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HESTERS JlH]r-iCTT 5.ETMYTG0RATI0N PARTY.

A no the r s u c c e s s fu l R e in v ig o ra t io n  P a r ty  to o k  p la ce  on September 2nd, X*Th8 

to u r  began a t  Paddington and proceeded to  H a d le y  f o r  a v i s i t  to  th e  Abingdon L in s  » 

A t Abingdon th e  P a r ty  was re c e iv e d  by  the  Town C le rk  who conducted members o f 

the  Committee to  th e  G u ild h a l l  f o r  a d is c u s s io n  w ith  th e  M ayor. A lth o u g h  th e re  

is  no im m ediate th r e a t  to  the  Abingdon b ranch  th e re  i s  c o n s id e ra b le  lo c a l concern 

fo r  i t s  fu tu re  a:*d i t  was agreed th a t  the  p o s i t io n  sh o u ld  be watched v e ry  

c a r e fu l ly .  The tim e  ta b le  w i l l  be examined to  see i f .  th e re  are any way3 in  

which the  s e rv ic e  m ig h t be im proved , A s in g le  u n i t  r a i l c a r  has r e c e n t ly  been 

in tro d u c e d  on th e  l in e  and i t  i s  hoped th a t  t h is  is  a good s ig n .

The n e x t b ranch  to  be v is i t e d  was the  C x fo rd -V itn e y -F a ir fo rd  l i n e ,  the  

c lo su re  o f w h ich  is  s t i l l  b e in g  co n s id e re d  b y  the  C e n tra l T .IT .C .C . D u rin g  the  

jo u rn e y  on t h is  l i n e ,  m eetings were h e ld  w ith  the  C le rk  to  th e  C o u n c il a t 

Lech lade , a re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  ^ a i r f o r d  C o u n c il,  and th e  Chairman o f P itn e y  

Urban D is t r i c t  C o u n c il a l l  o f whom were v e ry  concerned about the  fu tu re  o f  the  

l in e .  I t  was agreed th a t  th e re  had been no a tte m p ts  to  make th e  l in e  pay 

and c o n s id e ra b le  d is s a t is fa c t io n  was expressed a t the  d is g ra c e fu l way in  w h ich  

the  P u b lic  H ea ring  o f th e  C losu re  had been conducted b y  th e  T .TT,C .C . P roper 

c o n s id e ra t io n  was n o t g ive n  to  a number o f  p o in ts  ra is e d  by o b je c to rs .

The to u r  c o n tin u e d  from  O xfo rd  to  Thame where th e  p a r ty  was met by  o u r new 

member M r, P u rse r and an in te r e s t in g  d is c u s s io n  fo llo w e d  on the  fu tu re  o f the  

Thame b ranch . A lth o u g h  the  s ta t io n s  are w e ll s i te d  in  r e la t io n  to  th e  c e n tre s  

th e y  se rve , moot o f the  t r a f f i c  from  th e  area to  O xfo rd  is  now c a r r ie d  b y  the  

more fre q u e n t bus s e rv ic e .  I t  appears th a t  the  mein t r a f f i c  f lo w  from  the  l in e  

is  in  the  d i r e c t io n  o f  London v ia  P r in c e s  R isbcrcug fr and i t  was suggested th a t  

e f f o r t s  shou ld  be made to  encourage t h i s j  perhaps by  e x te n d in g  the  K ary lebone 

to  P r in ce s  R isborougb d ie s e l s e rv ic e  to  Thame or by  r e s to r in g  the th ro ugh  

London to  O xford  s e rv ic e  v ia  Tharae,
R eports  on the  R e ir v ig o ra t io n  P a r ty  appeared in  the  lo c a l  and M a tio n a l p re s s .

X



RECENT PROCEEDINGS CE TFE CCM'ITTEE CP GEUERAL P TTF!HBS1?.

Ches te r  — Den b ig h  T-ine.

Tito c lo s u re  o f  the  C heater -  D enb igh -  R u th in  l in e  i s  s h o r t ly  to  be 

cons ide red  by  th e  T .U .C .C ., and SRU’WTTF has c o -o p e ra te d  f u r t h e r  w ith  th e  C h e s te r- 

D e rb ig b -R a th in  T ra in  Users A s s o c ia t io n .  K  The ^ .T .C ,  memorandum on th e  c lo s u re  

has been examined and su g g e s tio n s  riacie f o r  im p ro v in g  th e  s e rv ic e  and m aking i t  

more econom ic. These in c lu d e  re d u c in g  s ta t io n s  to  u n s ta f fe d  h a l t s ,  th e  re d u c tio n  

to  s in g le  t r a c k  o f the  M old J u n c t io n  to  ^ o d fa r i  S e c i io " ,  and rep lacem ent o f  the  

steam s e rv ic e  b y  d ie s e l u n i ts  w ith  a p p ro p r ia te  re c a s t in g  o f th e  t im e ta b le .

T h is  l in e  c a r r ie s  c o n s id e ra b le  t r a f f i c  and th e  v e ry  c o n s id e ra b le  h a rd s h ip  

th a t  w i l l  be caused i f  i t  c lo s e s  i3  b e in g  made c le a r  by  th e  T ra in  U sers 

A s s o c ia t io n , Many re s id e n ts  in  th e  area  w ould  be unab le  to  reach  t h e i r  p lace  

o f work and w ou ld  be fo rc e d  to  g iv e  up t h e i r  iob o r  to  move away fro m  the  

d i s t r i c t .  X
We welcome th e  T ra in  Users A s s o c ia t io n  as a c o rp o ra te  member o f  3 UUIUK.

South. W ales.

The a la rm in g  l i s t  o f c lo s u re s  in  M onm outhsh ire , in c lu d in g  the  in c lu d in g  the  

Newport V a lle y  s e rv ic e s ,  is  b e in g  opposed b y  the  R a ilw a y  Development A s s o c ia t io n .  

SRIPLUK has communicated w ith  th e  R .D .A . member who is  c o -o rd in a t in g  t h is  work 

and some su g g e s tio n s  have been made f o r  im p ro v in g  the  s e rv ic e s  on these  ro u te s .  

T ines in  the  T a r ra rd  C a s tle  A rea,,

The ^ a rn a rd  C a s tle  to  M idd le to n — in -^ e e s d a le  and 101 shop Auckland l in e s  are 

now th re a te n e d  w ith  c lo s u re  and S.RfPJUF has communicated w ith  lo c a l  c o u n c ils  

in  th e  a rea . P u rth e r  news w i l l  appear in  due co u rse .
We a lso  unde rs tand  th a t  th e  f i g h t  to  save th e  p a rn a rd  C a s tle  to  P e n r ith  

l in e  is  by  no means o v e r.

Colne V a lle y ,
We have n o t y e t  heard w hether the  i o i n t  com m ittee o f the  lo c a l a u th o r i t ie s  

in  the  Colne V a lle y  is  to  send a d e p u ta tio n  to  th e  M in is te r  o f  T ra n s p o rt .
A re c e n t l e t t e r  from  the  Chairman o f  SRITMUT' to  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f the  

C e n tra l T .U .C .C . has re v e a le d  th a t  th e  T .U .C .C , AprAh v b i l y  i s  unaware o f the 

su g g e s tio n  o f  th e  Town and C o un try  P la n n in g  A s s o c ia t io n  th a t  the  p o p u la tio n  

o f P a ls te a d  shou ld  be in c re a s e d  to  6<t, 000. T h is  A s s o c ia t io n  i s ,  how ever, a 

v o lu n ta r y  body and the  recom mendation does n o t re p re s e n t o f f i c i a l  p o l ic y ;



b u t i f  the  p o p u la tio n  does in c re a s e  to  any e x te n t the  la c k  o f r a i l  passenger

a e rv i -es w i l l  he v e ry  s e v e re ly  f e l t ,

7:e7.--le^'t ■.r_t o R uyby,

No news c f  the  da te  o f  th e  c lo s u re  o f th e  I e ic a s te r  to  Rugby (M id la n d ) 

l in e  is  y e t  a v a i la b le .  The Arne was v is i te d ,  aga in  r e c e n t ly  b y  a SEUELTJK 

member, and found to  be w e l l  p a tro n is e d ,  about 80 passengers b e in g  c a r r ie d  a t 

one p o in t .

Soasyset and D o rs e t,

SRUBLUE has w r i t t e n  r e c e n t ly  to  10 ,R. W estern Region to  e n q u ire  w hether i t  is

c o r re c t  th a t  th e  Somerset and D o rse t l in e  i s  to  be c lo s e d . We u n d e rs tan d  th a t

the  fu tu re  o f th e  Bath, to  Templeconbe s e c t io n  is  in  d o u b t, h u t  th e re  appears to

- jjo e  no th re a t  a t  th e  moment,

A ,(t,M. Referendum,

The Chairman w ould  l i k e  to  th a ” k  those members who have com ple ted th e

referendum  re g a rd in g  th e  Annual G eneral M ee ting  w h ich appeared in  th e  la s t

c ir c u la r , ,  The response so f a r ,  however, has been  r a th e r  poor and i t  would

be a p p re c ia te d  i f  more members w ould  send in  t h e i r  r e p l ie s ,

LAKE DISTRICT '?T'TJIDY.

Members w i l l  r e c a l l  th a t  a s h o r t  tim e  ago SRTPIUE communicated w ith  the

independent com m ittee s e t up to  e n q u ire  in to  th e  problem s o f Lake D i s t r i c t

tra n s p o rt,,  The f in d in g s  have been p u b lis h e d  r e c e n t ly  in  a b o o k le t  e n t i t le d
y '

"Lake D i s t r i c t  T ra n s p o rt R e p o r t" ,  T h is  c o n ta in s  a f u l l  account o f  th e  s u rve y  

and road and r a i l  t r a n s p o r t  are b o th  co n s id e re d  in  f u l l  d e t a i l .  The C on is ton  

and Kesw ick l in e s  are g iven  s p e c ia l c o n s id e ra t io n ,  in  p a r t ic u la r  th e  eco n o n ics , 

^ I n  the  case o f th e  Kesw ick b ranch  i t  i s  c o n s id e re d  th a t  the  d e f i c i t  c o u ld  be 

reduced by h a l f .  R o a d - ra il c o -o p e ra t io n  is  a ls o  d isc u s s e d .
T h is  p u b lic a t io n  w i l l  be o f c o n s id e ra b le  in te r e s t  to  SRTJPLUK members, and 

nay be o b ta in e d , ^ r ic e  7 /6 d , from  M essrs, D av id  and C h a rle s , 39 S tra n d , D a w lish , 

Devon,
uryys p? TFE ^RAMCBSS.

The c lo s u re  o f  th e  M id land  and Couth W estern J u n c tio n  L in e  to o k  p la c e  from  

September 11 th ,
The re c e n t recom mendation o f the  C e n tra l T ,U ,C .C . t h a t  th e  Mestarham  Ya i 1 ey 

l in e  shou ld  rem ain open has been o v e r - ru le d  b y  the  M in is te r  c f  T ra n s p o rt;  the  

c lo s u re  is  scheduled f o r  O ctober 3<>tha The T;re s te rh a n  ^ ra n c h  L ine  Tasoengers



A s s o c ia t io n  i s  to  take  s teps to  persuade th e  M in is te r  to  a le t r  M s  d e c is io n  and

is  to  p re se n t a p e t i t io n  to  the  Fouse o f  Commons,

I t  is  in te n d e d  to  w ith d ra w  th e  S o u th p o rt to  C rm ak irk  passenger s e rv ic e  and 

tc  c lose  >Tew Lane s ta t io n .

A la rm ing  c lo s u re s  proposed in  S c o tla n d , we u n d e rs ta n d , in c lu d e  the  

E d inburgh  to  G a la s h ie ls  v ia  Peebles l i ^ e  and th e  E d inbu rgh  Suburban s e rv ic e ,  

Fegard ing  th e  l a t t e r ,  i t  is  u n d e rs too d  th a t  th e v  are w e l l  p a tro n is e d  in  peak hours 

b u t run  empty d u r in g  the  m orn ing  and m id a fte rn o o n , A co rre sp o n d e n t in  a lo c a l 

paper has suggested th a t  t h is  is  due to  a t o t a l  la c k  o f  p u b l i c i t y .

I t  is  proposed to  c lo s e  th e  B la ckb u rn  to  F e l l i f i e l d  l in e  to  passengers.

The s e rv ic e  on th e  W a k e fie ld  to  B ra d fo rd  l in e  has been d r a s t ic a l l y  c u t in  

th e  w in te r  t im e ta b le  and i t  is  th o u g h t t h a t  C s s e tt s ta t io n  nay be on the  closure-*, 

l i s t .

The Y o rk s h ire  Area T .U .C .C . has recommended c lo s u re  o f  th e  F e ig h le y *

Oxenhope l i n e ,

A p re s e rv a t io n  s o c ie ty  has been form ed w ith  the  in te n t io n  o f  reope n ing  th e  

s e c tio n  o f the  Welsh h ig h la n d  R a ilw a y  between ^ e d d g e le r t  and wa n tn o r .

We are p leased  to  r e p o r t  th a t  the  Gaerwen to  Amlwch l in e  has had a 

re p r ie v e ,  th e  T .U .C .C . f o r  Wales h a v in g  dec ided  to  recommend th a t  i t  shou ld  

remain open. The T .U .C .C . are s a t is f ie d  t h a t  a l te r n a t iv e  passenger f a c i l i t i e s  

f o r  a number o f  p e rson s , w h ich  i s  s u b s ta n t ia l in  r e la t io n  to  th e  p o p u la t io n  o f  

the  a rea , are e i th e r  in a d e q u a te , o r  n o n -e x is te n t .  They a ls o  c o n s id e r  t h a t  

th e re  is  some scope f o r  f u r t h e r  economy o f  o p e ra tio n  on th e  l i n e .  A l te r n a t iv e  

bus s e rv ic e s  co u ld  o n ly  be p ro v id e d  a t  a lo s s  com parable w ith  th a t  o f  th e  t r a in  

s e rv ic e s ,

A B r i t i s h  h a llw a y s  spokesman has s ta te d  r e c e n t ly  t h a t  no d e c is io n  has been 

made about the  fu tu re  o f  the  S a lis b u ry -F o rd in g b r id g e - ’Te s t Moors T in e ,  b u t  t h is  and 

th e  F ro cke n h u rs t-h in g w o o d -^ ro a d s to n e  l in e  are  under in v e s t ig a t io n ,

S tre t to n  ''near C la y  C ross) was due to  c lo s e  to  passengers on September 1 1 th , 

Mow Cop (between M anchester and S toke ) and T h o r n h i l l  (nea r Dewsbury) are 

b e in g  co n s id e re d  f o r  c lo s u re .

Chairman and E d i t o r : -  D r, M .F .L .C a to n , 1-> G rosvenor ha rdens , U p m in s te r, Essex, 
G eneral S e c re ta ry :-  M r, J .W .B a r f ie ld .  C e n tra l Fouse, F in s b u ry  Square, London E .C .2 , 
Membership S e c re ta r y : -  Mr. C .J .F o lk in g h o rn e , 2 )  F idge  C re s t,  E n f ie ld ,  M iddx,


