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T h is  p a r ty  to o k  p la ce  on June 1’>th a3 a rra n g e d , w i th  v i s i t s  to  th e  S to u r

and Colne V a lle y  L in e s , A f t e r  t r a v e l l i n g  to  C o lc h e s te r b y  th e  lO :3 'i am t r a in

from  L iv e rp o o l S t r e e t , th e  p a r ty  to o k  the  d ie s e l r a i l c a r  v ia  th e  S to u r V a l le y  to

F e v e r h i l l  where a m ee ting  was h e ld  w ith  th e  Chairman o f  th e  Urban D i s t r i c t  C o u n c il,

The C o u n c il had apposed th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  Colne V a l le y  L in e  and was anx ious th a t

the  s e rv ic e  shou ld  be re ta in e d .

A f te r  lu r c h  a t  H a v e rh i l l  th e  to u r  c o n tin u e d  v ia  th e  Colne V a lle y  L in e  to

F a ls te a d  where the  p a r ty  was welcomed a t  th e  s ta t io n  b y  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  the

lo c a l Chamber o f T ra d e , A f t e r  a s h o r t  lo o k  a t  th e  tow n , members en joyed  te a  and

re fre sh m e n ts  a t  th e  pu l l  H o te l b y  k in d  in v i t a t i o n  o f  th e  Chamber o f  T rade , An

in te r e s t in g  and in fo rm a t iv e  d is c u 3 3 io n  to o k  p la c e  in  w h ich  th e  Chairman o f  the

lo c a l C o u n c il to o k  p a r t .  The need f o r  th e  r e te n t io n  o f th e  Colne V a lle y  L in e

was aga in emphasised and i t  was agreed t h a t ,  i f  g iven  a reason ab le  s e rv ic e ,  th e

people would  su p p o rt th e  r a i lw a y .
The p a r ty  th e n  t r a v e l le d  on th e  rem a ind e r o f  th e  Colne V a lle y  L in e  and

re tu rn e d  to  L iv e rp o o l S tre e t  v ia  C o lc h e s te r ,  A r e p o r te r  from  th e  E a s t A n g lia n

D a ily  Times t r a v e l le d  w ith  th e  p a r ty  and as a r e s u l t  an e x e c l le n t  account o f the

^  day ’ s p roceed ings  appeared in  t h i s  newspaper on th e  fo l lo w in g  Monday,
The la t e s t  p o s i t io n  re g a rd in g  th e  fu tu r e  o f  th e  Colne V a lle y  L in e  is  th a t

the  C e n tra l T ,U ,C ,C , has been una b le  to  accep t th e  p ro p o s a ls  o f th e  E a s t A n g lia n

T .U .C .C . th a t  i t  shou ld  rem ain open and we are  s o r r y  to  say th a t  c lo s u re  w i l l

p ro b a b ly  take  p la ce  in  th e  near f u tu r e .  T h is  d e c is io n  i s  e x tre m e ly  r e g re t ta b le

p a r t i c u la r l y  as th e re  are now p la n s  f o r  th e  p o s s ib le  fu tu re  in c re a s e  o f  H a ls tead

to  a p o p u la t io n  o f  s ix t y  thousand.
As we go to  p ress  we hea r th a t  a j o i n t  p r o te s t  com m ittee form ed b y  th e

lo c a l c o u n c ils  has dec ided  to  ask th e  M in is te r  c f  T ra n s p o rt to  re c e iv e  a

d e p u ta tio n  in  th e  hope th a t  he w ou ld  a ccep t tb e  recom m endation o f  th e  E a s t

A n g lia n  T .U .C .C , and a l lo w  th e  l in e  to  rem a in  open. I f  th e  M in is te r  re fu s e s



to  re c e iv e  the  d e p u ta tio n  th e  d e c is io n  to  c lo s e  th e  l in e  may he c h a lle n g e d  in
the  Fouse o f  Commons,

WESTERN PJSSICI! REPF/IC-ORATION PARTY .

Ass announced in  the  la s t  P rog ress  R e p o rt, th e  n e x t R e in v ig o ra t io n  P a rty  

w i l l  take  p lace  on September 2nd, v i s i t i n g  th e  A b ingdon, F a i r f o r d ,  and Thame
branches,,

The schedule  is  as fo l lo w d :—
P addington dep 9 :18  am F a ir fo r d a r r 1:29
R ad ley a r r 11: 4 dep 1:50

dep 11:10 O xfo rd a r r 3: 3
Abingdon a r r 11:15 dep 4 :45

dep 11:54 Thame a r r 5 :23
R adiey a r r 11:59 dep 6 :15

12* 4 pm a  v»v» iR » .Q il

O xford
— r *

q r r 12:12
a  i .  X K v  v O  —O JL O - J  w A  1 1 ,1  H  *■-

dep 6 :55
dep 12:18 M arylebone a r r 8 : 2

A p a r t y  f a r e  o f  29 /2d  (1 4 /7  i f  under 14 y e a rs )  has been a rranged  and those  

in te n d in g  to  go shou ld  i f  p o s s ib le  send th i3  in  advance, e n c lo s in g  a stamped 

addressed enve lope , to  M r. J „N a r f i e l d .  C e n tra l Fouse, F in s b u ry  Square, London, 

F„Cc2„ The p a r ty  w i l l  meet a t  P add ing ton  s ta t io n  between 8 :4 5  a n d .9 :0  am a t  

P la t fo rm  1 a t th e  fo o t  o f  th e  s teps le a d in g  to  th e  c e n tre  o v e rb r id g e .

RECENT PROCEED IH S3 OF TEE CO W ITTES CF GENERAL INTEREST»

L e t te r  to  D r0 B e ech ing .

The Chairman, o f  S „R cU .B 0L aU .K . has r e c e n t ly  w r i t t e d  to  D r, B eech ing , in  

o rd e r to  p u t fo rw a rd  th e  S o c ie ty 's  case, em phasis ing  th e  need f o r  th e  c o n tin u e d  

e x is te n c e  o f b ranch  and secondary  l in e s ,

Cheltenham to  Kingham L in e ,

F o llo w in g  th e  re c e n t S .R oU ,P 0L „U „E0 S urvey o f the  Cheltenham to  Bingham  

L ine  th re e  su g g e s tio n s  have been s u b m itte d  to  B r i t i s h  R a ilw ays  f o r  t h e i r  

c o n s id e ra t io n ,  as d e ta i le d  in  th e  la s t  P rog ress  R e p o rt0 In  t h e i r  r e p ly ,  

B r i t i s h  R a ilw ays  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  th e  passenger s e rv ic e  on t h is  l i n e  w i l l  be 

c o m p le te ly  re v is e d  in  September consequent upon th e  r e v is io n  o f  th e  Main L ine  
s e rv ic e s  and c o n s id e ra t io n  w i l l  be g iv e n  to  S .R .U .P .L .U .E . su g g e s tio n s  

re g a rd in g  th e  need f o r  b e t te r  co n n e c tio n s  a t  Cheltenham to  and from  South Wales 

and B irm ingham | re g a rd in g  th e  id e a  th a t  s p e c ia l cheap day fa re s  on th e  l i n e  be 

augmented and b e t t e r  a d v e r t is e d ,  th e  R a ilw ays  c o n s id e r t h a t  th e  p re s e n t a rrange

ments are adequate. They have, how ever, adopted ou r su g g e s tio n  re g a rd in g  the  

need f o r  d i r e c t io n  in d ic a to r s  to  Stow on th e  Wold S ta t io n  and have a p p lie d  to
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th e  lo c a l  c o u n c i l  f o r  p e rm is s io n  to  e r e c t  tw o  such  s ig n s ,

T ftj v.f f . rd „

A j o i n t  co m m ittee  has been s e t  up  betw een  S .R .U  .L .U * K . and th e  R .D .A . to  

s tu d y  th e  ra i lw a y s  in  th e  H e r t f o r d  a re a , The co m m itte e  has r e c e n t ly  v i s i t e d  th e  

a rea  and i s  s e e k in g  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  p o s s ib le  re -o p e ^ in g  o f  th e  H e r t f o r d  to  F i t c h in  

L in e ,  F u r th e r  r e p o r ts  w i l l  appear i n  due c o u rs e ,

3 JHU .'H h j j j f , ,  p u rv e y  o f  th e  L e ic e s te r  to  R ugby L in e ,

As m e n tio n e d  in  th e  l a s t  c i r c u l a r ,  a S,R.TJ.F>„L.U„E, su b -c o m m itte e  has 

r e c e n t ly  c a r r ie d  o u t a s u rv e y  o f  th e  Rugby to  L e ic e s te r  l i n e s .  The C om m ittee 

v i s i t e d  th e  a re a  on May 1 7 th  and t r a v e l le d  on th r e e  t r a in s  betw een Mugby and 

L e ic e s te r  on th e  M id la n d  L in e  and one on th e  G re a t C e n t r a l ,

“W * P assenger lo a d in g  f ig u r e s  were n o te d  on th e  M id la n d  ro u te  and th e  t r a in s

were fo u n d  to  be w e l l  p a t ro n is e d .  Two t r a in s  c a r r ie d  on an average  o f  t h i r t y  

to  f o r t y  p a s s e n g e rs , and th e  t h i r d ,  th e  2 :1 ')  pm fro m  Rugby w a s .n e v e r c a r r y in g  

le 3 3  th a n  f i f t y  and f in is h e d  i t s  to u rn e y  w i th  o ve r one h u n d re d ,

Tw ne ty one passenge rs  on th e  M id la n d  R oute  were asked f o r  t h e i r  v ie w s  on 

th e  adequacy o f  th e  t r a i n  s e r v ic e ,  e ig h te e n  o f  whom e xp re sse d  s a t i s f a c t io n  

and o n ly  th re e  had c o m p la in ts .  In  c o n t r a s t ,  o n ly  two passe n ge rs  in te r v ie w e d  

c o n s id e re d  th e  a l t e r n a t iv e  bus s e rv ic e s  to  be a d e q u a te , f i f t e e n  e xp re sse d  

d is s a t i s f a c t io n  and f o u r  were unaw are t h i t  th e  bus s e rv ic e  e x is te d .

Seventeen  passe n ge rs  on th e  M id la n d  ' ‘ra n c h  were asked  how th e y  w o u ld  be 

a f fe c te d  b y  th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  l i n e ,  and o f  th e s e ,  t h i r t e e n  s a id  t h a t  th e y  w ou ld  

be g r e a t ly  in c o n v e n ie n c e d , one a l i t t l e  in c o n v e n ie n c e d , and o n ly  th re e  w o u ld  n o t 

be in c o n v e n ie n c e d  a t  a l l .

In  v ie w  o f  th e s e  f in d in g s  th e  d e c is io n  to  c lo s e  th e  l i n e  i s  a m ost 

r e t ro g ra d e  s te p .

M id la n d  and S ou th  'W estern J u n c t io n  L in e ,

A member o f  S ,R .U „r , „L „U (JK t, a tte n d e d  th e  re c e n t  T .U .C .C , h e a r in g  re g a rd in g  

th e  f u t u r e  o f  t h i s  l i n e ,  v7e r e g r e t  to  s a y , h ow eve r, t h a t  th e  C e n tra l T .U „C ,C . 

has approved  th e  c lo s u re  p ro p o s a ls ,

B e d fo rd  to  M itc h in  L in e ,

S .R .U .’M L .U .K , ha3 been in  c o rre sp o n d e n ce  w i th  a lo c a l  c o u n c i l l o r  in  

c o n n e c tio n  w i th  th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  B e d fo rd  t o  M it c h in  L in e  and a S ,R ,U ,R ,L » U ,K , 

member a tte n d e d  th e  re c e n t  h e a r in g  b y  th e  E a s t A n g lia n  T ,U ,C ,C . The T .U .C .C ,



h ave , how eve r, recommended c lo s u r e ,  B r i t i s h  H a llw a y s  c la im  t h a t  th e  annual

s a v in g  fro m  w ith d ra w in g  th e  s e rv ic e  w i l l  be a b o u t £ 1 0 ,0 0 0 , T h is  w o u ld  be 

rc d -'ce d  to  a bo u t £ 5 ,0 0 0  i f  th e  sys tem  o f  gua rds  on th e  t r a in s  is s u in g  and

c o l le c t in g  t i c k e t s  were to  be a d o p te d , (£5000 doe3 n o t  seem a l o t  to  p ay  f o r

th®  m a in tenance  o f  a p u b l ic  s e rv ic e  -  E d i t o r ) ,

B e d fo rd  to  N o rth am p to n  L in e ,

The case f o r  th e  B e d fo rd  to  N o rth am p to n  l i n e  i s  to  come b e fo re  th e  T,U „C ,C . 

on A ugus t 1 s t ,  U n fo r tu n a te ly  S . I l.U .B  ,L ,U „K . has been u n a b le  to  o b ta in  

p e rm is s io n  to  a t te n d  th e  h e a r in g  as no members a re  r e s id e n t  in  th e  a re a , b u t  

a s s is ta n c e  has been o f fe r e d  to  lo c a l  a u t h o r i t ie s  in  p re p a r in g  t h e i r  ca se ,

Annua l G en e ra l M e e tin g ,

A t one re c e n t  A nnua l G en e ra l M e e tin g  i t  was ag reed  to  ask  members to  w r i t e ^  

in  and l e t  th e  C om m ittee  know w h e th e r th e y  w o u ld  p r e fe r  t h e 1A hn u a l G ene ra l 

M e e tin g  to  be h e ld  on a weekday o r  a S a tu rd a y ,  I t  w i l l  be much a p p re c ia te d

i f  members w i l l  do t h i s  so t h a t  th e  C om m ittee  can a rra n g e  th e  M e e tin g  to  s u i t  as

many members as p o s s ib le ,  A fo rm  f o r  t h i s  pu rpo se  appea rs  a t  th e  end o f  t h i s  

c i r c u la r ,

rao rcsED 3 . r . u . b . l . u . k .  t o u r  o f  S c o t la n d ,

In  v ie w  o f  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  c lo s u re  o f  la rg e  s e c t io n s  o f  th e  r a i lw a y  

in  N o r th e rn  S c o t la n d  i t  has been s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a S .B .U „B .L .U .K . t o u r  be a rra n g e d  

f o r  th e  Sumner o f  1962 in  o rd e r  to  v i s i t  as many l in e s  in  t h i s  a re a  as p o s s ib le .  

A rrangem en ts  a re  v e r y  t e n t a t i v e  a t  p re s e n t b u t  th e  t o u r  w o u ld  be p la n n e d  as a 

h o l id a y .  Anyone in te r e s te d  i s  asked to  com m unicate w i t h  M r, G *S ,C rou g h to n  

27 T o ln e rs  C a rd en s , C u f f le y ,  F e r t s .  S uggested  d a te s  a re  S a tu rd a y  dune 1 6 th  

to  S a tu rd a y  d u ly  1 s t  and a p r o v is io n a l  i t i n e r a r y  w o u ld  in c lu d e  t r a v e l  o v e r 

m ost o f  th e  r a i lw a y s  in  th e  A berdeen and In v e rn e s s  A reas  and th e  f a r  F o r th  

to g e th e r  w i t h  l in e s  s e rv in g  Cban, B a l la c h u l is h ,  and F o r t  W i l l ia m ,

SOUTH ^5DP0RDC:~:iRE LOCOMOTIVE CLUB TPUH,

The S ou th  B e d fo rd s h ire  L o co m o tive  C lub  a re  ru n n in g  a t o u r  on S a tu rd a y  

Septem ber 1 6 th  c o v e r in g  th e  l i n e  fro m  L u to n  (B u te  S t , )  to  H e r t f o r d  (C o w b r id g e ), 

The fa r e  i s  lo /3 d  (5 /3  u ^ d e r 14 y e a rs )  and s h o u ld  be s e n t to  M r, J .F ,C ro s s m a n ,

20 S t0 M o n ic a ’ s .A ve n u e , L u to n , B e d s ,,  e n c lo s in g  a stam ped a dd re sse d  e n v e lo p e .

A l l  a re  i n v i t e d .

-  4 -
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v7e hear fro m  M r, L .F ip p e rs o n  t h a t  th e  A shch u rch  to  U p ton  on S evern  

b ra n c h  is  to  c lo s e  fro m  14 A u g u s t, A s m a ll c o n s o la t io n  to  u s e rs  o f  t h i s  l in e  

i s  t h a t  A shchu rch  w i l l  be renamed Ashchur c h f o r  T e w ke sbu ry ; b u t  we h e a r t h a t  

t h i s  new name seems to  have u p s e t th e  p r id e  o f  th e  lo c a l  in h a b i t a n t s ,  A 

meet?-ng o f  lo c a l  c o u n c i ls  has ag reed  u n a n im o u s ly  t h a t  an e f f o r t  be made to  b r in g  

abou t th e  re o p e n in g  o f  th e  Foss o’~ ” Tye  to  Monmou th  and Ch eps tow  to  Monmouth 

li; .a s .„  t o  passenge r t r a f f i c .

The n ew d lay  t o  T7o o fe r to n l i n e  c lo s u re  w i l l  ta k e  p la c e  fro m  J u ly  31 and w i l l  

in c lu d e  com p le te  c lo s u re  o f  th e  M o o fe r ta n  to  T e n b u ry  F e l l s  s e c t io n ,  F o o fe r to n  

s t a t io n  w i l l  a ls o  c lo s e ,  A s e rv ic e  o f  one p asse n ge r t r a i n  in  each, d i r e c t io n ,  

Mondays to  F r id a y s ,  w i l l ,  how eve r, c o n t in u e  to  o p e ra te  e x p e r im e n ta l ly  f o r  a 

p e r io d  o f  one y e a r  betw een K id d e rm in s te r  and T e nb u ry  F e l l s ,  Me h e a r fro m  

M r, M .J „P a r n e l l  t h a t  two M .P . 's  a re  b a c k in g  a p la n  b y  f i v e  bus inessm en  to  

o p e ra te  th e  l i n e  b y  p r iv a te  e n te r p r is e .

The su gg e s te d  c lo s u re  o f  w a ys id e  s t a t io n s  betw een M arch and D o n c a s te r may 

ta k e  p la c e  fro m  Septem ber 11 and m a^y w a ys id e  s t a t io n s  betw een P e te rb o ro u g h  and 

G rim sby w i l l  ta k e  p la c e  on th e  3ame d a te .

More c h e e r fu l  news is  t h a t  we u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  i t  has been ag reed  to  reopen 

the  s t a t io n  a t  F ivew ays  betw een B irm ing h am  (New S t r e e t )  a^d R e d d itc h ,

The s e c t io n  o f  th e  T e ig n  V a l le y  l i n e  be tw een C h r is to w  and Truaham has now 

been c lo s e d  to  a l l  t r a f f i c  and a l l  t h a t  re m a in s  o f  t h i s  l i n e  i s  th e  f r e i g h t  o n ly  

s e c t io n  b e tw e e n . .T e a th f ie ld  and Tru3ham , The s ta t io n s  a t  A sh to n  and C h r is to w  

are  up f o r  s a le ,

M r. J ,S m ith  o f  247 R epton  F oad , fV p in g to n ,  K e n t,  i s  in te r e s te d  in  fo rm in g  

a P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie ty  f o r  th e  F a w kb u rs t b ra n c h .

P r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s  have u n d e r d is c u s s io n  a p la n  to  c lo s e  th e  K in g s  Lynn to  

Fun3ta n to n  l in e  to  p asse n ge r t r a f f i c  on Sundays fro m  Movember to  M a rch , I t  

has been d e n ie d  e m p h a t ic a l ly  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a " t h in  end o f  th e  wedge" to  c lo s in g  

th e  l in e  a l t o g e th e r ,  as t r a f f i c  a t  o th e r  t im e s  i s  q u i te  a d e q u a te ,

Ve h e a r t h a t  th e  °a th . to  R a d s to ck  l i n e  i s  b e i^ g  c o n s id e re d  f o r  c lo s u r e .

T h is  i s  an- im p o r ta n t  c ro s s - c o u n t r y  ro u te  and th e  t h r e a t  i s  to  be v ie w e d  w i th  

c o n c e rn . More d e t a i l s  w i l l  be a p p lie d  f o r .

The F o r th  V a l le y  l i n e  betw een K e ig h le y  and Oxehhope i s  b e in g  c o n s id e re d



f o r  c lo s u re  b y  th e  T .TT.C .C , on J u l y  2 6 . T h is  l i n e  was g iv e n  a r e p r ie v e  in  June 

196') and a d ie s e l  s e rv ic e  in t ro d u c e d  b u t  t h i s  has n o t  made th e  s e rv ic e  econom ic .

The C e n tra l T .U .C .C , have a pp roved  f i n a l l y  th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  B a rn a rd  

C a s tle  to  P e n r i th  l i n e  b u t  fo u r te e n  M .F . 's  have ta b le d  a m o tio n  in  F a r l ia n e n t  

u rg in g  th a t  th e  l i n e  be k e p t onen.

A3 we go to  p re s s  we h e a r th e  a la rm in g  news o f  th w  p ro po se d  c lo s u re  o f  r a i l  

s e rv ic e s  in  th e  3 o u th  T'ra le 3  V a l le y s .  ^ l l  d e t a i l s  w i l l  be so u g h t im m e d ia te ly  

b u t  i t  appears t h a t  c lo s u re  w o u ld  in c lu d e  th e  N ew port -  7-11 ae^a vo n , N ew port -  

B ry n n a w r, and Aherbeeg -  Ebbw V a le  l in e s  and le a v e  o n ly  s ix  s ta t io n s  in  

M onm outhsh ire  open to  p asse n ge r t r a f f i c ;  such sw eeping  c lo s u re s  a f f e c t in g  such 

an im p o r ta n t  i n d u s t r i a l  a re a  have ^n o t s u r p r is in g ly )  a ro use d  trem endous lo c a l  

o p p o s it io n ,  and th e  p ro p o s a ls  a re  to  be fo u g h t  b y  a c o -o rd in a te d  e f f o r t  b y  th e  ^  

C oun ty  C o u n c il and num berous lo c a l  c o u n c i ls .

Chairm an and E d i t o r : -  N r. M .F .L .C a to n , 1') G ro sve n o r G ardens, U p n in s te r ,  E ssex .

G en e ra l S e c re ta ry :  -  M r. J , r'r . B a r f ie ld .  C e n tra l Mouse, F in s b u r y  S qua re , London
E „ C . 2 .

M em bership S e c r e ta r y : -  M r. C , J .T 'o lk in g h o rn e ,  2 i  R idge  C re s t ,  E n f ie ld ,  M id d x ,

To th e  C ha irm an ,
S .R J J / ’ .L .U .K . ,

1 > G rosveno r G ardens, 
U p ra in s te r, E ssex .

I  w o u ld  p r e fe r  f u tu r e  A nnua l G en e ra l M e e tin g s  to  be h e ld  on a S a tu rd a y  

a f te r n o o n /  weekday e v e n in g . (b e le te  as a p p r o p r ia te )

A d d it io n a l  re m a rk s , .................................................................................................................... ..

MA,rE ( I'T CAPITALS)

A ddress

Gate


