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\  Fappy Few Y ear to  a l l  o u r  members,,

ST RESCRIPT IONS — 1961. The A nnua l s u b s c r ip t io n  o f  1 >/6 ( 6 / -  f o r  members aged u n d e r

21 on J a n u a ry  1 s t )  i s  now due. The C om m ittee hopes t h a t  eve ryone  w i l l  make a

s p e c ia l e f f o r t  to  send t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t io n  p ro m p t ly  to  th e  M em bersh ip  S e c r e ta ry

(whose add ress appears a t  th e  end o f  t h i s  c i r c u la r )  and t h a t  th o s e  who a re  a b le

i l l  in c lu d e  a d o n a t io n ,  A p p l ic a t io n  fo rm  i s  a t  b o tto m  o f  page 4 ,

PJ51,TVIGOPATIQF PARTY, I t  has been d e c id e d  n o t  to  h o ld  a p u b l ic  m e e tin g , as

m en tioned  in  th e  C ctobe r/N ovem ber C i r c u la r ,  b u t  in s te a d  a n o th e r  R e in v ig o r a t io n

P a r ty  has been a rranged ,. T h is  w i l l  ta k e  p la c e  on S a tu rd a y  F e b ru a ry  2 5 th  and w i l l

in c lu d e  th e  F a t f i e l d - I u t c n , Tu to n -L e ig h to n  B u z z a rd , >To r th a m p to n -R e d fo rd , and B e d fo rd -

E i t c h in  b ra n c h e s . The p a r t y  w i l l  assem ble a t  th e  M ain L in e  B o o k in g  O f f i c e ,  K in g 's

C ro ss , a t  11 :15  am.

The sch ed u le  i s  as f o l lo w s : —

dep 1 1 :3 )  am N o rth am p to n  
a r r  11 :59
dep 1 2 :1 4  pm B e d fo rd  
a r r  1 : 7
dep 1 :1 6  P i t c h in  
a r r  1 :31

^  dep 1 :4 4  K in g 's  Cross

A p a r ty  t i c k e t  has been a rra n g e d  and a l l  th o s e  in te n d in g  to  go a re  asked to  

send th e  fa r e  o f  22 /S d  ( h a l f  fa r e  i f  aged u n d e r 1 4 ) ,  to  th e  m em bership  s e c r e ta r y  

who w i l l  fo rw a rd  a r e c e ip t .

The lo c a l  p re s s  and lo c a l  a u t h o r i t ie s  in  th e  a re as  s e rv e d  b y  th e s e  b ra n c h  

l in e s  a re  b e in g  n o t i f i e d  b e fo re h a n d  o f  t h i s  e v e n t,

COLNE VALLEY RE IFVIGCRATI OF FARTY -  P W  IMINABY ANNOUNCEMENT. I n  v ie w  o f  th e  

th r e a t  o f  c lo s u re  h a n g in g  o ve r th e  C o lne  V a l le y  L in e  and n e ig h b o u r in g  l in e s  i t  has 

been d e c id e d  to  h o ld  a R e in v ig o r a t io n  P a r ty  in  t h i s  a re a  on S a tu rd a y  June lo t h .

The d e t a i l s  w i l l  be announced l a t e r ,

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. The A nnua l G e n e ra l M e e tin g  w i l l  ta k e  p la c e  a t  7 :1 5  pm on

A l l  members a re  asked  to  n o te  t h i s  d a te  and do t h e i r  b e s t

K in g 's  C ross 
Welwyn Garden C i t y

D u n s ta b le (N o r th )

L e ig h to n  B uzza rd

a r r  2 :3 6  pm 
dep 3 :3 0  
a r r  4 :1 1  
dep 4 :2 8  
a r r  4 :5 8  
dep 5 :1 4  
a r r  6 : 7 pm

Wednesday A p r i l  2 6 th ,



to  a t te n d .  The p la c e  where i t  i s  to  he h e ld  w i l l  he announced in  th e  n e x t  

c i r c u la r ,

RECENT PROCEEDI NG OP TEE COMMITTEE OF GENERAL INTEREST.

'•Vest .D re y to n -U xb rid g e  B ra n c h . I t  was m e n tio n e d  in  an e a r l i e r  P ro g re s s  R e p o rt t h a t  

th e  W estern  R eg ion  had been e x a m in in g  a SRUBLUK c o m ra in ic a tio r  r e g a r d in g  th e  la c k  o f  

nameboards o u ts id e  th e  s t a t io n s  cn t h i s  l i n e .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  we a re  p le a se d  

to  be a b le  to  say t h a t  s u i t a b le  n o t ic e s  have been e re c te d  a t  C ow ley S ta t io n .  I t  i s  

hoped t h a t  th e y  w i l l  soon appear a t  U x b rid g e ,,

Coln e  V a l le y  L in e ,  The case f o r  th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  Colne V a l le y  L in e  in  Essex i s  to  

be h ea rd  b y  th e  T ra n s p o r t  U s e rs ’ C o n s u lta t iv e  C om m ittee f o r  th e  E a s t A n g lia n  A rea  on 

F e b ru a ry  1 4 th . I t  i3  in te n d e d  to  w ith d ra w  passe n ge r f a c i l i t i e s  fro m  th e  w ho le  l in e  

i . e . ,  betw een Channel & Wakes C o ln e , and F a v e r h i l l , and to  c lo s e  the F a v e r h i l l  to  

Yeldham S e c t io n  c o m p le te ly .

Much lo c a l  o p p o s it io n  has been a ro use d  b y  th e s e  p ro p o s a ls  w h ic h  w o u ld  a f f e c t  

23,5 'N ) p e o p le . The p o p u la t io n  o f  F a ls te a d ,  th e  la r g e s t  tow n s e rve d  b y  th e  l i n e ,  i s  

e xpe c ted  to  a lm o s t d o u b le  b e fo re  lo n g 0 SRUBLUK f e e l  t h a t  th e re  i s  a s t r o n g  ease 

he re  f o r  adequate  r a i l  s e rv ic e s  and have com m unicated w i th  F a ls te a d  and D i s t r i c t  

Chamber o f  T rade  o f f e r in g  a s s is ta n c e  in  o p p o s in g  th e  c lo s u r e .  T h is  has been g la d ly  

accep ted  and we a re  p le a s e d  to  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e  Chamber o f  T rade has become a member 

o f SRUBLUK. An o b je c t io n  i s  b e in g  p rp e a re d  and w i l l  be s u b m it te d  to  th e  

C o n s u lta t iv e  C om m ittee .

M r. R .A .T- - u t le r ,  whose c o n s t i tu e n c y  in c lu d e s  F a ls te a d ,  has p ro te s te d  to  S i r  

B r ia n  R o b e rts o n  a b o u t th e  c lo s u r e .

Long M e lfo rd -B u ry  S t.  Edmund s , The p ro po se d  c lo s u re  o f  t h i s  l i n e  was h e a rd  by t | j ^  

T .U ,C ,C , on November 8 th  and wa3 a c c e p te d  w ith  th e  p ro v is o  t h a t  th e  s e c t io n  to  be 

c lo s e d  c o m p le te ly (L a ve n h a m  to  lo n g  M el fo rd -)  be r e ta in e d  f o r  a t  la a s t  ase  y « a r in  

case i t  be fo u n d  n e c e s s a ry  to  r e h a b i l i t a t e  th e  s e rv ic e  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  any 

recom m endation  b y  th e  G overnm ent C om m ittee in v e s t ig a t in g  R a ilw a y  P ro b le m s . F u r th e r  

r e p re s e n ta t io n s  may be made b y  th e  lo c a l  a u t h o r i t ie s  to  th e  C e n tra l C o n s u lta t iv e  

C om m ittee .

I t  was s ta te d  t h a t  th e  l i n e  is  u n re m u n e ra t iv e  b u t  SRUBLUK were n o t  aware 

t h a t  any f ig u r e  had been q u o te d . We th e r e fo r e  w ro te  to  th e  T .U .C .C , to  e n q u ire  

abo u t t h i s  and were t o l d  t h a t  th e  ann u a l lo s s  was £ 6 ,2 8 1 . T h is  i s  n o t  a v e r y  

c o n s id e ra b le  sum to  pay f o r  a p u b l ic  s e rv ic e  — perhaps i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r is in g  th fe t i t  

was n o t  p u b l ic is e d .
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T ra d e rs  in  SwafThan, VTc r f o i k , a re  v e r y  conce rned  a b o u t s u g g e s tio n s  t h a t  th e  

E.vn g t .̂  Lynn to  N o rw ic h  l i n e  n a v  c lo s e .  They a re  s e e k in g  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  M ,P . 

Tfc.3 F re s id e n t  o f  th e  Chamber o f  T rade  has s ta te d  t h a t  th e  c lo s u re  w o u ld  have a v e ry  

s e r io u s  a r t  d e t r im e n ta l e f f e c t  on th e  b u s in e s s  l i f e  o f  th e  tow n .

SRUBLUK h e a r fro m  H r. E ip p e rs o n  t h a t  n o t ic e s  have been p o s te d  on th e  Ash ch u rch  

to  Up to n  on S evern  l i n e  re g a rd in g  a p p l ic a t io n  i n  th e  T .U .C .C . f o r  w ith d ra w a l o f 

passenge r s e rv ic e s ,, ’ ,re u n d e rs ta n d  fro m  M r. F e llo w s  t h a t  th e re  i s  no p ro s p e c t o f  

th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  Ash, ch u rch  t o Evesham l in e  b e in g  c lo s e d  in  th e  n e a r f u t u r e .  The 

l in e  does n e t ,  how eve r, appear to  be w e l l  p a t ro n is e d  and m ost c o n n e c tio n s  w i th  o th e r  

s e rv ic e s  seen q u i te  h o p e le s s .

^  The C o n s u lta t iv e  C om m ittee have a pp roved  th e  c lo s u re  c f  th e  L o u th  to
-J f

Mable t horpo  l in e  v ia  G r in d  dby  w i t h  th e  r e 3 u . I t  t h a t  b o th  p asse n ge r and f r e i g h t  

f a c i l i t i e s  were d is c o n t in u e d  on December 5 th *  I o u th  and M a b le th o rp e  w i l l  s t i l l  be 

l in k e d  b y  r a i l  v ia  W il lo u g h b y *

We u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  th e  r e p r ie v e  g iv e n  to  th e  Da n b u ry  to  B uckingham  b ra n ch  

ended on J a n u a ry  2nd when th e  l i n e  was due to  c lo s e .

T enhu ry  R u ra l D i s t r i c t  C o u n c il a re  co nce rn e d  a b o u t th e  c lo s u re  o f  th e  B ew dley 

t o W oofer-ton s e rv ic e *

The l i n e  o v e r th e  P enn ines  fro m  B a rn a rd C a s t le  to  Pen r i t h  fo rm ed  th e  s u b je c t  

o f  a f o u r d ic u r  n e s t in g  on December 9 th  when i t s  c lo s u re  was c o n s id e re d  f o r  th e  

second t im e  b y  th e  T ra n s p o r t  U se rs  C o n s u lta t iv e  C om m ittees o f  th e  P o r th -E a s t  and th e  

W orth -W est A reas,, A f i n a l  d e c is io n  h a s , h o w e ve r, s t i l l  n o t  been re a ch e d  and th e  

n a t t e r  has been d e fe r re d  f o r  a n o th e r  m o n th . A lth o u g h  th e  E .T .C . s ta te  t h a t  th e  

th ro u g h  f r e i g h t  t r a f f i c  ha3 been s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  d iv e r t e d ,  th e re  i s  much co n ce rn  o v e r 

th e  w ith d ra w a l o f  th e  p asse n ge r s e r v ic e .  I t  was p o in te d  o u t a t  th e  m e e tin g  t h a t  

t h i s  i s  n o t  a s n a i l  b ra n c h  l i n e  c o n n e c tin g  a fe w  is o la t e d  v i l l a g e s  b u t  i3  a l i n k  

c o n n e c tin g  T e ess ide  and C oun ty  Durham to  th e  Lake D i s t r i c t  and N o r th  L a n c a s h ire .

I t s  c lo s u re  to g e th e r  w ith  t h a t  o f  th e  M id la n d  L in e  betw een C a r l i s le  and F e l l i f i e l d , 

a ls o  th re a te n e d , w o u ld  le a v e  an a re a  o f  500 squa re  m ile s  w ith o u t  any r a i lw a y  s e r v ic e .

The P e n r i th  to  C o cke rn o n th  b ra n c h  y j *  K e sw ick  has r e c e n t ly  been g iv e n  a 

r e m o v e  b u t  w o u ld  s u f f e r  c o n s id e ra b ly  i f  th e  B a rn a rd  C a s t le  to  P e n r i th  l i n e  were 

c lo s e d  s in c e  i t  draws many o f  i t s  passe n ge rs  fro m  t h i3  r o u te .

A second a tte m p t i s  b e in g  made b y  th e  3 .T .C ,  to  w ith d ra w  th e  G ravesend to  

A l lh a l lo w s  and G ra in  s e r v ic e s .  The f i r s t  a tte m p t a t  c lo s u re  f a i l e d  l a s t  June .

NEWS C? OTHER BRANCHES.



A C T IV IT IE S  OF OTHER SO CIETIES

t ? D e von R a ilw a y  S o c ie ty  -  S p e c ia l A t t r a c t io n  Weekend, M arch 6 th ,

A p r e l im in a r y  n o t ic e  o f  t h i s  appeared  in  th e  l a s t  P ro g re s s  R e p o r t ,  D e ta i ls  

a re  as fo l lo w s

S a tu rd a y  M arch 4 th  — 1 2 :3 0  pn C onducted  T o u r o f  Newton Abbot M o tiv e  Power D e p o t,

2 : 0 pn B rake  Van T r ip  on th e  T e ig n  V a l le y  L in e  
( .A p p lic a t io n s  to  H r ,  E ,G .P a r r o t t ,5  O ld  M i l l  Road,

6 : o pn The S o c ie t y 's  A nnua l G en e ra l M e e tin g ,

-  Fare 1 2 /6d „ 
Che13to n .  
T o rquay , )

7 :3 0  pn  F ree  f i l m  show and c o lo u r  s l id e  d is p la y  o f  th e  
M o re to n h a n p s te a d  b ra n c h  l i n e .

Sunday M arch 5 th  -  Coach t r i p  to  Fay T o r  G ra n ite  R a ilw a y  b y  way o f  th e  S o c ie ty ’ s
H e a d q u a r te rs , T e ig n g ra c e  H a l t  -  d e p a r t  Newton A bbo t s t a t io n  a t  
11 a n . A p p l ic a t io n s  f o r  t h i s  s h o u ld  be s e n t to  M r, Benson, 

B ennay, F o z h o le  Road, C h e ls to n ,  T o rq u a y ,

ILr ?-nch L in e  So d e n y ,
A s p e c ia l t r a i n  i s  b e in g  o rg a n is e d  b y  th e  B ra nch  L in e  S o c ie ty  on Sunday Mreh 

12 th  and w i l l  c o v e r a number o f  l in e s  in  th e  London A re a , Anyone in te r e s te d  w i l l  

be welcom e.

The t r a i n  w i l l  d e p a r t  fro m  S t ,  P ancras a t  a bo u t 2 pn  and w i l l  ru n  v ia  th e  

N o rth  London I n c l in e ,  Camden R oad, P r im ro s e  H i l l ,  and W ille s d e n  to  ’V a tfo rd  and th e n  

t.« R icknansw ortb . fC hu rch  S t r e e t ) ,  A f t e r  r e v e r s a l  , i t  w i l l  th e n  p ro cee d  v ia  W a tfo rd  

J u n c t io n  to  S t ,  A lb a n s  (A b b e y ), re v e rs e  a g a in ,  ru n  to  F a t f i e ld  and th e n  v ia  G.W.

M ain L in e  to  F in s b u ry  P a rk , The ro u te  w i l l  c o n t in u e  b y  way o f  C anonbury , B ro n e s to n  

J e t , , V ic t o r ia  P a rk  and Lee B r id g e  ( a v o id in g  S t r a t f o r d  S t a t io n ) ,  S ou th  T o ttenham , 

K ig h g a te  Road J e t , ,  K e n t is h  Town J e t , ,  and b a c k  to  S t ,  P ano ra3„

The c o s t ,  in c lu d in g  i t i n e r a r y ,  w i l l  be 1 7 / - ,  and a p p l ic a t io n s ,  to g e th e r  w i t h  

re m it ta n c e ,  s h o u ld  be s e n t as 3 0 0 R as p o s s ib le  to  M r, J . M , F i r t h ,  22 Ingham  Road, ^  

London, N .W .6 , and s h o u ld  e n c lo s e  a stam ped a dd ressed  fo o ls c a p  e n v e lo p e .

Chairm an -  M r, C ,F .M a n le y , 42 H i l ls b o ro u g h  C o u r t ,  London , N „ ’7 .6 ,
M em bership S e c r e ta ry  -  M r, J .P ,G ro v e s , 46 S to n e p a rk  Avenue, Beckenham, K e n t, 
E d i to r  -  D r, M .P .L .C a to n , 10 G ro sve n o r G ardens, U p n in s te r ,  E ssex ,

The M em bership  S e c re ta ry ,  SRIJBLUK, R en/o 1.
46 S to n e p a rk  A venue, Beckenham, K e n t,

P lease  renew  n y  m em bership  f o r  1961, I  e n c lo s e  s u b s c r ip t io n  o f  1g/ q/ 6 / —
( J u n io r  Member) and a ls o  a d o n a tio n  o f ......................... ..

Name (BLOCK C APITALS)..... ..........................................................
D a te  Ad d re  s s ? * * * * * *  * * *


