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KENT PE IFViGORAT 1ON PARTY,. T h is  fu n c t io n  to o k  p la c e  v e r y  s u c c e s s fu l ly  as a r ra 

nged, w i th  v i s i t s  to  th e  G ra in ,  F a w k h u rs t and E es te rham  P rancheg* The p re s s  

were m et a t  G ravesend and Paddock Nood and t r a v e l le d  w i t h  th e  p a r t y  to  G ra in  and 

F a w kh u rs t r e s p e c t iv e ly .  Some o f  th e  r e g u la r  t r a v e l l e r s  on th e  E a w kh u rs t B ranch  

(< ^ re  met and th e  fu t u r e  o f  th e  l i n e  was d is c u s s e d *  R e p o rts  o f  th e  p a r ty  

appeared in  s e v e ra l new spa p e rs , g iv in g  v a lu a b le  p u b l i c i t y  f o r  th e  S o c ie ty ,

A SRUBLUK member has a g reed  to  a c t  as th e  S o c ie t y 's  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  in  th e  

f i g h t  to  save th e  E aw khu rs t B ra n c h ,

C KRIS TEAS CARDS. SRUBLUK C h ris tm a s  C ards a re  on s a le  a g a in  t h i s  y e a r .  They have

a M, & G .N C Tank E ng in e  and t r a i n  p r in t e d  in  re d  on th e  f r o n t  w i t h  a se a so n a l 

g r e e t in g  in s id e .  The p r ic e  w i l l  be 4d each (p o s ta g e  2 d ) o r  4 ca rd s  f o r  1 / -  

(p o s ta g e  4 d ) .  P ostage  w i l l  he f r e e  cn o rd e rs  o f  1 dozen o r  m ore* P le ase  send 

o rd e rs  as e a r ly  as p o s s ib le  t o r —

M r. J , B a r f ie ld ,  C e n tra l E cuse , F in s b u r y  S qua re , London , E „C »2,

ACTIVI TIES OF OTHER SOCIETIES ,

G re a t E a s te rn  E le c t r i c  R a il  t o u r . The London and Feme C o u n tie s  E le c t r i c  T r a c t io n  

S o c ie ty  a re  ru n n in g  a r a i l t o u r  on November 2 0 th  to  e na b le  th e  N .E . London 

e le c t r i f i c a t i o n  to  he in s p e c te d  on th e  day  p r i o r  to  th e  commencement o f  p u b l ic  

s e r v ic e .  The t r a i n ,  w h ic h  w i l l  d e p a r t  fro m  L iv e r p o o l S t r e e t  ( p la t fo r m  4 )  a t  

12 :35  pm, w i l l  c o v e r th e  l in e s  to  B is h c p s  S t o r t f o r d ,  F e r t f o r d  E a s t and C h in g fo rd ,  

and w i l l  f i n i s h  w i t h  a ru n  fro m  L iv e r p o o l S t r e e t  to  S t r a t f o r d  v ia  th e  r e c e n t ly  

e l e c t r i f i e d  "C am bridge  L in e "  betw een Bow J u n c t io n  and S t r a t f o r d ,  The t o u r  w i l l  

in c lu d e  c a l l s  to  in s p e c t  th e  new s t a t io n  a t  F a r lo w  Town and th e  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  

s ta t io n s  a t  T heoba lds  Gj-.-vs  and S o u th b u ry  on th e  S o u th b u ry  L in e ,  (T h is  l i n e  i s ,  

o f  c o u rs e , b e in g  r e —opened w ith  th e  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n ) .  The c o n t in e n ta l  ty p e  l i f t i n g  

b a r r ie r  g a te s  a t  "/a re  w i l l  be in s p e c te d .

The fa r e s  ( in c lu d in g  i t i n e r a r y )  a re  16 /6  ( c h i ld r e n  8 / 9 ) .  A p p l ic a t io n s  

s h o u ld  he made to  th e  London and Fome C o u n tie s  E le c t r i c  T r a c t io n  S o c ie ty ,  31 , 

A th e ld e n e  Road, E a r L s f ie ld ,  London S .W .18 ,



South  Devon R a ilw a y  S o c ie ty  -- S p e c ia l A t t r a c t io n  Weekend -  Advance Announcem ent.

A s e r ie s  o f  e v e n ts  o f  r a i lw a y  in t e r e s t  a re  b e in g  a rra n g e d  b y  th e  S outh  

Devon R a ilw a y  S o c ie ty  f o r  th e  weekend o f  4 M a rch , 1961, to  c o in c id e  w i t h  th e  

S o c ie ty 's  A nnua l G en e ra l M e e tin g , On S a tu rd a y  th e re  w i l l  be a co nd u c te d  t o u r  o f  

N rw ton  A bbot M o tiv e  Fower D e p o t, a b ra k e  van  t r i p  on th e  T e ig n  V a l le y  L in e ,  and a 

id  I n  and c o lo u r  s l id e  show., Gn th e  Sunday a coach to u r  w i l l  be a rra n g e d  w h ich  

w i l l  in c lu d e  a v i s i t  t o  th e  E a y to r  G ra n ite  R a ilw a y ,  F u r th e r  d e t a i l s  w i l l  appear 

in  th e  n e x t  P ro g re s s  R e p o rt o r can be o b ta in e d  i r o n  M r, E .G .P a r r o t t ,  5 O ld  M i11 

Road, C k e l3 to n , T o rq u a y , Devon.

REPENTS PRCDBFDING3 OF THE COMMITTEE OF GENERAL INTEREST

The Lake R e s t r ic t  E n q u ir y . An in d e p e n d e n t 6 -n an  co m m itte e  is  b e in g  s e t  up u n d e r ^  

th e  c h a irm a n s h ip  o f  M r. D .S t,J o h n  Thomas to  e n q u ire  in t o  th e  Lake D i s t r i c t  R a ilw a y s  

and to  c o n s id e r  t h e i r  f u t u r e .  The r a i lw a y s  co ve re d  a re  to  be w e s t o f  a l i n e  

between C a rn fo r th  and C a r l i s le ,  I n te r e s te d  p a r t ie s  a re  asked to  s u b m it w r i t t e n  

e v id e n c e . SROBLUK has w r i t t e n  to  t h i s  C om m ittee p o in t in g  c u t  t h a t  th e  c lo s u re  o f  

these  ro u te s  v i r t u a l l y  w o u ld  c u t  o f f  th e  Lakes fro m  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n tre s  a ro u n d , 

b e s id e s  h a v in g  a d e t r im e n ta l e f f e c t  on th e  t o u r i s t  t r a f f i c  and in c re a s in g  th e  

number o f  v e h ic le s  on th e  ro a d s .

P u b lic  M e e tin g ,  I t  i s  hoped to  o rg a n is e  a n o th e r  p u b l ic  m e e tin g  in  London in  th e  

e a r ly  m onths o f  n e x t  y e a r ,  E f f o r t s  a re  b e in g  made to  f i n d  a s u i t a b le  s p e a ke r and 

an announcement w i l l  f o l lo w  l a t e r ,

NEWS OF THE BRANCH LIN ES. O b je c t io n s  a re  b e in g  made b y  th e  lo c a l  a u t h o r i t ie s ,  

in d u s t r ie s ,  and p a r is h  c o u n c ils  re g a rd in g  th e  p ro po se d  c lo s u re  o f  th e  C o lne  V a l le y  

l in e  fro m  Ch a p p e l and Wakes C olne to  E a v e r h i l l  in  S u f f o lk ,  B u s in e s s  men and 

c o u n c i l lo r s  a t  F a ls te a d , th e  la r g e s t  tow n s e rv e d  b y  th e  l i n e ,  c la im  t h a t  th e  l in e  

w ou ld  q u ic k ly  j u s t i f y  i t s e l f  i f  a b e t t e r  s e rv ic e  were p ro v id e d .  They f e a r  t h a t  

c lo s u re  w o u ld  n u l l i f y  p la n s  to  a t t r a c t  more p o p u la t io n  and in d u s t r y  to  th e  to w n , 

S udbury Town C o u n c il have h ea rd  fro m  B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s  E a s te rn  R eg ion  T r a f f i c  

Manager t h a t  he p roposes  s h o r t l y  to  s u b m it a case to  th e  T ra n s p o r t  U se rs  

C o n s u lta t iv e  Com m ittee f o r  th e  p roposed  w ith d ra w a l o f  p a sse n g e r f a c i l i t i e s  betw een 

Long M e lfo rd  and B u ry  S t.E dm unds.

The l i n e  fro m  Saxnundhan to  A ld b u rg h  has been much in  th e  news l a t e l y .  The 

p ro p o s a l to  c lo s e  i t  was c o n s id e re d  on S eptem ber 1 3 th  b y  th e  T .U .C .C , who have 

recommended to  B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s  (E .R . )  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  be k e p t  open f o r  f i v e  y e a rs
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and i t s  f a t e  d e c id e d  a t  th e  end o f  t h i s  p e r io d ,.  T h is  i s  ow ing' to  th e  o p e n in g  o f  

an a to n ic  pow er s t a t io n  nea r L e ts to n ,  w h ic h  as was s ta te d  a t  th e  h e a r in g ,  w o u ld  

r e s u l t  in  a p p ro x im a te ly  1000 e x t r a  p e o p le  p o u r in g  in t o  th e  tow n d a i l y ,  enough to  

f i l l  28 3 5 ~ s e a te r b u s e s .

The B .T .C . c la in  t h a t  b y  c lo s in g  th e  l i n e  th e y  w o u ld  save £9000 p e r annum. 

P ro p o s a ls  to  le s s e n  th e  c o s t  o f  ru n n in g  th e  b ra n c h  were agreed  and p a r t l y  c a r r ie d  

c u t  in  1956, T h is  in c lu d e d  th e  ru n n in g  o f  o n ly  one t r a i n  on th e  l i n e ,  d o in g  away 

w i th  th e  s ig n a l l i n g ,  and th e  o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  g a te s  a t  th re e  c ro s s in g s  b y  th e  

d r iv e r  o r  g u a rd . T h is  m e thod , w h ic h  had been su g g e s te d  as a l a s t  r e s o r t ,  w ou ld  

* % id  9 m in u te s  to  th e  jo u rn e y  t in e  be tw een L e is to n  and A1 deburg fc . These p ro p o s a ls  

w o u ld  save abou t £5233 p e r annum (An e s t im a te  o f  re m a rk a b le  p r e c is io n !  -  E d , ) ,

M ost members w i l l  have h e a rd  b y  now t h a t  th e  R a ve ng la ss  and E skd a le  H a ilw a y  

has been p u rcha se d  b y  th e  P re s e rv a t io n  S o c ie ty  f o r  £12000 a t  a r e c e n t  a u c t io n .

The I f n e  w i l l  c o n t in u e  t c  be o p e ra te d  b y  th e  p re s e n t e ig h t  members o f  th e  s t a f f ,  

b u t  v o lu n te e r s  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  be asked f o r  to  h e lp  in  m a in ten a nce  and im p ro ve m e n t, 

M a c d u ff Town C o u n c il a re  s e e k in g  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  M .P , f o r  B a n f f s h i r e  in  

t h e i r  f i g h t  to  save th e  f r e i g h t  o n ly  l i n e  betw een T u r i f f  and M a c d u ff ,

B a la  U rban  C o u n c il have u rg e d  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  more f r e q u e n t  s e rv ic e s  on th e  

Rnabon to  Parm outh l i n e .  The c lo s u re  o f  th e  B a la  to  B la e n a u  F e s t in io g  l i n e  has 

severed  th e  o n ly  d i r e c t  p u b l ic  t r a n s p o r t  l i n k  fro m  th e  e a s te rn  a re a  o f  th e  c o u n ty  

to  th e  n o r th ,  now n e c e s s i t a t in g  a jo u rn e y  th ro u g h  D o lg e l ly  o f  tw ic e  th e  d is ta n c e .  

L o c a l a u t h o r i t ie s  in  th e  C h e s te r f ie ld  A re a  w i l l  be re p re s e n te d  a t  a m e e tin g  

■ -ia lle d  in  th e  tow n t c  d is c u s s  B r i t i s h  R a ilw a y s ' p ro po se d  c lo s u re  o f  th e  N o ttin g h a m  

( V ic t o r ia )  to  S h e f f ie ld  l i n e  to  lo c a l  p assenge r t r a f f i c ,

Me h e a r f r o n  M r, LT.G . R ip p e r son t h a t  th e  m o rn in g  and e v e n in g  bus r e p la c in g  th e  

r e c e n t ly  c lo s e d  r a i l  s e rv ic e  betw een  U ppingham  and S eaton i s  th o ro u g h ly  

u n s a t is f a c to r y .  F o r S eaton  r e s id e n ts  i t  i s  u s e le s s  as th e re  i s  no r e tu r n  s e r v ic e .  

The E d i to r  w i l l  be p le a s e d  to  h e a r fro m  any  member who has any  news 

re g a rd in g  th e  p ro p o s a l o f  c lo s u re  o f  th e  f o l lo w in g  M e s te rn  R eg ion  l i n e s : -  

Y a tto n  to  M e l ls , T aun ton  to  Y e o v i l , R e d d itc h  to  A s h c h u rc h ,

C h a irm a n :-  M r, C .F ,M a n le y , 42 H i l ls b o r o u g h  C o u r t ,  London N .V .6 .
M em bership S e c re ta ry : - -  M r. J .F „G ro v e s , 46 S to n e p p rk  Avenue, Beckenham , K e n t, 
E d i t o i : -  U r , M .P .L .C a to n , 10 G ro sve n o r G ardens , U p m in s te r ,  E s s e x ,


