Go-ahead for new inter-city trains
A new generation of inter-city
trains should be built following an
announcement by the the Department for Transport in March.
The department officially began
the procurement process for what
it calls the Intercity Express Programme, which will be Britain’s
“most significant investment in rolling stock for over 30 years”.
The programme will determine
the design of the next generation
of inter-city trains, which will be
introduced across the network in
seven years time and will have a
design life of 30 years.
The DfT is expecting to commission between 500 and 2,000 new
vehicles, with deployment subject
to costs and value.
A “pre-series” batch of the trains
will be introduced first, to test
them in regular service before production of the full fleet begins.
It is likely these pre-series trains
will be deployed on the East Coast
main line in five years time and
have been included in the invitation to tender for the new East
Coast main line franchise.
Transport Secretary Douglas Alexander said: “My department has
led the way by specifying what we
want to see in the next generation
of inter-city trains – more seating
capacity, improved performance,
greater flexibility from our trains
and recognition of the importance
of being environmentally friendly.
“The rail industry and passenger
groups have been involved in
developing the work to this stage.
It is now the rail industry’s role
to demonstrate what they can do
to meet these requirements, and
deliver these new trains.”
Value for money “over the long
term” is the DfT’s main aim, followed by getting more passengers
in.
The new design should be as flexible as possible so it can travel on
as many routes as possible and
be adapted for changes in use,
demand, power and environmental requirements.
The trains are expected to be
designed so they can be powered
by diesel or electric and also by
both. Hitachi is already testing a
battery-diesel hybrid power car in
Britain which was being unveiled
to the public on 3 May.
Virgin has also been pointing out
how environment-friendly its
trains are, much to the annoyance
of EasyJet. Virgin says Pendolino
trains are at least four times less
polluting than cars or planes.
It says Pendolino trains emit at
least 76% less CO2 than cars and
planes and every weekday 50,000
bargain fares are available across
the Virgin network. Pendolinos
also return 17% of electricity used
back to the National Grid every
time they brake – enough power
for 11,825 homes for a year.
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SHAPE OF THE FUTURE? A Virgin Trains Pendolino at Liverpool Lime Street
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