Billions to be spent on expansion
£2.4billion rail expansion plans
were announced in April by Network Rail. The programme will
include the lengthening of hundreds of platforms, speed increases,
new tracks and major resignalling.
Chief executive John Armitt said
the programme was a response to
rising demand for rail travel.
The not-for-profit company admitted many of the projects had been
identified before and it involved
only about £200million of “new”
NR money.
The £2.4billion enhancements
will be implemented in the next
two years. NR will contribute
£1.7billion to the schemes, with the
rest coming from the Department
for Transport, Transport Scotland,
the Welsh Assembly, passenger
transport authorities and local
authorities.
At £1.2billion a year, the total is
more than double the average
annual spending on enhancements.
Schemes being worked on over the
next two years include projects
for the 2012 Olympics, on which
£109million will be spent by 2009.
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