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Call from
on high

Motorigls siibng n M25 ftrathc
s vt the targol lor Inter
Cily's Llalasl shoyhigh adveris
Mg CHMpEQNn. A naw airshup
g olr Loncdon's nolonous
orbstal molonvay durng Ehe
MoHning  and ewening  rush
hours B remnd deneiid Nl
therg s 8 moia  Sarrsble
emeonmintally | ACCSalS
ey 10 Eravel
For o waak in Oclaber, 1he
arship wias based al Denham
afeld ard covared e Noh-
am pacior ol tho molonway. For
a socond wpes, | moored af
Radrell artaid and CovEed
iy southamn  SBChon
Hugh Band, managing rec-
tar of the Adrship &nd Balcson
-\ . Comgany, Said: “We e
delighied InterCEy was ha
aunch cushomer fof ouf G-
5_'IIF|

Privatisation in the sidings

Hail campaigners have beem wamned st 1o
asume privatisation has gone sway just because
Transpori Secretary Cecil Parkinson has failed to
make the expecied anmouncement abhout o
xnid when it would be carried out

Wik the problems of waler amd electricity,
privatisation is wnpopaslar and it is Bkely that br
Farkinson has made a tactical retreat, sasd Mr
P=and Hope, editor of ihe respected Bailway
Ate Internabonal
“Chearly il has dropped down the Government's
list af prionises,” he told delegates at the Llth
annual confercnes of radl users groups m Losdion
i Mo mber
Legislation i nod godng to be completed for a1
least anodher four years even if the Tories win the
next Cheneral Election. Bur ke sdded: “We
should not be complacent. It is still on the
speTnla
“There s chyiowsly confussom ahowl Do o g
absoul if. Three seis of comsuliamis were hired by
the Cewermment and BR fo investigate ways and
FEsEad
“I8 18 a sad pommentary on the way the British
pofdiuct debates on an Rdaie ol pical pailils
mleresl (me song of these consulianis” repoms
wink palshed. | can tell vois, owever, that theis
prognosis was not escouraging and did nod poim
decizively 1o one ogition.”
Mr Hope amalysed what buecfis could be
expocted o be gamed from ral privatisation but
concluded that 11 had vireally sothing 1o offor
passempers. He said: =1 can only see drawhacks in
privatinbng BR passcnger servises.”
He ndded: “As o means b promote efficiency,

But don’t drop
your guard

BE & the one stale raslway m the workd that =
leswt = need of privaissibon,
s megopimed tleal BR = abready one of e most
eomt-gHectvg in the workd, Imeslmy and Freigha
are i prolil snd Nerwork SouthEas) m rasang
mearly Wk per cenl ol it gomls fromm feve nae winch
i an “amaping achéevement™ for & commuter
i hw
He Imied some of BR’s probloms inchading
svefcrowding, cancellations, and ummanned
statioes, adding: “These problems are the
RESULT of the cifiency drrve in & irensport
workl where ihe dice ame loaded 1 favour od
roads. Untl ke '[||u'|.|.r||¢ fiehl” & levelled, raal
proflems will gol worse. There & & rring tide of
criticism of the unn_lq:J.I way e which road arxd
rail invesimond 18 assesscd

An imporiant part of lhe dosl-Benclil case o
building the M0 & the saving of life b
tramsferring  traffic [rom the denperous AN
rumning through willages. Bul BR & explonly
forbsdden #o couid the saving of life through
transfer of people from the AZOMID te a new
high-spseed falway, ™

Suhaichies goukd achseve real quslity improyve-
Auaing & o oopy Switrerfand by

11th annual conference
of rail users groups

fiEfls

improducing an hourly service between maost
cities and towns & well = imsisting on
comnections of less than 15 minudes. By conlrasi,
BE savs anything besa than 15 minutes cannal be
relied on as a conmection

Ievestmen] im Frandce and Japsn has ako paid
heandsome dividensls pamticularly wotl hagh-specd
servaees ke the TGY and the Bulle! eraims whsth
live & Mawless sadety reoofd, with Bl O
P g Lilled. ™

Al dom's Tall for the myth that Japan©s railways
have begn prvatised. They have been split isto
sy peographical chumks and a national freight
cosmpany whaeh is abde 10 operate on the treck of
the athed (ompanics Thrlr are companées with
shares Bul all ke shares are owned by the
government, The compamics conbinee bo .Ll,.\,er
I:-ll'g,lzl:hldf a8 directed] ) ansl 1Be ranbwayvs' hisionc
bt | aboiul the seee of Bragl's) has h-c.i;n arriten
odff

Switrerland too has private railways bur they
aftenm have a large clement of public finance inpaut
and they are NOT revense onentsied

Ihe Brmsh Govermment’s sirabegy of relying
on private (mnamse Des o in ruins. Mr Hope
saeld: “Thegie w5 remendos confeaon and
Encertaney o Bus s, gompancd g the French
sde. We just daont keiow wihere we ane, And
Chat s privatisagio,

He said the Eurciunse] project s close 1o beng
wrecked, pamly because i 8 subject toikhe whems
of statudory bodies demanding unsealistic safery
precawtions. The cosl of an Alpine shuttle wagon
is aroend £100 (0 bt Emrofunnel’s wapons will
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Use your brains, invest in trains

i ol e ol o o o e o o il o e o o ol ol ol

Rest your brain — on the train
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Use your brain, go by train

These are some of the slogans which can be wsed
for Railway Development Week from 25 to 3
Mllarch

The socicty will publish a book called New
Raitways by Mike Crowhusst snd Chris
Amundson, A fowr-page leaflet co-ordimated by
John Armatrong will abao he pullished, dealing
with our natsomal strsiegy, inchuding oar palicy
on investment, Feopenngs, new  limes  and
clectrificatsn

Jusl one of the many events planned & a
cotemieny al Gireater Manchester Museum of
Science and Iadusiry, This is oosed in Liverpool

Privatisation

= oot £1 millien, He said: “1 Eurotunnel was &

Eovernment
nEpaELe,
There s aluo disinformation, =People in wuth-
east London were led to believe the Chanmel
Tunsel irain: would soand ke Concosde when
im fmct they will be no noisecr than any olbers. et
dorens of road schemes are given the po-abesd
with po national pubdicity at all.”

He added: “The Chanmes] Tennel link s as
infrastructare meed of axizona] mmpomance. 10 i
ket in @n appalling mes becime the Govem-
memt has stood btk and not taken the proper
responsibility. When aiked whar roate the lime
should take, Mr Parkinson sald; This & niod &
matier for Government.™

There weme, howewer, real opporumities in
privatming fretght. A0 present BR had only three
pef cend [\ revenwe terms) of British freight and
the European railways had fasled dismally 1o win
enternatinsl ralfic.

“If we hal big compamics ke THNT marketing

pragect, 1 oould  resiid and

Some politicians scem o thank 1bere are two
distimct growps of peaple - taxpayers and il
passengers - with the taspayers subsidising the
passEmECrs.

When 1 challonged Public Transport Mimister
Michae]! Portillo over ike Gaimsboromgh -
Barnctby closare proposal (how mach cvslence
imcsdentally does 1he Government wand, allcr .
wears, 1o abow That bas canned replace tran’ ), he
malied nirdy shouf saving lAXpaver’ mOacy.
Maode recent correspondence with ibe Minsier
amil hin private secretary has produced similar
statemenis, the implication being that not wll rail
aRSERPETs pay Laoes

When | asked for figures o prove  dhis,
the Depariment of Transpon chmbed down,
sdmiriing that all raal passengers pay ieadirect
tanes = and “many” also pay direct taxes!

The depariment’s spakeswoman then shiafied hor

Rond statbon, one of the great historical sies of
thee railway age, 1 i an ideal venue for the loszal
bramch 1o launeh their Rl Stravegy for |_ht
Morth Wiest on Thursday 29 March. The mecting
which starts a1 11am will slso be promoting ihe
new Peaks and Plasins by Hail,

A al train from Worksop, through
Muuﬁe#dtd and via the u:‘ly ned Lan-
pMill station is one of the North Mid-

branch's favourite ideas for Rail
Week. There's

[ ]
train an tlon the
ﬁ:n.“riptﬁu. v ?ﬁs;:mtgur things are
beginning to happen.

is sidelined

radl freight on am intornational bass, someiling
really positive could come out of the privatisation
debate. The Eunopean commssioner for tramns.
port had already wlﬁl Ibrowing open ihe
community's raillways 1O penvals operalons.

The afternnon sesskon for the 65 delegabes ot the
conference divsded into three workshop sessions,
dealing with, among other things, politsal
campaigning.

The probilem of lage-nigh! trains beang withdrysn
im several areas was also raised, Coencils have
stepped in o save them and local povernment
financing has become s cnacial thai next year's

conferemos might larget o8 thelr role.
The conlerénce alsd passed & resniaion calling

for the appointmsnt of & BR chairman »#b a
sound knawledge of the railway industry and a
commitment B improving ihe system asd B
shaire al the mariet.

The maan conlerenos report B svalable o £
{post Tree) fromn Johm Lask, 7 CGiloucesies
Avwemie, Crmbeston, Greal Yasmouth, MR

Rail users

pay their

taxes too

gromnd and would have me befieve that poorer
tawpayers who do ot travel by train are
subsidlising rscher taxpayers who do! [ asked her
fod Digaies, oF source maderizh, 1o prove this. A1
the timse of writing, 1 am stll waiting.
Pepssoners, famibies and woung people using
thelr rilcards will doabtless be infcrested 10
knova that they are among the richer sections of
STy

Ncanwhile, we m RIS must siress (i posnbs;

FIRST As raal wsers, we are enlibed o capeot
somee o our taves 10 be ased fo subide rman
wrvices, ospecially when the Ciovermment grami
to BR is lesa than the “hidden subsidy™ fo
COMPANY CAT OWNETE

SRECOND As road users, we have every right fo
ask Fog some of oar taves o be wsed {0 atiract

more (radfic 1o mil, thus relieving pollution,
danger and congestion.

What the
papers say

[xon't blame BR: they'ne doing their best. First
they were ahandoned by the Goverament.. . Now
im turm they have boon lef doam by the City.

The Giuasdian 4.11.59

Company <af Eax conoossions [wosth £1.3
ballian} sdd wp 1o msore than all the subsadies 10
pubdic transport, sanvs the Association of Londos
Authoriies in 3 report called Keeping Londos
Moving, The assocastion says the concessions
should e abolhed snd the monsy spent on
Eraivk and buses.

Todny 24, 10CES

London Crossrail snd Thameslink upgrading
have been shelved by the Government. The
Treazury is being blamed.

The Guardian 6. 1189

A Chinamasn ammesied im Leiden for having no

documents claims he fell asleep on a Erain

Chima = and woke up in the Netherlands
Wiestern Masl 16,5950

Flanders amd Walloas, 1he two parts  of
Beclgium, are squabbling o pet the best HW
from the Channel Tansel
Transpon Keveew NMovemsb,
Britrh companiss will peed better than averageo
ragsport liaks to prosper when they will be
situated far from the sconomic heart of 1he
Europenn single market.
Fimancial Times 15,959

A daily charge of £3 for wsing a car in London
would reduce congestion bul road pricng i also
a potent means of reducing podlufion, anather
external cost impoesed by motorisis

Finamscial Tienes 25,989
Labour Transport spokesman John Presoott
said: “We have no imtention of discouragng car
oanership but we are determined 19 promole
e sensble coar use.”

Draily Telegraph 29,9, 8%

Comiracis have boenawarded 1o biald a ome-mle
stretch of four-lame toad on Londoa's hle of
ogs. At £MMl millon, 0 i clasmed 1o be
Britain’s moad expensive fosd. By costmst the
complete cosd of the Docklands Light Railsay
extenaion 1o Beckion will add up o £240millson.
Fimencinl Times 11.9 8%

y

A survey shows that nearly half the populay

very worried aboud the eavironmeni. More Tean

I million people are sctively doing something
about il

Cireen Magarine Ooioher 1989

Motor vehicles are respomible for about three-
quarters of the polhition problems [ California
which is introdlucing & pechage of measures to
restrict car use, hcluding bamneng amy new
drive-in banks, restausanis ¢1c.

Chmerver 31.9.59

A lack ol povermment aid leawes Eurcfusnel
inwestors with o stake in Britain™s biggess whioe
clphant since the magnox nuclear reacton
The Guandiam I1.9.89
HBR cstmates vandalivm oosts Southein Regon
at least £2 million a year. Mew scal eushsons cost
£ each, double-glazed windows cost £56 and
lighthufhs Wip each.
Wiewl Sussex Garctic 8] 589
Inalian borry drivers blocksided the Brenner Pass
im0 Musiria in a wain bed o bully Austria into
ahandoming cusle on (Oreign | EEgermamls.
haerver 249,59




HANNEL TUNNEL FREIGHT CONFERENCE

Government 1s the weak link

The bow of Brmin's beegear privaee rall fleer
crifncisnd oy Crovrrmimend [or [eAdieg Uy fs Lllﬂ.l':l- [1al
rrovide @ rarl mensork i et oppornEtes of
@ Eurograa fraure. W JEREMY GOTCH mlvo
quritionsd why Briis iy hanglag ow fo s old
foadirg fmuge

My Goich, managing director of CAlE LK Led,
said Brtain might have 10 reconsider s
approach bo the gauge qucstsn.

“(nly ome per cond of Enropesn wagons afe able
B rum mbo Brtain,” he said, “Lookeng 81 us frosm
Eusaps, 1he phvale wagon opersiors doni
wndgratand how Hritmn cam be throwing away
the opportunities of the Channel Tanmsel. ™

Mr Goach, whose company operafes tanks,
bBoppers, powder wagons and open boxes for the
aggregates, chemicals and petrodeum industnes,
sasd the car dissnibutors had already called [of &
Berme gauge roube 31 keast b Shearmess in Kent

Speaking al & rail framsport conference Al
London™s Alexandra FPalace in Cktober, Wi
Giodch called for & premary aetwoik of Herme
paape dimensaans theoughois Hntain

Ay owill never b pastiled on & short-term
i hasss whech would arcrscs peivate capicsl
Maop will sisch mvestment be justified by o raalway
operuting to the financial objeciives which ke
Ciovernment has sei for BRE."

He added: =1 do not guarrel with a policy whach
seeks to make railways profitable, nor do | angue
wgainst the privatisation of the rileays, But sach
s policy shifts the obligation for investiment in
e bong-term  imfrasinecture on 10 comiral
government

“The pohngeans cansol have il bolh ways, Now s
the tme for the sccepiamce of n policy of
development of the il infrastructare.

“We will never get an ideal workd unless we go

A golden

Clne af the suceoetifind ways of gemeag ME lorrea -||.f:r
thr roadi of Swrtzerfond and Aesrio has beem dhe
drvelopiend, with goveramen suppor, of “rol-
b miotovway” weevioes where fornies and s
o PR e i wied by special iraims, said Mr
BERT (3OOTE, raifway busimess manager (o
Ensrammnme!

As part of this progess, for nstanoe, all overnsght
mbernational loffcs werg 10 he bamned by
Autria from December 1569

Mr Goote sabd it would be politically unlikely
that Bmiaen would sllow whole lomes 1o be

POLLUTION

= Fomnatain o ey
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Carbon dioxids 2000 98000
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—LINE-UP OF SPEAKERS —

Pter Dunkedey Slaphan Josaph

for M. We have b0 poimt out the long-lerm
socio-econemic bemefits of rail a8 well a5 the
insdeguacies of the present syshom.™

Mr Gotch specifically called for povernmesi
imvestmend fo cnabic Railiraight 1o provade a
proper network of depots. He wamned that soms
private depats gomld glose

He pramed BR managers for their “wide awake™
appiasch bul aadd they were beimg set ondy hall
the task

“In Germany, BR is sdmired for what it is doing.

farced an 1o the rails Bul there was hope of &
tramsfier from road o rl in tbe development of
swap scudies, This allows ihe load to be switchexd
casilv frowm one modde to the other.

He predicted that, even in Hritain, 1 (0
lorryloads a day would switch 1o rail from day
one of the channel tunnel opening That was the
equivalent of & Mkm traffic quese asd would
mizan less polbution, greaier energy savings snd o
recluction i nolse levelks.

He ssid 1kt & 000 special wagons for inderma-

Cigrman Halbsays ane saying that |h.|::|. wWani bo
el b g with ooses. i the same ways o BR.®

He nadded: “We must comvince both major
parties of 1k meri in rail investment. There i a
Erowing interest in oost benefil analysis as a way
of providing a fmirer and brosder basis for
investnsent in iranspaor”

He warned BE thai seliabahty is as ampodtand as
speed. Yandaliam is a major problem in Brcsn
when i i nod in conbineslal Earops

He said: “Here slabs of condrete ane dropped
throsigh the windsreens of cars being imes-
pairted by Fasl,”

He aleo stressed the imporiance of geiting
imvestmnen deviskons right

“When | place am order for a wagon, il takes one
wear b build and 30 years 1o pay off.”

He estimated that 4500 new wagons able 1o run
om baith British and continental Bnes woukd need
15 b bealy by D992, wath 1000 For car carrying and
1NN e evmbminers, Hul he warsed of o dilutson
of clfort if BR g 10 invest in wagoss joo, Thal
coibd e it 1o the pesvale operatof

He called for a stable three-sided approach:

BRITISH BAIL should mvesi to make sisel
profitable and technscally advanoed.

THE GOVERMMENT should invest in cresting
a rail network 0 meet the opportunities of a
Europsan lalure

FRIVATE COMPANIES can be leil o paves! mn
efupmenl, skilk and mamsgement I Builkl a
stable wevice induriry,

But Mr Goich warmed: =An preseni, i & the
Ciovernment commitment which is lacking wheich
leaves us with a iwo-sided triangle

opportunity for rail

tional  frelght  traffic would be  needed
immodiately and the eventual tsdal would be
NN

When the tunnel opens, there will be o freigh
shuttle (carryimg road vebicles) af leass every six
mimutes, and sometinses cvery theee. Im addition,
there woull be 27 imerasisonal freight traim a
day.

Bl he identificd 1he loading gauge difference as
one of the potential peoblems which could
prevent the radlways from inking sdvantage of a
“polden oppofTusILy

Roads are the real threat

The damgers of ceareralal-aise fanl WEpon
dlspenping dir il o & BRe Foddy & .-“‘hu_lrillllj
o Wirddvione wiere podnied aur by M STEMFNEN
JOSEPH of Tearipost M0,

The Channe] Tense] could scrually make P
problers i Kemt worse and the problem was
caacerbwied by the koading gasge difference as
well & e rubes on rail investment

“BR has v belance ibe books w0 there is actually
on incentive for i b0 oreaie congestion bn

subsirban traims because geiting full trains looks
hke o good retiarn on (evestment,” he said.

*If the mailways are man in this way, their
environmental benefits camnmd b achscved, ™

He pointed owl that Paris requines road haaliers
1o tranship all freight froe large vehicles o small
onas o Bhee outskarts of the oy

“Thewe s alsn o bas o large lornes ar weekends
i France, QCGermany amd Switrerland  and
penerally more conteodks on lormy movemend. ™




NEWSWATCH

A mew KIS lealler aboud privatisation (s called
Who Showld Bus O Hailleays? Secoid
Thoughts. 11 was prompied by the downbea
releremces o privaElEseon al the Tory Paniy
confgenoe in Ociober by Transport Secretary
el Parkinmon. He may well e h;vip_F ulnln;]
lh'l-'lUEh'l"- himsc|f about the wisdsm ol 'q_'|||r|g offf
B and "-j'l‘lll“ﬂg 11 up. e keatfleér ams 1o give
him and his collcagues funther food for thouaght

We quote ibe recent report (rom (he Govern:
ment’s finsncial sdvieers Larards, concluding
that some of ihe options would just not b
feasshle. We smk: Don’l we really need o mose
balanced Crwermsmes! atliade 1o trasnport sl
C!-I'Ill.'\ﬂi"'l b rail idvestmicnl amd spporn

Ouis lealbel recommends sensible parimership
Between the private sectors, as ought 1o be
msppeming over the Chamnel Twnnel blink, and
frams alention 1o our book on privatisation
Wha Shaoiibd Bum Char Baibways? The Book costs
£1.9% powt free from Alan Harwood [address
back page ). The beallet cam be obisined free from
Rioland Whate (achlness back page ) snid is sdeal
far sendeng to vomar MP

- = W

ling, £7.37. Prize
La Co Durham, E30.50-2 B
W Plant, W E15.265; 3 Mr M J Savage,

Clet . his

don WCE £7.62, Prize pool £61.

The lotery needs even more members o
make the prizes better, You can held the
society rise money and have a chance o
win yourself, from Dave Finch, 28
Mevill Avenue, Hidderminster, Wares

Waogkl vou like 10 help with an RDS video
Member Daxvid Pitt is investigating the makiag of
org - and perhaps ullimately a senies of videos -
hased on our popular By Ral books. Thess
woild condemirale on the more unasual amd
INEEFERLINE MHAER — |OUFFBCYS ol SAUFPIRee aa rhc:..
are called in ome of the books - bul aleo
demonstrate the ense amd relative comfort of
VEMTANG My Toufsl arirsstions by rasl,

Wi shall meed sponsarshap b produce @ video of
profossional standard and an eliciens distribu-
tiemn system. 11 youa can help, or have sugpestions.
please contact David Pitt &1 40 Riverssde.
Camhrdpe CHS SHN

LR

The TR A is kmowon 1o pame 5 barge et o s fundds
by rumning prolectos rackers among lerry ansd
taxi OPErabors o i1 s perhags ol ".||rp|r|h.|51'i: that
these has been Bombeng and dsrupison on the
ligliast - Duhlim railway line, Is there mow &

Pronvroshal wang of the rosd lobby?
As we know, pecple Bke trmes, and therg afg

e W upgrade |Lsme Dwiblan with kg
welded rack, new signadling end rolling siock

It's difficult to present logeal srguments o
terrorists about why they should leave the
railway alone but st least zome brave people are
rving

A gromup ol moddedatcs, ||||_'|u|_‘||r|1 official
Limiomisis and Fine Gael, ran Pesoe Trains on 28
Oober between [Mublin snd Bellasa. o prodesi
agamnst the amli-rail pabicies ol Simn FemTREA
The traans were of course dinipled by bomb
thacats and omly time will tell wheahsr poopde
O o 1gTTa sl vialenoe will be msore elfective

NMICHOEAS HAMMONG hai been a8 keen
BIAPWARTEF @ e heasiraet? Thoanel e i mmfnrpry
Wiy BN amiuded s the BR Foneelimp gumwge. fn @
pf'.H'h'd.lil.r I.IJ'J"H.‘HI. e caalls arm dfe T wty by champe
ity iy amd be “mmare Renible”

The Labour Party’s tramsport poley inclisdes
suggestions that loading gauges should be musde
e gemenoas. 18 savs: “Using existing track,
Bridpes would be raised and tunnek improved 1o
allow higher loads inclslimg comiainers and
lerrigs 1o be carnicd from the Champel link.”

AL least the Labour Pary realises that raabway
development in the |'Flk must mean Thal British
radlways becosme compatibls with European
mehways becsuse of the tnned

Hiow sad then thar RD%S should kave become s
backward-looking as w0 sdvocate thar 1ke BR
lomding gamge is satistactory and that onldy slaght
adijusiments need b made 1o the sreh aunches
of overbridges 1o pass comminers, The socen’s
“do nothing ™ spproach i socommedating conti-
nemlal wagons on British soil is not an sherastne
policy, itis a defeat. It is soguisscence in e Dace
of pressure from a government which is overnly
wnki-rail

Mis Thatcher's gavernment would like 1o spend
all grapspeert invesimeni on roads and has
prohably peld BE o keep quict about the Berne
pamge problem. By dent of too cosy a relationship
with BR, the vt has spread o BEDS, so RIS
memhers have boen duped and the sodety is mod

A personal
plea
to change

the BR
loading

Michodas Hamvnond ga“ge

the sihrami campaigning body 1 originally felt
prowd amd privileged 10 join

Whale 1 o nat agree with chis RIS s howand-
lisoking atbiiude, ofne has 1o concede thal there
arg lechnical objectioen o boading  gawge
comversion. The tennels, brdges and platforms
omn French rallsays can allow for wagom one fool
palled than those i Britain, six inches widar o8
cither side and, st platform heights, cight inches
wider on either =ide. It is the high b
pladforms ikhat are the real problem, . .aal
comversion of BR 1o the Bome gauge s out of the
guestion. The costs would be astronoenic, 1here
would be severe disnaption 10 servces and the
I|||“-|'_|rir_|-F of pladhos s woild e very unp-npullr
Can there oot be o modest way of acoommsodal-

A heavy drain on F

Variowy ophiany o cope widh e pauge prohivm
firve been sorufinied over o period of four years
Fry the RIS frefpiel comumines befiore an eventual
podicy wan agreedd wilh B8 ard the Private Wagon
Federasion, The poicy wan approved by tee RIS
aimigl gendral meclimg el veor afthouel 17 was
Exprcred By b rdvieword gata hru’_ﬁl_y by rJar_ﬁ-'ﬂFm
SIS A Novemiter, STEVE WILETNSON
aad rECARGAE BOYYLE pedl tal flar sriuaivon.

The cosa fscior so outweighs sll oiber conasdera-
tions that it & unrealistic even 1o put forward &
wheme for conversion 1o Berme gawpe m Britam

Swap bodies suitable for mosd snd e ancd
wmall-wheel wagons able 1o ake large contaimen
are the hope for the future.

Unforuanately Berne gauge seems o have
acgaired a mystigque all of itsown. Apparently all
wo have 1o do i 1o convert 1o LIC gasge (Lnion
Imcrnationale don Chomuans de Fer)amd all odar
trosblics will be aver. The reality s very differemt
LINC pawge would make no difference to daviome
passemper sorvioes. 11 would make 3 margsnal
diflefence B sbeeping car services by sllowang
three-high herths. I would make only a margnal
dilference 1o Teenghl servioes.

Cartsin bosds cumently owl of gange could he
carried, but BRS miscrly perocntage of natsonal
tlklngﬂ et lar mare b Dovernmend andi-rasl
bias. BR could easily teple #is hoadings with this
b remaoved

Conversion of even a few stmtegic rowles e LTI
Eauge woukl cost thousamds of milboms of £5. A
debn of 1his magnifude loaded on to BE would
rapully lgac] 1o ity demize. The imerest charges
on fisgh a debd would make the cosi of wmall-
wihee| boges wapons, far the small percentage of

loads sctaslly pecding them, scem very small
indeed

O course if the Governmend was propared bo
give o direct grand to BR of, sy, 5 hillien for
conversion, | would gladly acceps . But 1 coulkd
still think of beifer uses for the momey:
clectnfication, mew lincs, reopenings, improvisd
rofling stock and mamy other things, As such
grants willl not be given by this oF asy other
povernmient, we can returm 10 the real workl
Feople link the coming of the Channel Tumnel
with the need for UIC gauge, s ot us assess s
impact. It is only two tracks. Filty per cont of its
capacity i dedicated o rosd shuttles, [ge
remaining 530 per cenl, more than hall & ¢
passemper Araffic which oould mob conceneahly
jastily Abe o8l of COnvession 1A IncTeEsed
revenac

Sa we afe 16l wilh ke tham 15 per el ol ns

Maka! veas: Eumpadn incusiny &




for rail freight

img French fresght wagoms al a  politically
acceplabde oosd. say £3 10 £4 billlienT May 1 put
my own ideas? As the tumnel geserates tralfic,
there will need 1o b & new railway freight moute
acrods the Network SombEass) mone. The new
fne could] run alongside 1Be high spead linc o
Medway, larming monbh-wes o Danbodd asd
through & tunsel ender the Thames, conEnuEng
paralle]l to the M5 on s sorth-exstern side, amd
weeriag off vo the nonb-cast of Epping. Crossing
the Cambridpe line, following the Hertford East
branch amd the Hertford Morb loop, it woukd
follow the East Coast Main Line 16 & burrowing:
jurction under Hsichin station.

From the norfewest of Hisching there are
thousands of miles of abhandoned or mandown
{particularly cx-Midland Baslway ) double track
beds which could be oomapicd by single tracks
pving pencnous Heorne pauge clearanses. Al
Bediord, the Oxford line could pive scocss
tix the ex-Circal Weslern systean. Mot of this
freight-oily neleodk would Be sengle 1Fack wath
lengthy passang pleces, uwang dicsel wracieon. HR
passenger traled could use sretehes ns Eeful
links but obvicusly, there would be mo high
plat®™==ns sloag this freighi-oaly setwork. The
Se Carliale route could be given a genuinely
profitable new lease of life,

The credibility of RED¥S coald be at stake if it does
nof produce sensible proposals for the develop-
mend of Brilaim's railways 10 make 1hem
compatible with those of Europe. If Spain. a

i
ki J

Bft Sin cordminer

—— A structurs gauge

Loa ?-I.l.wﬁﬂ‘ﬂ
BRs Gus

relatively poor coundry, cam commat herselil o
spending £10 billlion modemising her railways
because of the simgle maarket in 1992, cannod
RI¥S brimg forward imaginative proposals for
lsading gauge compatibility? Al a time of
Thatchermm™s demase. RIS has potheng b lose

Dvtted lind shows

R’s slender purse

capacity. The speed differential between freight
and passenger trains effectively reduces this
figure 1o bess than 210 per cent.

BR expect 10 have anvund 35 freight paths cach
way per day. It has already contractod [or I7
freaghts cach way per day. We have therelone
analy 1 Nl eight Brains cach way par day 1o be full
1o capadaly, We Beheve thal with & linrle
marketmng. such & figure o casily astainable

If we can fill oil the nvnilable space with BE
gauge traffic, why spend thousands of millions
converting the gaage? Even if the spare capacity
cout™ i be filled, 16 trains a day canmod justify
the i |, sared expenditure. When a second tunnel
is buili and 2K paths per day become available,
the posdtions cosabl be reviewed.

It could be thougii 1hat informal piggyback eraffus
will muake all the dfference. In fsct. piggvback

RSN fUMing o swap badas

only survives in Germany becaime of heavy
governmond subsady and in Swibperland by
punilive road legrlaton, neather of which will be
fonhoameng hete

All new HR lines - and reconstruction where
possibile — are abieady 10 a gauge larger than UTC.
We suppost 1hal. We do nol agree with
convermsnn bod 185 own sake. The cost has 1o be
weeghed agasnsl incfeased Povenoo ofherwise
whal was meant 10 be a benefit becomes a
financial millsgone,

Wie have already unged BE 1o extend its network
passed for the transpon of B0 Gin IS0 containers
on standard Fresghtheer a1 wagons amd bo set
up rosd’ri depols 50 B major SEslamer i mone
tham M miles from & railhead, We Bave also
mdentified the Midlend mudm lne o (e hest place
tor start if BE agreed io o ose-roulc-al-a-time
conversion b Berme gauge. We alo identificd &
posaible new rowte across Lomsdon vin Mew Cross
anel 1he Morth London lines.

Even s, in 1987, we recommended BR to look s
making uscful adjusiments 31 minimum expense
by comcenirating on the “top comer™ of s W5
freight bading gauge. W sail small adjustments
a1 platorm levels maght be posuble toa.

The gresiess dusdvamiage of comermg 1o
Berme gauge would be thse cnoemous cost and the
years of dismaption o the masy types of
BE customer. Every siatioa platfosm, every
passcnger ooach and viraally every bridge and
tunnel would have 1o be abiered

There would also be a risk if ondy pan of the
netwnek was cotveried. The rest might atrophiy
Would Berne gauge over reach Invermess,
Hampor, Pemrance, ket alone Wick, Holvhead o
Milford Haven?

BRANCHES

Southampion willl get an hourly direct service 1o
Gatwick Adrport following elecinfication of 51
Denys to Pororeek and Farlingion junctions
and BEasileigh - Farcham. MNerwork SouthBast
director Chees Green explained how o completedy
new pattern of services will resuh. Cn & reo-year
trial bagis., NSE will operate an elocinic servioe
from Southampion to Lomdon Yictora via
Farcham. Havant, Howe, Haywards Heath.
Gatwick Airport. East Croydon and Victoria

Work has started on rebuilding Ewstloigh station.
wilh B putting up 50 per cond of the cost, wih
Eastleagh borsagh  councd  and  Hamgshere
coumly council cath provadhng IS per cent. A it
15 b e pronaded (or passenpers with deaahalsises

We welorme the plan 1o rebmild Sourhampeon
(Esstleigh) Parkway SO0 meeires furiber nonb
bast are alee callimg for foar tracks 10 be provided
The new owmer of Southampion (Eastleigh)
mirport, Peter de Savary, is keem to press ahead
with providing mnlti-millon pound new Escillities
a1 the aimpost which would meod 10 be ticd in with
the rail station.

An RDE membor & smpposhing  ussig 1ss
on-drect Wieymouth bo Weymomlh Ouay e for
& fFain servioe iivolnng pvale eseiprse

We hope co-operabin beiwees Hamphere
coundy ¢ouscsl and MNMerwork SouthBEast will
provede 5 bk on the [sle of Wight herween the
NSE electrifsed line from Hwde Pier Head 1o
Shanklin amd the preserved stesm railway from
Ashily 10 Haven Sareet

An Eastleigh Transport Heritage Centre may be
w1 mp by the borough. Branch chairman Jon
Honeysett submitted o prospectss of RDS
suggestions to the borough's director of leisure
amil bowarism.

Peter Maglsen

Lancashire and Cumbria

The West Lancashire line will have an hourly
service from May. The local users” group,
the Crmakirk Pressom Travellers Association,
weleome BR's move bal have severe resorvations
aboud the Foss of cortam well-used peak hour
servioes.  The association will Bold  publss
moclangs carly in 1he MNew Yoar o End oml how
sommulen will ke alfecied

The Mamchisicd 1o Soaithpoit lsnc will get &
hall-hougly service Teoim May which s pocsd pews
for rthe campagn o ihe resione Humsoough
curves. [ will exse the plight of passengers who
were last year subjected 10 weriom overcrowding
There were even repons of passemgers being left
behind &1 intermediate  stations  sxch oas
Burcough Bridge.

Cumbria County Counal is looking a1 the
possibility of reopening Cillsland station on the
Carlisle to Mowdastle line. This would be inked
inda i6e devclopmen] ol Birdoswald i a6
Halriam s Wall a5 & magod fours] sile

Al boig lnsl, ma)or repass have bocn msde 10
Ribhlehead viaduc om the Senile — Carlishe ling
Chver o wi-week persnd, BR engineering icams
worked not just on the visdocot bt on many other
stiuciares abong ihe line. BR  Proviecial's
manager with responsibility for the line. Roger
Cobbe, has made it clear thad from May there
will be am extra service each way on the line and
hit all servioes willl be kooo-hawled. There will be
al least Fve coaches with the possibality of
sifengtheming 1o 10 al peak imes. However, the
Skaplon 1o Landasicr ng loscs o Gl s se fvices
anidl 1Bt cveming sorviee 5 dissbcally  retimsd
fram Locids

Richard Wars
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Midlands

DML beakdowns, delayvs and cancellagions are
petting worse en the Midlands. mainly because of
& sorous shortage of fAfere af Tyseley. The
compinesd use of “elapped oul” 30-year-nld
digsch s atrastng headling anacks on BR. Wes
Midlancdks PTA has repeatedly protested 1o HR,
warming of 1be conseguences. Only seven class
150 Sprimers have been svailable a1 Tvseley
since October. Fifty more Sprinters have been
prommised for May 190 after o high-evel
“tonfromtation” on 7 November, Meanwhile
wervices deteriorate, passengers defect and we
are still waiting for government approval for
chectrification of the Cross-City line. The
spphication was made in January!

Wi are pleascd the Cannock Eraine wo cam-
paigesd for have cxeeeded officis] predactions
X0 gy SN0, Theswe woere actually S nps por
week within wx msomiba, BB angd the logal
councils sre now keem 1o cxgend the Walksall -
Hednesford train 0 Bugebey and Srafford buy
profably nor for 8 vest or 0 becsuse of follang
sinck profhlems.

Wakall is destined to become A very basy
interchange with plans by the counals. the FTA
snd BR 16 reapen for passengers the Stourbridge
- Dudley - Walsall (reight line and with the
Micdland Metm we of Walall

Propmals have abo boei pul 16 the eounsals [of
reopeming the Waliall — Brownhilk - Lihfick]
line for both freight amd passenger. A aide shiw
Presemation s now avadlabde for showing to local
growps. A new booklet called The Browmhills
Connection has beem published by Walsall Rail
Supporiers. It costs Vip (post free) from WHS,
3% Somerset Road, Walsall W54 2DP,

Waorcesienhire Coanty Councl has agreed bo
spensd  DHNEN) on a second  plaiform  ad
Bromagrove sation. Work begins in January an
s now Tame Bridge station at the south end of
Hesend mandalling vards. 15 will open in May
1590

Alan Bevan

East Anglia

Whaat was for vears a rather forbidding, gloomy,
wnstalfed sation i mow & bright and attractive
gateway o the market town of Wymondham and
a peasamt place to wad for o train. The main
buikding, dating from 1844, has been comvoriod
By RDS member David Tormer iMoo piana
thowrosom and restauraml, with koecal rofwavana
1o adkd inferest. Anacther member, Leslse Howes,
has heclped Mr Turmcr in the rencvation. I's a
poodd cxample of panneshgp berwcen BRE amd
private enberprise

In Chotabes, the staiinn was the venue for the
laiimehs of 1be thisd edinos of East Anglia by Rail
The: firsa edetion, pablished in 1584, was the firsg
RO milguide. DBramch  chairman  Peter
Wakelield wdd the mew version shoubd stimulate
Evien more peopke 1o explone the region by train.
Wymondham (prosounced  Windham)  woihd
itscli e & good place 10 visit.

T g Camedosl

London and Home Counties

After three vears of working as o privaie
lohbyeng body, the Weslden Line Campaign is
now open 1o membership. This decision was
taken following considerable public interest i
getting  imvolved. In the pasl few moaibs.
meembers have been jaining fromm tovars such
as Crovdon, East Grinslead, Edonbrslge, Ton-
bridge.  Twenbrklge Welk, Crowhomough,
Uckimld. Lewes, Brighton, Easihourms, Mow-
haven and Scatosd, This demoesiratcs the exient

iof public imterest in completing the rail network
which curmently has o gap of just seven miles
betwoen Lewes and Uckficld and the desire o
sce e roube regencraled as a aselul part of the
rail svalem serving East Sussen, West Kent and
Sisrey,

Annual membeeship costs £ whale a permancmt
subsonption s on offer ot £10, We arc ms
secking o buy or operate aey part of the railway
bt we are working to schicve ibhe evenual
reinsinfiement and elecindication of the Lewes —
Ched rowle b be operated by Nerwork
SouthEast. Those interested in sapporting the
campsign should send a a stamped, addressed
envelope to: Wealden Line Campaign, PO Box
645, Uickheld, TN SBE.

Scotland

A gergalar has been sent 10 a8l logal anthorises
between Glasgow amd Edisburgh suggesting
they shoubd umine to fighs lor ebecerificatson of 1he
Edwnburgh - Cilasgow line, in a siemilar way 10 1he
CREATE fight for clectrification to Aberdesn.
R[S wanis o see both campaigns complement
each other rather than compere. We wam &
rollimg programme following completion of the
Edinburgh - Carstairs scheme. We are worried
by memarks from SootRail that Carstain ebectrifi-
cation could be used 1o re-roate throagh frains
from Glasgow B Mewcadle and the sowth,
leading b the downgrading of 1he Falkirk High
lime,

The Scanish Football Assoasteon and promalens
of o national stadium have been advised that &
rail stagion o6 &5 pEin bne ol be an essential
element of amy stadium which might replasce
Hampden Fark.

A Buro MP has been ashoad to follow up & repon
which suggested there could be fraod imvolved in
owverproviding for European road plams.

Lothian Regeon has been comgratulated for b=
imagirative light rapid tranan sytem for Edin-
Margh, i/ contrasl 1o Strathclvde which has a
plgantis road building programme vel gives
manimal suppoit for fad  development.  The
Labgwer panty s been challenged 1o justily is
Strathclyde policy and to give s pledge, following
ke publication of its transpon podicy, that a ral
bridpe will ke bl 31 Domnaoch

The branch will be formally crificising the
Ciovernment s policy documsent an rowles south
of Ednbargh. 18 has ignored the potemtial of the
rail bings and makes no montion of the
onvifanmen

A paper ts belmg prepared for the Sconish
Convenion ssgpesiang 1ha rxil matters shoukd
be devolved to amy Scottish povermmesi which
may be wet up

Douglas Sman

Yorkshire

Hudl curfew: ihe winter timetable resulicd in a
cuthack of late eveming trains scrving Hull, To
make major savings in signalbox stafleng on the
line from Hull o Goole and Sellby, late-sghs
trains from Sheifick] and Manchesicr age beang
terminated a1 Coode amd Sclby. The basi irwin
from Hull 1o Doscaster beaves at 2005, o Leeds
a1 3343, while of the Wolds line ., ibe last iradn b
HeridBington lesves an ZH0. Humberside County
Counal s tryimg 1o relieve these dege conditions
by prosidimg late evening replacement buses
[ basrivution ).

Cmsh ourves: The TUOC imguary  mio the
closure of curves af Gascoigne Wioond
and Milford South juncismn near 5y as well as

the Andsby curve in Hull is 10 be beld on 23 amd
38 Movember, The Ankby garve carmes o
regular wervice, but cnablos excufisins, wme
steam-hauled, from the west e travel on io the
Wolds lme without having o go into Parsgon
station and reverse, This shon kength of line was
buil in 19648 10 replace & nearby ourve which had
three level eronsings. Mull city councl paid
(45000 gowunds i, probably cgquivalent 16
hunidreds of thomsands of poands a1 wdan’s
prices, The chosmre of this curve will sl save 8
farmune for BIR. Oiher roasonin e siispocted

(uality comtrol: Breakdowns and staff recnsi-
ment problems have been cauing havoc with
rush-hour traims. Thirty-year-old DU have
long passed ihbcir hife cxpeetancy, Pacer trains
have been waiting for gearhoxes and ihere s a
shoetage of fitlers a1 Neville Hill depot in Leeds.
On one occaskon, passengers in a Pacer from
Sheffickd 1o Huddersdield were stranded for six
b near Pemsione

Acton staisans: Selby Action Groap hes been
campaigaing for @ morming and cvening 1ramn
hetween Selby amd York o be devened by
Chusch Fenton o serve the Sheebwin industrial
extmte. Many people in Sclhy work om this estate
snid there i no public trassport. BR has rejected
the idea saying it would imeriere with coal traina,

Drancaster: Soalh Yorkshire PTA is considering
opening a station acar Adwick be Street on ===,
Domscaster — Wakeheld lme which would |
relieve the appallisg traffc congestion an nosds
imbo DRancasicd jomn cemine,

Diemin Braciary

Wales

Heaction 1o an RS scheme for recpening il
Bangor - Cacmarfon line has boon very
favoarable although finding the [4.5 million
mecded romains 8 problem, A report o8 the
wheme was prodeced by Dave Sallery. Seve
Jomcs and Faod Fasriey.

Llanwesl signal Box is doing o beaning 1ower of
Pisa and 10 replace il wosld cosy £100000, Ever
keen bo save money. Provineial hus inssesd opded
1o femove the passing koogp and reduce servioes i
seven trains a day which would mean there sould
b e posoom foer chsarter teakns or nusclear flasks

Morik Wabes secens 1o be the place where old
DMUs are scrid o i, There 13 & torrble
shortage of wparcs and currently IT umits A ]
of sction Wil the resuli thad trans have |
cancelled snd buses run imsteail {busiistion)).

Theee have been problems with the introduction
al @ hourly service on the Wrexham = Bidston
line which has been accompanied by off-peak
“LEIn0 Closures.

Tw-Crocs signalbax on Anglesey has been
comdemned resmlting in poor timekecping bet-
ween Bangor and Holyhead sithaugh Provnosl
i looking al mtroducing aslomatic coloar hght
signalling between Guarwen and Walley,

We are moniloning reporis thal savage culs in
station siaff are being propoesed for Morth Wales.
Al b 195 Sprinters ane reported o be back in
action in South Wales, Theie have been big
timetahle changes on the Cardslf Valley scrvices
with Sunday scrvices between Penarth and
Coryion beng aned snd lste-evening Erains
redoced. A joint epen (with Transpart JE8E) &
being prodiuced on passenger  reopening  of
Bewport 10 Abertillery and Ebbw Vale
A Wit Wales Lime Ulsers” Cirowp was 561 up 31 8
meeting e Tenby on 11 Movember

R Fatrley
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Missing links

I wholeheariedly endorse CGirakam MNaliv's
analysi of imlerarban Enks amd (e come for
“filling in" virategic gaps in ik Bctwork. The
ool of w0 doing. even when track has Been
remaved, would be "small beer™ when companed
la cwrrent levels of expenditure on mew roads,

Hmﬁn.mm:_huﬁ;ﬂhcrmrﬂ:u.ﬂm
lacking amy competitive rail service, spreng to
mend, Bourmcmowth and Poole, with over
MO0 people. are very poorly served excepd
Trom Losidon. Ty making a trip bo, say. Brisiol
or Plymouth!

Amother “misseng link™ wihich | have been masde
aware of by collzagaes on the south coast and in
ke midlands & thai from Lelcesies, Deertvy amd
MaottEngham 1o the sl vis Oxford, The seed 10
travel via Birmingham Mew Street tends 1o
emcourage all but the comméined rail wer 1o dirve
down the M1, themce M25 and M3, road
compeslion permitting!
Oine weonders bow paliticians can spend so misch
time arguing about who owns the rail network,
rather tham taking proper deps 1o improve it
Phitip Risan
A6 Nomeywall Howse
Sneke-on-Trent
Congratulations

e congratulate Oraham Malty on  his
s_gestion of A Network for the 90s. But ob dear
Wales!
In the Wales branch notes, RDS was credned
with proposing a light rail scheme for Cardsdi
Bay. In fact it was 1he Gilamsorgan Rail Users’
Federation who produced two sets of proposals
fiar raal transpart & the Bay arca,
Incidentally | have to twavel from Candill bo
Craford Polyvicchns: which russ megular courses
o ingerest 1o Cerlian paaleisichials Hﬂilﬁ; (1
South Wales. A Swinden - Peterborough service
winuld undoshtedly help sccess. 11 would be even
betier if it started @i Brsol asnd called
Parkway. At present | sm Baving 1o wse the car,
Chwds Arumdion
M Cheritan Dvlve
Thornklf
Cardiff

Greater harvests still

We in the Huddersficld - Penmtane - Sheifield
Kail Users Association wene mosl mberested in
Cirgham Maliy's proposals {Railwach 41) for
ieveboping new Sprinter limks for the 19940k

the years we have repeabedly called for

rough Sheffield - Bradford service via
Fanidersfield. Obnviomsly the simplesl means of
schicving this wousld be by extesiling 1he existing
Penistone ine trains. bait they woald nol vacld
seractive end-to-end jourmey TEmes,
A semi-fad servior meeds do ke establahed
alonmg ke route, serving the five main cemres
of popalason - Sheffield, Harnsbey, Hud-
dersficld, Halifax and Bradiord - plus Sheplcy,
Penistome, Hrighouse amd Elland.  Both
Brighouse sl EMand are alresdy os Wes
Yorkshire FTEs Est for reopening. Such a
service could form the nonhern leg of a
cross-country |k se that places north of
Shefliehd could enjoy regular direct traims bo the
Midkands amd South.
A positve  response s poocded from BR
Provimgial because our line i todally dependent
o sl FTA fusdling, oven for the cross-border
Penistome - Dhenby Dale section. Albough
eI has supponedly peneraied o pomitive
approach 1o developing new services, thero are
few siges of this kecally, The teademark of BR
Eastern Region seems 10 be segative thinking

Provincial rightly chsims the ssccess of ifs
Sprinter revolution is sitrbutable o the creation

of o wede range of new through jpourney
uﬁqﬂlmllkl. I s recognised a1 lasn hiovw mevuch
passc detested changang timins, Having
acocpted this basic fact, it is reaping the benefits,
with evien greater harvests £l avaikable.

Fear should nod be allowsd 10 dictate the shape
amd size of an enlarged network, Population
shoald be & key facior. Frve mapor Yorkshire
centres of popelsisos, bossting & combinscgd
population in excess of 1| mallion could be lEnked
by a Shefficld = Bradond servee. Ol prejudices
should be rejected =0 our limse can fulfil the
strabegic rode it = capable of in releasing
Bradford from its presemt ehongaed sideng stanas
froen Leeds. Come o Provincial, be brave, be

bald. Arrew CHelfielsd
14 Long Lane
Worerall, Shefficld

Poor old Beeching

Poor ofd Beeching is the man we all love 1o hate,
it let ws remembaer bis positive comtribution and
thal politicians of one colour employed him,
while politicians of another oolour carried out his
closuse proposal logelher wilh a fow of their
own. Every ime | want & laagh. all | have bo do
b refer 1o & map of Barbara Casthe’s “baxc™
rmilway system of 1967, where lincs o places ke
Keswick, Eanrby, Rawtenstall, Okehampton and
St Ives (Cambs) were stated 10 be part of a new
strategic metwork, only to be declared candsdates
for closare by the same admenistration throe
vouars bter. Beeching canmat be Mamed lor 1he
closure of the Criond - Cambridge line, On the
comdrary, his repont carmarked this Bne foa
development.

Whoever & to Blanse for 25 vears of stupidity,
Raifwatch 41 cata sETE ERCiHng mew
possibilities that were umbinkable seven years
ago. We can now talk abowt rebailding raileays
withaut being discounted as sostalgia rail froaks.
In fact the reconstnection of & few miles of track
between the maim lines out of Losdon can
revolulionise  cross=country  travel, Samly -
Bedford s one example and I-Iuﬂ:in'ﬂ.m Iy
Cambrislge is another.

But | am not sure Graham Nahy has picked a
winmer by advocating the revival of the 18-mile
Morthampton = Market Harborough lime, Sunely
reopenang the nine miles of Wellingborough -
Morthampton, with perhaps o park-and-ride
station af Eards Harton, & a more oost-effective
praposition. offering an allemative limk between
Birmingham and East Anglia. while passing
through a completcly differem set of imporant

lerwris ans il Evavid Cireen
The Bank Flar
Sid High Rowd
Tavtarrfiren
Laondea NI SAF

Pacer to the Lakes
I am promgpied 1o mention a gap in our Yorkshire
il SEfvales — & goam lack of through services

from Leeds and Bradand 1o the Lakes. While
nd ms poenmercaally altractive aa ihe services
listed im A Network for the 9k, il s worthy of
mHMe considerntion,

I ssbmit @ summer, amd less frequent winder,
facility between Leeds and Wisdermere would
probably be a commercial sucesss, Sprinbers
woukl be betier but Pecess are better thas
nolking. A Lecds 1o Lncaster Pacer that, instead
of proseeding B0 Morecambe, wem insicad o
Ureahiolme and Windermere would be a boon

There s abo o potential for a Leeds = Barrow

service with Girampe ovier Sands being a popaular
s

Tahm Keavey

17 Uiplarmads

Ekipnon

Nowih Yorks

Answer (o lerror

May 1 natify Irich meeanbers of gither nationality
of the petizon being orgamised to urge the two
povernments 1o maintsin the Beliast 1o Dhablin
rallway line againsi which, together with lines
whally in MNorthemn Ireland, tbe IRA are wagang
a campaign of opposilion.

The bombing started las1 December  and,
in February tha year, the Sinn FenfilRA
organisation said tha, ower the next few yoars, 9
would enswre that the croda-border rowle dloscs
permamendly

In Ireland this petition, prepased by ibe lish
Comngress af Trade Linions s avaalabde tog ugeang
in places of work, shapping centres coc. Those
whea womld wish 1o add weaght 10 the petition bai
wiw live in Cerear Bricain mighs wmie 1o their
MPs andior 10 the peribos organisers: The Irish
Congress of Trade Unions, 3 Wellingron Park,
Heblnss 9 (phone Hellast &8172) or 19 Raglan

Road, Dublin 4 | pome Dwhlon 80681 ).
fan T Downey
Witerford
Ireland

Cheap trams

Light sl b promoted ss the amswer B many
1own's braffic probdems b in the past trams were
shi meed i 5 rural environment. 'Wolverion 1o
Seomy  Stratford is an exampie of a Bight
imer-urhan railway. There are many olber
examples of fowns which were onoe linked by
hramch limes but which now can only rely o8 a8
mediocre bua servioe as an altermative to ke car,
The irack may have bocen lifted But the route of
many of these lines, together wiib redendani
buillings and bridges, sl fremaia, Some have
been built on, creating obstacles 0 reipsiate-
ment. Bui there must be cases where & full
standard railway mright be oo expessive but a
tram o light rastway could be bail,

Philip Ciray

27 Migrswell Lanve
Srhveraiany
With 1he destructive poficees. pursucd in Fespect
of chosed limes i\ recent years, many rowles have
been obstmcied by bailding development. Lisng
tramway of light railway technology, these lnes
coruldd aeill be pelaid. Light raifways can pencinie
developments which might obstruc 8 conven-
tioaal rxilway. For imstance they cam be laid
tramway frshion im the rosds of Bousing csiates
beuili on formier sEatin sibes,
Jonmthan Dalron

2 Regency Cowrd, Emys Road

Earitronrme, Susey

Congratulaticons on the contre spread of the last
Railwalch. BDS members coiabd remind their
MPs of the problems by sending tbom a cogry.
pelus ane 10 the chairman ol the Public Aoooumts
Commitioe, The death ol ol all the rail desserns
1= snsignificant (though terrihle ) compared 10 the
annual road slaugheter. An isguary o the
Depaniment of Trassporr, s policies asd s
supporters s kong overdue £ Rarcliffe
A 3¢ Jovden Serery

Manchrure M2T 2XF

Ruilways and public 1ransport generadly get very
poor attentien from the msedis, Relerence io
travel always (akes of lor grenced kel iravel
means car. Holldsy travel amicles alwavs give
particulars of cor lire ot destinations, never an
milcation of kecal public tramsport. If they do, it
willl be in patronssing 1one of “as the quaint lifke
traims chag their way through ibe moumtiaims™ or
“take the dear ofd tram as i clanks throagh the
sfreets”. Whal irmfades me miosd & the attitude
that everbsdy has a car.
Stavaley Allchim
fen Mlwtberry Court
Baogror Begri

T




— Rails for Prosperity — a national strategy

By JORN ARMISTRONG

I beligve BID¥S should pubdish o national straiegy.
Raals for Prospeniy, to promide the case for
aalnal rasl investment on a scale comparable o
the Leovernmsent’s recent £12 bEllion Roads (or
Presperiy policy statement

RD% needs 1o qo-onlmate more dloscly the
palicics. it s sdvancimg on the Channel Tunncl.
Section 4 plams, clecinficaton, Iroight seraces
arsd railway finance and ownership

These manes were discusscdd b a spocual talional
enggulng meching ol Lescesier and, as an wmiial
wlep, o was sgreed o publish o Mew Year
Message of the smpaaiance of rail Svestmsent in
the 90k and o publish o four-page sirategy leaflet
summanising the key elements of a national
invesiment plan

A wechend working conference i alo planned
1o consider how ibe compaaneml parts ol oar
policy can be filtcd pogether w00 a rual Fal
sEralegy. '“"-'l"-"J'“F detarls ol r.:-,:n'-nul prianity
sl mcs

Regredhilly 1k miichi-hetaliled Ranl Beiaasaaios
amdd Age of the Trasn show o sign of changag
the Crweginmenl’s peiny-pitchaig andde 10
rall imvestmend, The Lmlude 10 Tud vaal hnks 1o
the {Banme] Tisnneld, ois-Losdon foutes and
maajor reglonal glectmlsranion and mode s Do
schemes reveals the hill which we stilll have io
chimEl

Al prescal rates of paogrecs we shall be [somng 5
ral e rather tham o rad renassanoe, Haow
sloudd the sociely tackle these problems’ Let
Halwaich kmow your vicws,

U-turn on electrification

Oy cight years ago, ol was decuded that an
elecrnlganon  programme  would make poosd
CiHFTeTCal asdee Quels apuer] o Ay EnvIFon-
mental argamenls. A Fepoit  was  produced
jodntly by the Departmest of Transpor snd the
lirigish Flailways Board

Lishappily o proper programme  was  pol
itgplemsented. and individual schemes have been
apperoved om a piecemeal bais, often only sher
mtensive lobbying as was the case with the Eas
ol main hine

KX peneral seerctary Trovor Garrod asked the
[T dost an explansison, The -}rrru“mn[ pevimi
ainl than ol peeces Bave pons dowm and that it no
I|'~n|::¢r heligwes what ol sasd in 1981 . CHhcals also
encuae ihemsebves by poimieng ouil that ibere has
been a decline in ecomomic actmaly unce then
and unemplosmen has increased

These ane shori-lerm and pathetic exooses. Mo
European  countrics have a much  gremer
propsarison of thewr network ebectrified than we
have, Trevor has aba contacied the tramspori
manmines and railway sdmemisirations of ofhor
Earofess coiliss 0 lend oud whal then
poheegs arg @nd what eritena thoy wse fo decide
o elegtnlacation sacheiies, We shall explaim how
IJ.||“J!.'\ help te dnve Earogss s heal by ocanomy
in o8 Nexl sl

RI¥S has copasigmily demandsd an elective
programane of elecindication. Lhur argumend
oaitlined im 8 four-page leaflet called The
Imponamce of Being Earmest abow Electrifica-
tim, [t puts the case for a rodling programme of
glecirificaison which mesl inclode 1he Midland
main line from Bedford o Noningham. Derby
andd Shedfichd.

The keaflen misa go 1o MPs and local counailiors
and ciber individuals who YOLU will be able o
identily. Pleate order vouwr free copics (rom
Hiodand White {address back page) and maks
SLUFE O BPEWmend s & wisnar

While InterCity has been celehrating the lunch

ﬂ"t‘ﬁ'-l’.'i'll"'srl.l'ﬂﬂ Eﬁ&vwmﬂmﬂu‘d

of BCZIS elecines on the East Caast main line.
HE has mol responded waib alascrity 1o the
sralepy nopor! which demonstrated & clear case
o clectrifving the Midland msin line, morth of
Hedanml

e Mudlasd s inercasingly seen s @ test case on
the future ntentions of BE bowards elecindica-
tii &nd ihdie was comaderable media imieresi s
Sir Bob Reul's vesit 10 Leicester in Diciober

He caad doubds on the fnances] case. the akulits
of  electrification 10 speed up the servico
upi!lrintly- amd doubied the prompects ol a
et panscnger service 0 BEusops, His oom-
ments il mothing. however, w put off 1he
CAMpEEnems

Wi shall b publshing & tablosl ncwspapser
callled Midflend Maimhnet ths maalh 1o 6ol b &
popaalar Bocus fo hght for 1995 goempletion — 1o
coimcide with the opsfiig of Kiggs Choss
Indermaisnnal

NEWSWATCH

An RE¥S pemtion urging the Government aol 1o
allow Lare insroases above the raie of inflacion
wirk complcted on |1 Movember, which was sl
incidentally chosen aa Vehscle Emissions Day of
Action by Friends of the Earth. Only nine days
preshously, od I MNosgember, il was announced
that fares would go up by Bevacen @ and 15 per
ceml. The &N meme P Bl Was |,‘|-|_'||'|F h-"'hH.
in io ke Depanment of Tesnspor

= w o=

Winncrs of the RDS phote coneest will b
decided on Saterday 3 February @ s public
mecting organmed by RDS Mok Wes wt
Manchester Towm Hall. Railsay wriier and
photagrapier Tom Heavyside will decde which
pctianes will grace e socicty's | 9] calendar.

L A

RIS eapedts 10 B Bdneasingly involved @
Eusupsan heblnving i ibe [Pk We Jlld.h|:.
hanve a hat o membein who are competent in
Fremgh, Lacrman and Mpansh, lhuugh meare
vl b weloome. Mow we wanl 1o find people
with expenence of lalian, Poruguese, Groek,
Dusch and Damish. Please comiact  Trevor
Ganrroad | address back page ) il vou can help,

The entite Ivanhioe hine Berween Leicester amd
Dieby (v Coalnldle ) could bhe n:r.-rwmd {or L9
mmilhin ol & secisnm S grum i forboomning froam
the Depariment of Transport. The application is
heimg made by Derbyshire Cownty fl'll.l.'_h
which is prepared to pui up £1.5 millios
Leicestershire Comnty Council. Sixtoen slafn_s
would be reopened, inchuding Willington and
Castle Greshey
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Road investment in 1588
£3,254 million
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