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EEC — The Benefits of Rail

Britain has been alone in the European
Economic Community i1 making perais-
tent reductions in the level of financial
support for its urban and rural public
transport, The aititude that it somehow
benefits travallers 10 have a scrimpad
and infarior means of public transport is
a particularky British one. RDS have
stated the arguments for fair assess-
maznt of all modes of transport and the
proper development of pulblic transport
#rg and time again. Mow a recent
Jmech by EEC Commissicnar Stanlay
Clinton Davies, together with an opinian
fram the Econamic and Social Commit-
tee of the EEC have windicated the
demands of the RADS for a complale
change in the Govarnment’s policy and
spending pricritias in transport.

Al the International Symposium on
Eurcpa's Raitways (Manheim, Octiober
1587 Commeissionar Davies made thies
major points relating 1o the benafits of
railways as compangd to roads:

(1) Railways minimise congeastion and
maximise land use. Teéen mealres
woichth of rail track are I'EﬂIJII'E\d 1o
carry 40,000 passengers per hour,
whergas the corresponding figures
for bus and car are 35 and 135
mtras respectively [Imtammaticonal
Foad Trﬂl‘ltpﬁrl Linion slatssisce),

AZ) Traing have significant marginal
advanteges in & world of finite
anergy supplies. Raibways usa 3% of
the tatal energy dedicated to trans-
port inside the community whila
accounting for 23% of freight and
9% of passenper transport, whila

raad uses BR% of energy and
accounts for 61% of freight and 85%
ol passenger iranspor.

(3} Trains are infinitely safer. Each year
50,000 people are killed and 2m
imjured om Europe's roads while,
altkkough rail accidents do occur, the
railweys have an axcellent safety
racord.

“Mew initiatives should ba taken at
tha European leval®, Mr Davies said, “fo
build on the many advantages which
raibways offer. For too long parbaps, rail
has bean the poor relation in the
developmant of the Community trans-
port policy.”

RDS (Scotland) have challenged Mal-
colm Rifkind (o respond positively to
this speech, which adwvocates what RDS
has baen pressing governmants o do
for many years (without success),
namely that road and rail b treatad an
an aqual footing. Support for this
approach also cormees from a 1986 repon
of the Joimt Committes of EEC raillways
which calls on member Stales 10 recog-
pise that, in 8 competitive markeat,
rdlwiarys areg subjacted 1o mManre restric-
tive obligations than their competitors,
including the cost of their infrastructure,

an RDS leafiet, to be produced early
this year, will strass the fact that Britain
i= the odd one out in terms of ranspon
policy In the EEC. Meamwhile it Is up to
all of us to continue to make thesa
points time again, as we have dona in
the past, until such time as the truth
wins through,

MNADO Report on Heavy Lorries

Haawy larfias ans causing at least E8BIm
worth of damage to roads and bridges
every year, according 10 & report®
issuad by the National Audit Office last
yoar, It appears that the Depariment of
Transport is not doing all it really can 1o
gt to grips with tha problem — of which
Governments have bean aware for the
last 20 years without any attempl ai
solution. In 1983, in fact, the Govern-
vt &dchied to the problem by legalising
the 3B-tonne lorry, So now 55000
Bridges will need to be strangthenad at
& cost of a further C700m.

Itu!.impﬂg.-.nhlamuslimmmhnd:mﬂu
causad o bDuldings and wnderground

installations, It doas. howaver, provide
some statistics which show the hidden
costs of the Government's mistaken
transporl policy. British Gas attributes
£65m of the £195m it spends on road
repairs each year 10 heavy lorrigs
Owarloading of larfies is balieved 1o
cause £50m a yvear, while surveys show
that up 1o 22% exceed even the presant
lnrriat.

More sensible policies prevail In Swit-
rarland, whera tha lorry weight limit is
28 tonnes and the authorities try 1o
ansure that foreign juggernauis go
piggy-back on a train through thair
country. The Austrian Gowvernmaent,

which shares the angeér of environman-
talists at the massive influx of lormas
from the EEC, is planning to provide low
loader rail wagons to the same and as
the Swiss authorities. & night-time 37
mph speed limit has begn imMposad on
ané motgrsay o reduce disturbance;
the Transport Minister having warnad
that if this limit is not respeciad a total
night-time larry ban will bea effected.

These continental policles begin o
hawe relevance to Britain as the Channel
Tunnil gets ever closer; private sector
wagon companies are trying 1o find a
wiay 1o get blg continental freight
wiagons o other parts of Britain than
Waterlpo as passenger raing arrive
from Franca in 1993 (a rowte via the
threatened Settle-Carlisle lineg could wall
e the best way to Glasgow],

Theare must be a message here for all
rall campaigners but, whilst the Dapart-
mant of Transport conducts itself as if it
wera a branch of the British Road
Fedaration, the future looks bleak. If you
have any doubts an this score the NAD
report is compulsory reading.

*Mational Audit Office, Departrment of
Transport: Regulation of Heawy Lorries.
July 1987, HMS0. £10.50.

“Bustitution” Doesn’'t Work

British Fail has applied 16 the Depan-
menl of Tramsport for permission to
invest in more “Sprinter” diesal trains,

The Department has told BR to look
instead at line closures (up 1o 41 roules]
and bus subatdulion,

All the experience of the lastguarter of
a century has shown that "bustitution”
rarely works. How many bus services
introduced to replace rail lines closed in
the 19605 survive today? Vary few. Far,
in mast cases, no mora than 25% of rail
ugars turned to replacement buses, Tha
rast eithar bought cars, travellad less or
stopped making particular journeys
altogether,

There have been ampla studies of the
inaffactiveness of bus replacement, Oneg
of the most convincing was the Palicy
Swedies Institlute report “Social Con-
sequences of Rail Closures.” Qur sociely
produced a book, "Can Bus Replace
Train®™ im 1977, This Dook sold 9000
copi@es and, undoubtedly helped o
defest anempis to impose bustiwtion
by the Government of that day.

If Bustitution were introduced, what
savings would ensue? BR underiook a



study recantly and showed that a mare
E15m would be saved, at most. How
many hundred metres of motlorway
wiould that build? If the Governmant
raally wanis to sawae that sort of money,
a minor tightening of company car tax
concessions would do the job!

i is the task of RDS 10 fight such
closure proposals, and vwa are tackling it
in various ways, Already. letters have
gong to the Ministers concerned,
exprEssing our opposition, while many
ROS members have also writtan directly
1o their MPs.

Our member Richard Watts is prepar-
ing a niew book, updating the arguments
and studies of “Can Bus Replace Train?®
It is planned 1o publish this at Easter
1988. CHfers of help should reach
Richard by the enmd of January at 15
Stanley Avenue, Penwortham, Praston,
Lancs PR1 9RB. Photos would be
aspecially weleome.

We must keep our Anti-Closure Fund
topped up. Donations are always wel-
comed by the Ganeral Secratary,

Finally, aswell as defensive measuras,
we have to keep on the offansive,
promoting rail services. Tha more
people who use them, especially in the
aff-peak, the less threat thare will be to
them. That is one reason why our
Railguide series is s0 important, There
are planty of guidebooks on the marke
encouraging paople to travel by road;
ours is the only comprahansivae nation-
wide series encouraging tham 1o go by
rail.

In addition to the ten tithes in pring (all
available from our Sales Officer), work
is now almost complate on thrée mone
titles for publication in May, Watch
the next Raibwalch for details and &
pre-publication offer 1o members,

Travar Garrod.
What the Papers Say.

Light rail may be chosen as the main
force of public transport in and around
the Cardiff Bay Development Area
because of it's minimal envirecnmenial
impact comparad with other forms of
transport. Cardiff Contral station would
ba the most likely main interchange
point, from which tha first stagée 16 the
nenw County Hall would cost abowt E5m.

(Waestern Mail 3.9.87)

A newy E1m Railfrgight marshalling yard
ot Margam, South Wales, is nearly
complate, Knuckle yard 12 expacted to
save BR E300,000 & year in operating
costs. It will handle steel, coal and lime
a% wall a2 Speadlink trains. The old
hump yard, cpaned in 1962, will then be
redundant. Knuckle has 18 sidings,
while Humip had 52,

(Waeastarn Mail 18.9.87]

The cancellation of thae 0715 train
from Lydney to Cardiff has forced nan-
driver Jackie Willans to leave her job.
Jackie said; “"BR say not enough people

are using that stop atl Lydney, but tha
people who do use it rely on i.° BR's
response: “Waragrel the inconvenlence
causad.”

(South Wales Echo 18.9.87)

Private companies are “knocking at tha
door” wanting & part of the CH00m
scheme to build a Midland Matro. The
old GWR line would be brought backinto
service to provide the first link, from
Birmingham Snow Hill 1o Wobear-
hampton, followed by lings to Walsall,
Stourbridge. Sutton Coldfield and a
separate schema for Coventry.
(Railway Gazette International October
1387]

Britain is still a substantial net sxparad
of rail vehicles and associated equip-
mant, holding almost 10% of the waorld
market.

[House of Lords Select Commities |

RDS Calls for Trains to Heathrow

RDS submitted five peges of commeani
on the recant Heathrow Airport Accoss
Study to the Department of Transport in
Ckeiobar, with copies to BR and the
British Airports Authority.

We stross the need for a comventional
electrified rail link to the airport, inking
the Wastern Region main ling and the
Southern Region Waterloo-Reading
ling, with triangular jumctions a1 aithar
end, Trains eould then run from Waoking,
Reading and further afield, ss weall as
framm Cantral London.

Az Paddington iz not the best ter-
minus for central London, we call for
further investigation of the possibility
of running alrport tralns along the
Meatropolitan line to serve Kings Cross,
Farrimgdon, Liverpool Street and, possi-
by, beyond.

From the
General Secretary's Postbag

The General Secrelary was pleased to
receive news fnom InterCity that mast of
the fares increases, imposed in June, 1o
discourage overcroweding wera with-
drawn in October, A copy of BR's press
relesse announcing this has also been
sant to us, but it did not seam to receive
miuch prominence in the news media.

Trevor Garred has bean in further
correspondance with the BRE ower the
casa for strengthening the British Trans-
port Police in order to protect the vast
majarity of law-abiding rail travellers,
and the desirability of this baing funded
cut of genaral taxation,

& lettar has gone to Public Transport
Minister David Mitchall MP, asking if the
Government will give extra fimancial
hadp to BR in the aftermath of the
Octobgr storms. It is reported  that
clearing tracks, repair work and lost
revenue cost BR £9m - plus the cost of
replacing the bridge over the River
Tywi. Various local authorities have
racelvad Governmant aid for thair elear-
img operations, wihy not BRT?

RDS People

Lord Ross, of Mewport (Isle of Wight),
has accepied our invitation to become a
Vice-President of RDS. As Stephen Ross,
he was Liberal MP for the Island for
sevvaral yoars, but stood down at the
last election,

Reg Snow, our Administrative Officar,
has bedn re- elecied as a member of the
Board of Transport 2000 Lid., the trans-
port and environmaental organisation to
which RDS is affiliated.

Trevor Garrod and John Lark have
both contributed articles on transpor to
a new Penguin book for secondary
schools, “Whosa side are you oni”,
which s to ba published later this year.

Chris Burton and Paul Clark, of the
RDS Passenger Committes, hed & usaful
discussion with InterCity Marketing
manggar in Decamber.

Lottery Prize Winners

Soptembar: P Wikson [Leeds), M'iu-vf_g
(Clesthorpes), M Breslin (Liverpc
Mr & Mrz Figher (Ezsax], K Nl
(Warndanl).

Octobier: A Herr [Londanl. G Ropées
(Cambridge], | Turner [Morfolkl, J Han-
cock (Derbyy), P Lighton [Surrey).

Movember: R White (Surrey), J Barfield
iLondon), & Mortimer (Dorset), G Roper
{Cambridge). K Headly (Melton Mow-
brayl.

Aag Snow would ba pleased 1o lat any
member have details of the lottery,
participation in which swalls the funds
of the Sociaty.

Rail User Groups
Conference Report

Trevor Jones has produced a repori of
the September 1587 RDS Confarenca of
Rail Usar Groups. This siz-page report
summarisas tha main spesches (from
Pater Snape MP, Labour Party trans ™
spokaspersan and Dr Faul Proscott, B
Pravincial Markating Manager) and con-
tributions from the fioor, Copies are
available from H.T, Jones, Flm2, 11
Guildford Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent
TH1 15W, price €1 (payable to RDS).
There is also available an expanded 10
paga varsion, price £2.

This Conference will also be répored,
im riel, in the next issue of Raibwaich,

Membership Cards

As an adminisirative sconamy, mem-
bers will not, in future, aulomatically
recaive a renewal membership card
unbess they spacifically request one and
anclose 8 stamped addressad anvelopa
with their subscriptions. A revisad date
coda at the bottom left of the Railwatch
anvelopa label will confirm that the
rengwal has been processed,

Proof of membership at meatings,
such as the AGM, will be furnished by
the anvelope in which papers for the
arrting wers recninved.




This photograph [courtesy of Tony Woof of Preston] demonstrates the ineguitable funding of
Fosds sarsus faikaeayd i 1he LUK, Takam 8% Penmasnmigt in Narth Walss, 11 shows thi Crewaen
to Holyhoead raibway an the right, and work proceeding on the ASS road on the left. The whole
TO5L: males ol the radhway could e alectried o1 o cunfan astimate of E34m, n conragt, tha
imiprovements to parts of the ASS road are presently costing C580m;, and the final likely cost
could b madrar o £1,.000m, including o rosd iunngl under th fnogr 'clilﬁlﬁ'f-

Railway Financing

| would like to comment on the fromt
page reviaw [Railwatch 33] of the recant
Parliamentary Transperd Committes
repart on raibway financing,

This reviees highlights, quite correctly,
twwo of the positive recommandations of
the report regarding the social role
af Inter City services and grants for
maintaining historic struciures, Thoese
are two oul of a total of 29 recommenda-
“ng, most of which are useful and
would e of some benefit to rail users
il implemented (one could alss, for
axample, guote the recommendation 1o
recangider the Dornoch Bridge project),
althigugh, in the current political elimata,
it is doubiful wheather any of them will
b considared by the governmeani.

It meeds to be said, however, that this
report is, like The Curate’s Egg, good in
parts and has a number of sarious faults
and omissions. Yaery noticeabls among
these is @ tendency to accept without
gquestion a number of vary dubiouws
assumplions from the (overwhalmingly
road-biased) Department of Transpart.
Far axample:

{11 Omn investment appraisal (Paras, 49
& 190 “the Dopartment’'s wvidw is
that thare is no significant distortion
Between road and ranl mvestmant
arising frem the use of CostvBenali
Analysis for road schemes whilst
invesiment criteria are applied to
the railweays”.

{2} On the favourable tax treatmant of
company cars (Para, 35] “the Dapart-
mant's view is that this is a matier of
taxation rather than a transport
issun”, This subject is deall with in
one very inadeguate paragraph,
althowgh it is obvious from the
summary of proceedings of the
commities that a large chunk was
dabeted from the draft report which
want inlo considerable detaill on
this, quoting studies by TEST and
others, showing clearly the impact
of eompany cars on rail traval,

{3} Most ramarkable of all, in Para. 50,
after the anvironmantal banafiis of
rail freight over road haulage have
bean acknowledged - “the Depari-
mant argues that heawvy lorries cover
their rack costs with an adequate
murgin o allow for environmeantal
impact and that as private anter-
prisas they also cover their oparat-
ing costs.”

The issue of track costs is mentioned
brigfly in an annex (o the report, which
ricognises that this is a subject worthy
of more detailed investigation, That is
hardly good enough in such a detailed
pgenaral survey: railways are  fully
respansible for their track costs and ars
expectad o compeate with road trans-
por, the infrastrocture of which is paid
for out of public money and gives,
therafora, an enormous inbuili advan-
tege to road users. Delegates to the

BAHM 2000 convention in Basel lest
Jung learned how this anomaly has
boen tackled in Switzerland by tha
Governmient taking rasponsibility for tha
Swiss Federal Railway's infrastructure
costs, This type of solution, or replacing
operating subsidy by infrastructure
granis, should be considared in a repon
such as this.

The repor also deals, at lengih but
rather inconclusively, with the problems
ol sactorisation (mainly to do with cost
gllocation), Many of these problems
could disappear if there werg 8 more
gensible approach to track cosis. Bus
substitution raises its ugly head again
as @ means of providing “cheaper”
public trangport. This discussion
ignores tha fact that the running costs of
bus and train are similar when irack
costs are discounted.

In wiew of shorcomings such as
thase, it is interasting to note that the
committés which produced the repor
was chaired by an NUR-sponsored MP
and included am RDS member. The
conclusions wers cbviously only agread
after much debate and perhaps com-
promise bavween MPs of various politi-
cal persuasions. This leads me 1o
anather subject which has been arisan
in Aaklwatch = the invelvement (or nat)
of RDS in politics. It is regrettable that, in
Britain of all countries, the fortunes of
raibways and rail users are dependent
on which party happens to ba in powear.
It follows that RDS is, whather it likes it
or not, a political erganisation {albait
intarested only in a single issue) and
must attempt 1o influance poaliticians of
all parties,

Stephen Wiltshirs

Red Star Parcels

In 1982, BR ook the controversial
decigion to pull out of its traditional
collection and delivery parcals services
and concentrate on mail, newspapears
and the premium Red Star operation,
Red Star has since become BR's fastest
growing business, doubling traffic vol-
ume in ona yaar and, recantly, recruiting
4 new sales staff, Clearly, the trand to
low stocks and fast delivery has seen
Red Star offering the right service ol the
right price at the right time.

Many RDS members are probably
Red Star usars, while athers may wall
know of significant potential traffic
which the sales force has not yel
raachad. If you have comments on Red
S1ar, or datails of worthwhile leads fior
increasing its business, National Execu-
tive member John Saunders would like
to hear from you at Stockwell Gate,
Whaplode, Spalding, PE12 SUE, from
whence he will forward, in strict confi-
denca, suitable details to Red Star. He is
also interested in producing an address
list to facilitate informal contact betwesn
those Socioty membaers using Red Star
or other services offered by the parcels
sactar,




PLATFORM

Services in
South West Scotland

Daar Sir,

| was delighted to read Mr Druce’s
letter, in the October Raibwatch, con-
cerning Gretna Green, He is correct in
guggesting a re-opening bul, although
wa have suggested this o BR and the
Regional Council [together with re-
openings at Eastriggs. Thornhill and
Mew Cummock), wae have a battle on our
hands to retain & sarvice at all. Arran
station is now unstaffed, the night
sleaper services go via Lockerbia and all
InterCity services aré to be remowed, W
fear the possibility of closure betwesn
Dumfries and Kilmarnock unless tha
Provincial Sector can ba persuaded to
run through services such as, say,
Moweastle-Ayr and Dundes-Stranraer,

| stated on local radio recently tha
Dumiirias, as & town of some 30,000
inhabitants, has probably the worst
service of any comparable town of this
size in the UK - soma gaps in the service
are 3 hours and one in the morning
reaches over 4 hours! Al present thera s
& public campaign invalving Regional
and District Councils, MPs, RDS and the
NURA. This line neads all the support it
can gai. It is regarded as a Cinderalla
and | am looking for help from as many
Princes as | can find|

Yours faithfully,
Brian Chaplin,
Ares Represantative,
Dumiries and Galloway.
Kircudbright.
Privatisation
Sir,

Im the suturmn Railwatch, a corregpon-
dent complains of “sirong political bias”®
in the leading article on privatisation.

That lesding aricle was setting out
ROS policy on that issua, — which s 1o
opposa it unless and until, we are
convinced that it would definitely
banefit rail users.

The RDS leaflet on Privatisation, “Rail
Metwork = or Rail Fragments™ mentions
na palitical party by name, The leading
article doss mention the Consensative
party [thres timesl, but we in RDS can
hardly ignore the stmements and
actions (o lack of them) of a party which
is likely 10 be governing this country for
tha next 3-4 years.

Despite, however, our opposition to
wholesala privatisaton of BR, wa can
siill welcome involvemant of private
anterprisa in providing additions to BR's
basic services and facilities. It is a good
idea for privete caterers to introduce
trodlay services on trains which had no
rafreshment facilities before, as bet-

ween Bediord and 5t Pancras, At loast
twio brenweries have given cash for the
refurbishrment or rebuilding of Scutharn
Region stations,while a Building Society
sponsofed a service betweon Preston
and Bradford which led to the re-open-
ing of tha Copypit lina.

Sensible initiatives of this type are a
suraf way to improve rail sarvices
and facilities than the ideclogically-
molivated imposition of privatisaton,

Yours sincaraly,
Trevor Garrod,
Ganeral Secratary,
RDS.

Heathrow Rail Link
Sir,

Yaour article on the Heathrow Rail Link
(Railwatch 33] suffers badly from Lon-
don-blinkeradness when it raises the
question of the suitability of Paddington
and asks, almost as an afterthought,
whathar there should be a rail link
wastwards to Reading. Thare already is
a line connecting London throwgh Read-
ing to places far bayand; the prablem s
not to connect Reading of London into
that excellent system, It is 1o connect
Haathiroes.

The natural place is at Stockley Bridge,
an the Western Region Main Line north
of the Central Terminal Ares. The natural
mode (considerimg that the terminals
are only 8 few miles from the raibway
ling} is by shuttle coach. The construc
tion required in the immeadiate vicinity
of the railway is trivial {just a pair of
platforms wunder the bridge, with a
neighbouring minibus station with a
sarvica intarval of a minute or sol. Mas1,
if not all, of tha main line trains would
stop; we should realise That access 10
the World via Heathrow, viewed from
the Wast of Britain, could be as least as
attractive as gatting into London,

Tha majar rail improvements requined
to axtand the western catchmant 1o the
north are 10 upgrade the connection
frorm the Waest Coast Main Line to
Reading via Birmingham Mew Streat,
Birmingham International and Oxford,
The econnection to the Channel Tunnel
wiould sontinue southwards from Read-
ing via a menw international station south
of Redhill {giving coach or rail connec-
tion to Gatwick] (o join the main line at
Tonbridge. In this way, a minimum of
new rail mileags could enable us o
davelop several links betwoen mapor
airports an our nowly international rail
sVsi|m.

It has besn objected that pulting
additional stops on main lines out of
London slows down InterCity traffic. So
it does, by a fiw minutes sach stop. It (s
the Londoners” blinkers which prevent

tham from weighing such slight dalays
againsl all the howrs which can ba saved
for all the people who don’t want 1o go
inta Lendon in theirway betwean Britain
and other countrigs. Molorists have
been given the M25 to keep them out of
this owvergrown traffic jam. Why can't
rail usars have a by-pass too?

Yours Truly,
P. L Willmara,
Visiting Professor,
Departrmant of Cybarnetics,
University of Reading.

Portsmouth-Southampton
Dhixair Sir,

The usa of the Fareham-Eastleigh line
as part af a Portsmouth-Southamplon
electrification [(Bruce Oliver AW 32) is
cartainly worthy of consideration. Bul
wihat future would the Metly ling hawe?

Parhaps the answer would be light
rail. Light rail vahicles (LRVS), having
festar accaberation and braking thag
conventional trains, would reduce &
to-end timings on the route; hign
maximum accaleration and deceleration
are mone imparant than high maximuom
speed on & corkscrew route with fre-
quant stops. I overhead current collec-
tion were emploved it might be possibla
to shorten the route considerably by
using the A30Z5 road bridge over tha
ltchen for street-running (an articulated
twin wnit LAV is about as heavy as a
juggernaut and should cause no major
uﬂgiInHI'ing problams with the bridge
iEsall],

Perhaps the basic light rail route
outlined above could be extanded fram
Fareham to Gosport and, finances per-
mitting, in tunnel 1o Portameouth. Tha
Gosport-Fareham corridor is served by
rail at one extremity only and, even
without 8 Gospon-Portsmouth tunnal,
light rail would form a useful link into

Metwaork SouthEast. oy
ours faithfully,
C Mather,
London NWE.
The Politics of Railfreight
Daar Sir,

Following an interesting, il somewhat
disturbing, wisit 1o South Wales, | am
morg convinced than aver that we are
being taken for a ride by gowernment
and civil servants who profess to care
about the environmeant.

I refer 1o the level of freight curmantly
being maved by rall. Anyone who lives
in South Wales will ba only too aware of
the transfer of much coal traffic to road
transport over the last decade {not just
because of the miners” strikel and the
devastating environmental impact this
is having in places like Barry, Meath,
Pyle otc. Being of a cynical nature | had
axpected a fair amount of road haulage,
but the reality exceeded my wildast
axparctations,




The real cause of the problem is the
leng-standing neglect of the railway
industry by governments of both major
parties. BR staff are the lowest payved
railbwray workers in Europe; there are not
anough wagons 1o carry the traffic even
now on offer and the whaole structure of
transport costs is o biased against rail
as to make effective competition for
bBusiness impossible. Naturally, such a
combination of factors breads industrial
unrest, with the inevitable consegu-
ences. Mo wonder Friends of The Earth
ara giving transport issues swch a high
priosity in their campaigns.

Yours faithfully,
Philip Bisaii,
Taumton,
Sowmarsat,

Letters to the Editor

The editor is ahways plaased o réeceive
letters, articles and black and white
photographs for possible publication in
Railwatch. Material may be shortened
~otherwize edited, while retaining the

isg of the orginal eospy. Opinians
exprassad in Railwatch are nol neces-
sarily thosa of the Editor, the Editorial
Board or tha Sociaty.

RTSC Spring Seminar
for Alexandra Palace

The Rail Transport Study Circle will be
holding s Spring Seminar on Saturday
19 March at the Alexandra Palace, Our
guasi speaker will be Mr John Cronin,
Depot Engineer a1t BR InterCity Wood
Grean Dapot. His paper will be entitled
“The High Speed Traction Concept”™ and
an interesting feature will ba BR's new
class 91 locomaotive, Electra, the firgt tén
of which will be based at this depot.

Further details and booking forms
from: ATSC Liasison Officer, 108 Barwick
Fload, London E16 305,

~*SC Annual Conventi
i o

The 1988 Convention will be held in
Arnhem from 8-16 July under the titlle:
“A Co-ordinated Transport System”.

Focus will be on thres main projecis:
the Flevo line {a new wurban ralbeay
umder construction (o sarva two satellite
towwngl, the Amstierdam Schipol Airport
link line and the Supertram light rapid
transit{linking Wtrecht withthe suburbs).

Closing date for bookings 2 April,

Further details froam RTSC Liaison
Officer (addrass abova),
Chunnel

As g practical gesture of support for the
Channel Tunnel project. RDS has
applied for a block of shares in Euratun-
nal. We would b intarasted to haar, in
confidence, from RDS members who
have also bought these shares. Please
write to the General Secratary (address
on foot of back pagel indicating the
amount of your halding,

REGIONAL NOTES

SCOTLAND

The Society's Scottish Secretary, Doug-
las Smart, wrote to Lord James Douglas.
Hamilton, of the Scottish Developmean
Dopartment (SDD], congratulating hirm
an his appointment and urging him to
reconsider the decision not to build a
wvital rail link at Dormoch, a8 recom-
mended by the Tory controlled Com-
mons Transport Commities. Mr Smarn
pointed out that the combination of
severe culs in financial support for BR
and unfair compatition was damaging
the interests of rail passangers. The
SD0's astanishing and unacceptabla
reply included a statemant that thare is
no connection between the reduction in
grant to BR and the quality of rail
saryices!

RDS(Scolland), in a press releass
quoted in both the Aberdeen Press and
the Barwickshire News, cited as obvious
axamples of the disastrous financial
strateqy apphed 1o the railways: the loss
of sleapers from Dunbar, Barwick and
Nawcastle, the rundawn of the Dumfries
-Kilmarnock line and the replacement of
3-car DMUs by 2-car Sprinters, in addi-
tion to the “Dornochgate” scandal.

Im a further press release, printod
almost in full in the “Dundes Courigr®,
the Branch condemned the decision of
Tayside Regional Councll 10 abandon
the integrated train and bus iravel
centre at Tay Bridge station. They
claimed that this is a shor-sighted
decision which will be condemned by
future genderations and urged all parties
to gel together to try again to bring
about what is a perfectly simpla, bt
essential, slemaent in a much-nesded
plan o integrate all public transport
serdices radiating from Dundea. Thera
are difficulties caused by bus deragula-
tion but, nevertheless, if there was the
political will to achiewve intagration it
would be done It is wital that bus
travellers to and from places outside
Dundes, as wall as it housing schamas,
should be able 10 travel south by rail
without the long walk involved in getting
from the bus station to the raihway
station. At the very least, the land which
could be used for a bus station must not
e built over, so that it will ba available
whan a more sensible political climate
privails,

RDS Scotland have contacted a
number of MPs, urging them o make
present policy towards the railways a
matter of major parliamentary action.

Drouglas Smar

YORKSHIRE

At a wall-attendead Octabar maating in
Brighouse, organizsed by Mr Towler,
there was whaolehearted support for the

re-opaning of Brighouse siation. The
West Yorkshire PTE is pledged to this
proposal, coupled with restoration of a
Huddersfiald-Halifax-Bradfomd servies,
subject to funds baing availabla. i will
probably be another three years before
this schema comes to fruition.

Ap a public maeting, held in Bradiord
in Novambar, a compaign was launched
1o pul Bradford back on the railway
map. This moeting was organised by
Bradford Metropaolitan District Council
and RDS Yorkshire branch. Prior to
natignalisation Bradford was the rallway
metrgpalis of Yorkshire but, over tha
years, rall services have baen slashed,
Forster Square station has been butch-
ered and Exchangs Station turned into a
wirtual bus station, renamed “Inter-
changa”, with the raibway as an annexea.

Ten years ago Bradford had six trains
a8 day 1o London. In the May 1988
timetable therme will be one = with
increased journgy time, Whilst local
trains arp grossly overcrowded, such
long-distance trains as there are run
half empty because commulers are
travalling by rosd to New Pudsey or
Wakefield. Although Bradford is the fifih
largest district in the country — and 50%
of its households heve no car — its
stations are undaerused.

The maeating considered that, 1o get
batter train services, a cross-city link
batwean the two stations was essential
[this schama, which had been on the go
far many years, would involve a second
nerth-south corridor as an allernative 10
that existing through Leeds] and that
better access to the West Coast Main
Ling (possibly Bradicrd 1o Crewe wvia
Stalybridge and Stockport) was needed,

Huddersfield-Sheffield

Six years ago, ADS called a public
meating in Huddersfield 10 form the
Huddersfigld-Penistone-Sheffield  Rail
Users’ Association — &l a time when this
route was under threat of closure. For
migsl of the association’s lifespan the
ling's fulure has been uncertain, but
now il seems more assured fallewing
the conclusion of new financial arrange-
ments with South and West Yorkshira
FTEs.

The 1987 AGM omn 3181 October,
tharefore, took placa in & much mose
oplimistic atmosphera, with Chairman
Richard Fieldhouse paying particular
tribute to Kirklees and Barnsley Borough
Councils for their halpful attitude. Thame
must now be an attempt o improve
raliability of the sarvice, togethar with a
fresh look ot its possible oxtension
northwards to Halifax and Bradiord.,

Councillor Fred Pickles promised that

full advantage would be taken of the
raibway on Denby Dale Pie Day {3




September 1988), when thousands of
visilors weare axpectad, and hoped that a
Sunday Ramblers’ service could be
introduced, as this had proved popular
an athar lines in tha Maorth of England.

Timetables

Whilst the 1988 timetable is likely 1o see
more Trequent traing on most of the
lines in West Yorkshire, no such
improvaments ara plannad for the Shef-
fiald to York sarvice via Pontefract, This
is mainly because Pontefract is the anly
towwn of any size betwean Botharham
and York. The Pontefract & District Rail
Action Greup considers that restoration
af the track on two short curves would
maka all the diffarence. The first curvi is
at South Emsall, linking tha Pontefrect
ling to the north with the Wakefield
w0 Doncaster ling. The second i a1
Pontafract, just norih of Baghill statson,
limking the York lime with that from
Goole io Leeds. In both cases, ambank-
ments and bridges are all in position,
The is already a frequant DMU service
from Doncaster to Leads, part of which
could be diverted via Pontefract, using
Baghill station, which is more conven-
ient for the 1own centré than the isolated
and vandalised station at Monkhill,

Dnnis Bradbury and Trevor Gareod
NORTH WEST

Lancashire and Cumbria

Settle-Carlisle is again very much in the
naws. The Minister is in a dilemma. 1 is
quite clear that, unless outside funding
is obtained, ha will have 1o close the
line. Thus, the latest initiative of tha
Sattle-Carlisle Join Action Commitiea
should provide a soluticn.

Thiz commities has held top level
discussions with the M3C and the
enginearing firm of J.Jarvis (who have
bacome the first national managing
agent for the MSC in the construction
industry). The M5SC has agread to fund a
feasibility study into the creation of a 72
mile “tourism corridar” along the line,
this will be wndertaken by Jarvis, Tha
seheme would invohée the restoration of
all stations and structures along the line,
the creation of & theme musaum based
on the Hoffman lime kiln at Horton, an
educationalivisitor interpretation contr
ot Garsdale and restoration of Hellifield
station. The scheme does nol involve
privatisation as Jarvis have made it
clear thal they do notl wish o operats
trains.

Lancashire County Council

Lancashire County Council hawve issued
a public transport consultative docu-
ment outlining their plans for bus/rail
servicas, on which BDS will be com-
mEnting in detail. The document, disap-
pointingly, mentions no electriflication
projecis, nor does it give much éncour-
agermant 1o campaigns seeking (o re-
open lines to passengors. On the plus
side, the Council is embarking on a threse

year 090,000 small station improvement
scheme jaintly with BR and is considar-
ing a rolling programme of station
re-apenings — could Coppul jon ihe
Liverpool Lime Street service, be the
first?

OPTA

Al a vary successful public meeting.
held in Southport on Thursday B
October by the Omskirk o Preston
Travellars’ Association, an action Ceoamn-
mitles was sl up 1 co-ordinale the
Burscough Curves campaign. A local
autharity study is examining nol only
thia engingening costs of the scheme but
algn the polential demand for rail ser-
viees from Praston to Southpor.

Ribble Valley Rail

Our eorporate member, Ribble Valley
Rall, held another successful Rail Day an
Saturday 24 October. About B50 paople
took to the rails whan four réturn thps
wiere operated betwosn Preston and
Clitheroe. In tha long term the Group
hopes to commission & study into the
re-opening of the Blackburn- Hellifield
line.

Richard Watls

Cheshire

In wiew of widespread |local concern
about the quality of service on the
Manchester-Morthwich-Chester  ling,
and the poor condition of saaveral of the
stations, a wery well-attended public
meeting was held in Knutsford on 28
October. & user group flor the line, the
Mid-Cheshire Rail Users Association
wias set up a1 this mesting.

A representative from BR said that
they were doing their best, although
staffing leviels were sontinually having
to b revieswed. He said that there ware
no immediate plans 1o introduce now
rolling stock on the line, but Sprinter
units would e introducad in throe years
timae, I, however, the proposed Greater
Manchestes Light Rall Transit system
wias imaugurated between Aliringham
and Manchester, the Chestar ling would
be divarted wia Stockport, adding 12
minutes o the axisting journey time.
For passengers from [say] Knutsford 10
Manchaster this would represent am
inerease of journey time of 40%.

Meeting [and Group] Chairman
Andrew Macfarlane expressed the hope
that through-running on ihe existing
route would be maintained, The new
association will be campalgning hard
on this issue. Andrew also stated a
strong casa for new stations at Mickle
Trafford (2 miles oulside Chastarl and
Shaw Heath [(betwesn Knutsford and
Mobbserhyl, In both casas thars had bean
a considerable amount of development
around the statlon sites. Other propos-
als ware made for an hourly Sunday

service, throsgh trains to the MNorth
Wales coast and disabled sccess to
platforms at Knutsford and Piccadilly.

Deatails of the association can ba
oblainad from Andrew Mcfarlane at 16
Willow Groen, Enuisford WATE BAX
(Annual Membership £E11. The group is
planning to run a special train to the
Settle-Carlisle ling in spring 1988,

The 19 Octobser browght excellent
riwwvs for rail travellars in West Cheshire
when the Cheshire County Council
agreed to fund £193,000 of the £263,000
cost of a new siation al Owvorpoal
(betwean Litle Sutton and Ellesmans
Port, on the Hooton-Helsby line. EEC
grant ald could ba availablo for up 1o
50% ol the cost of the station, which wall
serve the west end of Ellesmere Port. As
if that were not good nivws enough, thay
also agreed to earmark bBetween ETm
and £1.5m towards third rail elecirifica-
tion of the Hooton-Chester Ellesmers
por lines (by 1991} and £40,000 10wards
the E250,000 cost of a Teasibility repon
inio  electrification of the Cregss,
Holyhead main line [which 18 &
supportad by Cleyd and Gwynedd
County Councils. Tha possibility of a
loop line (underground or light raill
serving Chester city centre is also baing
investigated.

Andrew Maclarlane.

West Midlands

Staffordshire County Council has with-
dranwm support for re-opening the Cann-
ock line to local passenger services. Thie
Deparimant of Transport agreed to
E210,000 expenditure on thres new
slations to serve the Walsall-Cannock-
Hednesford ling in 19878, but Stafford-
shire prompily decided to add this sum
to the C9m being spent on roads| Heawy
protests have bean pursusd in the
pross, in letters 10 Councillors and @™
public meeting. To date the County ha. -
remained defensiva and negative. The
viabdle and proved schame now Seems
doamed unless Staffordshire hos a last
minute ehange of heart,

Warwickshire, howeaver, hawve just sur-
prigad evanyone by agresing 1o contn-
bute £50.000 for a new slatkon at
Bedworth, where a new Coveniry-
Muneaton sarvice will open in May 1568,
At the end of October the Midlands
TUCE recommended 1o the Secretary of
State that BR's request to saver the
Morth Warwick line be refused. as
saripus hardship would ensue and thers
is potantial for economias. New stitions
81 Mooar Street and Snow Hill, opened in
October, see the culmination of many
years of RDS labbying. The PTA have
now authorised a detailed study for an
gxtension 10 Smethwick Waest, including
two new stations. On the Walsall line
plans are being mada for a niw station,
at the south and of Bestcol yards. known
as Tamea Bridge.




The Midlands Committes have baan
lobbying heavily against the purchase
of Class 155 Sprinters for suburban
commuler services and have found
support from the PTA for a mome
suitable design which migh1 oparale an
i Show Hill gervices Trom 1991, We
have been anxious (0 secura elactrifica-
tion of the Cross-City ling and, following
the  circulation of several detailed
papers, tha PTA have agreed 1o seek the
necessary Department of Transporn
approval. Al the Lichfield City end BR
are now planning 1o extend Services a
short distance 1o Trent Valley,

ADS ran & charer from Walsall fo
London Euston, wia Birmingham, on
Sawrday & Decambar,

A Bavan

NORTH MIDLANDS

RDS Nonh Midlands continues to
support the Venture Rail excursions
f=m the Matlock and Derby area, On
« Jrday 14 November 500 passengers
iravelled to St Pancras for Christmas
shopping and the Lord Mayor's show,

Ar the AGM of the Lincaln-MNewark-
Noningham Rail Users’ Group (held in
Lowdham in Movember] the new BR
Area Manager, Sam Reed, introduced
twe of his collsagues, custamer service
manager Tim Edwards and Midland
Cross-Country  Resources  Assistant
Andraw Brown, o an atientive audi-
anca.

Mr Edwards outlined recant positive
changas on the line, including the new
Sprinter trains, and various station
improvemeants, but stoted that a late
avaning train from Nottingham is still
mot avarlable until reswmed lovel cross-
ing automation reduces staffing costs.
Ble Brown gave an exciling preview of

NPTSing service improvements in
store for May 1988, As part of the
axpangion of Morh Wast-East Anglia
services (long promoated by RDS East
Anglia) the Nottingham-Sheffield route
willl hawve an houfly sarvice, On the
Mottingham-Lineoln line gaps in the
present timetable will be filled by fast
traing from Binmingham, which will call
at Mewark Morthgate for East Coast
Main Line connections and continue o
Grimsby and Clasthorpas. This will give
an hourly service from Birmingham
1o Darby, Nottingham, Mewark and
Lincoln, with alternative traing continu-
ing to Clesthonpes. A totally nivw service
i5 an hourly Nottingham 1o Coventry
train via Loughborough, Leicester and
Muneaton which follows a route advo-
cated by the RDS Midland Main Line
Elecirification booklst,

Leicestershire County Council have
commissioned a stwdy from Leads Lini-
wersity on the feasibility of re-opening
thé Laicaster-Ashby goods line 1o pas-
sengers. BDS member John Hancock

has contacted local authorities and MPs
about extending the scheme to Gresley
and Burton-on-Trenl. Meamwhile, in
Mottinghamshire, the County Council
have also commissioned a study into
re-opaning the MNottingham-Mansfiald
line, Tweo rowies are to be examined: a
circuitous one via Teton and a shortar
route via a re-opened Annesley tunnel,
as suggesied by ROS. The shorer,
currently available, route via Radford is,
curigusly, not on the agenda. Closure
plans, however, were announced in
Movembar for the Mansfield Junction-
Radford-Trowell saction, preparing the
weay for building development on the
Lenton east curee, essential for the
Mansfield service. RDS and Transport
2000 igsued a8 joint press release in
Movambar, strongly condemning the
closure proposals and urging people 1o
object 1o the TUCC and the County
Council Planning Departmant,

Malcom Goodall

SOUTH WEST

Wessex

A major victory for the Branch has come
with naws of the go-ahead for a new
station a1t Hedge End Morth, between
Eastleigh and Fargham. This will serve a
growing suburb of Southampton and is
saomathing for which the Branch (and
notably its Chairman, John Honeysett)
has campaignéd for several years., The
new  station should be open  mext
Aulumnn.

in Movember, BR resubmitted plans
to ebectrify the routes from South-
ampton and Eastleigh to Parsmouth
= @ project which the Branch has
consistently advocated and for which
Hampshire County Council has afferad
some finance,

Members are reminded that tha AGM
will be on Saturday 20 February in
Salisbury.

Trevor Garrod

Severnside

Following conferences between BR and
tha County Councils of Avon, Cornwall,
Dwrvon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somear-
sl and Wiltshire, a glossy Nustrated
brochure, “Rail opporfunities in the
South-Waost™, was issued at the end of
Seplambar, 1 states thai co-operation
batween County Councils on rail matters
15 vital bacause the majority of journays,
bath  pagsenger  and  Ereight, cross
county boundanes. A reduction of jour-
ney meé by the "Carnishman”™ of two
howurs s quoted and further spood
increases are planned (presumably by
omitting stops and worsening connec-
tional possibilitias),

In many parts of the South-Wes),
tourism is the major elerment of the lecal
BCOnomYy, resulting in Summer patron.
aga thraa fimes the winter laval on some
lines, Councils have declared continuing
support to rural lines, helping 1o main-

tain the rural economy. The brochure
confirms that a new station is to opan al
Ashchurch in 1589, while feasibility
studies are undor way into re-opanings
at Waorle, Yate, Wootton Bagsett, Chipp-
ing Campden, Corsham, bhybridge,
Someron, Langport and Wellington,
tagether with 8 new S1GpRING S&naicE
between Westbury and Exeter, Access
to asiations and the design ol rolling
siesck will take account of the needs of
disabled travellars.

The Councils will assess congesied
repd networks anmd investigate  rail-
based “Park and Ride” services where
appropriate. They will prass for a widan-
ing of aligibility for Section 8 grants for
naw privale sidings, examining tha
justificaticn for expanding the definition
of envirgnmental benafit, such as the
divegrsion of dangarous goods o rail,
Councils will also promote the use of rail
natworks, whare appropriate, in thair
tourist literature,

Tha Sovernside branch has
réspondad 10 the brochure with soweral
pages of comment to the General
Manager, BR Western Region,

Eric Barbary
EAST ANGLIA

“Making Tracks For 51 lves® was the title
af an 18-page report issusd by tho
Branch this autumn = the most detailed
study yet of the case for re-opening, and
#lactrifying, the line from Cambridge to
5t Ives, Our report shows how such a
scheme would ease traffic congestion in
Cambridge snd ease lranspor 1o the
fast-growing areas to the norh and
wast of the city. In addition to the
stations served before the line closed to
passangers in the 1970s, there should
be at least ihree new ones, and through
sarvices should operate from the line
southwards to Stansted Airport and
indead to London,

The RDS report, principally the work
of Stave Wilkinson, Peter Wakafield and
Stephen Lawrenca, received front-page
tregtment in the local press, with
the Cambridge Evening MNews, in an
aditorial, stating that our plans nesd
“wrgent consideration”, Tha report has
been sent to local authorities [who
would be expected to pay some of the
cost) and 1o BR, whose initial response
has baen to take it seriously. The cost af
trackwnork, we estimate, would be about
£1.3m ([with electrification a further
£1.58m). With automatic crossings, aig-
nalling, new stations atc., we pul the
total cost of this 15-mile route, serving a
catchrmant ares of up to 100,000 paople,
at £3.6rm.

Encouraging news on the ra-opanings
front comes from the wastern end of our
region, whara Arlesay is o be added
back to the nebtwork, This small town
batwean Hitchin and Biggleswade lost
its passenger service in 1953, but is now
to have a E500,000 station on the East
Coast Main Line with hourly eleciric
trains bebeween London and Pater-



borough. HDS launched a campaign for
this re-opaning three years ago. Almost
all the local authorities have been pear-
suaded to contribule money o the
scheme and the first raing will stop at
Arlesay in October 1988 if not bafore,

We have congratulated Eing's Lynn
and Wast Norlolk Borough Council
on their well-ressarched new booklet
putting the case for electrification from
Cambridge to King's Lynn, Their study
dovetails wall with our ocwn campaign
and points out that, if the ling is given
the go-shead soon, eleciric frains could
b aparating on it by 1931,

An interasting new promotional idea
has comea from our corporate members,
the Sudbury and Marks Tey Rail Lisers'
Association, Early morning commuters
can now have a swim in the pool a
the Kingfisher Leisure Cantre, next to
Sudbury statior, at a discount, boefore
catching thair train to work!

There have been two useful and
constructive  Branch meetings  this
autumn: m Neraich on 26 September,
with BR area manger Tany Hudson, and
in Cambridge on 21 Novembar with the
head af InterCity catering, The next
Branch meating will ba the AGM, 10
be held at 200 p.m. on Soturday 27
February in the Central Library, Bury 51
Edmunds.

Membars of neighbouring Branches are
wralcoma to attend, but not, of course, o
voia.

Travor Garrod

LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

Sparse Support
for Cross-town Line

From May 1288 there will be only one
daily cross-London InterCity train 1o and
fram Dowver, routed via Bromley South
and Chatham, to the disadvantage of
Tonbridge and Ashford. This reduction
is caused by poor loadings and by BR
simply not being able to afford further
risk money while trying 1o build up the
service. BR consider the low loadings to
be dus 1o the skow journey across
Lomnden (no faster than by under-
ground), together with the drop-off in
traditional continental railboat trafficin
conjunciion with which the trains weare
timetabled. But it is also felt locally that
there has been insufficient publicity for
the trainsg and that they were nol
suitably timad for passengars from the
south, cartainty not for day trips 1o the
north, Mr Jones knows one @lderly
naar-neighbour who will miss travel to
the norh without having to wuse the
underground. Tha marning narhbaund
train may also be missed for its speedy
local journey as lar as Bromley South,
wihare & sufprigingly large number of
paople were recently seen 1o alight;
there are mo through electric trains from
Tonbkridge to Bromley and the through
service from Ashford is very slow.

Chelsea Meeting gives
Thumbs-down for WEIR

Tha meating (reported in Railwatch 32)
to discuss the implications for the Wast
London Railway of the proposed “Wast-
&rn Environmental Improwemant
Route" finally took place on Thursday
79 Qctaober at Chelsea Town Hall, with
Harley Sherloeck (of both T2000 and
LATA) im the chair. & capacity audiance
of ever 150 gave a decisive thumbs-
dionem to the thind attempt by the Depart-
ment of Transport 1o build an exténsion
of the Mdad down through Chelsea Creak
1o Wandsworth.

MNick Raynesford, former Labour MP
for Fulham, gave a brief history of
pravious attempls o foist this road omn
the local populace, while Mick Lester, of
thae Association of London Authorities,
explained why it would ot solva the
problems of the Earls Court corridor.
Mick Alexander of BR then explained
how it might affect future proposals to
devalop the West London Railway for
passengers and freight, particularly in
tha light af the Channed Tunnal,

Those presant formed a broad cross-
saction of the local community and it is
significant that even those who
demanded relief for the present Earls
Court one-way system (especially when
there are evenis at Earls Court and
Stamford Bridge) were not convinged
that the Department’s proposals weare
the right ones. Hence the following
resolution was passed with only two
dissansions:

“Halief is urgently needed for tha
Earls Court Cormidor, but traffic through
the area musl be reduced rather than
increased. This meeting therefore
rajects the large-scale road building
outlined in WEIR amd calls for the
safleguarding of an increasad-capacity
Wiest Landon Raihway Line.”

This is tha largest and most successiul
public meating with which RDS has
boen associated in recent years, It fully
iustified the efforis of s sponsors
[mamely RDS, T2000, MCIT and, most
impartantly, the Chelsss Riverside
Action Group, which stands 1o lose the
most i this scheme 8 bulidored
thraugh.

RDS s always pleased to have tha
opporunity to put fonsard the angu-
mants for raill altarmatives 10 major road
schemes, and we have cortainly not
heard thae last of this issue. A further
major meating is planmed for the Spring
of 1588,

Gala Days

On Splurday 36 and Sunday 27 Sap-
termber, BR held gala days on the
newiy-electrified East Grinstead line,
weith unlimited travel from East Croydon
at £1 per day, Including also the Uekfiald
line an the Saturday. A 15-minute intar-
wal sarvice was run from East Croydaon,
carying many peopla. In conjun
with this, RDS held a local meating n
East Grinstead for an hour or two in the
afternoon, in an attempt to help focal
ADS member Lavrance Skinnerton form
a raill users' group for the lown,
Although few people attended this
migating, it did attract the local press and |
the Town Clark, as will as at least one |
genuine commuter, and somaething use-|
ful may yot come of il Anyone living Inl
the area who wishes 1o join such &)
group should contact Laurence Skinmer-
ton, 14 Dorsetl Avenue, East Grinstead,
West Sussex AH19 2488 A stamped
addressed envelope will no doubt be
appreciated.

Trewvor Jonas was imyited by BEBC2 TV
1w appear with Chris Green [MNetwork
SouthEast Director] an “Friday Repont®
an 11 Decembear.

Trevor Jones and John Elw.
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IN PARLIAMENT

No. 30
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PREVIEW

OFF TO A GOOD START -
INCLUDING LIGHT RAIL

Prospects for both rall and light rail
lookad promising in the opdning waaks
of 1568, according to sympathetic MPs.
This was cartainly the optimistic feeling
of Petar Snape, MP. far West Bromwich
East and Opposition spokesman for
transpart, when he sxpressed the hope
that the BDS would continue ta bé "such
an eflective exponent of radl transport.”

#== “Lat us hope that the rosy picture so

n painted by BR actually appaars,”

mdded. Innovations to be walcomed

on our “often unfairty malignad raihvany

system” wera the class 80 locomotives

= Lm. 110 mph electrics on tha weast coast

routa = pnd the intreduction of more

garly morning and late evaning services
1o and from Londan.

Aoyt Dornoch Firth — the Scoottish
imlel whare there is doubt whether the
proposed bridgs will include & rail as
wirll as & road crossing — he says: “Lat
us hape the adwious decision = Ekan 10
include a rail bridge.”

He hopes thai in this. as in othar
schames, Government departments and
BR mansgement will work together
instead of separately. Bul in local
governmant he wealcomes the “con-
tinusd falth in thelr commuter raihaey
showmn by the financial contributions of

~—nany local authorities,

LIGHT RAIL SCHEMES
‘AN EXCITING VISION®

While ha welcomes naw rolling stock,
ha daplores the fact that only half as
many coaches are being produced as
the numbar withdrawn, Another bBack-
ward step is the incraase in fares abowve
inflation bevels,

But light raibway schamas = in Man-
chaster, Weast Midlands and South
Yorkshire — he sees 88 an “exciting
wigion.” Might thore not be Isbowr
dispules, | suggested, as to whathar tha
wehicles wara trams or traing, as hap-
paned in Mewcastla? “That was settled
smicably,” ha said "So il would b

Begain."

BETTER NEWS FROM
WESTERN REGION

Tony Spailer (C, Devon Marth], whosa
legislation has dong marvels in re-open-
ing stations, says he has little fresh
mivs Bt the moment. t's 8 case of no
nows is good nows, as he has almost
nothing but praise, st leas for Wastern
Region, whosa timekeeping between
Paddingion and Exetor he finds miuch
improwved.

The reservation ha has 0 make is
about the way inter-City irains now ran
into Exetar 51 Davids on the centra
platform instead of alongside the oxit,
as they aherays did. When ha asked why,
he was told the change had been
inspired by a computer at Crevwa.

Has he any more ideas in tha way of
amanding leglslation to furthar encour-
aga opaning mare lines and stations!
“I'm always ready (o hear sSuggestions,”
s tald ma,

JE

Opposition hits out at
transport policy

A rare all-day debate on transporl was
the subject chosen by the opposition
for one of the days allotted 1o them 17
NOVEMBER, It was introduced by
Aobert Hughas, who mepresants the
Labour seat of Abardeen Naosth.

A formal mothen “condemned the
harmiul effects® of Governmeont trans-
port podicies, and “deplorad” reductions
in the quality of service across all publec
transport. Singled owt for attack woere
highwr fares, damage 1o the anvifon-
mant, inadequata Imeestment, reduced
safaty standards, failure to back thae
British transport manufacturing indus-
try and putting profit above service to
the customar. Tha Governmant was
urgad o co-ordinate servioes acrass all
madas af transpoert.

BR should learm from its own axpéri-
gnce, Mr Hughes sasd, “whan it has,
quite excaptionally, followed the course
of action that we advised”. The St
Pancras — Bedford line recelved multipla
imvestmant on trains, irack and signals,
and tha offect was a 40% incréasa in
usage. If new tralns only had been
provided, the traffic increass would
probably hve baen only B%.

VAT a looming threat

Mr Hughes wamed: “a time bomb s
ticking sway in tha EEC. and 11 will
have a widespraad affect on all public
transpart faras®. Theare was a prospect
of VAT baing applied 10 passaenger fares,
tha rate of which might be harmonised
weithin the Community. The Prima Minis-
tar had been silent aboul VAT on fares,
He wanted the minisier 1o s5ay he wouwld
wisto any impasition of VAT on bus, bradn
and air Tares.

Turning to Scotland, he regrettod thad
BR refusaed o consider électmficalon
frorm Edinburgh to Aberdean as nod
being commercially wviable. BR was a
national network and the sast coast
main line was part of the network from
Aberdean 1o London, “Tha whole matter
musi b looked at again. Similarly | urgs
the Government 1o sarfously consider
thair attitede to the Durnoch Firth rail
bridge, becausa | baligwe it s assential
o the socio-sconomic future of the
Mosth of Scotland.”

Transporl Secretary, Pawl Chamnan,
replied that tha Govarnment had agread
in principle to sirsabla investment in
the international high-speed Channal
services, and since June 1879 no imvest-
mant progect that BR submitted had
baan turmned down,

“We have authaonssed 1,333 rack milas
of electrified railway: London to Came-
bridge, London to Nonsich, Tanbridge
1o Hastings, Bournemouth 1o
Waymouth, and east coast eloctrification
to Leods, Work and Edinburgh - the
largest single rail invesiment for Z5
yaars and the biggest-avaralectrification
schama, it is wall ahead of schadula.”

Mz Windfred Ewing (Scot. Nat. Moray)
intervanad 1o ask why rail elecirification
stopped at Edinburgh, “thus leaving the
oil eaphal of Europe stranded, with no
alectrifisd lime running up the east
coast.” (of Scotland)

Fares up above inflation

Mr Channon replied that any worth-
while investment scheme put by BR
would not be tumed down. On tha
subjpect of fares, he said. that aking
pecount of discownts, over the past
threa years average fares had incressed
by wunder 4% in real terms. ‘What
concarned people was when thay paid
higher fares without corresponding
improvaments in quality. Ho was dater-

COMMONS DEBATES in the selocted extracts from parlismentary spreches and answers 1o questions, which follow
this PREVIEW, Commons replies are given by Transpon Secretary, Paul Channon, ar his Mindstar of State, David Mitehall,

C = Consarvative, Lab, = Labowr, LA = Libaral &lliance,




minad to ensure thal fare incréasas
wirg matched by increases in guality,

Martin Flanmery (Lab. Hillsborough)
intervened to spoak of the increasing
size of hoavy lorries that was destroying
the roads. The minister had not men-
tianed the fundamental cause of the
broakdown and destruction of our
raads.

Mr Chanmnon replied that whateves
criticisma thare wera, a1 least the Gov-
arnment had been providing & sansca
for the country by increasing capital
investment in almost avery soction of
transpodt to an wnparallelled extent.

“An mxciting development n -trans-
port,” he continued, “is tha new co-
oparation betwesn Government and
private enterprise in providing transport
infrastructure, The private sector
finances new investmaont for & rMeasona-
bla return on capital, and the texpayer
recaives — oftan al no cosl = a valuable
sddition o the transport Systam.
“Roughly half the cost of work now
under way to extend the Docklands
Light Raitway to Bank station will be rmet
by thie private sector. The whaole cost of
the sastward extension of the ling will
be met by private secior developars
from increased land values.”

Case for more support

Aichard Liveey (Lib/AN Brecon & Rad-
nor) said ha believed the financial
targets for the rallways had been foo
tight, “ceriainly in comparison with
pther wast Europaan countries, whers
ralhwrays are mone hasvily subskdised. &
case can cartainly be made out for more
Govarnment suppori, particularty in tha
light of the crowding on the road
sy EbEm.

“Wae need rapid, houfly, eiby-to-city
sarvices, and an efficient feadar notwork
in the regions and in Scotland and
Walss, (o feed into tho overall natwork.
We also nood modernisation, and mons
of the system should be aloctrified. That
will require more investment. Wa nead
alactrification on all our main routes, It
is wary sarious that the South Wales and
Briztal routs is not to be electrified. Nor
ks the Abardeen to Edinburgh roufs.
That is becauss of the need 1o feed inlo
the Channel Tunnel. Roules with no
electrification will be at a disadvaniage.”

Mr Migchall intervenad to ask in what
way the multiple-unit Sprinters were
inferior 1o alectrification. That would
moan & substantipl outlay in cosis
and wirtually no difference in what tha
CUSIOMar recaivad.

Why cross London?

Mr Liveey replied that ho welcomisd
tha Sprinters. Howowvar, they wers not
wsing tha antire network. "Electrification
will b essential to take tha rallway nto
thi 2181 Century. Because of the Chan-
nel Tunnel, olectrification will be
axtramaly imporant for through trains
to the continent.

*Tha Chonnel tunnel is an apoch-
making develogment. [t is essential that
the regions of Englond and the countrias
of Wales and Scotland should be plug-
ged into the Channel Tunnel system. |
cannol ses wiy all the trains have 1o go
thraugh London 1o gt to the tunnel. No
doubt whan Brunel constructed large
parts of the Great Westorn Railway, he
was anxious to get to Paddington, bt if
ha waore living now, ho would be
anxious to take the gquickest possible
route to the south coast.” .

Robari Adlsy (C Chrisichureh] intar-
wenad 1o say that the South Eastarn
Rallway buili the Tonbridge - Redhill
ling for the Channal tunnel in the 18708,

My Livaey said this coversd a point ha
was about to make; that the develop-
ment of Aeading siation was maore
important than some of the develop-
ments in London. He then spoke of the
shooper sarvices In norh sast England.

Central Wales bridge

“| anter a plea to the minister about
the Central Wales e, he sddad. "
travels throwgh five marginal sests and
must ba of significance to the House.” i
was important that the Glanrhyd Bridge
fwhich had just collapsed at the time ol
his apeech] should be replaced as soomn
as possible. “1 knaw that BR s actively
pursuing new designs for the bridge
and | hope they will be complated soon.
He slso spoke of Dornoch Firth, regrat-
ting that permisalon had not bean given
for & rall line to run alongsida the road
on the proposed bridge there. “That
could ba done cost-affectivaly.”

Mr Adiey spoke of inimadatory drin-
ing of coaches on motorways, whan
timetables called for "impossible” aver-
age spesds 1o be attained to compete
u.ith BR. Tha offocts on the community
of low-fare cosches had not been
anywhana fully examined. Regardiass of
the public interest, commuter coaches
wera scattered and parked all ower
London and other citias.

‘Crazy’ motorway policy

“It is crazy 10 devols SCArcH Mesources
to the bullding of mora and mors
motorways, aspecially round London
whara wae have 8 good rall network,” Ha
welcomad with half 8 cheer the prop-
aosad Landon (Paddinglan) 1o Haathrow
exprass rail link, It dealt with only half
the problem. There should ba & leop
providing o proper rail sarvica from
Heathrow to both Paddinglon and
Watierloo.

“WWe desparately nood now tulbe lifes
in London, and many ol our mapar
principal cities nead much batter fail
servicas. Wa haar that the Gowvernment
are 1o spand more milllons of pounds on
tha M25. Whan will they spend millians
on improving matters on, for example,
the Vietoris line ot Victoria? | am worried
by the overcrowding on London Reg-
ional Trangport. | wolcoma the DLR, but
it Iz & pity wa ane building a ralbwvay that

is incompatible with the rest of the LAT
raibways. We cannot run LRT trains on
the DLR, 20 this good litike system will
ramain physically unconnectad with the
rast of London's rall transpor.®

David Marshail (Lab. Shenleston] said
thers was an unanswerable casa for
massive invesiman in BR on envinon-
mental and energy conservation
grounds. “The Domoch Finh crossing
noeds a rail bridge 1o ba built at the
sama time as the road bridge. The
Government's refusal to approve itis an
absolute scandsl, BR does not coma out
of that with much credit, &s it sccepted
tha Governmeant's decision. | ask the
minkster 1o rethink.”

fevan Wyn Jones [(Welsh Nat. Yiys
Maon) wrged the minster to use his
influence with BR to ensure that narth
and south Wales lines wera elactrified
a5 o priodity.

Lorry transfer to rail

Dhawid Bovan (C. Birmingham Yard
snid he had recently been impressed by
the transfar of lormy journeys to rail
batwonn the west country and London,
“Ona lorry 8 minute was taken off the
roads of Somarsel, Wilishire, Hamp-
shire and West Londan, throuwgh the
single expadient of giving a Govern-
ment grant of £3.700,000 wowards an
£8Bm terminagl to the AMC Rpoadstonp
Corporation for automatic limestons
loading on to the raibways. What a
sensible use that is of our ground
tranaportation  infrastructura!l  This
couniry was now axpaniencing tha
mosl mEssive upturn in toursm,” he
continuad. “Paople and vehicles ane
floeoding over, and that will be expedited
by the successful advance of the Chan-
nal tunnal project.”

Ha complimented the minister on his
plans 1o imvest £1 billion in the nesxt
yaars In BR rolling stock and tha
million coniract jusi awarded to E..
Enginearing (BRELL “Wa must get BR 1o
address itsoff to the vast investment
needed in the rolling stock pregramma,
even before we procood to the many
metro-rail schemes that are nesded, as
are light raibways. In looking at such
schemas, wa must dlso ramady the lack
of investmant in local railway stock.”

Busiest roads in Europe

Roy Hughes (Lab. Newport East) said
there could ba litile prospect of reliaving
cangestion on our trunk rosds and
motorsays. Tratfic density on the roads
was alraady the highest in Europe - wall
above the figures for laky, France, Wast
Garmany and Belglum, Usars and resi-
dents ware suffering as congastion ross.

Investmant was neadad 1o ansure an
pasior iransfer of losds from one form of
transport 10 ancther, Grants for sidings
and rail fraight facHlities should be
increased, Electrification was needed
fram Losdon to South Wales pnd Crewe
to Holyheasd. The Ceniral Electricity
Generating Board moved about 100,000




tonnes of coal by road o Uskmouth
powaer station and more coal was
blendad a1 Newpor dock and carried by
raad. That frabghl should go by rail,

Michaa! Invine (C Ipswich] protested
a1 the overcrowding and un-punctuslity
in peak hours in East Anglia and
particularly on the journay from Caol-
chestarto London. “The knee-jerk action
is to blama the management of the Ene.
The trouble goes back further, but soma
progress is being made. We ane bagin-
ning ta gat batter ralling stock, although
Eastern Region has a history of being
handed tha left-owers. In o fast- growing
arga it was imporiant to take Tuture
e into account. i the money due o
b spant an the Channel Tunnel wars (o
o instead on improving the infrastruc-
tura of this country’s transport, tharg
would be tonsiderable benafits all
round,

Tant Lioyd (Lab. Stretfond) wound up
debate for the opposition, in place of
@ uswal spokesman, Peter Snape, wiha
s i hospital. There was an ideslogi-
eal split, Mr Lioyd said, between the
ministar, extalling Governmant policias,
and back benchers who opposad those
policies. Like a magicion, the minister
spoke of E300 milllen worth of goodies 8
year an offer 1o LAT. “Wa welcome that
imvestrment because il s badly nesded.”

Dornoch Bridge: no call

Mr Mircheil, replying to the debate,
said thet imeestment in LAT was now
highor than it had over besn, and LAT
was carrying mofe passengers than it
had ever carried. Regarding Dosnoch
bridge, there was no application from
BA for investment approval,

A= for slectrification to Aberdean,
what was wrong with tha HST 135,
which went fastor 10 Abgrdesn than

~Jraing on the electric wes1 coast main

na? Turning to Mr Adley's reference 1o
—-fha potential of & BR route through
Redhill, for the banafit of the Channel
wnnel, he sald the |odnt consuitation
committes that meats in Keni had
commissioned a study, As & resull
these would be a further reappratsal of
the capacity and route of Eurctunned
traffic. A report would be available naxt
EUMMaF.

Mambars' constituents had reason 1o
be glad that buses had been deragu-
lated, Scores of estates throughout the
country had now bus services that did
noi have them bafora.

The formal motion was defeated by
293 votes to 200, » Government mjﬂlﬂl
of 53.

DLR ‘should cross river’

The London Docklands Ralkway
(Beckton) Bill, providing for the DLR's
eashward axtension, was givan an unop-
posed second reading on10 DECEMBER.

Mal Tharne (C Iferd South) opening
the debate on the Bill, said that since the
lina opanad the volume of passangers

had exceeded all expectations. “LAT is
being besieged from all directions to
mtend the notwork across the river 1o
Greamaich and nofth-east to Barking.™
The extenslon to Beckiocn was being
promoled by LRAT, on behalf of the
Lendon Docklands Development Cor-
poration,

Nigel Spaaning [Lab, Mewham South)
sald he could not undarstand wivy the
LDDC would not canceda tha idea of the
train calling &t Canning Town, This was
one of the major community cantres in
oast London and a natural centre for
transpor intarchange.

Ron Leighton [Lab, Newham North-
Enst) said that for cost reasons an
inadeguate railway had baan built and
then bits wara baing added an. “Is it not
likely that the Canning Town loop will ba
added? B would be much cheapar o
buidd it mow.®

Peter Shore (Lab. Bethnal Green B
Stepney] sald that lessons wara 1o baan
drawn from expariance with the DLR so
far, which he hoped would be applied to
the proposed axtension, There was the
problam of excessive nolsa, particularly
on the straich along Cable Streat.
Specified nolse limits hed basn
axceaded. The reason was the poor
noise insulation quality of the concrete
and sieal elevated sITUCIUras.

Other points ware loss of privacy -
residents homes were overlooked — and
safaty in the broadest sensa: unmanned
stations might give rise to serious
vandalism problams,

Tony Banks (Lab. Mewham MNofth-
¥est) intarvened 1o say that LAT's cost-
cutting axercise reduced the margin of
safoty on the bus and Underground
gystems. Would Mr Shore say any mars
about the safely aspects of the DLR?

My Shore: “This point ks at the back al
all our minds whan we discuss rail
tronspori in London and the disasiar at
Eing's Cross station, Special dangers are
associated with underground systems
a5 opposod to pverground gystems. "

more light rail wanted

Teny Lioyd (Lab. Manchester Stret-
ford] said light rail systams ware 10 ba
walcomed: the more of them the battar.

Mr Micheli said the Gowernmeni
suppared the Bill to allow the eastam
extansion of the line, “An extension 10
Beckton is seen as crucial and will halp
to revitalise tha royal docks area.” He
agroad with Mr Lloyd about the potential
of lght reil. The docklands line would
lead & considerabla fiald, but he did not
understand why Mr Lloyd regarded
spending public maney as a wirility
symibol.

Mr Liowd asked why investment in
reads should ba supponed by the public
secior and puble transport by the
private sector, Would tha minister only
dievelop public transport systems that
could be funded by private-sector capi-
tal?

&r Mitctedl replied that away had not
beenfound for thoss anjoying enhanced
land values as a result of a road being
built 1o contribute towards s cost
Equally, those who sulfered & drop in
value did not recaive a contribution, The
Governmant did not balisve that public
transport should be developed only

whara it would be pakd for by the privata
sector, Where thers was a need for

public transport, the nesd should be
defined. Taxpayers should be sheltarad
fram having to Tork out i private
resourcas could achieve the same and,
Thera would be no cutiing corners on
safaty,

Ay Leighton sald that his main eritl-
cigm wes that DLR was inadequate.
Paople had called it a toy railway, oven a
Mickey Mousa rallway, the sart of
railway ana might sea in Disneyland: =it
i= an alevatsd tram, ™

Error to lose trams

"I dio not want the Howsa to think |
have anything against trams; they wom
a very good form of transport. Abroad |
have been to cities that have sxealbent
tram services. Thair trams ook mose
like railways than this one,

intarvaning, Ar Banks said he also
had an affection for trams, Transport
planners made a major error whan they
removed them (ram London’s stresats.”

Mr Laighton again oxpressad his
affection for irams, but said that the DLR
would ba shown to be inadequate and
would have to be rebuilt and
strangthenad. Ha was brought up in a
Londaon transport family and his father
oncs had & jobh B2 & porer on the
Undarground.

“They wera the peopls on every
station who used o sweep the plai-
forms, keep tham clean and wash them,
On some stations therm were oven
gardens and flowars. Could peopls
remamber whan there were things
cillod toilets on stations? At the momaent
the DLR was like & bright new bution,
but how long would that be so if
its stations wers unstaffed? Under-
financing was a false seonomy.”

& Banks said that painted on a bridge
over Burdett Aoad was o slogan that
sald: “Tolls out’ It aptly summed up the
attitude of people in the sast end to the
characters moving into the area “Wa
talk aboul’ cutting stalffing lovals on
public transpor, bul whan it comes 10
air travel, 8 major salling point is the
seryion that passengars receie. | do not
sed why o person travelling on a na, 25
bus should not be egually walcomed
aboard, and why busas and ftrains
ghould continually cul comfart and
safety when other forms of transport
amphasise thosa things.

Winding up the debate, Mr. Thome

said he was glad members on both
sides welcomed the BHll, which he
believed was a step in the right
direction.




King's Cross: oldest tube

Ag is usual on such occasions as tha
King's Cross fire, the Transport Secrat-
ary, Paul Channon, made & statemanl
about 1tha accident immediately after
Question Timae the next afterncon 18
MNOVEMBER.

Among speakers in the briefl discus-
sion that followed were Robert Adiey
and MNigel Spearing [Lab, Newham
South), Mr Adlay ramarked that King's
Cross tube station was part of the oldes
tube railway in ihe world. To improve
public transport new lines should be
built and the old ones modernised and
investad in to keep tham up 1o scratch,

Mr Spearing said that for some
manths Londan MPs had bean expres-
sing concarn aboul the safety of the
Underground, as evidenced by o ques-
tion that day. In striking the balance
betwean efficiency and safety, manage-
mant decisions should recaihve the
widest possible consant

Settle — Carlisle question

G.R Croer (Lab. Bradford south)
asked, in a wriltan guestion on 16
MOVEMBER who was funding the study
an the Sattle = Carlisle corridor by
J.Jorvis and Sans PLC, besidas tha
Manpower Sarvices CommissionT

John Les, a Department of Employ-
mant minister, replied that & feasibility
study followeed discussions batween the
Ribblesdale Trust, Jarvis's and the MSC,
It was being funded by the MSC and
Jarvis's. The total cost would be more
than E£10,000 to which the MSC was
contrbuting £5, 000,

The purpose of the study was 0 seak
opportunitias o mount projects in tha
ared, whathar under the community
programma or others. The M5SC woula
decide which projects would bo under-
taken and invite sponsors 1o disouss
tham,

In & writen question from EA,
Maibew [Lab.  Carlislel oan 30
NOVEMBER the minisier was askad
what dalayed his decision on the
Carlishe = Sattle lina T

Mr Mitchell replied that since receiv-
ing the board's financial case last
Decambar {1986), he had had 1o con-
sider many represantations, including
comprehenalve statemants from both
the local authorities and Friends of the
Lina.

Sleepers under threat

Questions wene askad aboul services
i south- wesl Scotland whan Sir Heclor
Monre (€ Dumfries) introduced a dabate
on tha subject at Bam after an all-nighi
session on B DECEMBER.

*l am a great commuter and thane is
no greater supporner in the House for
travaliing by rabl,” he sald. Proposed
reductions in train services would have

a damaging aoffect on the sConomy.
Trains were grossly overcrowded and
passengars would ba driven 1o travel
aither by bus to London or car to Carlisle.

Wiiam McKelvey (Lab. Eillmarnock
and Loudoun] spoke of trains that wone
to be mrouted. There had beaen no
consulation with amy of tha arcas
concernad, the trade wnions or sy of
tho rogional or distfict councils. “We do
not wan! roules 1o be seleciod on the
basis of figures supplied by BR. Wa are
Ipoking not for 8 decreased service in
area which hes suffered economic
blows, but the meverse.” Neither the
French nor the Germans, he declared,
would dream of closing a railway in any
part of their country thal was in any way
comparabla with Dumiries.

John Home ARoberison (Lab. East
Lothian] said it was becoming clear
that BR wanted 1o pick up sleeper
passangers only ot the major cenlnes,
such as Edinburgh, Glasgow and Car-
lishe, and that amyons from intermadiate
stations would have to whistle, “Sleaper
sarvices have grest potential, but on
both the aast and west coasis BR seom
hell-bant on sabotaging that part of the
business by deterring polential custom-
ors.” In some areas the sloepar senvics
gould appropriataly be described as thi
socrol service. One could nol wnder-
stand BR unless i wanied o do away
with the sarvice,

“Tha impression B ghven that the
sorvice is run by accountanis rather
than railwaymen snd London sccoun-
tants 8l that = a disturbing consideration
far Scotland, This siida-rula approsch
means that passengers have to travel 1o
main ling eentras or lump iL°

Mr Mitehell rapliad that BR was told
that its intor-city sector would nat be
gligible for public sector obligation
grant after the end of that financial year,
This was a tough target for BR — the
objective of making 8 2.7% return 8s a
current oparating profit on nel assets
bafore interest by 1983-80. it is in this
context that BR has examined iis
inter-city routes to see where the level of
sorvics doss nol correspond o cus-
tomer damand. One conclusion is that
some axisting sleoper senvices cannot
b justifind.

=4t the same time a8 it i withdrowing
frains, BA is introducing four ey
sleeper services that will link major
centres of population in Scotland, the
West Midlands and the south coast of
England. Sleepar sarvices are baing
tallored to meel market demand.”

Sir Hector Moarg imervensad 10 ay
that paopla would be thoroughly disap-
pointed that no one was able to defend
thaoir point of view. It appaars that BR s
always right. whatever it says and
whatever its facts and figures. The
travailing public do Aot saam Lo Mather,
| am disappointed that the minister is
not prapared to arbitrate himsell on our

bahalf and tell BR that it s wrong.
Elected represaniatives know that BR is
wirormg, but we pre nol getling any
supgort.”

Mr Mitchell admitied that “as the
situathon now stands,” night passengers
from Kilmarnock or Dumfries 1o London
woolld have a 2-hour wait al Carlisle. &
numbor of MPs were to meat Dr
Pridesux, who was responsible for
markating, and was ablo 1o flesh out the
bare information.

HOUSE OF LORDS
Railway electrification

On 28 NDVEMBER, Lord Gadnford (C)
asked what proportion of the raihways
ware alectrified and what was the
timetabla for future schamas?

Lord Brabaron of Tara, Parliamaniary
Undaer- Secratary for Transport, replisd
that BR would have 7523 eleciriflad
track miles whan prosant schames
comploted. That was 38% of the i
network. Elecirification 1o Weymou...,
Royston to Cambridge and Watford o
51 Albans were due to ba finished n
1988, London to Edinburgh should ba
ready in Bay 1991.

Lard Galnfard asked the minkter if he
had any information that could oncour-
age the north sast of England, “my ald
homeland.

Progress on the sast coast main ling
was ahead of schedule, replied Lord
Brataron “Thera should be no problem
in mooting the target, on the LoAdon to
Lewds sarvica, of usl 1988 = & yaar
earlior than planned. Full #lacifiE barvica
from London to Huntingdon snd Pater-
borowgh had started in May, slightly
ahead of schedule.

Lovd Taewiet (C] asked how much
faster the journey from London to
Edinburgh would ba when the ling =
edectrifiad.

Lord Brabaron replied thal it was
hoped to reduce the time by S0 minutes,
thus improving on the 125 train’s four
hours 40 minutes by making it four
hours exactly.

Lord Undertill {leader of the Labour
Group) asked |f faster progress woulbd
not have been made but for two
financial aspects. One was that invest-
mant in BR for tha naxt five yoars was
estimated at E600 million ped ERRUm,
wherens in 1952 the plan was for
imcestment al the rate of E800 million
par annum, Secondly, during the period
1982-85 the undar-spand of the expandi-
ture limit was £332 million,

Lord Brabaron replied that no aletrifl-
cation proposals had been turmned down
since the Govermment had been in
office. As regards slectrification, bet-
wean 1874 and 78, £41 million a yoear
wiks spant al todays prices. Since 19739
on average of £72 million a year had
been spant at todays prices.
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