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Railway Financing —

What future for Inter-City?

In gur last editorial we dealt with
FPrivatisation. This tirmeé 11 15 thé turn
of Sectorisation in tha particular contet
of the recent report of the House of
Commons Transport Committes o
wehich, through the Society's Parlia-
Jnentary Liaisan Committes, we gave
dence.

In their repori® the indepandant Com-
mittea of M Ps take issua with British Rail
and the Government not only on the
level of financial support for the railways
but also on some aspects of Seclorisa-
tion, in particular the Gowvernment's
insistenco that the Inter-City Sector
should no longer be eligible for PS50
Grant from 1988-89 (Fara. 130}

This granl is, as mémbars may be
awara, the method by which British Rail
is compansated for running those parts
of the raibway which seree a public need,
currenily lnter-City: Metwork SouthEast
and, of course, the Provincial Sector
which covers all the local services which
mvany of aur affiliated rail users” groups
were sel up to defend. First and
foremost it 8 NOT a subsidy but is
based on E.E.C.Regulations and its
mathod of operation was laid down in

Raikways Act of 1974 which is still
.4 statutory basis for the compensation
for running those seclions of the railway
which sarve a social rokbe,

In Decermber 1974 the Secretary of
Stple imposed o Directicen upon the
Board *._.frem 1 January 1975, 1o
aperate thair rallway passenger system
50 as o provide a public sarvice which is
comparable generally with that pro-
vided by the Board at present.” This
Direction was subject 1o expenditure
limiits which in recont yoars undoer tha
prosant governmant have been gradu-
ally whitled down and it i% this aspect of
Gowarnment policy which has been
causing the Mmost coniroversy.

Wihilst the original Directicn has had
tha effect of freezing the network at its
1974 sgize and has besn a usaful

* Third Repaort of the Transpart Commit.
tea. Session 18867, “Financing of Hall
Sarvices.” May 1987. HMS0, £7.00

saleguard against “a major programme
of closures™, it has provided hile
incantivi to BR to “expand and develop
the system” = which is what RDS is
all about. Ewven maore worrying is the
statemant that “Inter-City may thus be
freed from the obligation to maintain
is services and unprofitable Inter-City
saMates may become wulnerable to
closure...”, subpeci of course to the
normal statutory closure procedure,

The main conclusion of the Report
which concarns the Society i " we
baliave that the axistenca of & zocial rola
far Intar-City should not be ignorad and
this should b taken into account when
daciding the financial framawork within
which BR is expacted to oparate. (The
Dapartment of Transport is at present
congidering the need to amend the
ariginal 1974 Direction).

The problems of Settle — Carlisle
{Fara, B8} couse the Commities o
conclude “that this is one case in which
payment of a specific grant would ba
appropriate _.." (See also Regional
Notes). Mare particularly it stotes “Such
grants should not be rendared valueless
by a compensatory deduction fram PS0
grant.” Ribblehead Wiaduer will st
require continuing expendiiure as a
“Listed Structure” so the savings antici-
pated by closure may well be illusiory.

Apart fram the method of appraising
the wiability of railway investmeant, as
against that for road schames; tha
appropriatenass of the present level of
P50 grant; BR's flinancial objectives;
Bus Substitution; Closure Procedures;
Privatisation etc.. the main conclusion
of the Report wpon which RDS will
undoubtedly be focussing its anmention
in the coming months is: “Wae therglong
recommend  thalt theée Gowirfamént
should reconsider the treatmeant of the
Inter-City targets, with particular atten-
tion being pald to the social role played
by Imter-City rail transpont.*

JWE

H wou have gver boen puezled by the
difference Betwaan Matwork SouthEast

and Provincial; or where Railfreight
onds and Parcels beging RDS has just
produced a new Briefing Faper on
Sectorisation, and upon which your
commants would also be walcome, as a
contribution ta awell-informed dialogue
batwean BDS and BR managemeant. The
Paper is free — but plesse send a
stamped addressed foolscap envelope
to g author, John Saunders, Stockhwell
Gate, Whaplode, Spalding, Lincs. PE12
GUE.

FARES RISE
UNFAIR

Some trains on InterCity routes are 5o
popular that it is difficult to find & seat.
At tha and of June, BR responded to this
dvercrowding problam by Increasing
some InterCity fares to force people off
the overcrowded trains. Whethar thesa
passengers have travellad on other
trains — which may have been |ess
convaniant for them, — turned to BR™s
competitors or simply not revelled at
all, has not yot baen revealad,

ADS General Secratary. Trevor Gar-
rod, has written 9 the new Secretary of
Siate for Traneport, Paul Channon MP,
protesting at this situation.

“We are aware,” Mr Garrod poinis
out, “that central Gowernmant doas not
actually tell BR what to charge on
Imtarlity services. Howavar, the finan-
cial policies of successive governmants
have forced BR to reduce rolling stock.,
=0 that it eften cannat cope with demand
at busy nmas.”

“In contrast,” the Ganeral Secratary’s
latter goes on, “whan the M25 and other
motorways suffer overcrowding at
times, we do not see efforts to force
passengers off them by 1olls or other
charges. On the contrary, we haar calls
for widaning schemas or neew roads.”

The latter concluded by urging the
Socretary of State to allow BR 10 imvest
in sufficient rallimg stock Tor the Buss-
nass on affer, and (o adopt Ineestment
critéria o rail similar 1o thosa for road,
10 ensure fairer competition batwean
road and rail.




Heathrow Rail Link
- RDS Input

ROS s studying @ consultant™s report
into & possible new rail link betweaen
London and Heathrow Airpart, and wall
send its commants by the and aof
Oectobaer,

Whan the report was published in
July, the Seciety issued a press state-
ment walcoming it and adding that “a
rail link 1o the sirport 18 [ang ovardue as
it would provide speedy access with
minimum  anvironmenial problems.”
Howewver, we also set oul a number of
guestions 10 which we seek answers,
notably:-

Would Paddington, the terminal
favaurad by the consultants’ report, be
the most satisfactory one, ovan for
London?

Should there not also be a link
westwards 1o Reading? (Stansted Air-
por, after all, is being given a rail link
bpoth southwards to London and noerth-
wards o Cambridgel;

Should not the scheme be considerad
in conjunction with arrangements for
the Channel Tunnal? Both require
facilities for passengers who oo nof
wish 1o travel inte the cenire of London

In short, is full considaration baing
given to the needs of & fully integrated
public transport system?

A to Z of Rail Reopenings

This is tha title of a new RDS book baing
prepared, and due to be published this
wintar, It will contain 8 comprehensive
list of new and reopened stations and
lines, particularly over the last two
decades - axplaining how and why thoy
weara reopened, what they cost, who
paic ete.

The book will thus show what has
been achieved by positive rall develop-
ment in recent years and serve as @&
guide and incentiva 10 pressune groups,
firms, local authorities and all others
working for further expansion of the
AEhAGIE.

Thanks to all who have helped so far
with its compilation. Further eontribu-
tisns and photos should be Sant 1o our
Chairmamn, Alan Bevan.

Tharks also 1o those members and
supporters who sponsored Reopenings
Committes membar, Richard Pill, on his
120 mile cycle ride from Bedford o
Lowestoft on August B. Tha mongy
raised thereby will go towards that
npeded 1o publish ihe book, Further
loansidanations  will be  gratefully
recoived by the National Treasurar.

Swiss Rail Convention
a Huge Success

About 15 delegates, mostly members of
ROS, spent an sction-packed waak in
Basal, Switzerland, from 22nd = 26th
Juni, studying transport developmant
im this go-ahesd country at the first
Annual Convention of the Rail Transpon
Study Cirela.

Highlight of the week was o papér by
Dr Swricker, Head of Secretariat of the
Swiss Federal Railways (SBE), on the
“BAHN 2000° plan to introduce régulir
interval [“Taktfahrplan ™) services which
will enable 33% more trains o be run
with existing resources of staff and
rolling stock

Visits were made 10 two fraight
depots, one intermadal the ather refrig-
arated wagons and also to the work-
shops of the Berne — Lotschbarg =
Simplon Railway and the works of
Schindiar-Waggaon which manufactures
both railway ralling stock and trams,

The final Session af the Convention
was held in an apan tram which in view
of the adverse weather conditions was
thankfully 81l ensconced in the Depat

of Basel Transpor which formad the
subjoct of our final wisit

A full report of the proceedings can bs
obtained by sending a stamped address-
ad foolscop envelope lo the Secretary of
RTSC, Pat Crane, at 206 Alexandra Park
Rowd, Londan M22 4U0.

The pragramme for 1588 will be pub-
lishad shortly to those on our mailing
list — the 1988 Convention to be in
Halland — and all future London-baged
events &t the new Alexandra Palace
Complex (opening January 1988] thus
providing delegates with every comfort
and modern facilities.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Faor those mambers whose
subscriptions expire within ™~
the next 3 months, a rendwal {orm
is onclosed.

New London Rail Group
off to good start

Tha South London Line Travellers'
Association [SOLLTA) was sat up in
June following the wvery successiul
meating organised by RDS (reported in
our last issual. It is chear that the people
who usa the Victoria — Danmark Hill -
London Bridge service are far from
happy with its present run down State
and can think of many ways in which it
can be improved. SOLLTA exists 1o
rapresant everybody who uses the ling
and complaints or comments on the
service have been sought from  all
passengers. Contact is being  mamn-
tainad with BR managamant and ragular
newsleiiers will ba produced to keap
people in touch with what is going on.

BR have at least stated thal thera are
no plans to withdrow the peak-hour
service betwean VictoriaBatiersea Park
and London Bridge. They slso have a
proposal to reintroduce an  off-poak
service along the ling, which would run
from Dartford 10 Victoria via Lewisham
and Packham Rye (stopping at Clapham
and Wandswarlh Road] but this
depends on funding by tha Ffive
boroughs invaléed. This would dafi-
nitehy give the line a new lease of life—as
would & much-neaded now station ai
Brixton and another it Brockley.

One big drewback of the axisting
servics i the fact that several trains siart

and terminate at Battersea Park instiad
of Victoria. BR say that this is because of
lack of platform capacity at Victoria, bt
it makes life very incomveniant and does
nothing to encouraga iraffic. Even
worsa, however, is the apalling state of
the station at Clapham. Despite its
situation on a main road in a da
populated area it has no facilities ¢
and is witarly disgusting. BA say that tew
poople use it — what do thoy expect?
Improvemants are urgently needed — &l
present thers 8 not evan anywheara 1o
shalter from the rainl

The siation is badly signposted from
the road and many people do not even
know that it is there, Yet while Clapham
rots away, @ disgrace to British Rail and
to the neighbourhood, hundreds of
peopla daily try to cram on o over
crovded tube trains a1 Clapham North
seross the road. BR marely say that in
viesw of financial constrainis no
improvemenis will be carried out 1o
Clapham for at least two years, It s
apalling that such a dreadiul place
should exist amywhere on the netwark,
et alonde in Inner London.,

Commeants and complaints should be
pddregsad 1o SOLLTA, oo Graham
Larkbey, 57, Drakefield Road, London
W17, Membarship of SOLLTA costs
£2.00 per yeaar,




ong marning Leeds

Carlisle fraln arrves af Saflle on Mh Apil 1984 Thé Aumber of
passengers indicaies the interest in the Seitle & Canlisie ling.
Photo: Tovrm Madasise (frovm “Lancs & Coambeng By Rl =)

SALES AND PUBLICITY

ADS DHARIES for 1988 are execulive
style, aach double page opening inside
having the current week shown on ona
side, and blank page for notes, elc.,
facing it. It is available for a special aarly
arder prica of £2.50 incl. postage (nor-
mally £2.76) Branches can abtain bulk
supplies ai 8 handsome discount.

Available from Geoff Kent, 21 Fleat-
wind Drive. East Hunsbury, North-
ampion, MN4 05T,

Also available from Mr Kent is the
ADS kooklet A VOICE FOR RAIL USERS,
at 60p plus 22p postage. This handbook

A=iull of useful advice on campaigning

better services and radl promotion,

Every aclive members of RDS and its
affiliated groups should have one.

LEAFLETS: These are available from
the Publicity Officer, Roland Whita,
*Latymar”, The Drive, Belmont Surray,
SM2 4JT, They are FREE! New items
avaiiable this autumn are;-

(1} Genaral RDS recruitment lnallel -
updated varsion,

(2 THE HEAYY LORRY PROBLEM - 1S
THERE NO ALTERMATIVET An AS sized
leaflet, ideal for mass distribution, con-
centrating on the case and possibilities
for mofe heavy long-distance road
freight to go by rail.

(30 LIGHT RAPID TRANSIT |eaflet — a
d-page keaflet aimod particularly  at
politicians and opinicn formers, putting
tha case for light railways, similar to tha
Tyneside Matro and the Docklands Light
Railweay, in varous ather British cities
This leaflet will be awvallable in the
sacond hall of the autumn.

4] PEQPLE MNEED TRAINS = a neaw
poster contragting a congested road
with & fast modern railway. This poster
i A3 sire with a space for local BDS
details.

Why not usa this matarial to heip
spread the RIS message and help us
swiltly towards aur TWO
THOUSANDTH MEMBER?

CHRISTMAS CARDS

The printing is & pleaging brown on
off-swhite card, with the front picture
baing a drawing of Wateringbury Sta-
tion on the Paddock Wood = Maidsione
Waest lime, by a local arlist, as also
reproduced in “Kent & East Sussex by
Fail™,

The price by post has boen rounded to
£0p. per card, for any quantity, with a
dizcount of 10% off arders of 20 or mare
cards to the sama address,

i wou did not have any of aur cards
last year, please order NOW a good
supply from lan Crighton, 189, Oakdale
Avanue, Kenton, Harrow, Midds. HA3
U, making your cheque payable to
"ADS London & Home Counties
Branch”®,

KENT & EAST SUSSEX
BY RAIL

SPECIAL BARGAIN wntl Chrstmas:
Crder 3 books at once froam the above
addrass (for Christmas presanis or any
other reason) for only £5.00, and have

the books sent post free to a single
addregs

TURNING TRUCKS
INTO TRAINS

This report® prepared by Steer Dovies &
Gleawe was launched by Transport 2000
at a Conference entitled “Making the
most of the Link™ held at the Hyde Park
Hotal, London, on 18%th June undar the
suspicas of BRB; Trade Unions:
Euwrotunnal and Transport H0{00.

Tha aim of the report is to axamine the
potential for the transfer of fraight from
radd 10 rail following the construction
and opaning af the Channal Tunnel. ITis
a wvaluable effort and confirms my
lang-hald wiew that the main revenus-
earner of the C.T.Group will be freight,
provided BR gear up thalr managameant
and markating skills to maat the poten-
tial transformation in the size and scale
of international railway opearation|

To quoie from the report *The pros-
pects for through rail freight are indeed
gxciling. &gainst a current market where
thi usE of rail in the UK 10 or from tha
ChannelM™orth Sea ports is little mone
than 1.6m. topnes pa., the forecasts
show that the wanel alone would cap-
wure bavween 3.1 o S.Bm. tonnes of
traffie in its first year of operation.
These figures assume no change in the
technical feasibility of adapting BR
tracks or daveloping new wagon
technology in order to facilitate the
development of new forms of intor-
madal frerght senvice. Hergin might lig
Bf gvan greaatar priag.”

The repor does not mantion the high
cost and short life of the road goods
wehicle against the lower cost and much
longer life and higher capacity of the rail
counterpart, and the fact that each
comparatively small load requires a
hiigh wage earnar as driver but far thiose
whao are cancerned that the UK. shouwld
“Make the most of the Link® this repon
is essantial reading,

Roland White

Available from Transport 2000,
Walkden House, 10 Melten Street. Lon-
donm N'YW1. Prica: £4.00

L]

What is RDS HELPLINE?

RDS HELPLINE is a file ol 1256 mambars
who have offered their halp and sdvice
to RDS Branches, individual mambears
and affiliated groups. The 125 include
members skilled, qualified or expari-
encad in ralhway operation, engineering,
economics, accounting, the Law, focal
govarnmeni. graphics, photography,
computers, sales. planning, architec-
tura, journalism and a numbar af other
fimlds.

If wou resed bl o adwvics, contact thae
Goneral Secretany, who will put you in
contacl with the most approprigte per-
zan an HELPLIMNE. The General Secrat-
ary would also be pleased to receive
furthar alfars of help.




PLATFORM

Portsmouth — Southampton

Dear Mr Willson,

Re my lefter in the last igsue of
RAILWATCH | have subseguantly haard
from ‘Winchasier about the matter of
glectrifying the Parsmouth — Eastleight
Southampton link and they attribute the
prablam entirely to British Rail and its
priorities, regarding getting some
schame under way.

Maybe there is some prasently secret
grand plan to electrify avarylhing easl
and south-east of Salisbury, incorporat-
ing Chandler's Ford, and that British Rall
wish to keap guiet until they can maka
some grand announcemeant based upon
assurad investment, Any delay most
certainly places Fareham ai an incress-
ing disadvantage, as it is such an
axpanding area both residentially and
commancially.

It also occurs to ma that, one day, they
might even consider relaying and elec-
trifying the line from Romsey to
Andover, Again the social and economic
significance of the area have changed
so dramatically since closure thatl a
direct link with the EastleighSouth-
ampion area must be worthwhile. In any
case, Stockbridge and Andover itself
must offer greater potential for income
than Dunbridge and Dean on the direct
route 1o Salisbury.

Alas, | do not know if subsequent
building has rendered the re-birth of the
ling impossible. Lat it be said, though,
that no Building would ever be sufficient
regson for abandoning ideas abou
some néw road schamal

Bruca CHivir,
Southsea, Hants.

We apologisa to Mr Dliver for mis-spal-
ling ~Metlay™ when printing his letter in
the last RAILWATCH, ED.

From Electrification
to Privatisation

Dear Sir.

| would like to remind Bruce Oliver
that we are the Railway DEVELOPMENT
Sociaty.

Hiz suggestion for a trigngle 10 run
traing from Southampion o Fareham
via Eastleigh ignores the fact that there
@ra six stations botween St Denys and
Fareham, sevaral of which heve housing
developments nearby. | agree that the
prasent service i slow [slower than in
1963) in fact, on some curves, | note a
tendency to slide down tha seat due to
the speed being below the designed
speed of the super slavation, There is
also a tendency to pul on the brakes
where drivers used to maintain full
POWEF.

This suggestion of a shuttle would kill
the ling because paople don't like chang-

ing trains — especially in the middle of
nowhera, There may be a case lor
partial singling to allow improved align-
ments but the cost of the required
equipment would probably exceed the
savings macde!

The real answer is lectrification, with
modern slectric stock to replace the
DEMUs (which were supposed to last
ten years in 1957) and average speeds
above 30 mph. Incidemally, an RDS
maating was assured that witharawal of
the sermi-last service due to shortage of
paths, whilst the Southampton Tunna
weas single track, would not be used as
anm @xcuse 1o scrap the sarvice, The
funnel is back to bwo tracks — where is
the semi-fast servica?

I hava writtan to the Southern Region
suggesting that St Denys Junction could
be improved if the Island Platform was
aliminated, platform 1°s face cut back to
extend the up slow line through the
station, platform 4's face brought out to
the down slow alignment and the junc-
tion mowved 1o the nerh end of the
station, The up and down slow lines
should join the up and down lines just
south of the road beidge nmorth of 5t
Denys,

This would produce & station with beo
platform faces for London  and
Portsmouth line servicas and two
through lines for non-stopping sanvices.
It should also give a faster speed for
trains joining or leaving the branch,

With regard 1o the probability that
Mrs Thatcher will eventually turn to
privatising the railways may | suggest
that we marzhall all tha available
economic facts (see article in “Modarn
Raiterays") and also that it would be a
good idea to draw up workable plans to
privatise the roads in this country, & a
counter altack.

| would suggest that frunk roads
should ba put out fo tender. The suc-
cessful bidder would lease the road and
be responsible for maintaining it to the
corract standard, with failure 1o do 50
resulting in the impositon of speed
reatrictions, cancellation of the lease
without refund or remedial work being
carried out by the Departrment at the
Lessea’s cost. The lesses would be able
1o charge tolls and make a profit.

Local roads would be leased or main-
tained by local autharities, the finance
coming fram the usar.

A.E.Galdring.
Burseldon, Hamts.

Gretna Green
Dwrar Sir,
Back in March this year | made atrip to
Gratna Green, just over the border in
Scotland.

Forgive mea for saying if, but | wani by
coach. | weant for five days and, whilst
there, | discovered that Gretna Green
was situated on the Carlishe to Glasgow
Central (via Dumfries and Kilmarnock]
lima. The station building remains, but
no platform is left, The line, double irack
thus far, becomes single here, and is
operated by the usual dmu stock.

| understand fram a local lady that
Gretna station has been closed somao
twoanty years. The station house is still
occupied and nicaly kept, while the
booking officatwaiting room anea S
currently used as & siore, | also learned
that there has been some talk locally of
rpopening this station, but 1o na avail,

The population of Grotna, Gretna
Grean and Springfiald is quite substan-
tial. Local bus services (from Carlisle
atc.,] seem to be minimal, and only run
im the moring and evening peak
periods. Ewverybody must therefore
travel by car, or whatever transpor they
may have.

Gretna Grean |s a very popular tousss.
resort, and aftrecis  many <O
operators during the main season,
Should not we press for the reopening
of this station, not just for the benefit of
the lecal population [who would wel-
e it), but to encourage the tourist
trade by rail. | am sure that this would
pay BR dividends by increasing the
trade on this lightly used link betwaan
Carlisle and Glasgaow.

B.0.Druca,
Houns|ow, Middax.

Singling
Sir,
How right is Mr. Moore in his lotter
{AW32) aboul single lines and false
aconomy|

| usa the main line o Penzance and it
spoms incredible that this busy line
should be subject to this. Some yo =
@go, & streteh was singbed in Cornwai
save mainienance over some viaducts.
Can you sea the M1 being cut 1o single
lame in esch direction (o save on costa?

In Lincolnshire, the Skagnass line ked
threa sactions singled some years ago.
This does not couse too many problems,
but it has put o ceiling on the numbar of
“Saturdays only” trains which can be
accommodated in summear. But you
only nesd ong train 10 be dalayad and i
causes a mushroom effect. Witness July
FEth when a train broke down and got to
Skegness 90 minutes late. The delays
continued throughout the Saturday.
God fargive if & train fails on a Summer
Saturday, on the single line, late in the
day, and the stafi go home when the
infamous 10 hour shift ends, The mind

bogpgles.

Single lines, staff cut-backs (in soma
cases at stations which should be a
presenve  for customer carel, stock




reductions, closaly programmed diag-
rams, and many other problems all
seem unfair when rall has 1o compete
against other forms ol transport.

Would it be more sconomical, banafi-
cial to the wsar and the country if all
forms of transpart were integrated? But
now | dream. Integration? = the present
administration would See red.

P.B.Jowett,
Leasington,
Sleaford, Lincs.
Politics
Dear Mr Willson,

| have read with interest issue 32 of
Railwatch.

It seems io me that the sirength of tha
saciety lies in a non-political approach
in the problem of safeguarding tha
future of rail transport, gaining support
from all sections of the community,

Your leading article (Privatisation -
Faen and how?), however, presonts

b & strong political bias that it may
aliznate some ol our Mambans.

May | make & plea for a less political
slant in future?

W.L. Fletchear,
Abargavenny,
Gwent.

(RDS does nol support any political
party. Thare is no reason, howeavar, why
imdividual members should not axspress
a political view in the pages of Rail-
waatch, Transport policy s made by
governments and it is their political
corlaur wihich determines their aitiiudes
to public tramsport. Surely we should
not eliminate politics from Railwatch
but, rather, rmake sura that all points of
wiew ara heard. EDL)

Letters to the Editor

=, Editor Is always pleased (o receive
socibrg, aricles and good guality black
and white prints for inclusion in Rail-
wateh.

DID YOU KNOW...?

Did you know that every police farce in
the Linited Kingdorn has had s num-
bers increased since 1979 axcapt ona?
Which ane? The British Transport Police
which |ooks after our rail natwork,
including London Underground and
S0 porE.

There is a case for strengthening the
BT Police, o give greater protection 1o
passengers and fraight travelling on BR
and to halp curb vandalism, This is an
issue on which ADS has campaigned for
ower a year; and in the summer tha
General Secratary wiote to BRE Chair-
rman Sir Bob Reld urging the Board 1o
“look actively at ways of increasing the
size of the British Transport Police and
at obtaining more financial support for
this from the Home Office.”

REGIONAL NOTES

SCOTLAND

The double standards which the Gow-
arnment applies to road and rail affairs
arie even more blatant in Scotland than
in England. It iz becoming increasingly
clear that while the Scottish Office has
almost total freadom to spend money
on roads and an apparently unlimited
supply of money 1o fead the insatiable
demands of the road lobby for ewver
migfe tarmac, they could not find £3m 1o
provide & rall crossing at Dornoch,
Although BR have mare or lass given up
the fight for a crossing, the RDS Scottish
Branch has pledged to continue the
fight, being convinced that the alterna-
tive to a joint crossing is the closure of
tha Far Morth Line,

Another issue in which the Branch has
imeoleed itsalf is the planning permis-
sion for opencast coal working in
Lanarkshire. RDS has promoted the idea
of tatal rail use for coal transport, o far
without success. The Branch has lodged
abjections 1o a major extension of tha
Motorway'dual carriageway  network
within the City of Glasgow called the Sayr
Foad, 10 cost E2Bm. — planty of monay
for that!

The Branch has had letters in all daily
and weeakly newspapers in Scotland,
rrast of them blaming the Government
for the state of the ralbways. During the
glection  the Government offered
nathing for rail passengers  bul
announced a bribe for maotorists in the
farm af an extengion 1o the M74, aald to
cost E200m. i is ewident that no thoughi
wias given (o the real cost of the project,
This is & clear case of a political will to
serva the neads of the road lobby while
taking & cost stcountant's attitude to
railways. The £3m. for a Domoch rail
crossing would not be missed out of the
grandiose Secottish road budget. Scot-
land has become a land of near-amply
dual carrisgeways and molonways and
a declining rail network. Even ftwo
indepandent reports which both dis-
count the road lobby's lies that better
roads halp the economy have bean
totally ignored by the Gowernmant.

Douglas Smart

MERSEYSIDE

Al the commancemant al the 138788
Timetable, Liverpool lost iis through
train to Bristal and the West Counlry,
Herwrgwer, InterCity have been forced
inta @ dramatie wmround, as they
announced in July that they plan to
ralaunch direct services batween Liver-
pool and the Sowth West in May 1988,
Many BR employeas privataly admitted
that they were horrifiod at manage-
ment's decision to withdrae the service,
since it was based purely on grounds of

cost and not on Livarpool's potential 1o
attract passengers. Meil Atking, Infer-
City's Cross-Country Manager, admittad
that the withdrawal was a mistake, The
Iocal press were bombarded with letters
of complaint from rail users when BR
originally announcid that the through
trains to Plymouth and Penzance were
to b oxed = with the exceplion of a
Saturdays Only service, it just goes o
show that if the public complaln hard
enough, they can get decisions
ripwisrgiE.

Mike Breslin

NORTH WEST

On Saturday 11 July the Ribbla Valley
Rail group held a very successlul Ribblhe
Valley Rail Day_ & “Pacar” DMU provided
four return trips from  Preston 1o
Clitheroe and in all 1100 passengar
journEys were mada. Demand was
heavies! from Clitheros, with standing
room only on some traing! Comments
heard freguently during the day
included “When are you doing this
agaln?” and “What we nead is a ragular
passanger service,” The avanl was
staged to demonstrate the demand far
the restoration of regular passenger
servicas on the Blackburn to Hellifield
lina. Tha RYRA will be considering the
hulding of a similar evant &t itS Mt
meeting. To boost the casa for reopsn-
ing the line it is hoped to commission
Jonathan Roberts to write a report
similar 1o the highly acclaimed “Neow
Life in the Hills™,

Az reported in tha last RAILWATCH
the campalgn 1o restore the Burscough
curvas (which would join tha Ormskirk
to Preston with the Wigan to Southport
lina) is gaining momentum, Lancashire
County Council is now able (o go ahead
with the E15000 study, both West
Lancashire District Council and Sefton
Borowgh Council having agreed theair
shares of the cost. The Ormskirk 10
Preston Travellérs” Assn. werg due 1o
hald @& further public mesting in South-
port on Tuesday & October 1o review
progress and possibly to set up a
Southpar group.

On the Furness Line, pressure is
mounting for more throwgh trains from
Barrow 1o Presion, Manchester and
Lendon. The Furness Line Action Group
{FLAG) are concarnad that the connec-
tions available at Lancasier are nol as
good as they could be intofout of
Furness Line trains. This situation may
improve, however, as “Spriniers”
replace the existing DMLIs.

A decision an the future of the Settle—
Carlisle and Blackburn = Hellifiald linas
may be made soon. There has bDeen
considorable speculation as 1o how the
lime may be saved, Fears that the line




may be privatized have been fuellod by
the “Guardian™ and “Yorkshire Post”
articles which said that a consortium af
businessmean led by Mehlping woera
leoking at buying the line, Whatever tha
truth behind these stories it would seem
that Dawvid Mitchell is looking &t all
possible ways (o save the line. His
problem is political. The Governmant
wwants 1o cul cash support to the ralbeays
and 0 cannof be seen to burden BR
with the backlog of maintenance neces
sary 1o bring the Settle = Carlisle line up
o standerd again — especially the
Ribblahead Viaduct. Thus David Mitchaell
has nol only approached private spon-
sors but alzo the local authorities 1o See
what funds they can make availabile.
Unless he can gat ihe support of some
or all of these bodies then no matter
howy much he may want 1o save it e will
hawve no political choice but 1o closa it

On Tuesday 28 July the Branch
lavnched its second Railguide “Lanca-
shire and Cumbria by Rail® a1 a special
madia gvant at Preston Station,

Richard Wattr

YORKSHIRE

With the abolition of the Waest and South
Yorkshire County Councils, the estab-
lishmant of the PTAs. and the deregula-
tion of the bus services, bath autharities
have within the last three months pub-
lished consultation documaents outlining
plans for public transport for the naxt
five years.

The Wast Yorkshire report lists 36
possible sites to be safeguarded for new
stations, including 8 such as Brighouse
and Elland on reapaned lines. Frizinghall
and Sandal are to opan this yoar and a
further 9 stations have been agreed for
cangtruction in the the nexd three yaars.
Mew lines suggested for reopening are
Mirfield 1o Halifax, wia Brighousa, the
Span  Valley Lina (Low Maoar to
Heckmondwykal and Wakafield 1o Pon-
tefract, wia Faatherstona. A eross-Brad-
ford link would significantly improve
Bradiord’s position in the rail network
and a nenw spur at Scouthill would
anable Spen Valley sarvices to extend
southward through Dewsbury. Maore
attention to rail promation, publicity,
timoetables and more attractive fares arg
suggested as wall as the improvament
of rail sarvices from hourly to half-
haurly.

The South Yorkshire report also aims
al mare Irequent Servicas, sSuggesting &
hal-hourly service throughowt tha day
with hourly sarvices in the evening and
on Sundays. Improvemants 1o tha layout
of stations are suggested, paricularly at
Shaffield, Barnslay and Maxborough.
Better car-parking facilities and the
installation of public address systems
arg called for. Some 11 neew stations and
also a possible rail link  betwesn
Barnsley and Doncaster and cross-1own
links in Doncaster and Sheffield, bath of
which are designed to reduce traffic

Fﬂl'lﬂ!!‘ﬁﬂ-l"l on ihe roads.

Branch Line status for Hull

Slowly but surely British Rail appear to
be reducing Hull to branch-line status
girmilar to that inflicted on Bradiord,
During the past 18 months the direct
sarvices between Hull and Liverpoaol,
which eampete with the ME2, and Hull
and Carlisle have been taken off and
thare is no connaction for Carliale with-
out a long wait at Leeds. The Hull to
Sheffield service has bean reduced to a
two-car DML, fraguently overcrowded,
Provicusly it was a four or five coach
loco-haulad train. There are plans to cut
back on the Hull to King's Cross trains in
the 1988 imatable. Soma bwo years ago
Paragon station was threatensd with
the removal of its roof, but this was
avertad when the station vwas made a
“Listed Building®, Local stations, like
Hesszle, have bean allowead 1o deteriorn-
ate. On the freight side, the Fraightlings
tarminal closed aarlier this year; avary-
thing now goes by road and as at Goole
road haulage is booming.

As a rasult of persistent ~badgering”
by the Pontefract Rail Users” Group
British Rail are stopping two express
trains at Pontafract Baghill station. The
Birmingham to York train is calling at
Pontefract a1 10.30 and the Scarborough
i Bristol train at 18,35 This is helping to
plug the enarmous gaps in the timatable
which occurred whan the now services
woere introduced in May,

Danis Bradbury

LINCOLNSHIRE & HUMBERSIDE

The Grantham and Skegness sarvice
saitled down quite well, with less
reliance on buses 10 combat cvarcron-
ing on Saturdays. As the season buill
up, Saturday trains wwere very full, 5o
much so that from the middle of May a
Class 37 loco and six cosches ware
disgrammed 1o run two round Irips a8
raquired, This Afrangemeanl was 5o
succassful that it was decided 1o run
these trains weeakly from 11 July wntil 3
Oerober. Batwean these dates an addi-
tional DMU frem Derby and Nottingham
started to run, returning from Skegnass
at tea-time, Thare was also an additional
diract train from Derby and Mottingham
to Skegness on Fridays, giving an addi-
tional tero-car unit for the first train oul
on Saturdays.

This all goes to show that BR have a1
last realized that there is a need Tor axtra
Saturday trains 1o Skegness. It 1s 1o be
hoped that this welcome rend will
conlinue in 1988 and that additional
starting points will be considered —
samathing that SELTA and Shkegnass
haotaliers have long reqguested. In the
past BR have bean loath (o run extras for
many reasons, including “not neadad”,
“no stock” etc., The resort now anjoys
11 axtras instead of eight, the highasi
number operated for many years. Sad
to relato, the new ones ame not adwver-

tiged, even on boards at stations, excapl
o1 Boston and Skegness.

Skegness slalion on summaer Salur-
days is now & joy to behold, and almas
like old times. All platforms in use,
queves of passengers, a full departure
board, PA system in use, and a thriving
rafreshment room with a trolley of
refrashments (o sae each train off, Long
may this continue, With axtra Sunday
trains an the line until 4 Octobar, the
09.03 “Sprintar” Boston to Matlock
provides a very reasonable £3.00 Day
Tickat to Matlock Bath, returning by the
17.43 Matlock Bath to Boston, |1 is nicg
fo see excursions return, On the other
siche of the coin, there ane sevaral things
1o deplore, in particular the lack ol
suitable day return lacilities from South
Yorkahire, Lincoln etc., 10 Skegness,
now the Shefliald 5X special is stopped.

The wet summer of 1986 and the
Miners’ Strike probably ensured ils
demisa. The wel summer of 1887 has
not helped the Jolly Fisherman trains
from Leicester and Derby, mow runnjco
five days a weak plus Sunday, and
from Munaaton and Burton and runn.,
from May to sarly Septembar on waoak-
days and on Sundiys wntil 4 ODctober,
Early in the season tha poor weathar
meant almost emply trains. As the
season buill up the leading improved,
but with hindsight, one train would
probably have sufficed until Juby. h
weould be & great pity if thesa trains ware
to go like the Sheffiald train, for their
catchment areas are keal for experi-
mantal services, if only on a once-a-
waek basis, with which 1o combat the
coach operators. The line neaeds o
capitalize on leisure travellers and 1o
provide through sarviess. Early In the
spason, non-corfidos, lolletless DMUs
ware used (with comfort siops ai
Sieaford and Bostonl),

Connactions at Sleaford continue o
give causa for concam from the Lincodn
direction to Boston in the middle of s,
day. A now Sleaford Town Plan
baen issued and a paragraph concern-
ing land use treats the Sleaford avoiding
ling a5 the parimeber for industrial land
but states that it is anticipated that the
line will elose and that in conssquance
land 1o the sast will be opaned up for
uze. The avobding line & veny busy at
presant, especially in view of the elec-
trification of the ECML, and its future
really neads 1o be spelt out, a5 it will
prohably still be neaded for diversions
after the electrification has bean carried
out. A& rash of newspaper articles in
the “Sleaford Standard” have reported
thal parish councils in the aréa hawve
rialized that they need their rail Senvices
and that thess must be saleguarded and
axpanded. This initiative is 1o be wel-
comed, but it s not surprizsing in view of
the fact that local bus sarvices ssem 1o
b in for further cutbacks.

The Spalding Bulb Festival again saw
a handful of excursions to the town and
a shunie service beteean Petarborough




and Spalding. A wolcome idea was to
apén the Faterbarough 1o Spalding ling
on the following Sunday and provide a
ahuttbe for visitors to see the decorated
floats and flowers, Problems in the tulip
imdusiry have cast doubts on the Tuture
of the Bulb Festival, so thiz source af
revanus may not be available in future
YEArs,

Paul Jowealt

NORTH MIDLANDS

British Rail stafl showed considerable
ingenuity in improvising two ministure
platforms at Shirebrook on & June,
which permitted speady loading of fowr-
car DMUs to farry visitors. bateoan thoe
Freight Depot Open Day sites ol Shire-
breok and Worksop. This first-gver event
gave several thousand people an inseght
into the important lecal freight busingss,
whila the passenger Séervicé oparaled
over @ section of the Worksop — Man-
sfiedd = Moningham line that RDS is
campaigning 1o have reapenad. A fregh
atement of the RDS case, citing tha
fﬂ\.-:m.rful precedents at Bathgate and
. rby was presented to Mansfield Dis-
trici Council as a contribution to the
Town Centre Action Plan, and further
cantact is baing made with other local

guthartias,
Malcolm Goodall

EAST ANGLIA

Branch Vice-Chairman, Charles Taylor,
rapresanted RDS a1 the signing cere-
mgny for the historic Reedham = Yar-
mouth line agresment, under which
E52,500 will be paid to BR each year fos
the pariod up to May 1591, to allow the
track to be maintained and renawed and
thus prevent closure. The Society is one
of 14 signatories to the agreamaent

Part of the RDS contribution comes
from the Anti-Clesure Fund, which was
ﬂumd by & furthiar £120 whan Travor

rod and Clara Zilahi underiook
wpansored cycle rides to Finningham,
Suffalk, In Matlonal Bike Week, M
Finningham they wame walcomed by
lacal member David Bridge, who is
leading the campaign for Finningham
siation, on tha lpswich = Norwich main
line, 10 be reopenad, The Finningham
station survay of polontial usage is now
being analysed by RDS Reopenings
Committes Mombar, Chris Milnas and a
full report will be published later this
autumn,

Extramist Norfolk County Councillar,
lan Coutts, has again atiacked ithe
paymant of Public Serviee Obligation
manay for Provincial rall sarvices. In
parficular, M¢ Coung [who opposaed
Morfolk  County Council’s  financial
invalvemenl in saving the Readham -
Yarmaouth line) has called for the closure
af the Morwich — Sharingham line ancd
s replacement by buses. Several RDS
membars have had latters published in
the press, or broadcast by the BBC,
refuting his arguments, as has the BR

Provincial Managear.

Our corporate mamber the North East
Morfolk Travellers” Association has con-
tinued to attract new business 1o tha
Sheringham line with four more Suc-
cessful charer trains this season, whila
the proximity of the Sheffisld Arms
public house to Gunlon siation €on-
tinuaes o be axploited by local mambar,
John Peacock, with his "Moo need to
drink and drive” campaign. ADS has
alsa voiced support for a8 company
wishing ta build & tourst-orentated
narfow-gauge line on the irsckbad bet-
waan Wroxharm and Aylsham, which
would bring funher business 1o tha
Sharingharn line.

Qn 21 Juna the freight-only Deraham
line was again open 10 passENgers,
when our corporaie  member tho
Wymondham - Dargham Rail Action
Commitiea fillad a special train to Lo
astoft. Two hundred and teronty people
had a pleasant day out in good waather;
othars had to be disappointed baciuse
the demand for tickets meant that they
weerre all sold out a wweek bafore the train
Fan,

Branch members combined with their
Lincalnshire colleaguas an 20 June for &
useful public meating in Peterborough,
chaired by National Execullve member,
John Saunders. Unlike a previous rathar
starmy cormmuters’ meeting in the city,
ours cantred on constructive discussion
an higw the maln line and cross-country
services could be further developed,
and on the scope for co-operation bet-
weren BR and the Nena Valley Railway.

The noxt meating of the Branch (1o
which members of neighbouring
branches will alsa be wealecomea) will be
on Saturday 21 Movember a1 2.0.p.m. In
the YMCA, Gonville Place, Cambridge.
The speaker (subjesct to confirmation)
will ba from Travallers’ Fara.

Trevor Garrod

THAMES VALLEY

The RDS Branch cowering Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire and Oxfardshire has
baen ranamad Thames Valley, and has a
nirw commities, including, as Chalrman,
Rev, Torm Comber, 32, Alexandra Road,
Oxford, OX2 0DB amd as Secretary,
Martin Smith, 57, Bath Streat, Abingdon,
Oixan, OK14 1EA.

A summer newslatier has been issued
and a maating was held in Reading on 4
July, at wwhich Oliver Lovall of the
Coiswold Line Promation Group gave a
talk. Cne major pricrity of the group will
be to publicize the new Oxford - Bicester
servico and campaign for &n increasad
service, eospecially a mid-day rain
throughout the week. It has alsa beean
agread in principle 1o compile a Rall-
guide for the area. The next maeating is
dus to take place in Reading on 10
Dctobsr.

Trewvor Garnrod

SOUTH WEST

The Society's Fifteenth Branch, tha
South Waest Branch, covering Ddwan
and Carnwall, was formally inauguratisd
o1 a misting in Exeter on 27 June, whan
our Railguidea, SOUTH WEST BY RAIL,
was alzo launchad.

The formation of this Branch means
that our Branch structure is now com-
plete, with fully functioning Branches
covering the whole of Grest Britain,
Chairman of the new Branch is Mrs Joan
Fuller, 25, Swestbriar Lana, Heavitraa,
Exetar, EX1 3AF. The Secretary is lan
Dinmore, 33, Charles Street, Barnsiapla,
Davon, EX32 TBG.

Trevor Garrod

LONDON & HOME COUNTIES
Wealden Line Campaign

The latest information received by the
Branch Chairman is that wa can affac-
tively forget any ideas of BR involwe-
mant at Tunbridge Wells West but that
BA iz quite intefested in rainstating the
lime from Uckiield 1o Lewses provided the
counties andor districts can find £4.5m.
af the E6m. required, but it sould end up
as a case of spirit willing but flash waeak,
despite keeness of East Sussex and
some consideration even by Kent,
Interesied mambers in the area should
keap up the pressure on thair county
and district councillors.

TWERPS appaar to be making good
progress, a5 a result of much hard work,
to buy or lease and get going a com-
bined commuter and presarved railway
from Tunbridge Wells Wesi to Eridge.

Following a meating held at Starfield
on 17th July to discuss the reopening of
the Lawes = LUckfield railway a spokes-
man for the Waealden Line Campaign
said:-

“Whilst wo naturally regret the exclu-
sion of the Eridge = Tunbridge Wells lina
as parl of the netwark | am Sure | speak
far all of gur Supportars and co-workers
wehon | say | am delighted and greatly
encouraged by BR's posilive response
1o the Uckfield — Lewes section which
remainsg the key to fulure investment,
alecirification and prosperity of the
antire  rallwey [(O=xted - Lewes)™,
Response 1o the anitudais) of the County
Councils was less ancouraging but tha
spokesman said “....we intend to
explore some new suggestions and
work closely with the local councils in
ordkar to achieve the aim of having a
modern, alectric rallway connacting
Oxtod and Lewes, sarving our growing
towvns and being a useful and profitable
parrt of Motwork SouthEast.”

East Grinstead Gala Day

Algo in Sussex the Branch was due 1o
hald a meeting in East Grinstead on 26
Septemiber, limed to coincide with the
ER Gala Day there to celebrate ihe
introduction of alactric trains. Tha main




aim of the meeting is 10 sai up a group
for local rail travellars similar to the one
formed for the South London London
Lire after the rmasting in Brivton in Juns.

Road could threaten future of
Ashford — Hastings

Following information received by tha
Branch Chairman that road improve-
menis at Rye could threaten tha future
viability of the Ashiord — Hastings line
and. more impartanily (18 prospecis for
gloctrification, the Branch held a meet-
ing im Hastings on & Seplember attandad
by an almost equal number of RDS
mambars and concerned local users

After a shorl talk by our member,
Michael Dearing, (who is also Secrétary
of the Mational Federation of Bus Users|
on the affects of Bus derogulation on
local services and how RDS and NFBU
can work beter together for the com-
mon good of public transpan, the plans
al the Department of Transport weare
displayed and discussed ot great length.

Apart from the key issue aof whather
the road was necessary at all and
whaether the preferred route was the
right one most concern was axpressed
over its efect an the railway and the
convenience aof users of Rye Station,
which waould be moved north by some
25 maetres and thereafter ba accessible
anly by a footbridge owver the new road
which would use part of theé existing
raibacay formation.

The Branch has already submitted
comments to the Department of Trans-
port arguing that if the raibway facilities
are to be made less commodious by the
now road the least the Department can
do is 1o provide funds for its IMprove-
ment and alectrification = AT NO COST
TO BRITISH FAIL. More importantly we
s concamed that proposals for the
rew road will not be used as an excuse
for puiting off electrification which wa
undarstand is now being seriously con-
sidared by British Rail. After the meating
a few mambaers travelled en to Bys o
sae for themselves the problem on the
ground,

In addition 10 co-ordinating the Soci-
ely’s commanis on the proposed rail
link 10 Heathrow Airport the Bramch
is alao studying (end making fepresaEn-
tations o Camden Council] on the
recently announced proposals for the
radevelopmant of King's Cross and 51
Pancras stations. AL its meeting on 27th
August the Committes passed a strong
resodution to defend the aexisting
facilities and good intarchange with the
underground from both stations.

H, Trawvar Jonas.

Labels

RDS now has on sale some allraclose
re-uis envalope labals 10 x Tdem, show-
ing @ Sprinter and giving a Tew figunes
on road ascidents, plus the slogan “Fael
na pain — traval by train”

Lincolnshire leaflet
has Wider Implications

Ap the end of August, the Lincolnshire
branch of RDS launched & quality leafiat
entitled “Tomorrow's Lincoln neads
Tomorrow's Raibways®, poinling aut tha
advantage to fulure prospeniy and
gmployment prospects in Lincoln of
both existing rail services and a modest
progrommé of developmant. Some of
the points made are relevant to other
towns and cities. Coples of the AS sired
lgaflat are obtainable on receipt of a
stamped addressed envalops from the
Lincalnshira Branch Secratary, Phil
Strang, 19 Carling Roed, Lincaln, LN1T THL.

The ﬂen’\]r\-l‘llﬂlﬂ.ﬂrﬂllﬁﬂ' Linlithgosy SEalion

Register of Speakers

Mational Executive meambers John
Saunders and Patar ‘Wakefield both
gove tolks on the work of RDS to
mistings of ather organisations in Sep-
tembear and John Barfield was due to do
the same in Septembar and October.
ADS is always pleased to provide speak-
ars to othar bodies, and a list of more
than 20 meambers willing o do this s
kepi by the Administrative Officer. The
list also containg detalls of which
topicls) sach membser iswilling 1o speak
an, within what area hefshe is prepaned
to traval @lc,, S0 if you are 8 membaer of
an organisation which you think would
bar interestad in having an RDS speaker
then drop a line 1o Reg Snow (Address
at and of RAILWATCH].

Phato: Britiah ;
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