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Driver Only Operation: The RDS View

Once again, industrial action on the
railewways has bean narmowly avoided.
Thee cantral issue, again, is the introduc-
tion of driver only oparation (DOO) on
passengaer and freight trains,

There is o doulst that, in the prasent
climate, any form of industrial action
can only lead to Irreversable loss of
riw@nue, both passanger and Frmgh‘t. (s}
say nothing of the loss ol more jobs than

ch action is designed to protect. Thare
<8 afguments on both sides in this
dispute and a settlement is needed
which not only satisfies B.R.'s concam
with  economic operation and the
M.U.R.'s concern with its members’ jobs
but which meets wider neads affacting
rail usars.

Rall has no monopoly, it has to opar-
ate in 8 competitive anvironmaent and,
for the most part, this compatition is
unfair. W have loboured this paoint,
with numerous examples, in past odi-
tions of “Railwatch® and are cantinuing
to campaign for fairer compatition bet-
woan various transport modes. In the
long run, howewver, our task will be
made gasier il Raillreight costs can be
kept 1o & minimum with modern
technalogy usad effectively. If, thare-
fore, In certain areas, fraight trains can
be run without guards and still be

rated as safely as at present, tham
¥ should go ahead,

On the passenger side, however, Wi
are generally epposed to DOO, and urge
management not 1o prass ahead with
this. At a time whan expreéss coach

companies are increasing their fecilities
for customer comiort and attention, the
withdrawal of the guard from passangar
irains is equivalent to reducing such
facilities. Apart from considerations of
oparational safety, the guard provides a
sarvica to handicapped passangars and
deters vandalism, molestation and fare
avasion, while acting in a P.R. capacity.
It could be argued, in fact, that more
an-train staff are required on certain late
night and peak hour services, R.D.5,
mada the above points in a pross rnelease
at the time of the M.ULR, balkol.

W hope that a solution can be found
1o this dispute, which is long standing
and which, periodically. develops into
confrontation  capable of more
econamic damage 1o BUR. than any
economic boost that DOOD could pro-
vide, Afier all, B.R. has lost around
E100,000 & wesak through turning away
fraight business due to non-availability
of locomotives and stock, A recent Har-
ris Report has stated that an axtra £10m
of passenger business a yaar could be
attracted if the present restrictions on
bicycle carriage ware dropped. Further-
marg, the polential for damage by paliti-
colly-motivated messures, such as bus
deragulation and abolition of the P.T.E.5,
is hug,

The DOOD isswe can and should be
solved by careful negotiation which
balances real cost savings agains
customar and siafl  disbenefit and
wihich, with sensible deployment of
staff, provides a better service to the
TET 8

KW,

ELECTRIFICATION:
THE NEXT STEPS

Some tan electrification schames ang
now in prograss on BR - an encouraging
situation compared with that of 3 or 4
yaars ago, Howaver, we still do not have
a rolling programme of electrification,
enabling BR and the eguipment man-
ufacturers to plan ahead owver the long
term. RDS is now woarking on a study af
whare the next batch of schemes shoubd
be - and hopes, (n the Mew Year, to
bring oul & report with recommended
priorities. Anyone interested in helping
with this should contact ihe Secretary of
the Branches & Areas Cies. Adrian Fane-
cell, 5 Ambryn Rd., Mew Inn, Pontypool,
Gwrant, NP4 ONX,

A.G.M. - 1986

Provisional arrangements have baen
madae to hold the 1986 A.G.M. in Cardiff
on 151h April = please note the date in
your diary,

Mew Treasurer

Af its meating on Tth September the
Mational Executive agreed fo the
appointmeant of Mr. B, Wilson as the Soc-
iety's Treasurar until the next &.G.M. His
adrass (and details of all other Cfficers,
Committess and Branch & Area Rep-
resentatives) is contained in the Mam-
bers" Handbook Supplément enclosed
10 all meambers with this issue.

SETTLE-CARLISLE CLOSURE
WOULD HIT FARMERS

Among tha 20,000 formal objectors o
the closure of the Settle Carlishe route is
bir lan Taylor, parts manager of the
family firm of Robert Taylor & Sons of
Bentham (near Lancaster), This basi-
ness, founded 125 yoars ago 8% &
blacksmiths and whasharights, now
supplies and maintains farm machinery,
including among its aclivilies 8 spares
distribution sarvice 1o local farmars for
tractor spares from Dovid Brown Case
Parts Supply at Batley. Paris for this
sarvica ane delivered by Red Star pareels
wia the Lesds—Senle—Carlisle route and,
as Mr Taylor explaing in his objection,
this service is quicker andior cheaper
than that which can be provided by
roads; parts required by a customer are
olten in ther hands the same day and
certainly by the naxt morning, swhila the
cost of carriage by Red Siar has some-
times been less than 10% of that
demanded by road carnriers.

This level of service is not only wital
durimg harvest timea, whan a fesy hours
can be signiifcant, but all the year round
for the continued operation of silage
cutters fior cattle feed, for example. The
company is continually incroasing its
businass with BR. and would find i
impossibla 1o continue recdving and
despatching spares all ovar the country
8t the same lowel of economy and
efficioncy were Setlle staton to closa.
"How could wa do without 17 wiites
Mr Taylor, Oiher Settle industries which
would be affected by closure are quar-
riks, wvelinary surgeons, agricultural
engineers, nurserlas and boarding
schools. Our thamks to Mr Taylor for
infarming us of the damagsa which will
be dome 1o this particular area by closure
— damage which will be done 1o agricul-
tura and industry over 8 much widar
araa if this line is closed for “oconomic”™
reasons.

Even more recently we have been
advised that the Settle = Carlisle could
also be holping with tha famine in
Africal “Rail Aid” is a schame whareby
ong pound (L] of overy five received
fram the sale of day saver tickats Tor tha
line during the month of October will be
donated 1o " Live Aud™

Settle = Carlisle Joint Actian Commit-
tire Secretary, Peter Horon said: “The
develapmeant of Rall Ald ks great nows. |
hopa that eveybody with an interest in




thiz line will take the opportunity to
anjoy & trip on England’'s mast scenic
raibway and ai the same time help the
starving in Africa.”

The BR spokesman for " Rail Aid” is
Mr Ron Comon 061228 2141 x 2010 10
whom any further engubries should be
addrassad,

BEDFORD TO BLETCHLEY

British Rail have strange ways of
rewarding success. In the firs] six
months of the improved rail service
batwoan Bletchley and Badbord Mid-
land, inaugurated in May 1984, largely
owing ta the effars of the Bedford to
Bletchley Rail Users Association, pas-
senger figures rose by up 19 680%. In
response BR introducad a much infarlor
timetalbla in May 1565 with poor connec-
tisns and fewer Saturday trains. The
two busiest services have been with-
draswn and the irains now sit idle ot
Bedford for more than two hours! The
lecal users group fought hard against
these changes and as from October the
twio popular Saturday trains will run
again. ther adjustments are being
made which will improve connections
inta Intar-City trains a1 Bediord.

The Association’s special train from
Badford to Eastbourne on 27 Agpril con-
sisted of tha nawly refurbished carriagoes
now usad for the “Midland Executive™
St. Pancras — Nottingham services
hauled by a powerlul elass 47 locomo-
T, F'.&,ta-ﬂ-ng-l;rrs joaned at ewvery station
on the branch and after the last pick-up
point, Leighian Buzzard, the train sped
south towards Euston, leaving the main
lime near Willesden Jumction 1o reach
Clapham Junction via the West London
Extension line. Omne hundred and
saventy passengers oul of the total of
five hundred and thirty laft the rain at
Haywards Heath for a fascinating side-
trip on the Bluebell Line from Sheffinkd
Park to Horsted Keynes and back. Thesa
passengers were conveyed by bus 1o
Eastbourneé thereé o join the return
special train, ong refurbished coach af
which was found 1o be unservicaable
owing to a hot box. This minor mishap
natwithstanding, & good time was had
by @i, and our thanks are dus to
eweryana who halpad to make our day a
success, particularly our friends at
Bedford Midland Station, Bryan Scale
Modala, Lidlington and Aspley Guise
Post Office, who sold tickets for the
train, and Travellers Faro, who supplied
walcoma hot drinks and sandwsches
throughout the day,

The Association intends to oparate a
furthér spacial train, in this cose a DML,
on Salurday 7 Decamber 1985 from
Blstehley 19 Birmingham, ‘Waorcester
and the Severn Valley Railway, thus
giving & choice of Christmas shopping
of a ride on the SVR's “Santa Specials”.
Full detalls from Richard Crane, 23 Hat-
field Crescant, Badford.

Richard Crama

RAIL CONNECTIONS AT LIVERPOOL —
HORNBY TO MOVE BY RAIL AGAIN

Mo, not Hornbry foy Erains, but exciting
dovelopments affecting Hornby Dock
and others. Over the last fow months tha
city of Liverpool has baen in the news
for all the wrang réasons, but, a recent
announciment by the Mersey Docks
and Harbour Company has shone a light
thraugh all the gloom and despondancy
- The Por of Liverpool has taken 8
major step in s continuing drive to
attract new traffic,

A five-figure sum has beaan invested in
roconnocting the port’s desp water
barths to tha B.R. network — a rall link
riqhtinm the heeart of the UK. s first full'.r
operational freaport. The link will enter
the dock from tha south (a1 Strand Road
gate] and serve both Gladstone and
Hamby docks, widening the range of
cargoes handled at the docks and mak-
ing Liverpool the best served UK port
im terms of facilities for containars, bulks
and other cargoas, “This axtension will
enable Freeport clients to explore the
potantial of what could be 8 competitive
freight rate system by rail” said Freaport
Mamnager Frank Robotham,

It is interesting to note that funds are
baing applied for from E.E.C. monies
bacause, apparently, Section B grants
take a long time 1o process. Over the
years, the F.0D.S. Fraight Sub-Commities

has heard this from various sources —
not least the Private Wagon Federation.
Wihin this topic was raised on avisitio a
Minister promises were mada that this
would be looked into, It is appreciated
that there should be safeguards 1o see
that Government monay is wisely spant
bt we can, no doubd, all recall varicus
gschemes where this criterion has not
been applied = notably certain road
schames! As a general rule, of course,
projects cannot be aided from two diffe-
rent UK. sources bat the rules of the
Evwropean Development fund do nol
preclude a second grant for the same
purposes. In this case a Section 8 grant
would be paid net by a ER.DF. grant.
This means that, say, on a8 rail project
ma.'l,ing E1m which recarved a 50% grani
from the E.R.D.F. & saction B grant could
be paid, but only on the balance of

E0.5m.
-

There is no doubt that these develop-
mants are welcomad by the R.D.5. and
o can only hope that the recent indust-
rial wnrest will not detract from the
canfidenta of potential customars. The
Fraight Sub-Commities will be keaping
a watchiul eye on this walcomsa project
and we wish all concerned avary suc-
CEEE,

Steve Wilkinson

FREIGHT REPORT

The Freight Sub-Committes (F.5.C.)
held its July meeting in Ely, where a visit
was made 1o the GG Papworth Lid.
freight distribution depot, which has
been set up in the buildings and anea
farmerly occcupiad by the British Sugar
Corporation’s sugar rofinery at Queen
Adalaide. They took aver the factory in
1882 and have ever since been remodel-
ling the extensive rail layout to their
o requirements, gutting and rebuild-
ing the huge ex-factory buildings for
storage purposes. Al the time of our
wigit, the vast machinary hall was being
changed into a grain store, and an
adjacent area was being cleared for
an even bigger store. Wa ware most
impressed at the enthusiasm of the
managar of the depot for obtaining
traffics for rail. The company, praviously
a road-only haulage firm, sees rail as
important now and in the future, for
gound commercial reasons plus very
clear environmeantal ones, In spite of
continugus rebuilding the depot has
already handled many thousands of
tonnes of several bulk powder commiod-
ities, An increasing amount of finishad
manufactured goods for distribution is
building up. It seamed that whatever
was olfered could be handled, whateves
the difficulty. The manager praised most
fulsomaly the very positive attitudes of
local railway staff a1 all lavels, whao were

migst delighted at all the extra traffic. We
ware cartainly laft with the impression
that, if this depol was typical of the
growing number throughout the
country, then B.A.'s Spaadlink and train-
lead traffics will continue to grow at &
tramendous rate,

The very number of private depotsSd
lead us to feal that B.R. ought tosat .
mzre formal liaison, a kind of “contact
clearing housa®™, batwaoen the privote
dapots, Freight tends to be handled
axclusivaly by one firm or sometimes
with BUR. W falt that maore traffic could
ba handled batwoan distant, quite inde-
pendant, private depots il thers were
some kind of formal contact sat up by
B.A. that daily guizzed each depot via
telex links as 1o their reguirements,

Steve Wilkinson, the F.5.C. Secretary,
was recanily invited 1o attend bed very
significant “unveilings”

On Thursday 200h June he was invited
to Warmingter in Willshire to attend tha
official reception for the arrival of the
first revenue-aaming run of 8 prototypae
refrigeration umit attached to an [nter-
frigo wagon, The vehicle ran aovernight
on normal Speediink sarvices from
Grimaby to Warminster with a full load
of fish. The F.5.C. has baen interested in
promoting the uwse of relrigerated
wagons for some time, especially on




rung from the Morthwest of Scotland,
We were delighted 1o be informed
several months ago of the inilensa
research baing undertaken by the Stan-
dard Rallway Company Lid. of
od, Lancashire, for B.R. and tha
G.LC. The frozen food company, Flying
Goose Lid, of Warminster were also
involved we later learned. This com-
pany, hopafully the forearunnar of many
more in the LK. sea this wagon as
opening up the wsa of rail for their
products in both LLE, and Europs. The
G.L.C. contributed half of the 230,000
developmental cost, as it identified the
lack of this type of wagon as a waeak link
in the Speedlink armoury, Five million
tans of frozen food move into Londan
awvery year and they hope that the noisy
refrigerated  heawyweight  lorries,
uwnloading in the night, will ba greatly
reduced by a fleet of B.A. wagons,

The ireezing Syslem, perlected by
Spandard Wagon Company, uses the
WwWagon's own movament o create the
necassary cooling, which culs out the

agent clumsy and expenziva ice filling
schnigues. The eventual aim is to pro-
duce a system that can bae in 2 deap-fro-
2an of chilled mode according to traffic,
On such a big scale as a road or rail
wagon such a technique has yet 1o be
perfacted anywhere, If B.R. can get such
a wragon, it will certainly give Speedlink
a 1oal that will be unnvalled i the
transpart of temperature contrallad
goods. 'We congratulate B.R., G.LC,
Standard Wagon Company and Flying
Goose for their enterprise and success
to date and ook forward to seaing
Standard’s own build of refrigerated
Wagons.

A naw branch line in Morfolk! The
national press cortainly missed this
opening of & niny raihway into deepaest
MNaorfolk, The niw line, 1.25 miles long,
links Messrs. B Johnson's grain silos

Jwith the Ely — Norwich line at Eccles

ad Station. |1 s single ack with twa
weig Sidings at each end, The official
opening was on 10th July by Mr. David
Mitchell M.P. Part of the £700,000 cost
was by Government section & grant.
Steve Wilkinson was invited 1o the opan-
ing 88 your reprasentative and had the
honowr of baing one of the ten passen-
gers on the Ministerial DMLY from
Cambridge to the end of the branch,
Already big traffic tonnages are being
handled by TSL"s "Grainflow” wehi-
eles, It s intended that the sidings be
used for a variaty of other trafflics in due
course. Immediataly, over 7,000 lorry
movaments per year will cease to foul
Morfolk's fine countryside.

Several other new traffics are {or will
ba) relieving the roads of Morfolk of
many thousand more lorny rips a year =
for example timber from Brandon, more
grain from a near-completed silo com-
plex an éx M & GN marshalling yards a1
South Lynn, canned food products from
Morih East Modelk and roafing thes
from Deraham. Mote that these are

Cuts in Investment no answer
— says NUR General Secretary

This year's R.0.5. Annual Confarence
{the Sevanth] of Rail Lisars” Groups was
late to accomodate the guest speaker,
Jimmy Knapp, General Secratary of the
M.LLA.

Attendance was down  glightly,
perhaps for this reason, but on 15th
Jundé, in semewhal more ameanabls
waather than 1984 when even Transpor
Under-Secretary, David Minchell MP,
came in somewhal damp — abaut 50-F0
delegates from owver 30 local groups
heard Mr. Knapp speak on an Altarnative
Strategy for British Rail.

He welcomed the opporunity to
gpeaak at the confarence {following in the
footsteps of Ray Buckion in 1882} as ha
conaidared it was in avaryone's intarest
for a dialoguee to take place batwean tha
rail unions and bodies representing rail
usars, 1980-1985 (under a Tory Govern-
ment] had bean a time of rapid changa
on the railways, the B.R,B. having been
sot the targel 1o reduce its required
subsidy from £943m. in 1983 to ET0BmM.
in 1986 (the laner target having been
praviously set for 1988).

The rail unions had fought these cuts
but belng classed by the media as the
“bad guys® had had difficulty in putting
thair points across, He saw these culs
resulting in the following 5 effects:-

{althe beginning of Serpell type “cla-
sures by stealth™:*

{Bireduction in rolling stock capacity
resulting in overcronded trains;

{el reductions Im track maintenance
lsading to & drop in safety stan-
dards;

(dllgnger gaps between examination
of signalling equipmant;

lelswingaing culs in the capacity of
railway workshops resulting in
soma 4800 redundancies -
including the total clogune of Swin-
don Works = as a result of less
fraquent maintenance of rolling

* gwen a8 we go to press the Daily Tele-
graph of 239985 revealed another secret
closure programme to be implamentad
whan the 1985 Transport Bill becomeas
lines.

stock — and leadingto more noew
construction going to farigh com-
panigs (soe also In Parliarnant).

Tha rail unions” industrial action dur-
img the coal strike, he said, had been
designed 1o protect jobs in coal — one ol
the railways' main fraight traffics, other
branches of which had been lost 1o BR
simply due to the unavailability of
encugh wagons. MUR's altarnative
strategy was to prass for:-

(il o large programmae of alectrifying
up to V5% of the netwaork by the
yaar J000;

{iif modernisation and an increased
number of lacemotives and rolling
slock;

lil) & cheap fares policy (cf. Greater
London Council's “Fares Fair™:

{iw] more rail-linked sidings and rail!
road transhiprment facilities:

{vl making rosd hauliers pay their
WWaY

{wil more new siatlons, cross-city links
and cross country roules;

fwill improved rail saccess 1o ports and
airports;

[wiiil the building of maore fraight
wagons (BR's policy is to scrap all
16 and 20 ton wagans by 1990];

fix} reintroduction of passenger ser-
wices on freight lines; and

fx)the- building of & channsl tunnel -

there being a serious risk thal &

road-onky link would be bullt.
Delagates found Mr. Knapp 1o be less
than the “ogre” the media had made
him owt to be with his broad scottish
brogue and quist humour snd he facad a
barrage of useful and relavant guestions
fram those present.

Cither sessions o1 [he Lonferance ware
addressed by Travor Garred, (on posi-
tive rail promotion), Graham Tolliday
{on the influence of the Road Lobby):
and Tany Jones af B.R's Darby Technical
Cantre, (on design of passenger rolling
stockl.

A full report of this interasting confar-
anca can be oblained at 60p. from Alan
Harwood., 139, Harrowdonas Gardens,
Teddington, Middx,

recant additions to the substantial flows
of longer standing freight traffic along
the March = Ely = Norwich/Lynn lines. |
stress these growing traffics because
there is strong Morfolk County Council
pressure for vast sums to dual the
county's trunk roads. Every extra rail
wagon load eases the pressure on thesa
roads. Yet ceriain coumcillors, most
prominent of whom is Clir. Coutts, have
recantly called for the closure of the
raibway on the grounds that little freight
and fow passengers use it (N.B. there
have begn recent irate l[eMars in tha local

prass complaining bittarly about gross
overcrowwding on many of the long
distanca trains from the Midlands 1o the
East Coastl,

Finally, if you know of any potential
traffic or any factory that could poten-
tially have a private siding, plesse sand
us the fullest possible deteils. Got in
touch with any F.5.C. mamber or with
me at 43, High Sireet, OQakington,
Cambridge CB4 BAG.

Peter Wakefiald




MEMBERS' PLATFORM

Crossing the Irish Sea

Sir,

Whan, hopefully, a fixed link is estab-
lished across the Channelallowing
through rail services betwaen the LK,
and mainland Europe, | wondar if thare
is a possibility of establishing a train
farry facility across the Irish Sea for
fraight traffic.

The change of guage could be
accomodated by bogie  changing
facilities, as happens at the Franco-
Spanish border, Whether there would
b encugh traffic to make such a facility
profitable s ancthed matter, bul
is suraly a subject worthy of further
investigation,

P.E.Scatt
Sandown, lsle of Wight

The “Scotrail” approach

Sir,

| would like 1o suggest to all Rail Usar
Groups that they adapt the “ScotRadl®
policy of making stations more attrac-
tivee by placing signs in the mannar of
“SeatRail, Welcome o CRIANLARICH®
at their local station. It makes a big
impression 1o sea a sign walcoming you
1o the station and effective and attractive
publicity {using logos, symbols and

special effects), tranforms the cus-
tamer's impression.

Chris Magner

Bridganorth

Shropshire

Loaned File

Sir.

At the Bail User Groups' Conferance
on 24th March 1984 | lpaned a fila 1o an
R.0.5, member and hawve since o5t his
addrass. Tha file contained carrespon-
dence between Mr. Robert Aickman, Sir
John Betjerman and myself,

I wander if the mambar concerned
could kindly let me know how things
stand and if ha can now return the file?

O.H.Prosser
3 Harcourt Road
Bristol BSE 7RO

Errata

Sir,

A couple of points arising from the
last “Railwalch™=

On the East Suffelk line, single-line
weorking is currently by tha “staff and
ticket” systermn, and not as printed. |
think this was rmy mistake in the original
article. Wa are currantly engaged in a

e e
SUBSCRIPTIONS = If you have recan-

tly renewed your subscription to RDS a
new MEMBERSHIP CARD IS5 EMCLO-
SED, If, however, your subdeription falls
e in the next fow months A RENEWAL
FORM 15 ENCLOSED, A donation over
and above your subscription will always
e el coame.

row with B.R., which has already ponat-
rated Board level, owver their refusal 1o
imstall the promisad loop ot Baccles, 1o
the detriment of the sermce and
timekooping. Radio signalling 18 prom-
ised for 24th Movember, but the final
crossing conversions will not be until
early Decembar,

Alsa, our other long-standing stalwart
was Mrs. Briscoe and not as stated at the
end of Gerry Flennes obstuary, Whilst
mentioning that nama, his widow, Mrs.
Jean Fiennes, has agraed to take over as
President of E.5.T. A

John Brodribb,

Secratary,

East Suffolk Travellers” Association,
Becclas,

Suffolk.

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

The Editor will consider for publi-
cation letters and articles {such as the
abowve), Any opinions expressed, how-
#ver, must nol be taken as noecessanly
reflecting the official views of the Soci-
aty. The Editor alzo reserves tha right to
make “cuts” and other alterations which
refain the samsa of the original copy.

We are absays pleased fo receive
good guality black & white prints of
subjects of interest 1o members for
inclusion in the journal.

“A FUTURE FOR
RURAL RAILWAYS™

The RDS East Anglian Branch will b
publishing a high-quality 4-page leaflat,
putling the case for investment in
automatic crossings, radio signalling
ele. 1o coincide with the completion of
the East Suffolk Line modernisation pro-
ject, expected for late November. Tha
leaflet will show how new technology
can improve the prospects of many
ather rural lines, and ald some reopen-
ings., Seweral RDS Branches, users'
groups and individual members araund
the counry heve already ordered
copies. There is no charge, alhouwgh a
danation to East Anglian Branch funds
would not be refused, Order NOW from
John Brodribb, 12 Kemps Lane, Beccles,
Suffolk, MR34 OXA

RDS ANTI-CLOSURE FUND

In mid-August this fund stood at
£90,11, after granis had been made
from it 1o halp those fighting the Tun-
bridge Walls = Eridge line closure and
the Marylebona closure propasal. It has
been possible for RDS to donate several
hundred pounds to local branches and
groups fighting closures, since this fund
vegs st up in 1882, Thanks io all who
hawve donated to it during that time, The
fund is dependant antirely on voluntary
donations, and more are always grate-
fully received by Trevor Garrod, 156
Clapham Road, Lowestoft, NR32 1RO,

NEW SALES OFFICER
STILL NEEDED!

A voluntesr i neaded 1o fill the post of
R.0.5. sales officer, which has again
fallern wacant *Roland White s tem-
porarily filling the position (which
involves selling RD.S. lnerature at
gvenis such as the A.G M. and Usars’
Groups’ Conforencel., but would be
grateful if anyone interesied in doing
this job parmanently would contact him
at “Latymigr”, The Drive, Balmont, Sur-
rey SMZ TOJ.

*[This suparcades the announcarment in
thi last issue of RAILWATCH. ED.)

SPONSORED CYCLE RIDES

Members of the East Anglian and East
Midlands Branches and RDS Scotland
tnk part in Sponsofed Cycle Rides on
Sunday May 12th as part of National
Bike Weaeek. As wall as publicising
wvirtuwes of the “train-and-bike" combara-
tian, riders raised some £250. OF this,
£118 was for the Morthanis Scanner
Appeal, a5 a result of gallant efforis by
Corby momber Dave Fursden on a bor-
rowed maching, Clara Filakhi raised
£44.20 to haelp the campaign 1o seve the
Sattle = Carliske line, whila Travaor Gar-
rod raised £6E Tor the RDS Anti-Closune
Fund, Scottish mamber Anthony Kay,
with an iniriguing mixture of train and
bika around Fife and Tayside, raised the
rast of the money for the ADS Scotland
Campaign Fund.

Tharks to all who sponsored riders
thiz yvear. it would ba nice (o 500 fwvents
staged in some other areas for the 1986
Mational Bike Woek, which will ba tha
last weak in May. If you are st all
interasted = and yvou don'l have to be
yvoung, super-fit owners of n‘|u|l|-gﬂ
racers doing 100 miles & day — ple
contact, in the first instance. Trewoer
Garrod, 16 Clapham Road, Lowsstoft,
NA3IZ 1RO

STOP PRESS

CYCLISTS TOURING CLUB

Cyclists travel “under thair own steam”™
wat appreciate the value of tha rallways,

The Cyclists Touring Club, which
started in 1878, & atill going strong. Qur
Mational Magazine, ‘Cycletouring” [bi-
manthly] is available o non-mambers
at £B.10 par annum,. of comes to CTC
members as one of the benefits of
memiership.

Deraifs: CTC, ‘Cycletouring”’, 89 Mead-
row, Godalming, Surrey GUT 3HS.




LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

With the legal procesdings owver
Marylebone bringing mast (i not all) rail
closure inguiries to a hal the Branch -
at last — has a chance 1o concantrata on
othar matters, The |oimt  Local
Authorities' Weorking Party when it met
at Brent Town Hall on 23rd July resolvad
to appesl against the decision of Ken-
nedy J. (reported in our last issue). The
London Regional Passengers’ Commit-
tea had in any event decided to further
postpone the Inguiy, due to be held on
17th, 18th and 215t Juna. The appeal is
niot due to be heard until 6th Movember
s0 it now seems unlikaly that LRPC will
hald an Inguiry until early 1986,

The position on Tunbridge Wells -
Eridge was equally disappointing for
nat only was the local aclion group
unable 1o obtain a judicial review of the
linigter's closure decidgion but due 1o
v kil of BR's lawyers was precluded
from presenting to the Court some of its
sl cogent evidence, In the evant the
last train ran on Gth July and the junction
(1o Tunbridge Wells West) was prompdly
rippad up. as the writer ohsarved from
the top of Grove Hill Tunnel on 1st
Saptembar,

Tha Branch's public meating I
Chalmsford on 25th June was atflended
by over 30 pesple, very few of whom
weors ADS members. After a showing of
the RUF Video ~Give Rail a Future® Cilr.
Guy Shorter, Chairman of Chalmaford
Barough Council's Transport Commit-
tea, explained his authority’s commit-
ment to the building of & new station at
Springlield to relieve congestion at
Chelmsford's main station. Following a
livaly discussion, the masting wvoled

Imingl]r im favour of calling a

rthar meeting in the Autumn and this

i scheduled 1o be held on Tth October

when a speaker from British Rall will

give i1z answers 1o the proposal. Desplie

appraaches by RDS the attitude of Essax
County Council is yat to be ascertained.

On 21st September sboul a doren
membars made a round trip from Char-
ing Cross to Liverpool Street, wvia
Gravesend, Tilbury, Southand and
Sputhminster and ware able 10 observe
the progress being made by BR in
wiring up the remaining unelactrfied
artery to what is in fact quite a remale
part of South Essex.

Work on our local guide book “Kent
& East Sussex by Rail® is moving apace
with special features on Canterbury and
Tunbridge Wills under way, We are
now  seeking  suitable pictures (and
potential advertisers) and the General
Editor, H.Trevor Janes would wealcoma
details from members &l Flat 2,
11 Guildford Road, Tunbridge Walls,
Kant, TH1 15W. One usaful spinoff from

REGIONAL NOTES

the eaxercise is contact with the Kent
Federation of Amenity Societies who
have produced a wseful “Rall Teail®
leaflet on the Maidstone West — Paddock
Wiood line datails of which will of course
feature in the boolk.

It is proposed to launch the publi-
cation next Spring 1o coincida with
complation of the electrification from
Tonbridge to Hastings and plans are
also afoot to hire an EMLU for a preview
of the works (from either Gillingham or
Tonbridge to Hastings and Brighton) as
part of the celebrations. The next Branch
Meating will ba an illustrated lecture by
Mr Jones, who is also Chairman of the
Tunbridge Wells B District RTA, at Frad
Tallant Hall, Euston, on 3rd Decambar
and the Branch A.G.M. is scheduled for
mid Fabruary — hopafully at County Hall
with a speaker from the GLC,

With the pending demisa of that body
the Branch is supporting the production
ol a natiomal RDS leaflet against new
motorways in Landon — the main reason
we suspect for s abolition — and is
following with great Interest the spec-
tacular progress on construction of the
Docklands Light Railway which was the
subject of a special feature article in tha
latest issue of the Branch MNewsletter
RAILOMDON,

John Barfield

WEST MIDLANDS

Having gone into considerabla dabt to
launch its new book “Midlands by Rail”
the Bramch Commitea is wery much
presccupied in pursuing salas. All reci-
plents have been most complimentary
of the glossy Gd4page book which con-
tains many colour pictures and maps to
accompany the detailed text describing
twelve routes and a vast number of
town and country attractions. At only
2.25 [post frea) it is a gift. 5o for & good
bargain and to halp us balanca the
books will all members who have not
yet acquired a copy plesse write NOW
to RDS, 21, Morfolk Road, Sutton Caol-
dfield, BTS 650.

To furthar boost funds and member-
ship wa are planning to run a oML
charter from Walsall to Chester on
Saturday Sth October. On Tuesday 1st
October Bob Smalley, BR's Route Man-
ager (cross country InterCity) is also due
1o give an ilugtrated lecture on the plans
and policles for the MEMNW - SW/
5.Coast services at v, Johnson Housa,
Birmingham - a regular venue for our
maatings, As part of a County Council
“Transport Weok™ 14thZ0th October,
wa shall be holding a Public Mapting in
Walsall on 15th October,

Development of the Snow Hill site is
proceading with 3 “chocolate box®
affices already built and ground works

" =

weell undar way for multisioray car parks
to straddle the new station. Contractors
hava bean cleaning and repairing the
5596 yd. twunnel which is in very good
condition, The rgnpaned rail
sarvice s expected sarly 1987, At the
Mgor St end plans for a 10 million
rodevelopment have been annowncopd
with integral pedestrian access to the
new plathorms at the lunnel panal.
Ridership of the EMU Walaall - Bir-
mingham line continues o increase
foliowing modest service improve-
ments and our voluntear promatian al
the line. Offpeak services (MonFril have
increasad ridership by some 29% and
Saturday traval has gone up by 10%.
Quite good for & line once threataned
with clesural On the Redditch line we
have managed to thwart 8 raduction of
the offpeak trains. and at Lichfield we
participated in a BR “Rail Sale® promo-
tion event on Ard August, With your halp
in raducing outstanding stocks of “Mid-
lands by Rail™ we hope to survive for
maore rail promotion in 1988
Alan Bevan

EAST ANGLIA

Campaigning for mara rail freight has
bean an important part of the Branch's
work in recent months, and we were
encouraged by the opening of a new Tail
link across open flelds at Eccles Road,
on the Morwich = Ely line, to sanve a niew
grain depotl. Branch Chairman, Steve
Wilkinson, had boan active in support-
imfg this 00,000 scheme and was invited
to the opaning on 10k July by Dawid
Mitchell MP.

Timber traffic from nearty Thetford
Forest has also staried (o go by rail from
Brandon — potential traffic 1o which we
drew BR's amention some five years
ago. At King's Lynn, imported timbar is
gaing by rail again for the first tima in
many years, while a new rail-connected
scrap-meial yard has opened at Cam-
bridge. Tha RD5 Freight Sub-Commilias
lobbied hard in the late 19705 1o keep
this sort of traffic on the rails, at & time
wihan mllirl-g stock problams meant that
it might be forced on to the roads.
Encouraged by these trends, wa have
mounted further pressure for regular
container traffic 1o go by train from the
new Lowwestoft depot, and have written
letters of support for Felixstowa Dock &
Railway Company, which has applied
for a government grant lowards a direct
rail fink to its neww container depat,

Thera are, however, paople who opp-
ose more rall freight, notably Nodolk
County Council Transport Committes
Chairman, lan Coutts, who caused con-
trovarsy at the and of July by refusing
the Council's support {or a railhead for
fartilizer traffic at Cantley, babwaan Mor-
wich and Yarmouth. Mr Coutis saas “no




langterm future for branch lines”™ and is
indead on record as advoecating the
closure of Morfolk's rail link with tha
Midlands. When wviews like this are
expreased in high places, it is all the
mizra important that we have an active
pro-rail lobby, as expressed by RDS and
its affiliated rall usars” groups. We have
writien o many newly elected Counly
Councillors explaining our views on
transport and letters have also gone to
local MPs urging them to suppor the
RDS position on the Channel Tunnel. By
the and of August, seven special pas-
senger trains had baen run by RDS or
it associated groups over various East
Anglian lines, including the Society’s
"Dertyyshire Adventurer”™ Inter-City spe-
cial from Colchaster 1o Matlock on 30th
Juliy.

The new editicn of our railguide “East
Anglia by Rail" ks on sale throughout the
regicn and was described in our local
ravidw a5 “informative as well as reada-
ble.... From the flat of the fens to the
undulant coastal raibways, the reader is
taken on a wvaried journey before he
evan sats fool on a train”. Tha book is
published by Jarralds at £1.95 (ISBN 0
7117 0982 X). In case of difficulty indi-
widusl copies may also be orderad from
Peter Lawrencea, 75, Marlpit Lane, Nor-
wich, WRE BXM

Fuller news of local activities and
developments 18 contained in  the
Branch's Mewslatter “RAIL EAST" sent
frea to all members once a guarer.
Members from other areas who would
like to recaive it should write 1o Trewvor
Garrod, 15, Clapham Road, Lowestofi,
WNR3IZ -1RQ. A donation of 1 a year
towards costs would be appraciatad,

Finally back to Clir, Coutts: at a recant
mepiting he said that he would ke 10
hear from people wha thaught that rail
lines should be closed, RDS membears
from other areas, who may well have
been in Morfolk by rail on holidey or
business, may like 10 write 1o him at 2,
The Close, Norwich, MR 404,

Travor Garrod

YORKSHIRE

Im an attempt o improve West York-
shire FTE's proposals to reduce the
numbear of through traing a day betwaan
Bradford and |ikley to one in aach direc-
tion the Wharfedale Rail Usars’ Group
submitted a timetable which would ginve
three through trains in the marning and
threa in the evening. The Director Gen-
aral of the PTE said that such a plan
would be so expensive that it would ba
financially impossible 1o put inlo farca.

The Morth West TUCC have pointad
out that the PTE should not undaresti-
mate the |oss of passengers that | fkeky
g result from the proposad mew time-
table and that there would be an addi-
tional expeanditure of 10,000 just to
provide a facility for terminating trains
at Guisaley,

West Yorkshire County Council have
decided to withdraw support for the
Airedale Trunk Road as the Depariment
of Tramsport refuses to sanction tha
building of a road betwean Coltingley
Bar, near Binglay. through Saltaire to
link up with the Shipley bypass, for
anvirgnmeantal reasons. Whilst  the
County Council wers kean on building
the whole road, they maintain that the
plan for the road from Kildwick to
Bingley as proposed in the Inspecior's
Report would have so little effect in
religwing traffic congastion in Bradfond
that the 60 millon estimated cost would
not be justified.

Thirsk and Morthallerton stations are
being modernised. Hamblaton District
Council is providing financial assistance
for Thirsk, but refuse to give any help
for Morthallerton station on the grounds
that British Rail carried out one of their
willknown “butchering” jobs some
years ago, leaving a perfectly good
station wirtually a ruin.

It has leaked out that the Morth York-
shire County Council has been planning
o upgrade the ABBE road through
Wensleydale 1o provide a main link
betwesn the A1 and the MG Suspicion
wiag aroused in 1984 when a sudden
incrase in the number of heawy lorres
wravelling through Wensleydale was
nodiced. Thiz plan has brought wide-
spread protesis from every town and
village in the dale and it has bean
pointed out that tha rail link through the
dale from Layburn to Garsdale could be
brought back into use at a fraction of the
cost for upgrading the ABE4. Meanwhile
a British Rail spokesman i quoated as
saying that to recpen the line through
Wensleydale would cost as much as the
&) million Selby main line diversion.
The County Councll has ordered & ‘re-
think' an upgrading the ABB4,

Danis Bradbury

WESSEX

A meeting of the Wessex Branch was
held im Southampton on 215t June,
when RDS Mational Executive Mambar
Trewor Garrod spoke about the naticnal
igsues upan which the Socisty was
campaigning, and their relevance for
Wessax. Guest spoaker was Mr Keith
Hacker, BR Arsa Manager al South-
ampion, who gave 8 wide-ranging talk
on developments in this area, including
the possible extension of alectrification
from Boumemouth to Weymouth; the
potential of new ail traffic by rail; the
apen station eoncepl and the pros and
cons af “plugging the gap” in tha local
alecirified network betwesn South-
ampton and Portsmouth.

Acting Branch Chairman, Geoffrey
Vintar, has now had to resign owing o
pressure of other commitments, Any
local mambar interasted in taking on
this post, of in serving on the Branch
Committes, should contact the Branch

Secretary, Charles Morgan, 41, Gal-
laghers Mead, Andover, Hants.
Trevar Garrad

NORTH WEST

Plans to form a rail users’ group on
the Furness Line (PrestonfLancaster 1o
Barrow-in-Furnass] have now boeen
finalized. A public meeting was hald in
Grange-ovar-Sands on Waednesday 4th
Saptember which was attended by rep-
resantatives of EBritish Rail and the
TULCLC,

The Qrmskirk to Preston Travellars'
Association (OPTAL, a corporate
member of ADS, has recantly adoptad
Burscough Junction station and hopeas
to initiate a MSC schema there to
imiprave the station car park and ganaral
ERIrGn e

The line has recently eamed a now
nama. Mr R.Bates, Passengar Senvicoes
Manager, Mersayside was the judge in
a competition organized jointhy by OFTA,
snd BR and chose WEST LANCASHIRE
LINE as the winning narma. The na=
will appear on local publicity for the | .
and already the local Area Mansger,
Bryan Wilson, is producing individual
station timetable leaflets for the line
braring that narmse, .

The Association also ran & special
train to York on Bank Holiday Monday,
2Bth August. This followead an earlier
trips bo Carligle owver the threatened Settla
to Carlisle Hne.

The campaign to restore a direct Pre-
ston o Southport link, via Burscough
Bridge, is gaining momantum. Seftan
Metropolitan Borough Council is sup-
porting the schema and QDPTA is maet-
ing represantatives of tha Coungil to
discuss this further,

O the South Fylde Line our corporate
miember (SFLUA) are campaigning to
get it extendad from Blackpool South
towards Central Blackpool, At praﬂﬂ
the most likely terminus for tha ling,
wins extinded, would be Chapel Stree:,
This would be very close to the site of
the original Blackpoal Central Station.

The group aré also sesking urgen
improvernants to Blackpool South sia-
tion, Maost of the site was taken ovar by
Blackpoo! Borough Council and bulld-
ings razed to make way for 8 multi-
million pound road schema, Whilst work
an the new rosd has gone ahead guickly,
the same cannot be said for the new
station at Sowth, The presant arrange-
maenks are very unsafe and a serious
accident could occur &t anmy Time.

Following the High Court procasdings
ovaer Marylebone thers will not be any
TUCC public hearings into the cloSure
of SatleCarfisle until this issue is finally
riesolved, Howaver, in arder te be fully
prapared for a TUCE Inguiry when it
eventually takes place the Joint Action
Committes is arranging confarencas of
abjeclors,

Richard Watts




On Merseyside the PTE has shelved
its plans for Liverpool - 5t Helens
electrification, stating that the schema
would cost between 36m. and 45m,,
including extensive tunnelling baneath
Liverpool, It would alsa require a Par-
lipmentary Bill but with the advent of the
curran! Transport Bill and its provisions,
the PTE has now decided that it would
b extremaly rash to commit itself 1o
such an expensive project at the prasent
tirmé. As thiers are 50 many unknowen
factors alfecting the future of transport
within the Metropolitan County areas,
the Branch reluctantly sympathices with
the PTE. It hopes, howavar, that once
the dust has seitled on the Transpor
Bill, the scheame will be considerad
again but this iz unlikely to aceur for at
least & couple of years.

Mike Breslin

NORTH EAST

A uselul meeling of mambers was

d im Darlinglon on 151 June, and by

ztime this issue is circulated, a further
mialing and film show should have
boan held there. Work has also started
on a railguide for the area, which it is
hopad 1o publish at Easter 1988,

Issues baing pursued by RDS include
the case for olectrification of the Morth-
allerion — Stockton — Ferryhill “loap®
once East Coast Main Line slectrification
reaches this area, and tha establishmant
of 8 more direet Middiesbrough -
Stockion — Durham — Newcastie service
on its northern hall. Such & service
could also give a battar deal to Chaster-
leSwrest and enable a small number of
stations to be reopenad,

Travor Garrod

NORTH MIDLANDS

An  encouraging numbar of new
developments occurred this summer,
Aaglduing special passenger trains on
o freightonly lines; & new crossooun-
try train and the promise of a new
station. A private consortium charerad
the prototype “Sprinter” class 150 units
to provide 8 wvery successful service
from Darby to the walldressing calebra-
tions at Wirkswarth in May. This also
gave poople their first chance of a
shapping trip by rail from Wirksworth
since 13471 On the other side of the Peak
District, local autharities and Peak Rail
Operations ran a Summaer Saturday and
Sunday servica from New Mills Central
1o Buxion, via the scenic Great Rocks
Dale and Ashwood Dale route. A hal-
fhour programme on BEC TV in July
gove an excellent account of Peak Rail’s
afforts 1o reopen the spactacular line
from Matlock to Buxton,

Crosscountry links from this area to
East Anglia ara improved by the replace-
miant of the Barrow to Nottingham train
by a Blackpoaol to Mottingham and Cam-
bridge service, which supplements the
“European” and calls at many industrial

and university cities. On the Shaffield 1o
MNoftingham section of this route the
infriégquant and irregular timetable was
improved somawhat by an additional
surmmaer train to Mottingham in tha
marming for shopping and to connect
into the “Jolly Fisherman® excursions
to Skegness,

Maxt year will probably see more St
Pancras expresses diverted away from
the Allreton route 1o give a slightly
quicker journey to London (and incidan-
tally a very freguent Sheffield 1o Derby
servica)l, while Nottingham is promised
a Sprinter DMU sarvice 1o give a more
avanly specad but atill infreguent timet-
able 1o the norh. Moraover, these iraing
will first head south west and then run
wim Toton if the Radford to Trowell track
is clased, Mottingham City Council is
vary concernad about H5Ts to London,
beut would bay hisppry to convert the direct
routi 1o Yorkshire into building land and
@ cycle track. On a brighter note the
Sprinters will call at o niew Langlay Mill
station which is o be paid for by local
authaorities.

The draft 198677 Lincoln 1o Newark
and Mottingham timetable has slighthy
fewar trains which will generally con-
timue through to Derby and Birmin-
gham.

Malcolm Goodall

EAST MIDLANDS

RADS has stressed, afier a meeting in
Loicester on 13th July, that it wanis to
saa o propar InterCity type electrification
of the Midland Main Ling north of Bed-
ford, To follow up our widely discussed
Midland Main Line Strategy and Elec-
trification report (still available at 75p,
from Daryll TaylorSmith, 4, Linden
Avenoe, Countesthorpe, Leicesied),
local members are working upon further
studias of what patern of services
should be almed at on an elactrifiad lina
and its conmecting routes and it is hoped
to publish these findings early in the
Mew Year. Maanwhile RDS mambars
have also been active in a leafleting
campaign to promota Narborough sta-
tion on the Leicaster = Munaaton line.

Trovor Garrad

LINCOLNSHIRE

“This handsome guide 18 not meraly
a handbook fur visitors but 8 companion
for any travallar by train, a book to make
any jourmey mora interesting, more
liwaly. It is an informed and informative
passport to travalling pleasurs and an
eyeopenar fo the great county of
Lincolnshire.” So wrote the Grimsby
Evening Telegraph about gur boak “Lin-
calnshire by Rail®, on sale al many
bookshops fraom Cambridge 1o Dancas-
ter amd from  Mottingham to
Cleethorpes. it costs 1.80 and may also
be obtained direct from John Saunders,
Stockwall Gate, Whaplode, Spalding,
Lincs, FE12 BUE.

Marketing the book has naturally been
a major Branch activity in recent
mignths, but mambers alse found time
to hold 8 meeting with the BR Area
Manager at Lincoln on 18t June. A stall
wias also mannod at Spalding on the day
of the Annual Flower Parade, when
members of the Lincolnshire and East
Anglimn Branchas distributed and sold
ADS literaturs,

Tha noct full meesting of the Branch
weirs dugt to ba held on Saturday 12th
Oetober whan mambers would hugiuun
a talk by John Brodribb, Secretary of
ESTA on the East Suffalk modernisation
scheme and (s relevance Tor other
Breas.

Trevar Garrod

ICKNIELD

Believers in the Infallibility of trans-
port planners had their faith sevanely
joited this summer when Mrs Lynda
Chalker adwised M1 road users to use
the railways. This succint advice came
when announcing long delays due o
what BR call “werang ling working ™, The
trouble came from a Marples era bridge
bullt ingnaring the Brunel advice o
“build a2 high and wide as possible.®
Mew tarmacs raised the flaor, putling the
soffit into the kinetic envelope. Scien-
tizts eall the effect on high lorries “rip
off*. The ministerial advice faced sev-
aral difficulties in practice. A Hero of the
Yorkis Revolution closed the parallal
Great Cantral route, diagonal feedars do
not exist,. the stub services into
Marylabone are circumscribed to
preagmpt closure, and BR had closed
Craweit on the longdistance NW/ISE routa
and alféered busées nstead, Now that s
ranspor planning!

In the days when Didoot was in Berk:
ghiré planning permission was grantod
to build & power station for the CEGE on
condition that coal destined for it was
moved by rall. During the minars” sirike
train cfews ook sympathy aclion and
refused io mowve coal trains. This display
aof union solidarity, whilst wholly lauda-
bie, has done more damage to the
longtarm prosparity of the railways than
the mings. Too bad that the railwayman
did mot persuade fellow contributors to
Labaur Party funds, the T.& GWU to
wathdraw in sympathy. Perhaps they
forgot that the T.& G represens the
larry drivers who demonstrated that the
way to stay in business is 1o sell the
product as hard as possible. Permission
has recantly besn given to send tha
traffic by road against much local oppos-
ition!

Branch Mestings are generally held in
Slough on the first Wednasday in sach
manth; Telephone 0753 20178,

Lyndon Elias



SOUTH WEST

On four Saturdays in the summaear of
1985 (25 May, 27 July and 10 & 24
August) twio axcursion round trips wene
oparated on the Exatar to Dkehamplon
lime, witich was closad to passengers in
June 1972 West Devon Barough Coun-
cll sponsored this wenfure with a
revenue guarantes of 280 por Saturday.
At the tima of writing two of the Satur-
days have passed and the irips have
bean & greal success, carrying good
lzads in both directions. This augurs
wall for the prospects of further use of
this ling baing made 1o Carry passen-
gers, and in fact provisional plans for a
Christmas shopping trip on the line ara
already under discussion,

William Davies

WALES

Saturday train services on the Camb-
rian Ling hawe béen impioved by the usa
of clags 37 diesel locomotives (for the
first time since 1966). Timekeaping has
bean much better — in fact some Satur-
day services have actually run on time)
Loadings on the Cambrian Line hawve
been good, but the “Sunday Shuttles®
organized by the Cambrian Coast Line
Action Group between Barmouth and
Pedlheli got off to & slow start. CCAG
wishes to thank all RDS membars who
suppoared the vanture. The Conwy Val-
ey Sundey traing have, howavr, been
well supported,

Walshpool Goods Yard, which closed
for & time in 1884, now handles traffic
{mostly Scottish timbar, it being cheapar
than Welsh timber] worth 0.5m. par
annum. Recently 50 much traffic was in
the yard that a class 47 loco had to rum
from Shrewsbury to Welshpool and
back to shunt wageons from one side of
the yard to the otherl Welshpool Station
Action Group ran a packed Cagrsws —
Ayr chariar in July, Unfortunately therea
have bean fewer special traims than of
late on the Cambrian Lines this year,

Mid ‘Wales Development have
recently renovated the old Llanidloes
station for light industiral use, MWD
have also organised a successful festival
of tranaport in Walshpool with several
conmecting trains, including the 1560
Sprinter, and have a large scale rall
exhibition in Newtown,

Chris Magner

SCOTLAND

On 31 July there was a wellatbended,
gentlamanly public mesting in Glas-
gow's Central Hotal, it was organised by
the Rail Federation. Chris Green, Gen-
eral Managar of SCOTRAIL, Malealm
Waugh, Chairman of Strathelyde Roads
and Transportation Committes snd
David Mitchall MP.. wera the main
spoakars. Less than 48 hours later &
pisce of ablusensss (of of provocation)

had causad the fateful Glasgow guards’
strike 1o starl. Our former Branch
cochairman, John Scamlon, who hap-
pens o have bean for a number of years
secratary of the Glasgow Mo. 5 Branch
af the NUR mainly involved, had already
penned a lettar appealing to both man-
agement and his old union o avoid
conflict and this laetiter forms the sub-
stance of our “emergency” Branch
Motes Mo, 10

The Chureh of Scotland’s organiser of
industrial chaplaing, Rev. Donald Ross,
already weall known to us for his
thorough understanding of the human
sice of railbway operating, supporied
John Scanlon's letter and got it pub-
lished in Glasgow evening paprs and
on Radio Chrde. Unfortunately this was
found, procedurally, to ba the reason
why tha church could not participate in
a more ambitious joint message In
favour of Indusirial peace on the rall-
ways which we tried to promulgate and
which, in the particular circumstances,
could not be done quickly without the
church's halp. At the time of writing we
are at a loss what to do next!

Rather paradaoxically at this momient
of crisis news has arrived that the BRB
is now officially behind the project for a
rail crossing of the Dornoch Firth and
that an influential “right of centre™ poli-
tician has sant & letter 1o officials
SUPPORTING the crossChede rail link
for scheduled PTE passenger serdicas

advocated by RDS and SAPT meambers
for the past eleven years (it iz actually
an official proposal wheeh all othars
have chosen 1o forgel]l As previously
ADS members in other Branches are
invited 1o réquast a copy of awr current
Bramch Motes by sending 2 x 13p,
stamps and SAE 10 Top Floor, 113, Waest
Hgganl: Straat, Gla.as;nw. G2 ZRL.

Frank Mewville

FOE Questionnaire
enclosed with this issue

Many R.D.5. members will know that
Friends of the Earth run 8 major cam-
paign to improve facilities for everyday
cyclists. As part of its astivities, FoE has,
in common with ather natbonal organi-
sations, the often thankless task of
negotiating with BR. about cycle car-
riage on trains.

In addition to thelr current disputes
aboul taking bikes on H.5.T.s and the
provision of sufficlant space in new
rolling stock, FoE are conducting™ ™
campaign for improved cycle parking ..
B.R. stations. To this end thiy ani asking
A.D.5. mambers to halp them complets
a national picture by filling in the
enclosed questionnaing an cycle parking
and returning it 1o their national rans-
ot c‘,ampaignnr Don  Matheswy, at
377 City Road, London ECTV INA
Additionally, Don would welcome any
support over the other two guestions in
contention,

[
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IN PARLIAMENT
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No. 25 OCTOBER 1985
PREVIEW e s, o Docklands line:
Paper. said the Govermment woud be  hope for further stage?

BR TO RUN OVER
DOCKLANDS LINE

Oni reason why the Docklands Rail-
wiay s balng bullt so fast is because i is
physically separate from BR. But it may
nol remain o entirely. NIGEL SPEAR.
NG, MP for Newham South, tells ma
that BR want 1o be ablo 10 use the light
raihway for occasional freight traffic.

What a good ideal Unfortunateby,
somé Docklands people don't think so;

~—they are afredd of the nofsa. Sa Mr

pearing’s message is: “Mot to worry.
People don't realise how quiet moedern
stock can be. You can hardly haar it st
70 miles an howr.®

Other troubles are looming in the
Aren. An aastward extansion of the line
looks likaly, and this should obwviously
connact with the proposed small airport,
STOL (short take-off and landing). The
GLC, howavar, ks opposad 1o having any
Birpor.

Br. Spearing tells ma ha hes spoken
on TV in fevour of tho light railway
serving Canning Town, with a station
there, Docklands Developrmant Corpara-
tion elalm this would cost an axtra £5
millign, which Mr, Spearing finds “vary
surprising”, as "8 bridge would be
required in aither case.” Ha s asking for
o full breakdown in the comparative
cosis,

Ha also thinks the Snow Hill tunnal ks
<aking tao long 1o apan and costing oo
much. He is asking if a new station in
the tunnel is part of the cost, and if 50,
is & station thare really necessary?

Support for rail in P.T.A. areas

JUME 13 Peter Snape [Lab. Wasi
Bromwich East) asked whai were the
criterla on which district councils would
be allowed 1o secede from passenger
transpor suthorities (PTAs) in resped
of ratherays; whathar thay would include
arrangements te continua suppor for
rail sarvicas within that district council’s
area, and whether he would lake inlo
account the effect on the rail network
throughout the PTA’s area of any such
soceEsion’

prepared 1o consider proposals by indi-
widual districts to provide separate sar-
vices. Bul bafore such arrangements
were made, the Government wouwld
have 1o ba satisfied about the relation-
ship batwean the district and the PTA in
respact of acilites such as rail sarvicas
which benafited the whole metropolitan
aroa.

In & writtan question, Mr. Snape asked
what arrangemants would be madas in
PTE araas for the continuation of finan-
cial support to Saction 20 rail sarvicas in
the event that one or more district
councils secedes from the joint boand
arfangamants?

Mr. Mitchel! repliod that it would
depand on the individual case. The
Local Government Bill provided for
socassion to be approved on the besis
withar that & district council would
remain 8 mambser of tha PTA for certain
sarvices, such as section 20 armange-
ments, while laking over responsibility
for publec tramsport In other flelds, or
that it would secede for all purposas.

Met litan Counties
m of grants

JULY 22 Parar Snape (Lab. W.
Bromwich E} asked about the future of
“section 20° grants after the abolition of
the meatropaditan counties, Kr, Mitchall
had been reported in “Modermn Rail-
ways" 1o heve said that district councils
would not be allowed 1o seceds from
section 20 arrangements.

Mr. Ridley replied that be would not
wish & disirict council 10 be able to get
out of s obligatbons under section 20
bry secession, but there could bo casas
whare thare wene no obligations.

Stephan Ross (LA Isle of Wight) said
BR was not surg about its futune, panicu-
larly In radl operations such as Tyna &
Wiaar matro. Would payments at lsast
be guarantesd until the matropalitan
authoritias had disappearad and district
councils had taken owvar?

M. Rigley replied that thera was no
suggestion of changing section 30
grants aither now or afler abolition,
Secassion would not take plesea until
soma time after abalition,

JULY 22 Sydney Chapman IC.
Chipping Barnet] agked for & repon on
construction of the light rallway in
London docklands.

Mrs. Chalker: “The project is wail up
to schadula. We axpect the raibway to be
in full operation by mid-1387 — on time
and within budgat.

Mr. Chapman asked if this new infras-
tructure, logether with the regeneration
of the docklands, was the best form of
capital investmant, “if and whean appli-
cation is made for more granis to
completa stage two of this axciting new
gnterprise, would the Government con-
sider it sympathetically?”

Mra, Chalker replled thet London
Docklands Development Comporation
wiis daing an excellent job. "We have
not yet received any proposals for a
further stage of the docklands light
raibway, bl if it s recsived, it will be
glven the besi possible considaration.”

John Cartwright (5D Woolwich) asked
if im wiew of the impartance af prowding
good public transport links 1o the prop-
osed STOLpart in the Royal group of
docks, would any proposal o extend the
raibaay to sarve STOLpar be levourakly
conaiderad?

Mrs. Chalker said any proposal for an
extansion would be carefully consi-
darad, n the light of the important
resgenaration of docklands.

Taddy Tayior (C. Southend E) asked if
what Mr. Chapman described as an
puciting new venture would lead to
furthar delsyvs on the Fenchurch Strast
lina?

Az an old habitud of the Fenchurch
Streat line Mrs. Chalker said, sha knew
what ha maant. ©| shall sas what mose
can be done abowi the line, on which so
many people sufier.”

Simoan Hughas (LA Sowthwark, Ber-
mondeay) =sald the miniser  had
accepted that south-sast London was
undar sarved. A5 the light raiheay was
gnly north of the river, would the
minister give an assurance about the
possible axtension of the Bakerloo Line,
wihether above or below ground leval,
from Elephant & Castle, through

COMMONS DEBATES in the solected sxtracts from parliamentary speeches and answers to guestions, which follow
this PREVIEW, Commans replies are ghven by Transpon Secretary, Nicholas Ridliey, or his Minister of State, Lynda Challer,

or Under-Secratary of State, David Mitchall,

C = Conaarvative, Lab. = Labour, L'A = Libaral Alliance.

————




Bricklayers Arms and south Ber-
mondsey, to Suvrrey Docks, and,
parhaps, Mr, Cartwright's constituancy,
Woobwich and Thamesmead, which
veoruld hiave the largest growing popula-
tion in London in the naxt 10 yaars?

Mrs. Chalicer: “A grandioss picture.
Amvy sensibla cost-effective proposal will
ba fully considered.”

Electrification wanted
on Midland Main Line

JULY 1 Roger Freeman (C. Ketter-
ing) said his constituants wanted to ses
tha Midland main line clectrified from
5t. Pancras through Kettering to York-
shire — the whole line. Secondly, thay
wanted to ses Kattering retain its slatus
as an inter-city interchange station.

Me. Mirchall: BR has not sumitied a
proposal to aloctrify 1o Kettering. It is
only threa years since BR damonstrated
ita eommitmant to the Midland main
line by Introducing HSTs on the route,
That has meant & 20-minuté saving on
the run 1o Sheffield and has resulied in
B substantial increase in cuslomerns.

As Tor electrification genesally, BR is
not held beck in it requests. Today |
have given BR consent to re-open and
glectrify the Snow Hill tunnel In London.,

Mrs. Margaret Bockett [Lab. Derby 5]
said that communities served by the
Midland line hopad ihat the Govern-
mant would ancourage BR to make a
propasal for electrification. Many would
also lika o sea British built stock running
gn the ling, Would the minister considar
fifting the ban on BREL's abifity to
compets in tendering for locomotives?

Mr. Mitchell said it was nol for minis-
ters to twist tha arm of BR aboui prianty
for individual investment projects.

Tarence Higglns (C. Worthing) asked
1o what extent promises of improved
productivity on the Bedford — S5t Pan-
cras ling had been delivered by the
unions conoermad.

Mr. Mirchall said this was o sensitive
tophc on which thore were continuing
negotintions and he would not llke to
maka them mome difficull.

Mrs. Gwyneth Dunwoody said tha
minister was dodging the basic guesthon
of golng to BREL for locomatives. Was
it not cheaper and mose afficient o keep
BREL workshaps fully occupled?

Mr. Mitchell said BREL was involved
as a sub-contracior in more than ona
potential bld for the contract aboul
wihich she was concarned,

JULY 1 Me. Mitchell sald, in a
writhon reply 0 Sir Bernard Braing [C,
Castia Paint), that he had written that
day to the chalrman of BR, giving
ppproval to plans to reinstate the Snow
Hill link, and for the construction of mew
alacirie multiple units o operate ser-
vicas through tha tunnel,

The rodling stock cascade resulting from
the introduction of these new vehicles
would also benefit rail travellers on
suburban services to both Liverpool
Streni and Eusion, The schame as 8
whiols would cost E64 million

Problems of cycles on
inter-city trains

JULY 1 Anthony Stean (C. South
Hams, Liverpool) askad for o statemant
on the rosearch paper “Cycles on
Trains" commissionsd by BR. The two
miost fevoured recommandations in the
raport by the Harris people, said Mr.
Stean, wara that changes for bicyclas on
BR should stop and that the ban on the
inter-city rail network should cease.
“Arg you ewanre that E7 million of
additional income ks baing lost by the
unhalpful attituda of BRY®

Mr. Mitchali; | assure you, as chair-
man of the all-party Friends of Cycling
group that | know of no plans by BR to
axtand its restrictions. Thare are rostric-
tions on HS5Ts bocause thera is not
enough space to taks largs quantities of
luggage and other paraphernalia. | shall
rapart your remarks to the BR chair-
man.”

How Chunnel proposals
would be assessed

Sydnay Chapman [C. Chipping Bar-
nat) asked what arrangamants are balng
made for the assessment ofproposals
from promoters of a8 Channel fixed fink
whan these are recieved al the end of
Dectobar?

In @ weritton reply, Mr. Ridley said the
assessmant of proposals would be car-
ried out jaintly by the British and Franch
Governments, To help the British Gov-
arnment in this he would appoint eon-
sultanis in engineering, to report on all
aspects of the proposed structures.
Consultants would also be appointed in
othar fialds, sweh as appraising tha
anvirenmantal impact and on the overall
co-grdinaticn of the assessmant.

Rail capacity at Felixstowe
to hﬂ almost doubled

MAY 13 Mr. Mitchell said railway
capacity at Felixstowe would be almost
doubled for the opaning of a new
terminal whan the Felixstowe Dock and
Failway Bill was glven a second reading.
Explaining tha nead for the BHll, Eldon
Griffiths [C. Bury St. Edmunds] said it
wias gengrally acknowledged that
Falicatowe had become the most suc-
cassful port in the LIK,

it was & containar port and the central
poilnt was that they londed (o be distri-
buted within & country no longer By
amall vesaels but wera landad at ona
mathar point and carried round the
country on rail and motorway networks,

About onefifth of the containers
handied today in Robterdam weoo
destined for, or originated from Britain.
Unless a port like Falikstows could
develop, we should add more and morse
to export and import costs in the charge
for shunting boxes back and forth across
the North Sea.

Mr, Mirchail, in the course of his reply,
said that on the question of the railway
line, his depariment had recieved sppli-
cation for section 8 grant for the
Felixstowes link ling and terrmingl axpan-
sion at a total cost of £4.377 millon, to
bulld up raibeay capacity from the
current 140,000 containers par ansnum
ta 266,000,

“Tha Housa may recall that section 8
grants are the way inwhich Governmant
coniribute 1o envirenmeantal protection
by encouraging movemant of goods off
the rosds and principally by rail,”

—

Stansted rail link study
to be ready this year

JUMNE 17 Mr. Ridley, opening &
debate on alrports policy, spoke of
having to provide capacity in the south-
sast for batween 72 and 78 million alr
passangers a year by 1995, Alrcraft
noise at Stansted was being signific-
antly reduced by bans on nofsier alrcraf
types.

I tha light of the decision on phasing
the devalopmant of this airpoart, BR
would be axamining the case for a rail
link. The cheapesi option would be a
simple spur 1o the Liverpoal Strasl —
Cambridge line cosiing perhaps £50
miblbon.

“The options will be assessed on
axactly the same terms as & rail link
Manchestar Airport. | understand t
BR thinks that the Sansted study cous
ba eamplated by the and of this year.
The Manchester study could probably
ba compleied socnar than that.”

Andrew F. Bennerr (Lab. Denton and
Roddish] said that some people in the
Manchastar area wers worried thar BR
might ba loading the guestion of the
mirport link because of its reluctancs to
ses people changing fram train 1o plana
to travel from Manchester to London,
Would Mr. Ridley make sure that the
developrment of the rail link was looked
at in terms of its international impact,
rather than in terms of its competition
with BR an rall journeys from Manches-
ter o London?

M. Rrdiay said he would seek to maka
sure of that. It was for BR to work oud
the figures and appraise the nature of
tha investmeant. “1 is for me to approve
it and | shall make sure that this work is
done property. It will also be done in
conjuncticn with Manchester City coun-
cil and Manchestor internationad ir-
port.”




Would BR be funded
for airport links?

Mrs. Gwynath Dunwoody (Lab, Crews
and Manteich) said that if BR carried out
devalopmanis affecting Heathrow and
Manchester, would the minister offer
BR additional money to finance those
considerablea developments?

If hir intended that BR shouwld find the
cash from within s own resounces,
therea would be aulomatie eculs
olsewhare in BR services. He should
maks the position clear about that.

Heathrow rail access
must be improved

Sir Humpheey Atking (C. Speltharmae)
spoke of the difficulties of going o
Heathrow by road al busy times. The
fiyovars, the M4 and the approach
tunnel became complataly blocked &t
various times of the day. The journey is
““raquantly a misery. It would be difficult
__4nd gxpensive to improve the sccess.

*Tha Underground is of enormous
banefit to Heathrow. but in the long
termn thare mus! be improvemanis,
espacially I there are to ba more
passengers, The journey takes longer
than that o Gabwick. Another difficulny
is thet it is not easy for peopla with
luggage. Accommaodation for luggage
is not good on the trains of on the

platfiorms.

"People with luggage find groater
difficulty than, for exampla, on tha
Gatwick to Victoria service. The rail
sarvice o Heathrow would need to be
an ovarground servioe run by BR. That
would e anormously expansive. How-
avar, the ministar will study thosa mat-
ters, and | hopoe we shall boe made aware
of the outlcoma.

. Stephen Ross (LA Isie of Wight) said
o agresd with Sir Humphrey about

“public transport access o Heathrow,
The rail link o Manchaster would be a
firm commitment now. it shoulbd not just
be up to BR 1o survey i and come up
with the report in about six months.

"1 am glad to hear that it is Hkely to
come before Christmas. A firm commit-
mant that tha rail link will ba bkt would
give the airport & tremendous boost and
parhaps ancourage one of the indepen-
denis to establish its main base =t
Manchaater, for that is what | believae
Manchester desperately nesds. Man-
chaster would then join Ganedck and
Birmingham, and they would be the
only threa major airports | know of with
truly integrated fransport sysiams, pro-
widing through routes to many paris of
the country.

The Piccadilly line inte Heathrow left
& great deal to be desired. It was slow,
uncomfortabde and inadequate, Instead
of inwiting BR to consider various prop-
ositions, the minister should instruct BR
to produce a firm scheme and provide
the necessary finance for 8 direct rail
link into Haathrow.

Prestwick under used
with no rail link

Preswick mibght have & futura if it had
a rail link, Schipol already had ona rafl
link and by next Juna would offer rail
connections throughout the MNether-
lands, and even farthar afiald, “We live
in an overcrowwded island which cries
out lar good publie iransport. Why have
wa baan 80 slow off the mark? Haathnow
should have been connecied to the BR
netwaork yesrs ago. THera ane still no
firm plans for that.®

Donald Stewear? (Scottish Nationalist,
Western |slas) said that in 1983 Seattish
alrports handled only 5.2% of LUK inter-
national air passengar movemants. An
excellent airport suwch as Presbwick
rarnained grosely undenitilissd st about
18% of capacity.

“Whean the interests af the south-aast
are at stake, the Government will rush
in to ba halpful. In the case of Heathrow,
they may go ahead with a new BR
sarvice similar 1o the one babsean
Victoria and Gatwick.

Prestwick is & different case becauss
it is in Scotland. We have been pressing
for & fast rail link betwsen Prestwick and
Glasgow for years to halp the develop-
mant of the airport. Without that it s a1
a real disadvantage. Only now do the
Gowarnmant mention the possibilty of
opening a station on tha Glasgow - Ayr
line, and ovan then there is no clear
commitment that the type of fast link
nacassary will ba provided,”

Rail access vital
for Scottish airports

John Wilkinsan (C. Ruislip, North-
wond] said that i Stansted was not 1o
becoma a while aleghant, it must have
pood surface accass: atherwise it would
become anothar Marita. It must not take
three hours to gol from an airport.
Coming from Stansted, hesven halp
anybody in tha rush hour at the and of
the M11 who wanted to gat to the contra
of London. Aail links were crucial, as
they wore to Feltham and lver from
Heathrow, and from Prestwick. Haath-
row was an incomparable national
assat,

Lewis Carfar-Jonas {Lab. Eccles) said
that Manchester had a marvallouws air-
port but for having no rail link, A White
Papar stated that thare wouwld ba a rail
link for Stansted. and the mindstar
should agres that thers should ba one
for Manchester by the same foken. |
was essential for Manchester,

Dagwvid Lambie (Lab, Cunninghama 5.}
said e could not justify expenditure on
rail connections for Heathrow and Stan-
stod unless Scotland hed the same
assurances. Prestwick nesded & s1ation
similar to Gatwick, If the infrasiructura
was built up, Scottish airports would
have a future.

*Turn shuttle into a train.”
says B.R.

Andraw F. Baanedt (Lab. Demton &
Reddish| said it was sad that although
Manchester airport was within two
miles of the railway and that Tor the last
ten years peopla had been talking about
miaking tha link, the furthest they had
got was a feasibility siudy. The minister
should study in detall the pasition of BR.

It was running a major advartising
campaign, trying to draw people away
from the Manchester - Heathrow shuttla
and gn to the raibways, At wirtually all
siations in the Manchesier area wers
pictures of an asroplana with the gues-
tion: “How can you improwve the shutile?
Turn i into & train.”

°l do not Blama BR, atthough | must
cynically point out that if only it had kept
its existing services up to May, rather
than reduce the frequancy of the trains,
it would have done better in terms of
competing with the shuntie.”

“Many people fear thai because BR
soes itsplf compating with the Heathrow
shultle, it is less sympathetic 1o putting
im the two-mile rail link. Yei it ks vital that
the link is mada. It would improve the
journey tima for many people.”

Th h trains wanted
from nd to South Coast

JULY 22 Tam Daiyell (Lab. Lin-
lithgow] asked if the Government was
hedping BR “with its imaginative schems
fioer parkoweays at places such as bvar?”™ (A
convenient station an WH for Heath-
row), Could BR also bae provided with
halp in re-routing trains from Scotland
and the Morth, through Willesden Junc-
tion, to the South copst?

Mre. Chalker said the Government
ancouraged park-n-ride schemes whers
thery could reasonably ba accomodated.
ddditional schemes were baing investi-
gated, bui they could not copes with the
many fourisi coaches thal cama 10
London bringing people to stay or vigit
places n the capital,

LRT makes good progress
in reducing costs

MAY 13 Davig Evenetr (C. Erith
and Crayford] asked In a writion ques-
tion if the minister was satisfied with the
perfarmance of Landan Regional Trams-
port against the objectives set?

My=. Chatker said in her written ans-
weas that LAT had made good progress
towards the objectives set it in July last
year. i expested 10 exessd the target
reduction of 2V% inunit costs this year,

Separate subsidiary companias had
ean established for LAT's bus, undar-
grownd and bus enginaaring activities,
and the first batch of bus routes had
bean pul oul o tender, Mew llalson
arrangamants with BR had boon estab-




lishod and & new unil to improve
facilition {ar disabled peopls had bean
581 up.

JULY 22 Dv. lan Twinn (C. Edman-
ton} asked what initiatives had resulted
from increased co-operation batwoon
LAT and BR?

M. Ridley: “We have mada considaer-
abde prograss with the new capital-card,
with plans for improving intenchanges
betwesn BA and LAT stations, and with
bringing togathar the standards of sta-
tion maintenance and investmeant
appraisal which the two organisations
have performed differently, Bancfits
from the meatings will flow quickly.

Co-operation between
Welsh authorities and BR

JULY 18 increassd partnership
betwean BR and local puthorities in
Wales was advocsted by the Walsh
Sacretary, Nicholas Edwards. He made
a writtan reply on the subject at the
request of C.R.Raffan (C. Delyn).

Speaking of replies to the consultation
paper, “Local choice in public trans-
part, Mr. Edwards said the main
suggostion put forward in the poper was
that county councils might in future
becoma more  directly involved in
financing certain local rall services
Thers was considerable support lor the
principle of local involvement, but the
idea that county counclis might provide
revenue support for services on &
pumber of local lines was not generally
weleamad.

“#& poncern of respondents was thal
tha practical difficultios arising from this
transfer of responsibilities would out-
waigh the advamages. | have reached
the conclusion that the idea of making
county councils responsible for provid-
ing revenue support should not be
pursued.

“Tha consultalion focussad attention
on tha importance that a wide cross
gection of people and organisations in
Wales aitach to the Welsh rall network,
| vary much weloome ihe fact that thers
has been an incresse in the scale and
numbar of cases in which Walsh local
authorities have co-operated with BR to
provide improved services or facilities,
and mora initistives of this nature ane
plannad.”

=As a result of tho co-operative effors
of BR, local autharties, Governmant
agencies and the Walsh office, services
Ihave baan improwsd and costs reduced
on the Shrewsbury to Abarysteyth,
Cambrian coast and Ceniral Wales
lines.*

Increased partnarship botween local
authorities and BR was the best way of
halping to secure the fulure of Welsh
railways and of achieving increased
iocal fmvolvemant, and hé would write

to all lecal authorities in Wales rémind-
ing them of the powers available and
urging them to consider how they might
make use of tham. BR would welcome
the opportunity to woark mone closalhy
with Walsh authorities and build on the
successful joint Inltistives alroady taken.

Tunnel hazards: Severn trains
regulated

FEBRUARY 27 Gareth Wargel
iLab. Gowser) asked the minister if ha
would introduce lagislation to regquire
that trains carrying hazandows materials
were not permitted to pass through
wnneds more than 100 metres long ol
thix smie time as passanger trains.

Mr. Mitchell, in a written reply, said:
“No. This would place an umsarranted
resiriction on the movement of haz-
ardous goods by rail, which has a good
gafety rocord in this country. The
inspoctor ingquiring into the derailment
and subsaguent fire in Summit tunnel
isst December is, howewar, axamining
the possible need for more control of the
mavement of hazardous goods trains
through tunnals.

“BR already regulates trains passing
through the Severn Tunnel, so &s (o
ansurg thol passengear trains ane not in
thi tunnel at the sama time as trains
conveying hazardous goods.”

Bill to end tolls on
Forth and Tay bridges

MAY 7 Gordan Brown (Lab. Dun-
fermiling E) presanted a Bill to abolish
toils on the Forth and Tay road bridges.
which was given a formal first reading.

He zaid that Fife was the only county
in Britpin where people had io pay talls
on the south as they entered and on the
north 8s they left. The Govermmant
could not satisfectorily ecplain to any-
one the criterla whareby tolls were
saleciivaly imposed.

Eleven million vahicles crossed the
Forth bridge ewvery year, It was an
indispensible part of tha British motor-
way system. Tha cost of aboloshing
tolls would ba small, but the scanomic
benafit in uninterrupted flow of ratfic
would be substantial.

Bus operators to be
reduced to tiny units

MAY 21 Mrs. Gwyneth Dunwoady
(Shadow Transport Secratary) heawily
eriticised the Transport Bill, which is
concernad with the privatisation of
buses. “Competition is at the haart of
our policy for buses™ sald Mr. Mitchall,

Mrs. Dunwoody said the National Bus
Cormpany and other bus Gparalors wors
apparently to be brokan down into tiny
units. At present the co-ordinstion of
timetabling and services was of most

usa to the travallar.

M. Mirchail said the Governmant was
taking away the spacial, privileged pos-
ition of the bus industry and making it
like amy other industry in that it had to
compele, without cartelisation or prica

rigging.

HOUSE OF LORDS

TUCC procedure not good
enough, peers are told

JULY 29 Lord Carmichasl of Kel-
virgrowve [Lab.), in a debate an the
Transpori Bill, moved an amendment to
require proposad line closures to ba the
subject of & publie enguiry, rathaer than
& TUCC haaring. “This is basically a bus
Bill," he said, *but railwey closures have
serious implications for the highway
systam.”

If BR wished to inithate a replacem.
bus sarvica, tha Bill ghouwld make it clear
that the Transport Users” Consuliative
Commities procedurs would have to ba
invaked. Thera had boen public dissatis-
faction with replacemant bus sendeas;
many hed bean pramised to run for two
years but had only lasted a yoar or Six
months.

It was alse imparant that tha proce-
dure for & raill closure was changed;
samathing batweon the existing TUCC
inguiry and & much mone detalled one.

The Earl of Caithness (raplisd for the
Govarnmeant) that the suggestion that &
piblic anquiry might ba mora approp-
riatn than a TUCE hearing was not naw,
but the Governmant was nol
1o alter the long-standing procedures
for dealing with closure cates.

Undar the provisions in the Bill, tha
BR board might include & proposal
socure provision of & bus substitutio.
garvica in place of rail. This servics had
@ chance of getting subsldy and grant,
It would ba protected and could only ba
removed after extonsive consideration.

Lovd Carmichasl sald that in the sarly
days of falrly small branch ling closwres,
thera was a good case for local TUCCs
to look ot tham, Rail closures waere now
fairty imporiant ones, such as Setile -
Carlisle, or the inter-city line bebwean
Laads and Sheffield. Thers was also the
Glasgow — Kilmacolm line down 1o
Paisley, whene the local sutharity man-
aged 1o get & wides Inguiry than would
have baan obtained from a TUCC, which
was groatly restricted and only allowed
1o deal with hardship. There was dis-
satisfaction with the procedurs and tha
public were asking for more. Certainly
somaething would be done; perhaps it
would be appropriate in another kind of
Bilx,

The amendment was withdrawn.

—
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