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No more rail closures

In his address to the A.G.M. in Bristol on 26th April
the Chairman, Me flanks, rominded members £hat the Govoerns
ment had come to pewnr on the eve of our 1979 meobing. 50
far the new Minlster of Transport Lad denied any threat of
"substantial” rail closuves. Wwhat was "subskanbial® was
open bo doubt but the Society's policy was beyond ioubb
and we would fight even one clesure. B.1, neasdeil develiop=
ment net contraction,

Héra,_however, thae secyndary lines safe for the futute
in the light of the Government's cuts 4n public exponditure
and the Lfact that most of the rolling siock was very ol
Apd due for Lhe scrap heap? The answer appsared bo he NU
for, whilst the botal budget For transport was boing cut
by £16%n, the sum allocatad for new roads aud mnintenancs
had been increansed by £ilm. So where was Lhe money coming
from Tor the new rolling stock? Would fthe secomlary sarv-
ices literally die of old age? It was our Jjobh ko seo bhnb
this did not happen,

A Study carried ont by B,R. and Lesds inivevsity ind-
icated that railway investwent in Briftain is lower tihau
that lor any other counbry of the BERC and this was elearly
tlie basic reason for the shovtcowings of our raiiways. The
spencting of £200m. on a new Mﬁ(), rimning as b wounld para-
Llel with the wrlerubilised Bipminghom — Soubhampbton rail-
way was n disgrace, particularly as the oil may have run
out by the timo it is (inished. Was the timing of 1ts anu-
ouncement, on the eva of Good Friday, done far a puvpose?

£200m, coutd be bettor spent on building a Chapnel
Tinnel which would bring untoeld benefit o Hritish Rail
and to the nalional economy. For if bthe French paid halt
of the cost we could have a tannel for the cost ol bwo
M0, or of one Jumbic Jet a year fur seven yoars and even
ihis wounld be less than the £1,000 million wedklten off for
tha dovelopment of "Coucorde™ | A Tunnel wonld net only
provide an all-weather Link with France but would balp to
reditee the amount of "inggernant”™ traffic, p;u"i:;i.rtulw-_fi,\f
through the Sonth Kask,

Turning to anobthsy Tunnel he referced Lo e threatb-
enad closurs of the slecipified Woodhead reute across thae
Pennines where the Socvieby and B,R. wers pnins apart, NDes-
truction of this valuable asset, like thé sccondury serve
lees, musk not be Allowed but wilhout @ stntllf’“l'}' precadure
For freight-only lines objectors must insist thalt sowme Vorm
of public inguliry i= heid in this casf.

After rotevring to the btwo books which bie Sovieby has

produced on khe cural sorvises (S2e pe3) he monttoned the

National Conference of Rail Users! Groups held in Merch of

this vear (:Se—:fe p.f_’») and finatily urged the peopla of HBristol
r e | |

to press on and build theiz proposed "Metro', ["Vi'l/.lk‘ﬂ
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BRANCH LINE CLOSURES - THE SOCIETY VINDICATED

teapite lhe assurance by the Minister, reported in our
lastk dssue, that there would be no "substantial" puts in
flie rail network, B.it. is still expected to go abead with
talks with tho Government, during the Summer, into the 1im-
ited replacemont of some underutilised rail sarvices by
buses, Whilst these proposals are likely to be less exien-
sive than the U1 sevvices over 900 miles, denied last year,
they ars expected fo cover a dozen or so little used branch
lines in the West Country, East Anglin and the Noyith but
not such substantial cross—country lines as Norwich - Birm-
ingham, the Central Wales line or those vorth of [nverness.

: One reason why the West Country has heeon singled out

.)mlrl be the present impasse between the China (lay Indus—
try and B.R,. over who should pay {fur the new moderi wagons
which both agree are urgently needed if the sapvice is to
be run efficiently. Nevertheless as the China Clay prod-
tHeers already have their own extensive rond haunlage vndec—
baking to fall back on the only people who are likely to
suffer ave those hundreds of road aide dwellors who wonld
have toe put up with the extra lorriea thundering by, but
more particularly those vail vsers whose passengey servieces
would have to bear the full cost of keeping thom open once
Ehe china clay traffic had gone.

In the light of B,B's curvent financial position (=ee
p.li) arvising from the Governmentl!s sgueeze on espenditiare
and fho recent wage settlement they will nndoubtedly seek
tao contain subsidies as the vailve of P,S.0. Grani rapidly
decveases, both in amount and 4n real terms, and soek to
concentrate investmont on profitable Tlows of freiaht,
initer«cliy passenger and the South East commuier services
- the latter, no doubt to placate the Monopnlies Commrni,

Whilst some concessions are likely to be miade by the
consideration of low-cost innmovations on rural lines whleh
are fo be kept open, such as cheaper level crossings and

‘1,::'11.0 control in place of signalliug, up to now strongly
prosed by management and unieons, further rail closures of
the kind contemplated would represent the economics of the
madbouse for as we have seen in the Socieby's publication
"Can Bus Replace Train?® buses can never he o substitutce,
Bhether Lhey carry a B.R,, N.B.C, or other aynhol they are
going o be just as prone te acclidents and delays as any
aobher rond vehiecle, yvyel as our later work "Your Loecal
Trains in the B0s?" has sbown, unless the investment is
forthocoming now some of the services will have Lo be aban-
doned as the rolling stock cxpires of old age.,

* Copine available from RDS Sales, Latymer, The brive,
Belmont, Surrey, SM2 7DJ hOp, & Ghp, resp. incl. postage,




Net only have tha C.T.C.C, rojected the bus/rail re-
gi:c;m:nte;dea (see previous dissue Pt} but a reﬁent rep-
ﬂillmanyauJOApOlicY-Stuaigs Institute, editod by Hayer
i oy s T?e ¥Whalley, bas now proved convlusively that,
Pl Pk 1 an artlfle in the "Sunday Times" - "the
PRl eal communities® from the Beechig closures "have
: ar deepor fthan officlal redictions had allowed" and

its authe ; i iEi
5011n“8=-r, Gareth Huw Davies, summed up the posibtien aa

n
: I¥ now meems that all bhose anti-Boeching protestars
whose volces wore heard at hundreds of publie inguiries
up‘and down tha couniry, were absolutely right, ILoocal
raillway closures have indesd led to considerabie incnﬁw
venience and even hardship in rural communitios,® (

"We told you se" is the only rea ; i
the Socia?y'can avoks for both HTI.S.sgggbéfbfggpzzjz ;:::h
saying this for more venrs than can bhe ramwmher;d énd npcr e &
of the conclusions of the Teport @ {e.p, that aountf} 4w;;w
lers have roespondeod in the ouly way possihie i.m.'kf hﬁfih
wore cars or travelling less) have all been rovesled in <
past surveys. Not cnly ot but the report confirms ﬁﬁr
owi conclusions that dn their Final FOOrs wany of tlhie mepye.
LS wore wsed by-oat lessd 50% of the lmcal.ﬂ#umunfaw et
that many a reluctant motorist would prefer to go by :rmi,
if there were still sne to travel on, i P

: Fu?th?f commwn? ia Sherefora superfiveus becnuse we
lave said it all before at vne time or anether - the avi-
dence is all there in tho arehives of the Snciaty'& const-
ttuent bodies, fnly succaessive Goverrmenta Seom nuahih to
#rasp the realibty of the situation and i1 it is ‘o faféin
any sewblonce of credibility the present onw is guiug,ﬁﬂ
Qav& to Lind a much wors convincing argummnf fnr’th%in-
forther xall services than those hiwked areund hu.datél&

@ The Social Cunsequences ol Rail Closures, P.5.7., E
1-2, Castic Lave, Loudon SWIE 6DN  Prices £, 50

This is the age of the train o ¢

This very appropriate slogan has been volned by
Br@tish Rail for a new and comprehensive advertising cam-
prign to be presented by Mr Jimmv Saville, ORE, Bl

"Owzabout that then?® f

‘With this issue...

"IN PARLIAMENT"™ ~ "MEMBERS iIANDBOOK? - "M,0.SUPPLEMENT

Users’ groups demand government action

The first National Confereonce of Rail Users Groups’
organised by the RPS in London on March 29th unanimously
pasand a Resolution doploring "the failure of succeasive
governmenis to provide urgently needed ianvestment capital
for kthe re-equipment and development of British Rail's
sacondary rall services", It went on to urge the Govern-
meng to provide additional Tinancial support for this pur~
pose over the next five years. Copies of the Resaiution
have beon seant to the Socrebary of State for Transport,
the Chancollor and the Chairman of British Rail.

RDE Vige-Chairman Dr, M.P.L.Caton, the first speaker
! the cenferonce, warned nf the danger el "closure by

defauit®, The present Trunsport Minister had been rathoyr
more definite than some of his predecessors about promis~
ing "no substantial closures", Indeed it would be polik-
ical suicide in this enorgy conscious age tu propose pass
eclosures, However, we had the problem of au vailway syslem
starverld of investment in which services could sinply die
oaf old age. Ia these circumstances certain P.H, wanwers
were suggesting that a policy of closures apd bus replace-~
menk could be Collowed in some areas, "He must oot let
aven one closare siip through® insisted Dr Caton. "We
mush not fall for any cowmpromiscs. The nelwork has alrem
ady been pruned £ the bone. We wist press for a posit-
ivo invesbtment policy in the secundary services; and the
Government miust be aware of the growing public opinion
about the need to keep and develop cur vatlwayva,”

Owver 50 people attended the Conference, representing
more than 25 different local Groups fems London, Fast
Anglin, Bedfordshire, Warwickshirs, Lincolnshire, York-
shire, Lancashire, Gloucestershire, Devon, Sussex and
Kent, Each Group explained its achievements and problems
{and it was intoresting to see how experloncas were often

@i_milnr in different parts of the counbtry) i.e. problems
L}

mised by the Troperty Board; by lines being in two B R,
ivisiona; or in two Countbties, Questions included:~

shonld Groups parsue individual complaints?, concentrate
on genexral promotion?, criticise B.R, in publliec?., % tackie
vamtalism at unmanned afations? For bthe HDE My T.J.Garrod
spoke on how the Sociefy could help local users! groups,
(poiuting out that the RDS had taken the initiakive In the
formation of several such groupa} and was able to help
wibth reseavch, publicatiouns, exhibition material, provision
of specialist speakers, amd many othey ways,

A report of the Conference is now being prepared and
RDG National Chairmaa, Mr R,V.Banks togother with br Caton
and B, Auglia Branch Chalrman S,F.Wilkinson hope to meet
Transport Minister, Norman Fowler eavly in June to put to
him the case for the secorndary lines,




B.R’s harsh success

In 1979 British Rail made an operatinounal surplus of
£70.,2u, but interest and other financial charges reduced
this to a net tosa of LHO0,000, 1In his Annual ieport, Sip
Peter Parker stated that unless investment levels are vai-
sed by 30% just to raplace worn out assets the CONLOgUail-
ces would be; lower standards of speed, frequenay, comfork
angd reliability., B.R.B, was presging the Covernment for
more financial flexdibility, but is justiy proud that in
1979 the total passenger/miles travelled on B.R. {eatim-
atod at 19,990m) sxceaded the 1962 pre-feeching Lotal of
19, T72m. despite a subsequent vaduction in passongey 1rouie
miles, However, during 1979 three out of eveory 10 schod-
uled passenger trainsg were cancelled and 12 out of every
100 trains arrived at their destination more than 5 min
late., These statistice raflected a further detervioration
over B.R's 1978 poarfocmance .

More investment needed

The Government has accepbed B.R's claim Uor passen-
e support paymenbs of £552,500,000 for 19850, This sum
represonts £10 & yenr for each person in Grealb Britain
and i3 very good value, Revenue from fares in 1980 is
expected Lo be L9T0m. A situdy undertaken by hLoods Unive
arsity has revealed that low inveabment in I.H. is the
cause of low freight and passenger tralfis and cherafore
higher charges and fares, The study compared other Eur-
opsan ratlwavs and found H.R's performance was good but
confirmed that our rail freight manpower Lls sxcessive,
B.R. scored in track and stock utilisation, FEuropean
aystems woere found te have more taxpayoer support, parts
tecularly Tor stock reonewal, slectrification amd newy
track, which ali helped to improve efiiciency and the
atiractiveness of rail. Copics of the Report, abk just
over £12.60, are available from the B.R. B,

FARE ATTRACTIONS ¢

The Suadish success =tory of cutting fares by some
404 and achieving a £12m, incresse in revenue, is snow
fairly vell known, Efforts to seocure a similar policy
in Britain have begn refusaed GCovermment backing. Never-—
theless B.R's Family Radlecard is handsomely succecding
in getting families off the yoad and onto wall fox leis-
ure travel. Of the 60,000 families who have so far in-
vested in the €12 Aunual Card, some 28% would nok have
otherwise made the journeys 24% would have goue by CAT ,
and (2% by coach,

Channel Tunnel

Tt is now clear that there is considerable support and
strong economic reasons for building the £650m. Channel Turie
nal., Mr Fowler, Transport Minister, gave an encouraging
but nop-committal statement on 19th March pending receipt
of a study report by Sir Alexander Cairncross in the Summer,

¥hilst the BR/SNCF project is for a 31 mile single

brack tunnel. there are thoughts that Sir Alex may advocate

a two track tunmel, Despite the Government's unwillingness
to provide publie fTunds for up to 40% of the costs, the
Chunnell is considered by B.R.y, 5.N.C.F., and the E.E,C, to
be a profitable venturse vhich should make 13.4% in its First

2, Vaszst savings in fuel are also expected in cross-~chan-

filights. Mr Roy Jesnkins, President of the E.E.C. Commu-

isslion has given his backing to the Tumnel and the Commissw-
ioner for Transport, Mr Richard Hurke, has indicated Lthat
Common Market funds may be available for up to 20% of the
cosbs

Mr Jehn Nott, U.K, Trade Secretary, has also made it
cleur that the decision to expand Stanstead Airport is bas-
et on khe forecasted opening of the Charnel Tunnel reliev-
iag short-haul air traffic, B.R's discussions with comEmer-
cial bankers for the majerity Finaneial backing has been en—
couragings. Work on the Tunnel could start in 1964 and Lhe
"oomparatively simple® task complobted in 1988, The 25KV sc
aslectrie Erains would have driving cabs at eaelr end far
push=-pull working. A new Chunnel freight bransfer ceantee
is planned at Lille and freight trains {now to inciude Ho-
toraii) will have locomotives fromt abd rear. The G.L.C.
te Inooking at B.R!'s preferred West Brompton, londnn Terme
inal along with other sitesy and journeys of k& uours bet-
ween London and Paris or Brussells are expected,

{1’ the same the whole world over

Lo train cn danger e mort - Sauvons<=lel" or "The
(, low Erain is in danger of death ~ lets save iti" was
¥slogan ropeatedly found around the Pyrennes last Swmner,

The train in question is a mebre gauge Jrd rail sloc-
trde and runs from La Tour de Carel to Villeiranche, thro.
an aven wvery popular with tourists clase to the Spanish
border, The t1ains are nearly 70 years old and look it.

Yot they are vovry popular especialiy with the touriests foo
whom special open carriages are added to the multiple units,
A petition was being organised by the local raitlwaymen,
posbers were stuck to the trains and station walls with ax-
hibitions and wmestings elsewhere, The SNCF adwils the need
tor investment in the much needed rolling stock but says it
has not got the moneyl Now where have we heard that bhefore?

T.JIG.



FREICGHT REPORT

B,L, Uses B.R, - 1In addition to the already well estab-
lished wovement of vehicles and parts for Longbridge, B.R,
have secured the movement of trucks, chasis, vans and tra~
ctors frem its Scotitish works at Bathgate, for delivery
every weekday to Kings Norton and Harwich, The vehicles
are carried on car flats and lowliners for large lorries
and B,R., is hoping to further develop the full potential
of this traffic in the Specdlink service,

Any Train Mail ? -~ The Pust 0ffice has, in recent time"
}

been moving away from its traditional nse of rail for
cross—country bauls of mail and has increasingly tuvned

to alr and road instead. Pollewing pressure from its own
hoavy lorry lobby the Postal organisation is now operating
long distance road heulage of the mails betwean such plac—
es as Dizmingham and Notbingham or Manchester, Also a nat-
work of light aireraft converge on Liverpeool at 24,00 every
night with First Class wail from Cardiff, Bristol, Birming-
ham, Norwich and other centres. The G.P.0. has recently
criticised B8,.R's erratic mail train ryunning and even some
cancellations (notably at Southend) and appears to be umd-
uly anxious to loose ita ties with its longstanding, faith-
ful and hardworking rail ally., 8.R. is of course well-fit=
ted to carry mail and there are wmany sites next to stations

which can be used to lLocate sorting and transhipment centres
We hope the GPO posture is only to secure befter rail tra-

nsits and that B.R. can find wavs of improving its mall
carrying.

Heavy Freight - Freightliner pow bas two 1,600 ton rail
container scervices. Following the Glasgow - Nottingham
facility dis the new Swanspa/Cardiff - Loadon service and
both sun with 25 wagons hauled by Class 56 locomotives 5
days a week in each divection,. ‘

New Locomotives = British Rail ls planning a new and

moyre powerful series of diesal Treight iocompntives. Desig-
nated the Claas 98 Lheir shape will be rabhor Tike o class
20 but longer and with a cab at each end.

Ford Pirst - On Jamuary 15th the first train ran over
the new 13 mile freight branch to the Ford Mobtor Uo's
Bridgend engine plant, A train of VTG wagons brought case
tings frowm Dagenham amvl outward flows will include comp-
leted englines for Morsovside and West Germany, Tho branch
has a level crossing controiled by a.h.ba over a trunk
road and a new 130' rivexy hridge.
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RAJLFRELGHT '79 = Britiszh Rail Chief Frelipght Manager,

= ney Sanderson, repovied bhat Railfreipbt made a loss of
£9m, in 1979, One of the principal causes was the £173m.
pxtra costs arising from bhe c¢hronic shovbage of locomol-
jves, This wes parbicularly tragic as thers was plenty of
froight traffic on offer which will now be very havd &o
vebricve from road haulievs, iHappily ihe loco mainbtenance
and supply problems have uow improvaed, The big sgaccess
story is B.R's coal movement during 1979, The glant CRGH
ateliffe power station In Mottlnghamshire received T,
tons of coal by merry-go-rvound trains abt a rabr of 25 psr
dny, each week, off-loading 1,100 bonsa,  Mr Sanderson is

"—mking to Speedliink to maiunlain its swccess breod; is

eking a continued reduction in the old wagonlead systom;
and urging » fight to oblain more Sec, 8 Grants for new
rail freight sidings.

Sasdly the recont steel slrike has lest I1.R. an incowe
of £2m. a weok, Daring 19850 dimprovesd manpower efficiency
and pracbtises in the vaitfreight fieold mist be secured to
help B.R, maintain a compotbilbive role, B,R., Parcols ach-
teved n small surplus and Red Gtar service caryyings rose
by 10% to continue the story of growtlh in this promium
area of business,. Freighiliner recovered ivom logses
early in the vear and prodoced a Uinal epaerating surplus
of £2m,, mote bhaw double fhat of 1978,

MHALLFRELGITT O JUGLGERNAUTT"

Mew and liot from the printers is thie RDE publication
"Railfreight or Juggernaut?” Sixteen pages of views,
facts and comuents on the issues suvrounding the loager
diztance movement of our goods by road and by rTail,

Phe book is & must for mombers and all others con-
covped with this often emobtive issue, Gebk your copy NOWL
from RDS Sales (address on p.3) 47p. incl. postoges

JR. Hopes for Grain Traffic -~ fBritish Rail bave anuou-
coid a hid to atbtract new grain traffic to rail in conj-
unclbion wikh the private compauy Traflic Services Litd.,
who will operate a fleel of Ponlybhulk wagons which would
ran within the Speediink service, The now Grain Trains
are due to oun betiween Basbk Anglis and Soubtbern Scotland
nnder the brand name "Grainilow"

PAKENIIAM = Thvee months after the origlnal closure dend--
line freight tcaffic is still {April) belog handled at
fFakeoham and the RPS has pledged ite contimied suppoert to
the Local NUR efferts ton kecp the line opun., The fertil-
izer traliie, in train Ferry wagons from the continent,
has now bopped 1,000 touves since it started last Sumwer,




Tax relief on fares _

An 80U poage report was submitied to M.l's amnd Trausport
Authorities on 6Gth March by the Westminster Chamber of Com-
merce who are sceking Lo reduce the cost of commnter trave
el by measures including the ecall for tax relief on fares,

The report entitled "Travelling to Work" wns compiled
by a Working Partyv after a survey of some 30,000 commuters
in London, Glasgow, Manchester, Cardiff and Birmingham in
April and May last year, They found that The average com-
muter paid £8,57 a week to travel and bthat fare increanses
have since brought this up to £10.28, The Report says
that the sheer cost of travel has led to individnal hardg)
ship and to the decline of our inner cities. They find %
that commuting is essential to the maintenance of industry |
and commerce in Inner City areas and thal the rising cost l
of commuting is showing up in the incresasing difficnities
in obtaining starf, pavticularly younger people starting l
A career. The Report's main recommendations aro:-

- To establish tax alliowance for travel expenses up |
to a top level of £%00 per annum where the cost of |
travel eoxceeds £100 p.a.

- To establish cheaper fares on all journeys where

the destination is reached before 8.0. a.m. 1
- To introduce transport discount certificates for 1
sale to the public as qualification for season ticket 3
discounts, w

The Report alsoe recommends that commubter interests
should «lso be represeuted on the main and regional boards
of D.R, and L,T. in comparison with foreign counterparis
the BDritish Commuter is paying more foxr ibravel aund the RUS
shares the hope of the Westminster Chamber of Commerce
that the Govermment will act to dimprove the commuter's lot.

(

e ———

HONG KONG SUCCESS

On 1%th February, Hong Kong's 9.7 mile undervground
mass-transit railway {I‘-ITR) was opened. 1t cost £530m,,
includes 15 stations, and a 1} mile submerged tonvel, -

Despite the huge cost the MTR is expected to become
profitable after 12 yvears amovtisation, British Companies
had to take over the rall contracts after the Japanese
pulled out, and we completed the joh on time and within
tihe budgetl G.E,C., Metro-Cammel and Westinghouse are now |
hoping for coniracts to modernise China's railwny syvstem,

SHARES IN B.R.

In line with Government wishes plans are being made
to introduce private Capital into R.R's non-rail socbor.
A holding company has been suggested to enable B,R. and
private shavcholders to have a joint stake in the Motels,
Shipping and Property sectors which made a trading proiit
in 1978 of £19m,

EEC MONEY FOR ROADS

e ¥ho else but the PBribish Road Federation could have
L %% affrontery to demand BEEC Transport Punds for such new
road schemes as Lhe A1-M1 link; bhe M4O: the ALk Bangor -
Chester routej the MU5 Telford voute; and many others
amoigst a total of 50 Eurvpean highway projecis, sugpesl-
ed by the European Roads Federation as suitable for Cowmn-
on Market finance. Nof one schome improves transport
Links between membev nations of the EEC and it is8 vet an—
other blatent attempt by the "road gang” to impuse wore
concrete, more noise, and more heavy lorrics on the peo=
ple of Britain. Obvieously the EEC would obtain far bebs-
or value for money by dinvestiing wisely in the Channel
Tunnel and rail elecirification of the existing and under
used B.R, routes to the ports of Holyhead, Ipswich and
Southampborn,

EIB £25M FOR HST

A.£28m, loan has been made by the Buropean Invest-
ment Bank to BRP bowards the £50m, cost of buillding 18
HSTs for the NE/SW services and to improve depots Lor HST
maintenance., Thisg is the fourth year that loans lLotalling
£R0m, have been granted to B.R. by the E,.I.H. and as "Rail
news" put it "it shows that someone up there" has confid-
nce in the rallway industry and is in full support of
(f g further advancement as a vital part of the nation's
Gednomhy . "

RAIL APPEAL!

1t is interesting to nobke the increasing practise of
soma» of B.R's competitors Lo sneak rail connetations to
promote their road haulage interests, The National
Freight Corporation's BRS parcels business now has a {1-
eet of vans and lorries brightly lahelled under the name
"Roadline"; the G,P,0. has inkroduced an "Express Dost"j;
dolivery van servicej; and more recently B.lL. are market-
ing their new lorry cab as the "Roadlrain" | Presumably
this tactiec reflects 2 credit npon our railways?
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Woodhead must be kept e

The call of the RDS aml NCIT for a public inguiry in-
to the Woodhend 1line closure proposals has beon ncnand.rr .
Ray Buckton, Goneral Secrotary of ASLEF, who said "We I:un‘k
Fhat B.R. stionld have consulted the local pouvple.,. 1f khe
Board is =so¢ surve of its case why- doesn't &L consent bo a
public inguiry?" #%hile closure might save monev In Hmuj*
short bterm it would, in the long fForm, mean o.urjn'mmts av‘r' ;-
jional expense to the bnxpayer. The Waodhend ]_lnrl\'.r:mlls .n{:
converted to 23KV a.c, relatively cheaply (some €20m.) but
if 1t were closed B,R, would have to a}.t:cl"f"if)_' ;.u‘!cl!'-hl-\t‘ ‘It‘-'\-
us=vennine route at a possible cost of £200 million. Thﬁ
Eunnels on the other Trans-—Pannine rovies are old and requ-
ire constant and expensive maintenance; vet the Hv?dhead
Tunnel is modern nnd well-majntained and ml.\r'('nv;\r“:el !.h-q..
only one in the aren that can take easily the BI'6" contain-
exr traffic.

Although H.R. seems to think thal bhe fone "1‘1.‘:1:)5-[’(-!:1:1-
ine routes ure "pavallel", this contradlicts what it 5?Ld in
1965 in Jis sucrvey of the major trunk 1.'01{{-98., !‘1.[1‘. '!h:a 1,!“=£n
a massive publiecity vampaign ian favour of closure nE grea
expense, 1f the freight route went t?e Greaitsr Hanuhast?r
Pt E. would have bo incar an extra f£zm. a year ’I:u' 0301..";; el
the GGlossop cleclbric service., The campaipgn to save Woods
head must go on and the RD3 will play its pari,

R.D.S. DIARY

JUNE =~ 21sb - 220d Y“YWHEELS BO® = ROS will be repres~
ented with a stand at this Tranusport Rally at :;u Ehallk
S . . ury * r e is=—  Teda.tGareol
Showground further details from: Lads i
‘1‘"}, C.!'.nplmm Road, Lowestoft, Sutfolk, Ni3I2Z IRQ

29tk = RDS & SMTRUA are ko run a spreial train
from Sudbury Lo Bhay ingham, Furthor detbail 3 .fra.mx-
M.J.Davies, 45, Elm Road, Sudbury, Sutfolk,

JULY = d3th ~ RDS & ADRAC are to run a special t‘r'rﬁ_n(
Tirom Reepham to Yarmouth, Further detalls 1com:-
J.Melarter, York House, Church Streetb, :
Reephan, NRI€ N

27th -~ RDS & WyRFHRAC are to rum a speecial beain
Iyom Dereiam to Shevingham, Furtheor cmtn_'a t s ij_‘am:-—
J.S.Hll, Cvdonia Cokbfage, Sktation koad, Yaxham,
Derehamn, Norfoll

AUGUST - 16Glh ~ 17th - LEA VALLEY NATIONAL WATERWAYS
FESTIVAL -~ RDS will be represented with a stand ab
This gatheving, near (lapton, of up to H‘ﬂ,'u(}“ uai.;a.r—
way Blllthu!'iﬂsts, Further details and offers to mnn
stand to:—- G.L.Callett,

62, Glanville Road, Bromley Keub, HBR2 9LV

H

REGIONAL NOTES -

LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

Hope that B,R. would introduce cross London services
was given a litle oncouragement by London & South East
Passenger Manager, Philip Satchweli at a public meeting in
Kilburn on 4th March. His subject was the West Hamps tead
Interchange -~ the proposal te connect the North London,
Jubilee, Motropolitan and L.M. lines at a point where they
cross in West End Lane, Kilbumm, 1f implemented West Ham-
stead could provide a terminus for S.R.trainsg when Snaow
Hill ta re~opened to provide a link from Blackfriars te
Farringdon, No benefit to the travelling publie could be

"roduced so cheaply as this achema bul Mr Satchwell im-
‘ ed that oven this would have to wait until the finances
o, B.R. and bhe counbyry as a whole improved. .

Turning to a less well known cross London link, i.e.
Clapham Junc. - Olympia -.Willesden, he saw this as having
mich less patontial, BHe that as it may both could be util-
tsed tu provide much needed services with minimal expend-
iture, other than some track layiong and poeeibly new stat—
ions, The Branch Rail Dovelopment Sub-Commitfce ja thero-
preparing a report on khias important subjlect of Cross-
London Links, v

With the steadily growing nembarship, now over 200,
ways are bheing sought to invelve wmembers in local campaipgns
in particular by the formation of further rall users HIOupSs
and a start is bolng made wikh the Stratford - MN,¥Woolwich
liste where a survey of Iosal opinion is o be undertaken
durdog the coming menbhs, Althoush 1t is now Just a vear
since the service was axtended +o Camdan Head with now sha-
tioms, includisg an interchange wiih ©.7T. at West Ham, pro~
vided with movey from the GoluCay reliablility is still mumah
to be desired dus to a severe shortage of guards,

Finally it is pleoasing to note that fellowing exhort-
gliions to "¥Fly the Tubhe" the nuwhber of paseengers utdlising
l v LeT, Jlink te Heathrow increasad by 1 milliion to reash a
record of 9 miilion in 1979,

WEST MIDLANDS

The best news in the Weost Midianda has bheonu the 130%
increase in passenger Journeys on the local commmter seryve
ires over the last Tive years. us over 57,000 PAESengesrs
a day now travel by ftrein in avcd out of the city centre.
The increase rauges from 305 on the Walsall route to 267%
on the Shiriey linoe,

On 10fh April W.M,.County Council decided o provida
a new "rail” 1link bo Lhe nearhy intornational station from



1h

tho airport, on the Coventry - Birmingham line, 1in the
form of driverless car size vehicles running at up teo 30
mph along a 600 yard., concrete track. The Council is ia-
vesting £1im, in a consortium with B.,R, and Midliand Ind-
ustry for the ©3m. scheme, Meanwhile protesis by the
Branch Commiktee, during March, against the WMPTE plan to
spend £10m, on 170 mew buses inatead of new tralns went
unhesdeod,

We have argued ithat there is a far greater need to
replace 21 yesr old suburban diesel trsins than 12-15 v,
old buses, and are urging the PTE to buy some of the new
clags 210 DEMUsS o give the much needed extra acceleration
comfort, sliding doors and other benefits, The County
Couneil has also proceaded, against our heavy protests,
to purchase the 2 mile track beiween Handsworth Junec, and
Swan Villapge from B,R. for a footpath lovolving work to
the bridges and earthworks, This vital mid-seclionu of
the ex UWR Snow Hill -~ Wolverhampton line will sever ope-
rational freight lines at either end aud prevent re—open-
ing of the West Bromwich line which was tha subject of an
RDS Public Meeting on 27th March, addressod by Polker
Snape, M.P, and attended by over BC pecpla,

Also in March an interesting issue arose vegarding
the rTight to vevenue from local rail serxvices, In desdid-
ing to introduce exira trains between Birmingliam and Wors-
cestershire towas the shire county feund that P.R. was
obliged to hand over all fares for jouraeys mide on the
New Street - Longbridpge section to the WMPTE, ‘“This arose
bepatse B.R, operates the Longbrvidge tiains Foxr the PTE
under a Sec, 20 agreemont and the sxtra Woercestershire
trains would form extensions of the PTE traing bhetwaen
Longbridge and Hromsgrove/Redditch, The shire county
arguned that as the PTE would be incurring no extra costs
and the W.M., would benafit by less recad coengestlon and
mainbenance the revenue from Worvecestershire passanpers
shouid all go towards the cost of the extra trains, buat
aias the PTE are ingisting that as they provided the ‘
trains in the ficrst place and have to carey the Worcest—
ershice passongers for 50% of the journer then half of
the revenue pust remaln with the P.T.E,

EAST ANGLIA

This years series of RDS special trains got of to
2 £ood stark with 555 passengers carried on o longest
train vet, @ 9 coach loco-haaled train te Lomdon From
Swavescy and other stations on the former Uambridge -
St. Lyves line on Sat, 12th April, The track lube St.
fves was 1ifted during the Winter but the RDS will be
watching for any developments which wmight obstruct the
Lyackbed and inhibit Lts resbtoration,

15
The Dranch held a meeting in Colchester on 2ist Maroh
when the regicon's lakest users' group was Cormed, This
move followed complainfs Irom commuters about the unreliable
and overcrowded trains. Farvlier in the year some 50 members
atbended the Branch A,G.M, at lpswich on 19th January and
feard of a 1% dincrense in membership in 1979, The meebting
was ihen addressed by Mr (G.,0.8.Clarke, B.R's Divisional
Manager for Norxwich, whe said that #B,R's prospects wera so
good that they were beginning to encounter planming problems
A possible new station Tor Pelixstowe (Maritime} was men-
tioned together with a proposed Ipawich - Blrmingbem service
to relleve overcrowding on the Harwich - Manchester boat
trains, .

The Branch hes woelcemed B.R's gradual inteosduction of

taturblished 3 car DMUs in the Norwich Division as a step
ait ihe right direction. Comwenis bave now been submitted
on the Norfelk P,T,.P, buft regretably this docuwent fails to
explain the 7% incresse in local paytrain usage over 1979,
or the possible implications of this trend on future poli-~
civs, The Branch has alse lodged an objection to the latbw
st lpswich Dy-pass proposnals - which include a section
deemaed unnecessary by the Inspector at the 1977 Ingquicy and
hiave therefore asked the Dept. of Transport what studies,
if any, have heen made into the rail alternatives, as reec~
omaended by the (978 Report of the Leitech Commitites.

YORKSHIRE & CLEVELAND

The North Yorkshive Structurs Plan Inguiry, beld in
Yerk dealt with the fransporl prevosals on 2ist March,
Howsver, the ondly crganisstions allowed to give evidenoce
wire the local Councilsy the Mine. of Ap.; C.P.R.E, and the
A it was ptabted Phat an apnuual subsidy of £750,000 is
given to the bus services, but the rele of xrail truvel wi-
Ehin e County was dismissed in a single sentepce,

Tn West Yorkshire the Panels report and the Secrefary
€ State's modifications to the W.Y. Structure Plan have
nmon published, Whilst it is stabted that diszused railway
Joarmations will be saleguarded, where appropriate, in case
they are needed in the Tuture, the Secrvetary of Stave has
siruck ont the Panoells proposals te encourage development
likely to genavabte rail trafiic. The Branch has therefave
lodgerd an chjection o this actiovn.

The roil sidings at both Skelton Grange Generating
station in Leeds and at WakeTield have been cloused and
coal 1s now being deliveved Ly road, tbough at Wakefield
this is sald only to be a femporary measure. An agreoment
between J1.R. and Messrs: Hicksons & Walsh, Chamical Manu-
facturers of Castleford has not been renewed, The fitm'a
sidings which needed some L40,D00 spent on thew were shut
on lat March and chemicals are now being sent by road,
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NORTH EAST ENGLLAND

British Rail are now confident that they can provide
enough drivers for the Tyneside Metro ito allow for the
Summer 1980 opening ¥o go ahead, Provisional frequencies
have been announced and some bus services will be altered,
Furbher ideas include extensions of the Metro and te run
trama in Neweastle streestes to link with it, Tyne & Wear
have approved an open crossing with flashing lights at
Fawden station on the Kenton Bank Foot section in the face
of mach opposition, B.R, are to specd up trains on the
Newecastle ~ Carlisle line in May by reducing the number of
traing calling at Haydon Bridge, Bardon Mill and Brampton.

Duarham County Couneil have asked the TUCU and BR bo
look into the lack of stopping trains at Durham betwecnlll )
12,45 smd 14,45 on & days of the week in Winter, when ¢
Summer lunch time trains have in fact proved very popular,
Despite the likely loss of the steel traffic on the Consett
Line B.R. avrvangesd a special train to allow the County C1,
to dnspact the route for a suggesked hourly service bet-
weern Neawecastle and Consett plus a completely new soervice
betweun South 'olaw and Washington., Northumberland ¢.0.,
and B.RB., are alsco investigating a service to Ashington,

NOHRTH WEST ENGLAND

On 1Bth February a successful meeting was held at
Blackburn as parf of the "Your Local Trains in the 30sY
campaign, Speakers vreferred to the urgent need for bebter
yolling stock and track in the Presten area and the ifack
of investment in the railway infrastructure, especially
lovel ecrossings. In additien to the existing STELLA act-
ivity, on the East Lancs, Line,; attention is uow to be
given to the Preston - Ormskirk and Kirkham -~ Blackpool
South lines which rely solely on passenger revenue and,
given B,R's cash limits for this yenr are increasingly at
risk, Development of the latter is becoming wore impori-
ant as Fylde Borough Council is refusing rate subsidy ¢
1ty bus undertaking and there is talk of the buses opar
ating only from T.éi.m. = TePslla, %iXx days a wiek,

On Morseyside traffic has increased by 404 average
on the Merseyrail network since the opeuning ol the Loop
and Link iines in 19773 and the Northern Lines to Sonth=
port and Ormskirk have recorded a 100f increoass, Hek-
ing Offices at Liverpool Central have been eniarged for
two sxtra windows, The Roval Seaforth Freightliner
Depot was at last commissioned in February wibh contain-
ers being "Trip" worked initially from Garsion Gepob.

From 3rd Macvch reduced staffing and poaytrain oper-
ation were introduced on the Rock Feriy/Houtbton line,

L

From May some Rock Feery - Chester trains will rum non-
stop to meet increaziuvguse and overcrowding., A new HStat-
jon is due to opon in October at Birchweod, aast of Warr-
ington, on the Liverpool - Manchesber line to serve the
developing new btown,

WALES

tn Clwyd, over %0 people attonded a public meo bing
ealled by the ROS at Wrexham on 11th April and agresd £o
form tho ¥rexham < Bldston Rail Users! Associatlion, RDE
member Mr O.R.Tolliday chaired the meeting which was add-
ressed by County Tranapert Officev Mr M, Gylie and the
Ares Manager of #B.R. WBRUA now plan more signposting,
‘f ursiaons and leaflating far the line. :

In Gwynedd, the railways have recently enjoyed a
doitble bonst due te the gommendable actions of the Cennsty
Council, In Nowvombor 1979 they produced a ney rail fime-
tobie boukiet in copjuncicon with B.R. and Crosville, PrE S
ing superb, easy bo rvesd, infermatien on the frain fary-
jees on bhe Horth Wales Cosal Lipei Oonway Valley and
Canby ban doast Lines., Ib costs Spe and is available frow
Keil sbtations, Pus offiges, and wany local shops. In J By
wawry this yeRy the Opunty sunounwed bhe go-shend Tor #ha
capital project to provide s new Central Shation at DLae-
nay Flfestiniog, to sérve both the B.R, Line fxom Liandud-
ao ant the Steam Rallway Trom Porthuadog, Cwynedd C.C,
alreondy sponsor an annual conference on the Cambrian
fonet Line and are to be congratulated on their very sen-
sible, positive snd forward mpproach to public transporia

EAST MIDLANDS

®rhe most ambitious and far preaching proposal over
put forward by n private rallway company ginve the natio-
natésation of the railways in 1988" is how Peak Rait Op-
eratiens [td,, describe its proposals for veinstaking the
w trom Matlook f$o Buxton, Their report eabitled "A
(_ Yo tTor All Seasons", published i1t February, describes
how the line would cater both for Summer visitors aud pro-
vidae an all-tho-year-round servive not at the mercy of the
weather ns so many voads ave, They aim Lo operate freight
traing, priveipally for limestone, and thus help to red-
ure the number of heavy lorries in the area. Hebui lding
the 20 miles of line could take up to 1O vears at an oSt
imaked cost of £1.5m, The report sets out how thid money
could be raised, by both yolbmtary efforls and from comu-
ercial sponsorship. 1t could be an intercsting example
of co-operakion between BR aud private enterpriﬂew?{th
perhaps through sevvices and freight betwern Sheffield
and Derb
Pur{;cr detaila from the P.R.0., 52, Uttoxeter Road,
Mickleover, Derby. {8ee over)
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SOUTH EAST MIDLANDS

in Milton Keynss, following carth removal and brildge
construction, work has now commenced on the station striuc-
ture and tracks for the new £5m, vail station Just south
of Wolverion, Jt will have 4 through platforms of Inter-
city atandard and a turnback facility for local EMiUs. 1k
is scheduled for completion in late 1981, Following =
survey of leenl opinion on the Bedford - PBlalchley line
the RIS conclusions avei- to re-rounte teains away Crom 5%,
Johns to Bedford (Midiand Road); cerfain trains to vun
noun-stop; some new halts and trains extenided Lo the new
Milton Keynesg,. These toples were fully ventitated at o
public meeting hold in Bedford ou 15th Morch when a local
Raill Usexrs! Association was set up, .

ReTerring back to the previocus liem the S.F.Midla:
Rapresontative is chartering a train on 20th September
from Stevenage, via Hitehin, Bigrlesvade and Peberborough
to the Matlock line,

SEVERNSIDE

Gn 25th Janunary, Transport Minister, Norman Fowler,
stated that a study is belng made for a secowd rail cros-—
sing of the River Severn to supplement the exiabing vail
tunnel, For Inrther news frowm this area sece "RAIL SOUTH-
WEST" - No.2, available from the Sales Dept., (address o
p.3) Price: 20p, incl, postage.

SCOTLAND

The Lothian Hegional Council bas cancealied plons
for a £40m, new [nner Ciky Road project in Edinbuargh in
tavenr of improved public transports. A Wesbern approach
road to Leith and several raliefl roads, some nsing old
rallway lines have been abandoned and the Council arae
discussing with B,R. possiblo improvements to passenger
services by such projecis as new skablens at fivingtone,
Currie, Westerhales and wallyford, Light rapid transig
is alse wnder consideration, i

Formed in 1978, the Cumbernauld Commuters Associa~
tion has been urging the electumification of bhae onbar
section of ithe Glasgow line beyond Springburn, now cove-
ered by a DMU shutile. From May B.R. are sloppiung =iy
WCML Inter-city trains at Cambornauld for a 2 yeoar trial,

On 16kh April the Glasgow Underground opeaed o 1 ip-
ibad service Lo the public. % has cost £52,98 n, sl
For a flat fare of 20p, passengers can travel on Lrand
new 2 ear trains running at six minvnte inlecvals, Comp-
letely modermnised, CWR is featured throughout and good
interchange is provided at most of fite 13 stations with
buses and the 1,R. system.

19
Members’ Platf
/ )Y <5 x i
Members orm
(I"t.'.t" conditions of publication sece inst issue p.f.l)
4
MU v DEMY 4
Near Siv,
1 am writing with reference Lo the lebter 3
in RON, No.5, on DMU replacement, I camnot agree with G. &
Mather Ethat & 2 axle 60 mph DM is ths righi answor. __'._1_.,- 'a
tiive had an epportunity to compare these belween Salis{iury &
anud Southampton and Ehe mechanical uuits aro definitely 2

inforior and vaually at least 10 mins. down on the Lime-
tahle, whereas the DEMU had no difficulty and even had
AT e power, y

The twe types have, on paper, similarv top spoeds and
power/welght vaties but asz far as 1 cun delermine the pro-
blem wilh the DMUI is cenbtreod on the use of gears uvhich
need Lo be changed as the train accelerates, With a six
conch tratir, having B gear buxes, this can be jJerky and
profonged, The illampshive DEMITs accelevate as bhough they
have an infinilely variable gearbiox, Another advantage
of the DEMU is that it is possible te design them to deaw
power from the overhead wires or thivd rail, as avallable,
without having te 9t bhe appropriace eguipment in regions
whore lines arve nobt electrified,

R.Goldelng, Sauthamplon,

TAURTON N, G.H.

taar Sir,

We are all conveyrsant, 1 trust, about grisl~
ing Inter-City services, so if | guote 2 hrs, 2Ziming tTor
Padibinglbon « Tanatbes, I am not Fae ovub. My omphnsis sast
e Lhat the extra 26 odd wiles o Minshead Ly Western Nab-
Ltonal bus will more or less douhk your travelling Lime
amdd AP you juat mias one you may well have 2 hours Lo wait.

That Is why there i= such a demand Tor a train scrvice
from Taunton ko Minehead to he veinstated aund for years i
t ~ been campaigoning for the N ULH., to infiuence their bLus
r*( mrs Lo cease "Blucking” the lino from Tasntun to bls—
hni;:-: Lydeard, The NL,U. R, had their opportunily to be bel=
igerant from the time of the Toeching cra aml obvionsly
thaiv reanctions were so ineffecllive when 4 came bo savitug
the Minehead (and Barasinple) lines,

Thay purport to be in toereated in the resteration ol
fhe rallways bulb there was no encouragement from this soutr-—
e at bhe bime of the {ormafiion ol tho West Somersot Hail-
way whon 31t was anticipated that bhexre woiuld bhe an automatic
bakoover from B,R. The trouble is &hat the Unions consider
Lhemselves Lo he sacrosanct ‘these days aml thoeler ideasof 2
democralbic system dig uniterly paradogxieal, T think it is
diabolical that a handfuil of busmen cun persist in Jdenying
Ihe majordlty of their brothers an efficient and sensible

CormAaR ek nosgoio #.J.Snewing, Worthing
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