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users' groups will continue to press for the remaining cuts to be 
reversed a 

Freisht - The port of Lowesto£t handled 25.000 tonnes o£ rail 
freight in 1978 - which is eome 18-20,000 more than dealt with in the 
previous few years. These figures have been given to the RDS by B.R's 
Divisional Freight Manager, and are encouraging - though of oourse they 
also show how muoh rail freight at Lowestoft had become run down by 1977. 

Yarmouth Following the RDS Public Meeting in Yarmouth on 28th 
Maroh, attended by 35 people, the East Norfolk Travellers' Association 
has been revived, and is now fixing its priorities in a to 
improve services and facilities on the Norwich - Yarmouth service, and 
increase usage. Those priorities include the restoration of a more 
attractive summer Sunday service on the Acle 1ineJ improvements to oarly 
morning services into Norwich; an inspection of Yarmouth station to 
compile its good and bad points {like the SHRUG survey, q.v.}J and imP
roved publicity for services. 

Other activities Among the many activities of the Branch and 
its associated local groups in recent months have been a sponsored train 
rideJ lobbying of Euro-candidatesJ talks by members to Cambridge Civic 
Society and the local Council of the NURJ the mounting o£ the 
Branch eshibition at Ipswich and Southwold; and publicising B.R. eervioee 
and facilities - including the One Day Anglia Ranger which, again this 
year, provides very good value at £2 .50. 

Autumn Meeting The Autumn Meeting of the Branch will be held 
at the Assembly House, Theatre Street, Norwich, on Saturday 29th Sept, 
commencing at 2.0.p.m, The meeting will include the £irst s howing of 
the film of the special to Fakenham, made by RDS member R.B.Whipps. 

AREAS 

North East England 

Our correspondent in the North East reports:-

Metro Problems Very serious problems have arisen re progress 
on the Tyneside Metro. As charges and counter charges are ma de by the 
various parties, it is difficult to get a clear picture of just what 
has gone wrong. The main problem relates to cost. Mr Rodgers origin
ally placed a ceiling of t160.88m . at 1975 prices. Current estimates 
are that this will now rise representing a t40m. increase at 
present day prices. Tyne & Wear Council intend to approach the present 
Minister of Transport, Hr Norman Fowler, with a request that the Govt. 
should grant the necessary extra cash, but realise that current policies 
on public spending mean that they cannot hold out a great deal of hope, 
In the event of failure, an approach help from the 
most likely course to be pursued. 

On the construction front there is an estimated delay of 2 years 
in overall completion, with no part o£ thQ system likely to be opera
tional before the Summer of 1980. There is a possibility that the 
section from Heworth to South Shields may be abandoned al togetha:t' • 
Despite all the problems plans are going ahead to introduce through 
bookings on Tyne & Wear P.T.E. buses whore change o£ vehicle is required 
this being part o£ the long term plan to allow single bookings f'or jou
rneys made partly on Metro and partly by bus, 

B,R.Services - Tho rail services from the North East to London 
are continuing to attract extra custom n ow that the High Speed 125s 
are widely usad, Teeside Airport report a drop in the number of people 

their flights, and accept that B.R's improved servic9s are n major 
factor, 

B.R. have plans to speed up off-peak services on the Newcastle -
Carlisle line, by cutting out stops at stations such as Haydon Bridge, 
Bardon Mill and Brampton. Council Transport Committee has 
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deoided to :formally object to the move, because the present service of 
trains to Newcastle :from these s~ations is already limi~ed, so any 
:further reductions would make it very difficult to use the railways. 

It is proposed to spend as much as £30,000 to provide a bus and 
train linlc up at Durham, where there is a :fair distance and steep hill 
between the respective stations. 

Frei,ht .A new f'reight service has been introduced between Tees-
side and Stranraer providing a link to Northern Ireland by the Stran
raer - Larne Ferry. 

~fnen the Riverside Branch of the North Tyneside loop was closed in 
July 1973 the line was retained to freight standards. ~owever the sec
tion between Percy Main and Point Pleasant has now been lifted, and the 
remainder has had reduction in tracks and most of the signalling system 
has been destroyed. 

Merseyside 

The full complement of Class 507 EMUs are now in service on Mersey
rail Northern Lines and arc much apprecia~ed by the travelling public. 
Some sets of the displaced "Southport" stock were seen recently at Crewe 
en-route for scrapping. lie now look f'orward to the appearance in the 
next :few years of' new electric stock :for the Wirral side of the Mersey 
and electrification of the Rock F'erry to Hoot on line . After long delays 
things are moving at last in respect of providing station car parks on 
this line; a 60 space one at Bromborough is now out to tender and one 
at Spital and extension of the existing one at Hooton are under negot
iation. 

There is renewed hope :for the survival of' the Bidston/1irexham 
service with news that loca~ authorities other than Cl~~d ( the sole 
helpers with finance so far since Merseyside P.T.E. withdrew last year) 
are now interested in giving financial help. 

The prolonged bus stoppages on Merseyside in May due to industrial 
action by crews was mitigated by strengthening o:f trains where possible 
e.g. 6 oars were run all day on Garston/Kirkby line and Rock Ferry/ 
Chester DMUs were increased from 2 to 4 car - the latter were often 
"full and standing" at certain times of the day. Some trains on the 
main line into Lime Street made additional stops at Liverpool suburban 
stations. 

The new trans-pennine Liverpoo l - York hourly shuttle has made a 
good start with early arrivals reported on rnore than one occasion at 
Liverpool. A similar welcome improvement is a circuit of loco-hauled 
Mk. 1 coaches on the Crewe - ~orth Wales line replacing some DMUso 

An APT set is now often seen doin~ trials between Crewe and earn
forth on WCHL - it was seen l.ast week "swishing" throu~h Wigan and 
graoef'ully doing its tilting act on the curves to the North and South 
of' the station. Hay we soon be able to sample it and in the year of' 
the 11Rocket 150" celebrations show the world that we not on1y started 
railways but still lead. 

Yorkshire 

At a Public Meeting organised 1:5y the Area Representative "lr D.J . 
Bradbury Ln Shef':field on 28th April ~1r T.J .Garrod (RDS National Cttee.) 
spoke on the need for railway developmentJ and Dr Porteus , of the 
Sheffield Passengers' Association, dealt with the local rail network 
and how it could be improved. After detailed discussion of' local issues 
the meeting unanimously passed resolutions urging the retention and 
development of the \ioodhead route to r.1anchester; and priority to the 
permanent re-openin~ o:f Dron:field station and the main line ~lat:forms 
at Dore. These resolutions have boan sent to B.R. and the relevant 
local authorities. 



13 

Woodhead Lino An of'f'icial statement from British Ra;ll about 
the fUture of the line is expected very soon. It is anticipated that 
closure of' the line will be announced f'or 1982. 

In spite of this considerable main~enance is being carried out on 
the track, Welded rail has been laid between Torside and Hadf'ield, a 
distance of' about three miles. Work is also continuing on strengthening 
the Dinting viaduct. Approval has been given for the diversion of trains 
using the Hope Valley line on Sundays to the Woodhead route between Oot. 
1979 and May 1980. This is to allow work to continue in Totley tunnel 
where an underground stream is giving a lot of trouble. 

At present there are 48 class 76 electric locos tor use on the 
Woodhead line, 28 of these are working re~arly, 7 are kept for stand 
by duties, but the remainder are likely to be reduced by 8 in the near 
:future. The line :from Guide Bridge to Stalybridge, formerly scheduled 
fer olcsure, is being widened and the bridges strengthened, a possible 
prelude to the closure of Woodhead. 

The RDS has been invited to take part in the Hearing in Public of 
the West Yorkshire Structure Plan in October - which will be a valuable 
opportunity to put our case for the improvement of looal rail links. 

North and East Linconshire 

The South Humberside Rail Users' Group , formed earlier this year 
on the initiative of RDS, has been making steady progress . SHRUG members 
descended on the four stations in Grimsby and C~eethorpes in the Spring 
and made a close inspection of the ~acilities . ~his resulted in a det
ailed report of the good and bad points of' each s ·ta tion (e.g. clean 
spacious toilets at Cleethorpes; faulty lighting at Grimsby Docks)l plus 
a recommendation that a basic halt ~or Willows Estate, 1t miles west of 
Grimsby To~~ station be urgently considered. SHRUG's report has been 
sent to a.~l relevant bodies in the hope of getting improvements; and 
also resulted in Secretary Mr M.J.Savage (who is also RDS Area Repres
entative) being interviewed on Radlo Humberside. 

Another recently fortned local body is the (h"imsby - Louth Rail 
Group, campaigning for the restoration of passenger services on the 
Grimsby - Louth freight-only line, and ultimataly the restoration o£ 
the entire East Lincs. line. The G-LTG has just joined the RDS as a 
corporate member, and we hope to include a fuller report o£ its work 
in our next issue. 

South Lincolnshire 

The RDS is studying the Draft Nritten Statement of the Linos. 
Structure Plan and will be issuing its comments ver.y shortly. 

The Lincolnshire Road Car Company has produced a joint bus/rail 
timetable with e~fect from 1st June - a move which the Society welcomes. 
Less welcome, however, are the continued travelling problems caused by 
the 10-hour shi:f't be~ween Boston and Skegness - which are being closely 
documented by RDS members and SEL~A Treasurer Mr R.L.\o/ai.te. On one 
occasion an evening train from Grantham nrrived at Skegness too late to 
£orm the 19.20 back to Grantham; and as a result passengers for Notting
ham and London were conveyed from Skegness to Grantham by taxi at B.R's 
expensel SELTA is calling for more flexibility in etaf~ working hours 
to aDow for such late running. 

More encouraging is the recent introduction of local day return 
fares on the line - something ~or which the RDS and SELTA have been 
pressing for some time. Unfortunately this has been given very little 
publicity; and indeed SELTA members aro concerned about the general 
lack of efficiency from B.R. at Doncaster in publicising the l~e. 

Severnside and South l'/o.les 

Deapite publicity for new members in 80 libraries and colleges 
:trom t-toreton-in-Mo.rsh to Fishguard response to date has been most 
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disappointing so the formation of any sort of Branch in either of these 
areas must wait for the time being. 

A particularly successful publicity event was the display mounted 
at Gloucester Library from 2nd June - 5th July which resulted in a long 
article published in a number of weekly papers. The RDS effort by our 
Representative was a follow up to a local railway history display pre
sented by the library staff, which included detailed track plans of the 
Gloucester Brookthrope Marshalling Yard which scheme was concelled but 
had been a major factor in closure of Stroud Valley Halts and withdrawal 
of passenger services to leave lines clear for freight trains which in 
the event never materialised. 

Our effort filled four large display panels in the entrance hall 
and consisted of maps, local photographs, including Ferry Wagons being 
loaded at Gloucester, B.R.Ferry Wagon publicity, HO and 0 gauge model 
wagons and containers, electric and diesel locomotives, B.R. passenger 
and parcels facility lea£lets and diagrams of potential new passenger 
train service patterns on five routes from Gloucester. Public reaction 
has been support for restoration of a Halt at Brimscombe and support 
for the re-opening of Yate to serve Yate Sodbury New Town. It is hoped 
to arrange further RDS displays in other towns in the area. 

~roke Boat T'r'ain The 1\'hi tland - 'l'enby - Pembroke Doe le line 
now provi.<.~a~ a cot,nectional service to a new B .& I. Cork - Pembroke 
ferry service which since May 1979 has been diverted from its former 
Swansea terminal, Wjilst the B.R. terminal stops some +mile ehort of 
the new B.& I. f~rry terminal the track bed of the former dock line is 
still available for relaying as a uweymouth'' type port rail link, 

Ford T..-ine To serve the new· Bridgend factory the Ford Motor eo,, 
are buildi.ng a branch line complete with level crossings over the A48 • 
Clearly Ford see the benefit of rail freight facilities. 

Devon & Cornwall 

Plymouth .. l!§.! 1¥ork has started on a £4-i; m. depot at Plymouth 
to service and maintain the High Speed Trains being introduced later 
this year on t11e Paddington - Exeter - Plymouth - Penzance services, 
The new depot also anticipates the maintenance requirements of the add
itional HSTs to be introduced in 1981/82 on the NE/SW route. 

A,A. praise for St, Ives - Praise indeed from the Automobile Assn. 
whose 1978 National Motoring Awards presented a Silver Medal to B. R. for 
its Park & Ride scheme on the Lelant - St. !ves Branch. I•'or 1979 a much 
larger car park, extended plat£orms, longer trains and later services 
will be provided, A composite £ee o£ £1,00 per car includes parking 
and travel for all occupants, 
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