
Railway Invigoration Society 
for the retention and modern isation of rai lway services 

-- BM·RIS. London, W .C. J. Tel. OI..OS 0463 

Vic:e·Pruidcn.t.s: 
Sir John Becjeman, C.B.E. Lord Kinross Lord Popplewell, C.B.E., J.P. John Arlott. Esq . . O.B.E. 

The Very Rev. J. H. S. Wild.' M.A., Dean o( Durham TorquU Nicolson Esq., B.Sc., A.M.I.E.E. 

Price : 15 pence (free ro members) 

PROGRESS REPORT 

No. 101 DECEMBER 1974 

RAIL FARES 

According to l£tter No. 7 (October 1974} o f the Newmarke t and District Rail Users ' Assoc
iation, "last winter the cost o f petrol went up by over 50%. Rail fares, In compa rison, went up 
a mere 12!'7o and then not until June". 

The document also compares 1974 rail fares and other pnces wltb those of forty years ago. 
It sta tes tha t. "accordmg to our recollection, tbe 1934 smgle fare from Cambridge to London 
was about seven shillings. The 1974 fare is £.1. 44. that is. it bas gone up four times. Also 
according to our recollecoon , the cost of ca rs bas gone up about ten umes, of clothes food , 
beer. tobacco and petrol by similar amounts and houses probably more You can a ll make your 
own compansons Can you thmk of anything that has gone up between 1934 and 1974 by so lmle 
as fa l1 fares?" 

(Reproduced by permission of the Newmarket and District Rail Users ' Association. the Sec retary 
of which is Mr. D. Maudlin . T reasurer of the Ratlway Jovtgorauon Society). 

BOOK REVIEW 

Railway ribaldry: being 96 pages of railway humour. by W. Heath Robinson 
Duckworth, 1974, £3. 25 ISBN 0 7156 0823 1. 

William Heath Robinson (1872-1944). "whose name passed into the English language 
during his lifetime" . produced, at the request of the Great Western Railway. a book of drawings 
to mark the Company's centenary in 1935. Almost fony years after ItS first publication, this 
delighrful work appears a ga in, with an up- to- date foreward . 

Although the Railwa y lnvigorauon Soctety supports the modernisation of ra ilways. many of 
its members must look ba ck with nostalgia to the days before the inter-city train and the ubl
quuous d1esel multiple-unit , to the steam locomotive and the numerous bra nch lines wanden ng 
across the countryside. For such , and indeed for all who appreciate the mock- seriotAs present:
ation of the absurd at the hands o f a superb draughtsman , this is a book to be looked at again and 
again. 
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The generous-sized pages enables one to study fully the wonderful detail contam~ in 
such gems as "Mr. W. Heath Robinson 's own pnvate railway eng~ne". "Building the fust loco
mouve", "The new humane cow- catcherA and "The first smoking carnage". 

RlS 21st BIRTHDAY DINNER 

At:. announced in our last lSSue. the twentyfirst anniversary of the foundation of the Rail
way Invigoration Sociery is to be marked by a dinner to be held at the Charing Cross Hotel. 
IDndon , on Fnday evemng. 25th April. 1975. Time. to be announced. The event Will be 
open to both ladieS a nd gentlemen. Members may bnng guests. Dress for gentlemen: lounge 
SUits. 

On the day following the dinner, the twentysecond annual general meeung of the Soctety 

will be held, also in IDndon. 

WHAT OTHER SOCIETI ES ARE DOING 

(Readers are asked ro ktndty mention thls feature when writing to any of the addresses given 
below). 

Midland and Great Northern Jcmt Railway Soctery was formed m 1959 With the atm of preserv
rng a suetch of the former M. & G. 'N ]Olnt Railway Eventually the Sherrngbam- Weyboume 
secuon wa!:. selected and the North 'Norfolk Ratlway proJeCt sraned. The aams are run by a 
public company, the North 'No rfoll< Ratlway Co. l.!d in whlch the Society bas a large holding. 

From Shenogham the hne runs along the north Norfoll< coast, wuhrn >tght o f tbe sea for 
most o f lrs length, to Weybour'le. Pla ns are 10 ba nd to e}l tend the hne through more o f this 
Area of Outstandrng Natural Beauty up over Kelling Heath to the outskms of Holt. The historic 
]15 loco is betng fully restored and it is hoped that this will be haulmg trams next year. Stx 
films have been made on the railwa y this year. 

Further information obtainable from Secretary M. & G. N. Joint Railway Society . 
Sheringham Station , Sheringham, Norfolk. 

Main Ilne Steam Trust l.!d., bas been runmng steam trains at weekends, since 14th July . 
between Lougllborough Central and Quorn and Woodhouse stations, a distance of 2! miles. 
Further information obtamable from Secretary, Mam Line Steam Trust Ltd . • Central Station. 
IDugbborough . Leicestershire. 

North York Moors Histo ucal Railway Trust Ltd. , has been granted permimon by the Secretary 
for the Environment to use Pickering station as a temunus fo r its ser111ce ftOm Grosmont (18 

miles). The former Pickenng Urban DlStnct Counctl had wanted to demolish the station and 
to use the sate as a car park. HithertO, the North York Moors Railway bas used a temporary 
terminus 400 yards short of the station. Further information obtainable from Secretary. 
N.Y. M. Historical Railway Trust l.!d. , Pickering Station, Pickering. North Yorkshire. 



GENERAL ELECTION 

Dr. ~- P. L. Caron, RIS Chairman. sent a questionnaire to selected candidates in the 
October general election. Some useful contacts have resulted. 

Questions and answers 

IN PARUAMENT 

Selections from the official reports 

House of Commons 

SSE = Secretary of State for the Environment. 
An asterisk denotes an oral answer; those not so marked were written. 

19th June Railways (Government grants) Mr. Moate (Faversham) asked the SSE what has been 
annual cost of financial support from the.Govemment for British Rail, showing separately capital 
grants, other operating grants and deficit funding. for the last five years . and what are the 
expected payments for the current year. Mr. Carmichael Government grants to the British Rail
ways Board were for the period mentioned , by calendar years : 

£million 
19'74 

1969 19'70 1971 1972 1973 (estimated) • 

(i) Capital Grants : 
Transport Act 1968 (Section 56) 0.3 0.4 0. '7 9.2 14. 3 17.0 

(ii) Operating Grants : 
Transport Act 1968 ; 

(Section 20) 13.8 8.3 
(Section 39) 50.6 65. 6 61.1 68.1 59.4 95.4 
(Section 40) 11.3 14.8 8. 5 10.3 1.2 
(Section 57) 0.2 0.7 1.6 1.7 1.6 1.8 
Transport (Grants) Act 1972 2'7. 0 

(iii) Special Grants : 
Cashflow Shortfall Grant 32.0 72.0 1'72. 1 

----
Totals 62.4 81.5 '71. 9 138. 0 171.4 295.8 -- -- -- --

• includes supplementary provision shortly to be laid before Parliament. 

22nd June East coast main line (electrification) Mr. Albert Roberts (Normanton) asked the SSE 
what plans he has to give his consent to the electrification of the rail service between King's 
Cross Station and the West Yorkshire metropolitan area ; and what likelihood there is of electrifi
cation being completed within the next decade. Mr. Mulley The Railways Board has not yet 
sought my consent to such a proposal. But I understand that it hopes to electrify the east coast 
main line by the 1980s. 

3. 
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• 3rd July Passenger trams (punctualuy) Mr. Teddy Taylor (Glasgow , Cathcart) asked~ SSE 
what percentage o f passenger nalfls arnved at their destinations on time or within f1ve rriThutes 
o f theu scheduled amval umes , respecuvely. in 1973; and what were the comparable percent· 
age hgures m 19'72 and 1971 • • . Does the Mtmster agree that British Rail 's record has been 
improvtng, despite an tmprovemem 10 the scheduled time in rhe inter- city services? Beanng in 
mind the substanual proposed increases in air fares between Glasgow and london Aberdeen and 
London and Edmburgb and London , does the bon. Gentleman accept that the railways wtlltnfuture 
be carrymg a much b1gger share o f thls tnter- c tty nafhc and that a funher tmprovement m 
punctualuy ts therefore to be encouraged? Mr. Carmichael I agree wnh the hon. Gentleman. 
Outre apart from the tnc rease in fares, an 1ncrease 1n nafflc on the railways can be expected 
because of the greatly tmpro ved servtce on the west coast mure betwee n Glasgow and london. 
There has been a very slight dereriorauon tn time- keepmg m the past three yea rs because of 
one or two excepucnal c trcumSlance wh1ch we hope wtU dlSappear very qu1ckly. 
Mr Spuggs (St. He le ns) Is my bon. Fnend aware that rhe Bnush Ratlways Bvard IS now operattng 
one o f the fmest passe nger service~ m the world and that many of us hope for a great el' tenslon of 
those servtces to all pans o f the counrry, mc luding Scotland " Mr. Carmichae l I am well 
aware of the 1mproved and excellent service that British R31l provtdes. It 1s certamly among the 
hest in the world, 1 use the serv1ce to Scotland qune fyequemly and I can recommend i t to bon. 
Members. The followmg mformauon has been provtded by the Radwa ys Board : 

Percentage of Passenger Trams 

Express Trains Othe r T ratns 
Within 5 mmutes W1thin 5 mmures 
of scheduled of scheduled 

on ume arnval rime on tune arrival time 
Year per cent per cent per cent per cent 
1971 68 85 83 95 
1972 65 83 81 94 
1973 63 81 81 93 

23rd July Railways Mr. Eldon Griffiths (Bury St. Edmunds) asked the SSE if he will provide a 
table for the 10-year period 1964-74 of the number of route mt!es of the Bmish ra11 system , the 
annual number of passengers and tons of freight ea rned. the numbers of naff employed and their 
expected annual wages. together with most recent figures a vailable to h1m under these or 
comparable beadings for the railway systems of the o ther EEC countnes. (We regret space does 
not allow reproducuon of these figures. Ed. ) 

Mr. Eldon Griffiths asked the SSE if he w 1U publlsh a table m the OFFICIAL REPORT for the 

10- year period 1964- 74 of the annual subsidy paid to Brittsh Ra ilways in respect of the 
unremuneranve services contribuuons to the London commuter network and other capital costs 
o f the commercia I ra1lwa y. and the overall profit a nd loss account, together wnb the most 
recent figures available to him under these or compa rable beadings for the railway system of 
other EEC countries. Mr. Mulley Followmg is the informa tion for British Ra ilways : 
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(~ MilliOn) - 1964-65 1965-66 ::r966- 67 1967-68 1968-69 
Unremunerative railway passenger 

services 
Commuter railway capital projects 0.2 
Other (details below) 119.4 130.4 148.2 175.4 158.0 

Total payment .to BRB 119.4 130.4 148.2 175.4 158.2 

OTHER 
Revenue deficn 119.4 130.4 136.0 154.1 133.8 
Surplus uack 
Research and development 
Compensa uon in respect of 

price resrra int 
Cash flow shortfall 
Level crossmg modemisauon 
SET rebate and REP 12.2 21. 3 24. 2 

119.4 130.4 148.2 175.4 158.0 

1969-70 1970- '11 1971-72 1972- 73 1973-74 
Unremunerauve railway 

passenger services 71.1 60.5 65. 2 66.3 83. 5 
Commuter ratlway capttal prOJeCl:S 0.4 0 3 1.3 11.1 14.3 
Other(detalls below) 47.1 44.9 29.4 93. 7 99. 2 
Total payment to BRB 118.6 105.7 95.9 171.1 197.0 

OTHER 
Revenue deficit 2.0 
Surplus uack 15.0 12.0 7.5 8. 5 1.8 
Resea rch and development 0.5 1.1 1.6 1.4 1.8 
Compensanon 1n respect of 

price restraint 27. 0 
Cash flow sborrfa U 42.0 95. 0 
Level crossing modernisation 0. 7 0.1 
SET rebate and REP 29. 6 31.1 20.2 14.8 0.6 

47.1 44.9 29.4 93.7 99. 2 

Ftgures on a comparable basis for other railway systems are not ava ilable. 

• 24th July Rates (local ratlway services) Mr. Trorter (Tynemoutb) asked the SSE if be will 
introduce legtSlauon to amend section 20 of the Transport Ac t . 1968, so as to remove the rate 
burden on areas w1tb passenger uanspon execuuves in relauon to local railway services. 
Mr. Mulley No, Sa ... There is no reason why the metropolitan counties should not make a 
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contnbuuon wbtch ts assessable for transport supplementary grant for ratl services. if, as I.~der

srand they use them as pan of the1r to tal transport pa ttern. part icuLarly fo r travel- to- work 

journeys. In the non.- metropolitan counn es n ts nor usually posstble to use ratl services to the 
same extent. Bur under secuon 203 o f the local Government Ac t, 19'72, non-metropolitan 
counties can, 1f rhey WISh, make arrangements simila r to those of tbe metropoli tan counties. 

BRIDPORT BRANCH L!NE 

RIS memt-er M r. D. Roo1t1am stares that a group of Dorset restdents are so concerned a bout 

lhe neglect o f •he Bndporr btanch hoe tha1. they are pubhshtng at Lheu owll expense a pubhc lly 
leaner for •be hne. In addni n to a Hmet.able ana map o f the Brtdpon hne, the leaDer a lso has 
a map of '()(11set's otr:er rat!ways. S1ngle cop1e'> ca noe ontalOeO flee of cllarge tty sendtng a 

stamped. se lf adore~ed envelope to the followtl'lg addre)S ·- M r. Dan Rootham (BBL leaOet) 

Peve.ell 6radford Pe,erell Dor-.hester D'- tset. Bulk supphes for socteues and amen try groups 
are a vailable from the same add•ess a t a cost tJf 8Sp. per fift y leaflets (pest free). )(' 

REPORTS !=ROM BRANCHES AN D AREAS 

BRANCHES 

wndon and Home Ccunu es 

ftle 1974 a n11ua l general meenng o f the Brancn was held a t Fuends' Meenng House. l..':lndon 
on l"th Septemoer w1th, regrettably a poorer art.enoance th6n tn prevtous years . 

./ ,( The orgamsation of specta I Pxcurstons ou 'london M_Jdland Reg ton was the subJect of a talk 
gtven by Mr. Percy Danks of the LMR Public Relauons Offtce , at a branch meeting on 21st 

November. On T hursda y, 30th January. 19rl5 Mr. J. R Ogllvte w1ll present a lecture ent u le d 
"SouthelO into Europe" a t a branch meeung to be b.eld in the Caxton Hall at 6. 45 p.m. ~ 

tl.< The Branch comrnmee is concerned o ver the delay m the pubh ca tion of the 'london Rat l 

Study report. The Study, set up nearly two years ago under the cha irma nship o f Sir David 
Barron, was expected to be completed wnhin a year, although, not surprisingly, this llas proved 

to be too optimistic. In anticipation of possible publication by the new year, a specia l sub
commirtee has been formed to obtam and cons1der in detail tbe report when it is published a nd 
to make prehm1nary observa uons before producing a more comprehenstve reply. T he branch 
commirree attaches a grea deal o f importance to a study of thts k ind )t" 

Tbe branch co mmittee has noted that the October supple ment to the Bmisn Rat! o meta ble 
has nor yet full y correc£edthe Ma•y1el>one-Aylesbu·ry line table pamcularly in respect o f rhe 

london Transport nain Urnes. for wtuch the pre-June 19'73 info rmauoo IS still shown i also tha r. 
no new local timetable has ye t been produced to replace the one tssued in May whtch was With

drawn from cnculation owmg to numerous errors and omissions. The bra nch is conducting 

correspondence with British Rail on these matters. 
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~ T'-~ grammg of an ofhce development permit to Briush Ratl enables plans to go ahead for 
the JOint rebutldmg o f Liverpool Street and Broad Street stauons at a cost o f £120 milhon. A 
completely new station at l.Jverpool Street will cope wuh ex1St mg servtces, future growth, and 
the 1ransfer of those Broad Street servtces which will remam a fter the Great Northern elecrrifica
uon scheme has been completed. Under the new ra ilwa y station w\11 be a new bus station and 
1mproved car access. interchange wah the Underground will be tmproved also . The redevelop
ment, which is expected to rake ten years, will be the largest ever u'l.dertaken ar a UJ< mam
hne rail termlnal )( 

OfficJal proposed withdrawa l c f ratlw ay passenger services not1ces ha ve been posted 
regardmg ll"es wtuch will no longer be required when stage one of the Great Northem eTecmfJc
aul)n scheme JS inaugurated in 1976. Qlly closure of one station (York Road I<mg·s Cross) lS 

proposed, as the Metropolitan wtdened hnes ro Moorgate w1ll conunue to be used by ttatru from 
Ill ton. 

A rev1Sed umetable on tne Liverpool Sueet-Southeod/Clacton /East Angha lines 1S to be 
mtroduced from May 1975. The new servtces are designed to take mto account cnanges m 
paaonage on these lines, espectally during peak hours when the number o r commuters is 

decreaSLng a1 tnnE' r suburban stauoos bul lncreasmg at stations 1n north and east E~se x. 

It 1s pleasmg to report that 64 of ll:le 115 uams cancelled da1ly by the Southern Region last 
spnng have been restored. The end of staff summer nolidays and the l mproved recrunment hav .. 
both helped the staffing s1tua tiol'l , although t.he p-')stuon 1s still ~euous m the South Easlem 
DtvislOn. 

A new ~!Ration is to be bu<lt a t Sevenoaks (Kent) a t a cost o f £637. 000. Work, wtuch is 
expected to begm early m 1975, w1ll occupy two years. 

At Reading statton, work has started on the prOVlSlOn of an additional platform to help 
handle Southern electric serv!ces to the eastern side of thestation. At present, a single platform 
is dealing with the half-hourly service to Waterloo via Sta ines and the hourly service to Ton
bridge. 

Bracknell (Berkshire) srau on is to be rebuilt. The cost of £1,300, 000 is to be shared by 
the town's development corporation and Brmsb Rail 

East Anglian 

,/' >( Forty people a ttended the publlc meetmg organised by tbe Branch m East Dereham 
(Norfolk) on 19th October to discuss the proposed re opening to passengers of the Wymondham
Derebam-Fa kenham lme. Afte1 an info rmative and consrrucuve discusston,Ule meeting declded 
to sup poll efforts 10 re · open the Jme and set up a comrnmee of local people (chaired by an RIS member 
m Derebam) to pursue the campa1gn County counc1l members dis trict councils, pamh councils 
and MPs a re among those who have expressed an interest in the proposal. 

In August the Branch published a 9-page interim report entitled " By rail to Fakenham ?" 
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This puts the case for re-opening the line and discusses the problems involved. Over 80 copies 
have been issued. A similar, but shorter report, on the Wroxham-Aylsham line , calle~l3y 
rail to Aylsham ?" , has also been published. Both reportS have received wide and generally 
favourable publicity. On the A ylsha m proposal, the "Eastern Evening News" (6. 9. 74) 
published a favourable editorial, which ended : " It has been pointed out that this stretch 
of line has never had a chance of proving itself with a rail car passenger service. Perhaps 
now is the right moment to try." X 

The Branch has submitted eight pages of comments on the Suffolk County Council's 
transport policy and programme , 1975-6. Recommendations made by the Branch include the 
opening or re- opening of certain halts; better rail-bus co-ordination; better publicity for 
services; opposition to any singling of the East Suffolk line; but support for automation of 
further level crossings: and encouraging the sending of more freight by rail. 

Suffolk County Council hopes to provide a five- year grant towards the continuance of 
passenger services on the Colchester-Sudbury line. 

Tbe Branch has wrinen to the Civil Aviation Authority objecting to the proposed intro
duction of flights from Norwich Airport to London: the Midlands and South Wales. We believe 
that this Airport (already unpopular with many local residents) should, if it is to remain, 
concentrate on continental traffic and that improved inter-cay trains should cater for internal 
passengers. 

A joint letter from lhe local secretaries of the RIS and Transport 2000 recently appeared 
in many East Anglian newspapers. It criticised the running of express coach services on routes 
parallel to mter- city trains and called for co-operation, not competinon, berween bus and 
rail services. 

yf ,( The survey of potential users of a restored March- Wisbech passenger service - a massive 
operation whereby questionnaires went to all households in the area - has been completed and 
the results should be known soon. )!(' 

v'X British Rail bas issued detailed figures which show that on most pay- uain lines in East 
Anglia , at least f:P/o more tickets are being issued in 1974 than during last year. On the 
Ipswich- Bury St. Edm unds- Newmarket-Cambridge service the increase is 130/o. But a 9"/o 
decrease has been registered on the Felixstowe branch. where we understand British Rail 
intends to carry out further market research. ,t 

There is a possibility of special consignments of grain being sent by rail from Haleswonh 
(Suffolk). A group of farmers plan to build a 15, 000 ton grain store next to the line north o f 
the sta uon. 

~ Three Counties (Gloucestershire and the un ited county of Hereford and Worcester) 

This Branch has cominued its policy of actively supponing local demands for restoration 
and improvement of rail services. 

At Stonehouse (between Stroud and Gloucester), as a result of strenuous efforts by the 



parish coul'lc. il supported by the Branch. not only bas closure of the station been a ve ned . but a 
much snlj>roved servtce has been inuoduced - although not aU that we asked for. An atuacnve 
and helpful pubbc tty leaflet bas oeen dmnbuted by Bntish Rall to e ve ry household in the 
community and refurbishing of the station has begun. None o f this was llkel; to have happened 
withoul substantial financial support from the parish counct l. 

At Charheld (between Gloucester and Bristol). the pansh council ts interested ln the re
openmg of the stauon to cater for commuter and social uaffic to the Bristol area. The Branch 
bas g1ven advtce to the council wh1ch u carrying out a survey to assess hkely demand. Here , 
as at Stonehouse , n is very probable that no progress wtll be made wlthout a substantial local 
financ1al contnbuuon. 

At Pershore (between Worcester and Evesham), the Branch ss supported by a local pamh 
councsl (Plnvtn) m u~ng a drasuc improvement m the passenger tral'l service over the present 
ssngle stopping tratn per day. In rh ts case the srauon is m worlung o rder a nd the nams pass 
£hrough. All that l S needed lS a Buusb Ra1l declSlon to stop some o f them. 
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At Bromsgrove (between Worcester and Birmmgham ), the Branch. ID cOnJuncnon wuh o ther 
local acuon groups , is trysng to get Brltlsh Ratl to recasr the Worcester- Burningham serv1ce so as 
ro provtde trams to serve dus fast-growmg communuy. The se rvice is at present demory. 

At Ashchurch (between Cheltenham and Worcester/Birmingham) the Branch is rnterested in 
re- openmg the srauon ro provtde a service for Ashchurcb 1tself (which bas conSiderable tndusuy) 
and nearby Tewkesbury. 

The Branch bas dec1ded not to oppose British Rail 's plan to amalgamate all Gloucester 
passenger serv1ces a t a reconstructed Central station, as 1t appears that no deterioration in serv1ces 
would result and that the possibility of expansion in the future would not be ruled out. )( 

Wessex 

~RJS member Mr. J. Honeyse tt, representing Transport 2000, appeared at the public enquiry 
at Portsmouth Guildhall on 1st November concerning the South Hampshire Suucture Plan. On 
behalf of the Railway Invigoration Society, Mr. P. Madsen bas endorsed the objection raised by 
Transport 2000 that the Structure Plan fails to mention the advantages of thud- rail electrification 
of the Portsmouth-Southampton line. The Plan even proposed that this route be considered as a 
"segregated transpon link" and on this point Transport 2000 and British Rail are opposed to the 
Structure Plan. J( 

AREAS 

North- Eastern England 

.J'.. Our correspondent 10 Newcastle- upon-Tyne reports ·-
)!( The Govemmenr has approved the scheme for a £500 000 road from Haltwhistle to Alston 

and n is expec ted that work wsll go ahead immediatelj. It ts thought that the line may close in 
the spring of 1975. However, prior to thiS news, Cumbria County Council d1d not accept rbat 
the decision to close this line should be regarded as final Following a cost/benefit analysis by 
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its Planning Department, the Council has asked the Department of the Environment tC'~
consider the closure decision. It is also contacting British Rail and has asked Northumberland 
County Council to support it. )!( 

.f)l( Transport chiefs for Tyne and Wear Metropolitan County have agreed to cut next year's 
Metro building programme by £4 million, because they do not believe that they can spend 
money fast enough to keep !lP with their original schedule. lt is almost certain that this Wi!l 
put the finishing date beyond the original target of 1979 and it is now likely that , instead of a 
grand opening of the complete system, there may be a gradual process of opening one section 
at a time. >( 

Durham County Council is considering the re-opening of rural lines closed by the 
Beeching Plan. The Council wants to improve exist ing train services by providing new bus- rail 
inte reba nges. 

North- Western England 

~)'( A one-day inquiry into the prosposal by British Rail Shipping to wnhdraw its ferry service 
between Heysham and Belfast was held in Morecambe on 29th October. It was not possible for 
the Railway Invigoration Society to be represented on this occasion, but previously a formal 
objection in writing had been lodged with the North- Western Area Transport Users' Consult-
ative Committee on behalf of the Society by its General Secretary. On the general effect of 
Wltbdrawa l,the Society 's grounds of objection were that the alternative service from Stranraer 
to Lame, with its present circuitous rail connection via Ayr. could not be considered as a 
wholly satisfactory alternative for passengers from E~gland. Furthermore, in the short term a 
worsening of terrorist activities could well lead to a cessation, if only temporary, o f air- line 
services. Our letter stressed that t'the general situation in Northern Ireland has bad an adverse 
effect upon tra vel potent ial on this route (Heysbam- Belfast) and, unless it is considered that 
the situation wiJJ continue indefinitely, the profitability of the service must be viewed in this 
light". Regarding the effect on connecting rail services, the Society argued that it was clear 
that withdrawal of passe':lgerstf!J>ping:serviceswould be accompanied by a similar withdrawal of 
the rail facilities from Camfonb and Morecambe to Heysham, together with the long-distance 
services from london, Manchester and Leeds, and would place in doubt the future of the Helll
field-Camionh line as well as the Leeds-Morecambe and Lancaster- Morecambe local services. )C 

British Rail recently introduced a through Railfreight service for full wagon-load traffic 
from Manchester to Frankfurt and Mannheim in Germany. The wagons cross to the Continent 
by Sealink 's Harwich-Zeebrugge train ferry. 

British Rail's report on two loss-making suburban lines in the Manchester area- mentioned 

in the last progress report- is entitled "Social cost/benefit study of two suburban surface rail 
passenger services" and ma y be obtained from British Rail (London Midland Region), Regional 
HQ, Euston House. Eversholt Street, london, NWl lDF. 

V>( Work on the construction of the inner loop line at Liverpool bas fallen behind schedule. 
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In vtew e!. ttus, Bnnsh Rail has announced that, in rhe middle of 1975 it may be necessary to 
tetminal trains from the Wirral at St. James Station instead of Liverpool CentraL BR adds that 
"every effort will be made to keep the period of Interruption of the normal service as short as 
possible" . 1( 

Consideration is bemg g1ven to the removal of Upton-by-Chester station to Bache, a 
quarter of a mile from the present sire. The new sire would afford much better car parking 
facwues and is within walking diStance of a much larger populauon. 

A new pnvate rail s1dmg to serve Bewsey Works of the Brinsh Steel Corpora non was opened 
at Warnngton on 22nd Ocmber. About fourteen trains a week are scheduled to run into the new 
siding. 

On the late summer bank holiday 26th August. Unle Sunoo and Ellesmere Port stations 
on the Hooton to Helsby line were opened, because of public demand . On previous bank 
holidays. these stations have been c losed. 

Fylde DIStrict Council (Lanes. ) has asked Brmsh Rail to provide a better train service 
between Kirkham a nd Squues Gate . with stops at the vlllages of Moss Side and Wrea Green. both 
of wh1ch lost their passenger se rvice in 1961. 

OTHER NEWS 

The research ptOJect on uacked hovercraft wb1cb was bemg earned out near Eanth, 
Cambridgeshue by T,acked Hovercraft I.Jd ., has now ceased , owrng to rb.e Wlthdrawal of Govern
ment hnanc1al support. However Go•emment money may be made a vatlable for the de "Velop
menr of a stmtlat system ar. Sussex UDlversity, whete, for the past moe years. a ream has been 
experimenong wuh veb1cles suspended magneocally fro m futed ralls and duven by linear induc
tion motors. So far this wod< bas been financed by the Wollsoo Foundation. but the grant ftom 
this source is expected to last only until next year. 

The double tracks between Didcot and Bristol (via Bath) and between Swindon and the out
skirts of Bristol (via Badminton) are to be resignalled in a flt million scheme. so that trains will 
be able to run in etther direction on both lines. Existing colour light signals will be modified to 
control new high-speed crossovers linking the normal up and down lines at strategic points. 
enabling trains to be switched ftom one line to the other as required. 

Bntish Region bas announced a £25 million track improvement and resigna lling scheme to 
cover 84 miles of uack on the east coast main line. The linch-ptn of the proJeCt will be a new 
power signal-box at Doncaster. Track w1U be re-abgned for maximum speeds of 100-125 m. p. b. 
To prevent interference with the faster serv1ces on the main line, flyovers are planned at Don 

caster and Newark to carry services from Lincoln to Sheffield and Crewe respec tively. As a result 
of the completion of these and olhe r schemes, the JOUmey time between London and Newcasrle 
w11l be reduced to three hours. 

FUrther north on the east coast main Hoe, plans have been finished for a new power-operated 



signal-box at Waverley sration, Edinburgh. When completed in about 1978, the new box will 
conuol llO route miles and will replace 30 manually- operated signal boxes. It will permit 
100 m.p.h. running for the first time between Edinburgh and Berwick. 

British 'RaiL has held a competition to find a name for the new station to be built at Sic ken
hill- on the Birrr.ingham-Covenrry line - to serve the National Exhibition Centre . The winning 
entry was : 'Birmingham International 

A new sration has been built at Kidderminster at a cost of £75, 000. 

A new rail- connected warehouse for household domestic appliances from Italy has been 
opened at Alsager. on the Stoke- Crewe line. Supplies arrive in continental ferry wagons direct 
from factories in Turin and Naples and are distributed from the warehouse to all parts of North
West England. 

A ·12- year contract for the carriage of iron ore from Immingham to steel works at Scun
thorpe has been secured by British Rail, 13 trains a day are required to fulfill the undertaking. 

Bridgend station, in South Wales, is to be rebuilt at a cost of £1.75, 000 in preparation for 

rhe running of high- speed trains. 

Approval has been g~ven by the Secretary of State for Scotland to a 75"/o Government infra
structure towards tbe £1.5 million cost of carrying out the first stage of the Clyderail sch.eme . 
which has been planned jointly by British Ra il and the Greater Glasgow PTE. An outline of the 
complete scheme was given in progress report no. 9'/ (December 1973), p. 14 

At East Kilbride, a new bus/rail commuter scheme has been introduced by Greater Glasgow 
PTE in co- operation with British Rail and the Scottish Bus Group. Non-stop express trains run 
between East Kilbrideand.Glasgm.,r and are served by two bus feeder services. Through nckets for 
the combtned JOurney a re available. 

The report in our last issue that Sunday tra ins have been mtroduced ro 13lamyre. Hamilton 
and Bellsh1ll for the first time was , we regre t , based on an inaccurate press release from Scottish 
Reg1on. A letter to the November issue of the Railway Magazine points om that various Sunday 
services have been provided for these staoons in tile past. 

STOP PRESS. Magdalen Road station (midway between King's Lynn and Downham Marke t, Norfolk) 
is to be re- opened . Date not yet known. Further deta ils will appear in our next issue. 

EDITORIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

Editor : L. G. Hipperson, 24a. Cable Road, Hoylake, Wirral , Merseys1de, IA7 2BD 
(Telephone : 051 632 4374) 

Sub- Editor: H. R. Purser. 30, Staines Road, Feltham, Middlesex, TW14 OHD 

Mr. Purser is responsible fo r branch aod area reports, Mr. Hipperson for all other maner. 
To ensure inclusion in the next ISsue (to be published in March, 1975) material~ be sub
mm ed to the appropria te editor by Sarurday, 2~th January . 1975 

PUBLISHED by the RA l LWA Y INVlGORA TION SOCIETY 
Chairman : M. P. L. Caton, Ph. D. 10, Grosvenor Gardens. Upminster, Essex 
General Secretary: J. M. Stanley, M.A. 12. Westcombe Park Road . London SE3 '7RB 
Membership Secretary: D. J. Bradbury, 59, Dore Road, Do re, Sheffield. 
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RAILWAY INVIGORATION SOCIETY 

PROGRESS REPORT No. 101 DECEMBER 1974 

MEMBERS ONLY SUPPLEMENT: ISSUE No. 21 

21st BIRTHDAY DINNER 

Further to the information about the Society's anniversary dinner contained in the main 
progress report (p. 2 ), we direct the attention of members to the following combined return raU 
journey /hotel (bed and breakfast) facilities available for visitors to London :-

1. One night mini- break. 
2. Mini-holidays - minimum 2 nights in hotel (1 for travellers from Scotland); 

choice of 17 centraUy-siruated hotels. 
3. Winterbreak weekend - minimum 2 nights in hotel (1 for travellers from Ireland); 

choice of four British Transport hotels , including the Charing Cross Hotel. 

Leaflets giving full details of these arrangements may be obtained from either railway 
inquiry offices or travel agencies. 

The cost per head for the dinner is expected to be about £5. Every endeavour will be 
made to restrict to a minimum any excess over this figure . 

Members who wish to be sent further details of the arrangements for the dinner are asked 
to kindly complete the form enclosed with thls members only supplement and to send it, at 
their earliest convenience. to our Press and Publicity Officer. The form may also be used to 
make provisional bookings. 

MEMBERSHIP SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 

The !Rublicity Sub-Committee thanks all those members who replied to the questionnaire 
which was enclosed with our last members only supplement. The response far exceeded 
expectations. Many constructive suggestions were made and these are all being carefully 
considered by the Sub-Committee . 

TIMETABLES 

The Executive Committee has noted with concern the various shortcomings of the British 
Rail "all-system" timetable, e. g., format, errors, short supply. The views of members are 
invi'ted. Please send these to Mr. P. G. Scott (one of the Society 's assistant secretaries), 11. 
Duffield Close, Harrow, Middlesex. HAl 2LG. 



SUBSCRIPTIONS 

A subscription renewal form for 1975 is enclosed. If you have not done so alr~/. would 
you kindly assist the Membership Secretary by sending him your remittance without delay. 

KNOW YOUR REPRESENTATIVE ! 

The following is an amendment to the information given in Members only supplement 

No. 19 (June 1974) :-

BRANCHES 

West Yorkshire 

Mr. L. Schofield has resigned as Branch Secretary. The Acting Branch Secretary is 
MI. P. T. Stevenson, of 57 , Primley Park Cresce.nt. Alwoodley . Leeds, LS17 7HY. 

TRANSPORT IN METROPOUTAN AREAS 

A meeting of representative RlS members from metropolitan areas, to review transport 
developments in those areas. was belc:l in Birmingham on 7th DecembeT. A full report of 
the meeting will appear in our next issue. 

PUBLISHED by the RAILWAY INVIGORATION SOCIETY for the exclusive information of its 
members . 


