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RAC/AA v THE JUGGERNAUTEERS

The matoring arganiations and those representing the rosd haulage industry (iuich as
the Road Haulage and Freight Transport Amociations) have in the past been generally
sccapied as an imtegral part of the Foad Lobby, with common sims and obijacts, Le.
the building of more and better rosds. We shall, however, suggeit in this sriicle that
the time may not be far off when they see sach other in rather & different ight.

In & rutshell the members of ome group are vulnerable to the activities of the othar.
Ona only has o look at the findings of the Armitage Report - a year old last maonth —
to recall that the rate of involvement of heavy losries in fatal socidents per mile travel-
lod is still about 40% highar than that of other wahicle, snd that “oer divers and
cyclists are intimidated by the are of lorres and sometimaes by the way they are driven™
Ag it was glio forcast that the milasge of lorries of over 25 tonnes could well increase
wmm—?ﬁihﬁyumrlnﬁml—mllhhmﬂ-nmm
than better,

The inspiration for this itam came largely from a similar article which appeared in the
Summer 1981 issue of “Transport Action™ {quarterly magaring of Transport 2000
Conadal which contained the dramatic headline *Trucking Industry Squashes Auto-
Users™ or if you would prefer the French sulb-title * Ls Camion va-t-il Ecraser la potite
vouture”, Much of what follows will probably have a familiar ring about it but the
position in North America seems to have been scoentuated by the trend towards
smsller, more compact, sutomobiles a1 the same time as the trucking industry is exert-
ing pressurs on govesiments to allow incresses in truck soes

Their main reasons are:- to increese losd capacity, fusl and lsbour product-
ivity. This in itself emphasises the dual standards by which read and rail are judged —
at least in the UK. — where B.R. is being lambasted by its political masters at simost
weskly inwrvals for i poor productivity. Nothing, however, s ever sald about the
nmﬂuﬂlmﬁlmu.hdwhwu-mdhumimrmﬂu.

MNevartheless it is the safety mpects with which we are mainly concemad and the AAA
&marican Automabile Association) i coming increasingly to appreciate the risks its
msmbers are running as this trend continues 1o have, for the first time, obtained data
which largely corraborates the findings of Armitage, and thowing that while trucks
accounted for 20% of vehicle exposure on expresswiayt and turnpikes, they wers
involved in 35% of the fatal sccidents. i.e. a fatal accident rate more than twice that of
pamenger cari. On some routes such as the Pennaylvania, Ohio and New Jersey Tum-
pikes st rmany as 50% of all fatel sccidents involved a blg truck, It was slwo stretsed
that the number of large vehicles in the traffic stream has gone up rapidly in recent
VRIS,

The most significant part of the TA article, however, was the sditorial nate which
drew sttention to the findings of U.5. surveys that the truck ing industry is not paying
its share of highway construction and maintenence coits — sormithing which we have
knnwr:mmllmﬁhm:mwhnmiﬂmmwhmﬂmﬂu;u
Iong-haul rucking becomes Ron-competitive due 1o the effect of higher fusl and
labsour cowts, it might be more sconomic to send more fraaght tratfic by rall. {¥What a
novel idea!!!] One thing seems clear from all this and that = that the railways have a
much greater capacity for moving passengers AND freight in safe co-existence and not,
as on the roads, ot the axperss of ssch other (in trms of human lives),

This therefore calls into question one of the major amgurment for building mare and
better motorways and, with the recent sssertion that the much herzlded proposals for
an Oxford — Birminghem link, so warmly praised by Trenspart Under-Secretary,
Kenneth Clarke, and costing £250m., are based on erroneous figures [Sunday Times
15/11/81) perhaps the time has come when a much harder look nesds o be takan by
the tranipart plenners ot the social utility of mors concrete and tar; the loss of so much
#gricuitural land snd once and for all to lay the myth that matorvwsy mokes driving
safar. “There are none 8o biind a5 do not wigh to see” and If vou have sver had i
uggernaut on your tall whose driver is damned if he s going to gt out of top gear for
@ mord motorist iv is o cete of baing the “guick or the dead ~

"Bince preparing this iterm the Governmant’s propossis and White Paper for increasing
lorry waights (largely in ling with the demands of the road haulage industry] have baen
published. This reinforces the need for the motoring organisations o reach a deciticm
# to whera thay stand on this important sswe. With the protpects of the proposals
being bulidozed through with little provision made to meet the ather rcomimien da-
tions of the Mmm;;!!m the lot of the private matorist is not likely to be
improved, particularly & one of the lesser-known sffects of heavier lormies i thair
Rropensity (o wear swoy the skid reslstance of rosd suriscas mors rapldiy. I, & s
likely this makes for an increass in the incsdance of scchderyts, a3 we have sen abowe,
the drivers of cars are |lkaly @ come off warss,

(Sea also Members Only Supplement]

WITH THIS ISSUE —
IN PARLIAMENT - MEMBERS SUPPLEMENT? — A.G.M. NOTICE

A TALE OF TWO CONFERENCES

(A} N.U.R. Chisf Denias Overmanning

Delegates reprasanting Rail Users” Groups from Cleethorpes to Falixstowes and from
Shetfiald to Yarmouth, mesting in Sleaford, Lines. on 17th Detober, weore told by Bill
Fordham — N.U.R, Executive Councll Member — that overmanning on B.R. was “utter
nonsense” and ware quoted fipures to thow how menpowar reductions had been schiaved
over the past 16 years. He agreed, howsver, that some staff ware not necessarily being
uted in the moat effective way but stressed B.R's pressing nesd for investment in new
tl;; and rolling stock, without which, 3,000 track miles might have to be closed by
1983

Dwlagates had already roceived reports from RDS Committes Members John Barfiald,
Seeve Wilkinson and Trewor Garrod on national issues of psriicular concsen to il users
witihgh ineludé: -
i} The podtible wie of B.R" prafits fram sale of suerplus tand on sscandary
fines to wpporT the services on those lines, upon which no satisfactosy response
had been recelved from aither B.R. or the Property Bosrd, and on which the
backing of M. Ps was nesdeg

fiil  Tha importance of establishing good relatianships with local Transpar
Usarns” Consultative Commitiess and of Usars’ Groups obtaining regeaiantation
TMerenn

ilil  The need for graater financial inducements for potential rall users ieg.
season ticket loans, radlcands #tc.,| 8nd for the phasing out of tax concessions
for company cars,




a

The concluding speaker | Mr.D.Mutt, Lineolnshire County Council Public TI'_IHPD_'I"I
Oifficer} outiined the positive staps his authority hed taken o sssist local rail sarvices
by duch mosures as

la) & roliing programma for re-opening local rail stations;

ib)  suppart for the Peterborough — Spaiding service; :

Izl contributing towands the cost of kevel crostng mgdarnisation an the

Granthem — Skagree line;

idl  co-operation with B.A. on local timstable planning
Other matters discussed by the 32 delagatas, reprosenting B Groups and local Branches
of R.D.S., included the relstionship batween the Society and such groups, the need for
mare direct advertising of rural rail servsces to the general public and for changes in the
et ilbogical bownsisries of  Aail-Rover” and *'Ranger” tickets.

(B} ""The edges of the reilway system are crumbling”

Dwea of the main reasons wivy 27 dalegates and speskors cowaring Groupy from tha
Landan Midiand snd Wettern Regions met in Birmi the following Saturdsy
i2dsh Oetober] to leam of the toke of Local Auwrthorities in swpporting public
wansport and to discuss some of the problems feced by the 13 reil wers” groups repre-
wary o,

The apening discumion eentred on the financial plight of rursl raitweye, The Combeian
Coast Line wes facing the prospect of an enginering led closurs icollapse of Barmouth
WViaduct) whilst gwen suburban |ines faced speed restrictions due 1o 8'2-year backlog of
maintenance, British Rail planners were stating thet 1883 would b the watershed year
s, for example, make-do-and-mend, weh & that now balng exsrciand on the Cotiwaeld
Lire (Oxford — Worcester) could not kesp it going beyond then, There wers legal
problams ovar the introduction of outside capital to support 8. R’ activities and awen
grant from the E.E.C. The Government could, however, change the law if it had the
will and Confererce Chairman, Dr, Michasl Caton (R.D.5. Vies-Chainman) concluded
this session with & ples for members 1a write to their MLPs and to forward to him any
pyrmipd thatic replies they received, so that he could complie o dassber.

The Principsl Spesler (John Glover, Public Transport Co-Ordinstor with Surrey County
Councill having owercoma a local dersilmant launched fairdy briskly into @ historical
surwey wileh graphecally iBustrated the fall in public transport usage and in its compet-
itivenass, and also described the long-drewn-out process by which ol authorites
aliocate grant aid o thelr public transport services. He parionely faw Lransport & &
grawth industry but in the ayes of many pulblic transport would do wall to hobd itsowa
and he 2t eight important arsas where discussion by both public and government
{including rail usars” growps ) would be frufriul

After the lunch break, in which the BLB.C. "Open Dooe™ film on the Cambrian Cousst
Limm wias shovm, delegates split into two working groups 1o ttudy “ralling stock on
secondary hnes™ and “Tares and facilities”. Key points arising from these ware; the local
P.T.E's praference for electr|ficathon rather than new types of DMUs/Railbus e1c., thene
being no singls answer 1o the problems of rural lines; and the fact thet o lght-axle-load
push-pull laeo hauled solution should not be lightly dismissed. On the lattar subject
there was Concern at the continuing comglexity of fare structures an B8R, particlularly
wihiin the many diMerent types of Asilcerds were condidered end there was support for
#n “lnvestoes Raileard” for the residual category of employed childiess/35-86 year ald
men women in good haalth who were not otherwise coversd, [presumably 8.R. consider
they ean afford to pay the full fare]

-
-

Fﬂr_u-mm @ welcarme “tea break” delegates turned thalr attention to practiesl problem
sodving for particular Groups ranging from; response to srvice cuts: sbsence of train
timas wherd incressed services were financed by L.As {ie. decision ton late for inclusion
by 8.R.}; conflict of interest whan 3 RUG Mesmber la.g. Parish Councill disagrees with
mF madsrnisation proposal 1o lack of staff co-operation on bus/rail pramational

rries,

On the whale this first round of Regional Confarences seermns to have lived up to mem-

bar’ mpirations and the policy for future yeers will ba dicussed a1 the
Conference (n March G g

* Summaries of Conferences by Graham Collett and Simon Hartropp.
" The Sleaford Conference was chaired by Mational Chairman Mr. RV, Banks.

Full repasrts of sither'both Confarences may be obitained an application to .05 Sales
iMr. A.F.Johnson] 38, Grange Park, London W.5. (Please send 2 x sacond clas stamps
0 cover printing and postagal

-

LIGHT RAIL NOTES
TYNE & WEAR

O Friday Bth Nowember 1981 the Quean officially openad the third section of the
Metro, betwesn Haymarket station, in Newcasthe, and Howarth but i sarviced did
not commence untll Sunday 15th, prome

This lstest saction is probably the most important part of the whole network a2, for the
first tima, 1t nas oponed up the neart of Newcastle and Gateshesd 1o Light Rapid
Transit. A week liter, on Sunday 215t Novernbar, another major change in Tynesada s
mntl:_ut'un_qrtwrm ook place, a5 from that date most of the butes from all over
Tynaside which used 1o converge an Newcastls City eentre, tarminated instesd at one
of tha Metro/Bus interchanges at Heworth, Gateshaad, Regents Cantre of Four Lane
E‘hﬁ. where passengers now transter from Bas to Metro for the final part of thair

O of the main sttrections of the Metra is [t frequency of service o.g. between
Hewarth and South Gosforth (where two routes converge) Monday -:‘S‘-mrdn up il
18,00 thire i5 @ train ewery 3 mins. (5 mins. after 18,00 sad on Sundayl.

There have been very faw teething troubles with Matro up till now the one sarious
incident oceurring in the week sfter opening of the Istest saction when 3 Metrg train
hit & cor on one of the controversial open level cressings, ness Fawden station on the
Bank Foot line. Thesa crossings (two in number ) protected only by traffic tignale, are
situsted in densaly populsted wurban areas and it /s the first time they have been uied in
Such @ situation. Locsl people consider they are being used “ginea pig" by a local
ru:::_nt un:l‘-ltrluh-'hi f-!:-f:mh;n wave money by amitting any kind of protective barr|ers.
n incidant in guestion, however, the driver af the
the train ondy suffered mince: damase. R N TR

Plans have been put forwerd for extensians of Metro — 1o Newcastle Airport and Wash-
ington etc,, but the Government have refused 1o allow the land for any further lines 1o
be eatoguerded againet future devalogment so the proapectl for such exisnsions now
=em rather bilsak.

Adan Macaulay,




ZREATER LONDON

It finally seems that light rail is coming to London. Ever since the last tram ran in 18532
the Capital City has had no form of public werdport between tha high capecity, mlplm.-
ticarted, encemowily axpensive tuba railway and the relatively low copacity bus which,
sithough chesp in comparision, o operate, is at the mesey of the shered road traffle and
therefore unreliable,

Londan Transport has, however, been stwdying bght rail and has sweral options for
pomsildls routes under cansideration although high peiority is now baing given to the sres
of the newly formed Dockiands Development Corporation. Here it is that &
line will comrnence at Cubitt Tovwn fon the lsle of Dogsl amd ron o either Mile End
(Undergrownd Seation] or in & more North Weaterly direction 6 terminols In the :
vicinity of tha Minories. It is anticipatad that tha line, when chaosen, will be in oparation
by 1886, The experience grined by this initial enterpriss will suraly influsnce policy
regarding construction of furthar light ral projects ssownd London,

This sucesssful mathod of mass passenger trensportation, whare tha high capscity of a
Tall-izad raihway iv not reguined, has been used for mamy yeart on the Contimant and b
fast finding favour in other parts of the workd, notably in the U.S.A, and Canada. Itis
Tar mare flexible than an underground railvay 85 (1 can ba kald in roads similar o bus
lans; in shalbow sutnveys (lilce the ald Kingway Tunnel; through padestrian precncts
and shopping malls. 1t sn follow the cantral reservation of i rasds or
the track bad of an abandoned railbwey ard parhaps even share freight-onby lines.
Except in the Latter [or in subways| no expendive stations ara neaded, the ear being
entered from ground leval. Thay can slso be driven *'On akghit” like o bus o that no
expengive signalling systam need be installed,

Vehicles in general use elsewhare e of the sx-axls arbculated type with a si dincl,
Howrewar the type of cir can be varied 10 Uit particular construction and ean elther be
Mun g dingle units o coupled i pairs. On routes thet have little or no subwey construc-
tion sven double deck cars can be oonalderad.

Amang rounss stedied in sarlier years i that following broadly the, now sbandoned,
raitvwary betwean Finsbury Park, thro, Highgate, to Muswell Hill which was a1 one time
aerrmirked a5 on exansbon of the Madthemn Line tubs frarm Ithe ramaining
section batwean Finabury Park and Mocrgate being taken over by B.R. for the G.M.
Inneer Suburban Electrics. | Traffic bevween Muswall Hill and s ot pranent
catered for by an intentive bus service to Firsbury Park B.R/LT (Victoris and Plecs
dilly Llnss),

It is unclerstood that Harringay Councl, in whose area most of the rowts liss, is very
rmuch in favour of the scheme although they have transfarmaed part of the old rail bed
between Highgate and Finsbury Park into a “Park Walk™. However, to arouse public
intErest #nd gain support for tha light rail scheme a Group has bean foemed o en-
courage London Transport to implerment the project and is now actively satting up its
‘organisation and planning its campaign,

Lionel Boylen

Ay of our resders who lve in the wicinity or have any interest in the light rall schame
and would like to assist sre invited 1o contact the loader of the Group, Mr. K, Twnite,
{2 London & Home Counties Branch Memberl who resides at Fiat 7. 81, Mayes Road,
Wood Grean, N22. (Tel. 01-889 97081 ED.

]
o
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FREIGHT REPORT
* FEC = Freight Sub-Committes

FURTHER DEVELOPMEMNTS AT WELWYN  Since aur report in July IRDN M. 11,
B-71 Welwyn Garden City seems ot to bacome one of two locations earmarked for
major development. BRS/BA and UMB Transport of 5t. Albans plan 1o expand the
Foroutage method of bringing goods 1o 8 central location by rail and tranaferring tham
i larnes for onwand distribution B RS sl proposs to st up @ similer operstion ot
Kentizsh Tewn

Mr William MacFariane, ot the UMB Group recently unveiled pldns for the tam acre
site which will include a purpose-built rail-mrved 50,000, ft. warehouse at Eiridge
Road East. Welwyn, which being situated in the highty populsted South Esst will only
require short distince oparation by supporting road transport mrvices. Traffic direct
from the Continent will be unloaded in bond, thus minimising customs deisy, and
girnilar outwerd Nows are proscied.

The Sociaty’s London & Homa Caunties Branch is in touch with Mr. MacFariana snd
it will be recalled that devalopmant of this vite wes suggestad abeut a wear sgo by the
Freight Sub-Committea,

CONESIDERABLE RAIL INVESTMENT IN OXON - Lansdown International Facili-
ties opened their new fraight complex near Abingden in June Tast year, Wo wish the
Company wall in this venture and hope the site will liva up to its motto of “A Gateway
o the Work]"

NEW LIFE FOR ELY  The BSC sugas beer factory ha seently been sold to the
Poter Group, a storage and transport firm alresdy operating from Ramsey, Ripan and
Kiddarminatar. The factory site i naxt to the main King's Lynn - Camibrldge rellway
Ene and already has extionsive sidings in situ. The Companmy sme planning 1o dovelop the
%ite & & rail distribution centre, viz, the Railstors complex at Remford, Their own
shunting lpco. o alréady on the site and the East Anglian Branch hawe pladiged suppart
o their apalication for 8 "Section 8 Grant™

“SUPERSAVERS™ FOR B.R. FREIGHT CUSTOMERS? - Commanting an why B.8,
had lost valuable milk and spring flowar treffic, tha NFU representative speaking &t &
Transport 2000 meating in Cormwall, saud *"Charges were too high and that B.R. shoubd
mitroduce “Superavers'” for freight customars &8 wall as paLtergers,

PIGGYBACK COMING TO BRITAIN - Novatrins the Franch combined transpoTt
company arg planning to operate Piggyback treing  hapefilty by the end of the yEar,
#nd B.R. are confidant of the idea. The first rowts & likely to connect Manchaster with
the rall-ferry terminal at Harwich (Parkeston Ouay)

NOT SUCH A NEW IDEA - “In all parts of the country road-rail containers ars MW
belng used with great success for the transportetien of merchandise of evary kind ™
INot from eurrent sdvertising biurh - but from a handbill isuwed ooy the “Big Four™
reilway companies m January 7997 1)

A LOMG WAY TO GO BEFORE B.R. MATCHA.L - Although the freight diveian of
8.A is maffering in the currant sconomic depression. they are hosdly likely 1o mateh

the loss of £1,000 per minute alleged 1o be the norm at B.L Ezcording o @ mecent Palicy
Studias Report




FREIGHT OML.T = NOT AN IMPOSSIBILITY  In recent correspondence betwean
London Transpart and the F.5.C _ the Exacutive. whilst not abde 10 comenit isell in
principle, agroed that an application for a private siding off the Metropalitan Line north
af Harrow would recsive careful considergtion

B.R. APPEARS TO HAVE JAMMED THE WORKS - Despita it proximity to the
rellway and various amendments in the Locsl Draft Plan, Chivers Hartlgy (part of the
Cadbury Schweppes Growpl ane unlikely to consider rail traffic in their E5m. davalng
ment plans for a new jam plant a1 Histon “B.R were not very enthussatie shout the
idaa when we consuited them i the esrly itagas’ commenied & Company official st
tha Planning Meating which wes ~gllgd v Alscuss the 'rafic smgplicstions of this large
schame

WELL KNOWN BEVERAGE KEEPS ON THE RIGHT TRACK - Arthur Guinness
hava been granted £82,500 toweards the cost of renmaing special tanks to continue the
Freightliner Service from Park Royal (MW London! te Runcorm, This will benafit the
residential roads of the area by not increzsing the alrmady heawy lasry traffie,

MOTORAIL AT ELY CUT BACK THIS YEAR - Dua ts Matorsil loswes kst year, the
Ely/Stirling sarvice will only operate on one night this coming Summer. If, and whan,
the current récession picks up, it s hopad to restore the service to its former warking
schrdula

BUZBY GOES TO SLEEP - Over the last few months the F.5.C. hat had considerable
corrmpondence with British Rail, British Steel, National Coal Board, British Sugar
Corporation and the C.E.G.8, This has always rosulted in wywedy and Informative
answers ‘and ‘nformation Mot o the Post Office however * A& lotten was sent 1o tharmi,
ot Gresham Sireet. on 16th Sepoermiber, 4 photocopy and further lattars an 20sh
Octobar snd 4th Movembar. At the time of writing & reply has still ot been recsived,
PDUJ':E:IM nﬂ- been called in to get Burby to gat his wirgs unerogesd, Mare nest
I5LE hope

FENLAND GRAIN GOES “AWAYDAY" - In & previowus FEue we reported that grain
was going from larch to Leith overnight. Due to the wicoais of this apsration, Fangrain
Lid., Britasn's largest carsal co-operative, with its H,(L ar Wimblington, have now
ﬂ.l'lﬂ'H'Il'i'lﬂl'lrh‘lu".'w|ﬂ1hﬂ'HH¢mupl1'uﬂ'hﬂﬂtrlhmﬁHIh\rrﬂﬂ
well. The “Farmers Waskly™ gave the wabject almost & full page report,

SECTION 8 FOR PRESTON The recent Section 8 Grant made by
the D. Tp, micluded one of £79, 100 1owards the cost of facilities in associgtion
with 3 new rail siding for the oil distribution terminal at Praston for Messres Williama

SFw

SPECIAL NOTICE TO FIEDIL USERS" GROUPS
Don't forget the ciety’s National Conference in LONDOM
27th MARCH - Principal Speaker, Ray Bucktgn,
If you or yous roup have not sttended ome of our Conferences g write g

betor
I:i;"rﬂ' 18, Clapham Road. Lowstoft, Sutfolk, NR32 1AQ o be put op the
iling

IN PARLIAMENT No. 13 JANUARY 1982

Selected extracts from parliamentary guestions and spmachas Commans replias given by
Transport Secretary, David Howell. or his Parfiamentary Secretary, Kenngth Clarke
unless otharwite shown

C= Comervalive, Lab = Labour, Lib = Liberal

An asterisk denotes the raply v giwan orally

OCTOBER 10  Chrs Patten (C Oxford] ssked whaot was the incresse in product.
ivity achieved by BR in sach of the last five WEBrE
Mr. Howel Productiwity 1s expressed n passenges miles and nat fraight tonne miles
pev member of staff per yesr
Endof year 1876 137.2; 1977 1409 1978 1447
1878 478 1980 1429
Tha recant decline i partly sttributable 1o 8 drap in freight carryings

CHUNNEL: “Aim is to gat on as fast as possible”

OCTOBER 21 - * Sir Alberr Costain (C Folkpstons & Hythel Are you sware that
Py constituents and | hope that vour rame will be associsted with starting the Channel
Tunrel ?

Mr. Howel The twnnel  perhaps | should say link, & it may not be just & twnnel - s
a project | approsch with humility. The wey discussions are going with tho French
suggests they may need a litde longer than the end of 1981 to reach deciions, My aim
5 to got on e Tapt as possible

4ol Prescott (Lab. Kingston on-Hull East] Are the Government prepared o exarcise
any pressure on BA to guarantee freight throughputs snd raite the poaeibility of the
nationalised ssctor ance mare underpinning the private sctor ?

Mr. Howell- Britain is kooking to the private sector to finance the profect and bear the
commercial risgcy

Nichols: Winterton (C. MacclesTisidl. Do you feel it would be approgeiate 1o make a
Faterment of intent, If not to announcs the kntrodecton of legisiation in the Ouwesi's
tpeech 1 Not only weuld that give confidence 1o the French Government that W g
mot planning 1o go back on the scheme, but it would provide & ussful capitad project
for employment purposes

Mr Howel! Before we come to the question of legislanan. it i necessary for a chaaser
view to be established batween the two sides on the type of schams snd therefore tha
form of legislation needad | recognise your enthusiasm, but we must take one step ot &
time. The first is 1o resch agreerent in principle.

Arthur Lawis (Lab Mewham North-West) | have asked my QUESTRON O U mer oL
occasions; however the tunnel (s Bulll, how sre we 1o protect it froem e rrorism ?

Mr. Howell: We shall have to address oursalves 1o the matter when we know the Iype
of scheme involved

Roger Moate (C. Faversham] Do you agree that a guarantee by BR of a minimum
rgaughpet would be the wame as a GCovernment guarantes

Mr. Hows!! You are touching on an aspect of some of the conditions in one or more
of the schemas. We are looking at the private sector to bear the commercial risks. We
shall not look with enthusiasm at propositions which do net eatigfy thoss condditions




ai

Manchester Airport link planned

" drdegw Sonverr [Lab, Srockport]: Thers i bittarmass in the Grsater Manchaster srag
over lack of investroend in Tamport, companed with the inwestment [n othar cormrbs
tigns, Will you consider urganily the guestion of allewing electrification ol the Prasion
—Bahan—Manchaster lina and the riplacemant of rmeny of the sut-of -date multiple
un=ii gperatng to tha north of the city, end will Wkl ancoursge BR to investigato tha
possibill vy of a raal Sink from Mandhester to its ainpoet 7

Mr. Clarke; Priorities for invastment ere a matter for the BR board, BR and the FTE
heewe many plans for nvestimant in Manchaster, ingluding the girport Hnk, replscermnent
of stogh on tha Hury ling ond other mat ters, BR's own prioeitles seam o indacate that
rrare will be going 1o this s

Kenneth Mavks {Lab. Manchestsr Gorton): Expenditure on both road snd rail in the
city of Manchester in particular was held back for many yvears because of the possible
opening of the Pie-Vie Bne. Wil you ke thet [nto consideration 7

M. Clarke. Thens Iy something in what you say. Ple-¥le hetd up planning when it
seemied o rogl possibillty. | have givan en engwer sbout rail priocities, Wa srg praasng
ahead with Marchestar outer ring raad.

Hoger Stort (Lab. Westhough tond: Mr. Boath (Opposition trarsport spokasman|, Mr,
Frescott and | speni & day discusiing with BR managerment the problams in the area.
Ase you mware that signalling on the narth of the city was installed at the baginning of
the century 7 Such probloms will be solved only if the Governmant makas smrigus funel-
Ingg avallable and axtend the firencing limits.

Mr. Clarke: Investment propositions will come to the Govermment in due =il 21
“Varioud proposals sm [n the plpeline.

* Walter Jahnson {Lab. Derby South): The BR Board neads am sarky decision an
finaneisl aid, ot just for this vear but for the future, to enable it 1o place long-term
contrects for the ranewal of rolling stock, locos, modernisstion of track snd s rualinsg,
e If thit i not dons operations on some sect|ons of lina will come to o geinding halt,

Mr. Howedl: The investment ceiling st stands ot £326 million, whvich wan set by tha
Labour Gavernment, investment must be infarenced by husiness perforrmanos, In view
af current pressures, nothing can be steolutely protected. | resise that investroent i§
nesded, but mvestrmont funds do nat grow on (e,

oy Whitnay (C. Wycombel: Will you remind Sir Peter Parioer that o 1% sddition to thi
rail pay bell Peears 5% lass availabile for invastment 7

Mr. Howell: The 1881 pay settement is being fimanced by postoonarment of the 30-
fowr week and new productivity on which work is progressing. More funds going into
imstment i Bound to mesn restraint snd modetation, increased productivity and
reduction of restrictive practices.

Warning that 3,000 miles might have to close

* Gordon Sagier |Lab. Sunderiand Southl: Do you eccet that (necoma from fares |s
highes pro rata than thet of practically sny other rallwey Systam 7 Uniass irvestment
it forthcoming, within tha next few years, the projection of BR is tha clomre of 3,000
mides of railway. Signalling must be recawed. Instead of talling off Naorth Saa oil and
2, it would be far bertér lo use same of the Income from that and inwest in this
important nations| aset.
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Mr. Hawell! | recognise the point you ara taking up. | meet the B bosrd chalrman 1o
discuss these mattars and it may well be that some may be put before ma.

Haf Mitigr (C. Bromsgrove snd Redditch): There is public snadety sbout the quality of
some of the declsions and frustration at trying to get ot the raasans behind them. One
axample iy the closure of the Heralord and Worcester main line 1o through trains,
apparently because BR is unable to maintain the track, How are the pubilic to assess
whather BR is using that as a lever, perhaps to prise more funds aut of you ?

Mr. Howedl: The matter you raise is the pattesn by which nationalised industries are
organised. | &m sure the board and the chairman are aware of your views, and | shall
w8 that the polnt you have mede sre possed on,

Albert Booth (Lab. Barrow-in-Furnessl: The rail policy document published by BR
indicates ehot 3,000 miles of track will hewe 10 be tokan eut of commision during the |
decade unigss there is a change in investmant policy. Your appointment to your prasent
position will be very welcome if it does no more than lead 1o an intelligant review of
railwey inveastment,

Mr. Howedl: | have seen s mantion of this ganeral figure of 3,000 miles. There are
obwvicusly some very important considerations, such 2 track maintenance snd the
radition of very high safety standards. | thall certainky baar thesa in mind.

Surprise grant of an extra £110 million

NOVEMBER 24 ~ M. Howall: In & written reply to fan Millz (C. Meriden], announ-
cad an axtra grant of £110m. for BR, ~I have decided to acorpt the BR Board's revised
clasm for grant for 1881 in the wm of £754.7 million. The increase of £110.4 million
over the original claim, snnounced on March 28, compenagtes fior the reduction in
passangr revenus from that fonecest,” He sdded in the Cammons kater that the figures
laft no doubt of the need to improve tha finaneis! position snd said that further iyt
cuitting messures wane vital,

NOVEMBER 25 — " Sir Anthany Rapie IC. Richmond]: When you diseus o
ment with BR, will you discuss the proposs! to close Broad Strest station and ensurs
thet BR does not close the [ine ?

Mr. Howedl: | take notw of what you heve said.

More spent on policing LT to prevant crime

* Stan Mewens {Lab Marlow): What ig the current level of Govermmant grants towdrds
the cost of policing Londan Transport 7

Mr. Clarke: Mo spacific grant is made. This is part of LT's averall costs, far which it
rEDigvies support from the GLC; that suppost s Bligible for suppdarmentary grant from
the Gowarmment,

Mr. Newens: In it not fair to assume that BR are unisirly penalised by having & pay
for policing services when the read haulage industry does not 7

Mr. Clarke: W do not beeak down grant in quite that way. Wa sgroed with Sir Horace
Cutler, that there would ba increased axpanditure of £9 million spread ower threa years
on new equipment for LT poliging.
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incrozed numbers of people emoloyed and the Improved aguipment, there has been &
reductban in the incidence of violence on LT 7

Mr. Ctarke: The supplemeantary gront was higher than it would otherwise have bean to
toka sccount of that. Aadics and vandasl-proof ticket selling machines are being installed
I do mot have figares about the reduction of crime, but we hope that these improve-
ments are having some effect

Frank Oobson (Lab. Holborn & St Pancre): 18 itnot one of the resans for the |[neriss
in wandplism and violance on the Underground the demanning policies of succemive
Govemnmants 7 Reducing the numbar of staff on stations means that nobody is availabla
to come 10 the aid of guards or drivers,

idr. Clarke: This is just another ingenicus way in which a Labour MP for London ks try-
ing 10 Incroase the staffing on LT. Ratepayers would bo batter off if manning were
braught down to the level sctually reguired,

Albert Boath (Lab, Barrowein-Furnessl: Wil tha Transport Secratary consider intro-
dhucing legislation to make onystal dear the powers possesed by hacsl authorities to
give revenus suppoer] In pursuil of democraticslly doclared and supported fanes poli-
chas 7

M, Howsel!: Mo, gir.

BR trying out prototype DMUs
* Aok Straw (Lab, Blockburn): Ars you swore thet the diasel multiple unit flest, 25
years old in many areas. has been deteriorating, and that unless more cash it gheen
urgently to mplace these fleats, the services they cover will grind into the dust ?

Afr, Howell- BR has besn trying out prototypes, When it reaches a conclusion, the
matier will come before Government. You spend 40 much time siling BR short and
emiphasising how difficult things are that you fonget Shat considerable irvastment i
tak ing place through partnership batween Government, BA management and unions,
WWe should do betrer If we heard 8 inte more of the pasitive side.

Worries about future of Ssttle — Carlisle ling

" Johint Wetson (0, Skiptonk: On the waditianal motion for the o] curmumian,
expressed the fear that the 70-mile line from Settle 1o Carlisle might be the
subject of a closure proposal. He added: It runs partly over samathing called tha
Ribbdahead viaduct. This is apparently falling down end eosting BR £1 50,000 a
vear to keep it standing. A full reinstatement, sccording 1o one varsion of BR's
figures, would cost £6 millian. According to BR, if that monay i not spent, the
viaduct will not kast longer than six years.

Tha waffic hoed, according to BA, has been declining and, quite deliberately, from
st May |t will decline further because sl intar-city traing dlay wilch heve bean
trossing the viaduct betwaen Nottingham and Glasgow will go by the westerly
Laneashire route. |f the line wers 1o dose, one station, Satte, would close 100. Some
quarry traffic would be lost. Mast important, the popular Dales rzll sarvies, which
:ﬂli 6,000 people & year from Leeds and Bradford, would presumably 0lso heve to

W

There is a national significance. This is the highest railway in E patsing through
thie wrldest and most basutibul countryside. Its comtrsctson in 1874 must have been
o of the most heroic acts of the railway age. Tha line has a strategic significance,
linking West Y orkshire to Scotland, and offers a valusble relief to the Shap routs

Dioss this me-routing have amything to do with the condition of the visduct 7 fre we
fiacing & major reduction in the passenger rail network ? | am sure my friend Mr. Joslin
regrats that his duties prevent him from participating in this debpts,

Chief Whip intervenes in suppart

Michae! Joplin (C. Westmarland): Chief Whips do not make speoches, but may | say |
share Kr, Watson™s views and hid feelings shout the Ribblehesd viaduet,

M. Wistsan: When | ssked BR to what sxtent the visduct was wsed by Treight traffie, |
did not get 8 consequaniial mpd . The only figuea | was given, informall s, was that it
Wwas 5iX O seven ireing B day. Such is the enthusiasm for this line that volunieers wen
prepared & st by it end eaunt the frelght trains over a perlod of days, and they came
up with a figurs nearer 30 o day. Most significant was the nature of the freight: lime-
§tone - enal, stewl and show-moving heavy goods. The camriage of such freight
has declined, in ling with the recession. If we sre io from the economic reces-
slon, one fo tha first signals may well be greater sctivity in the (imestone sggrogate
industry or stell . Such rail traffic might be among the firet to pick up,

Of outstanding importance to national heritage

Whiat would be the ctratesgle ramifications of dlosure 7 Mest of the traffic would be
transferred to the Shap line. | doubt the feasibility of transferring 25 to 30 wains a day
to that line, and if the freight traffic were %o incresse, the Shap lne would becoma
substsntially overloaded. happers if Shat line nesds maintenancs ? If we lasa the
Settie—Carlisle, the cnly alternative routs throughout the west of England i the round-
about route through Cumbeia snd Whitehawen.

Vihat about the condition of the wisduct 7 1t leoks oleay o ma. Who sayvs it will eost
EB million to past it right? | guestion whether this figure is realistic, or whether it has
been injected for some wider cosmetic purpase. Even if we close the line, we cannot
Isave the wipduct, |ikas soma apeing Roman squeduct, 1o rot as the genturios pase.
Decommissioning would invalve some oost and that wauld have to be taken into
OB

That £8 million is the cost of building one mile of extra motorway 8t today's prices.
I the public are to be aked to sppeove wueh & propossl, they are antitled to souwnd snd
rationsl answers o the guastions | have raised.

Robert Adloy |C. Christchurch & Lymington - Of significance to those who, like me,
watch the activities of the Steam Locomotive Operators Association i the fact that
thas |5 one of the fow |ines licansed to run steem engines,

In the past BR hove aften reduced & 18ivice and the income, incresied costs and then
put forward a sound cate for closing the line. Wa need a prompt and honest answar
from BR about its intantions towsends the line, which 1t advertises as the most spactac-
ular in England. For how long will it be & main ling ? What sbout using the National
Har|tage Memaorial Fund for the line 7 The National Haritage Act 1880 empowers the
fund’s trustees to give financial assistance towards the cost of acquiring, maintaining or
preserving land, buildings, works of 2t and other iterns of outstanding importance to
v national karitage.




In ite way Ribblahead is as significant as Ingleborough, which
Giod provided for the netlon. Tha Ribblehead viaduct Is avery bit s significant &
humdreds of the buitdings Brted s Imparant. I by wome weird and orritd s mischance
the |Ir i3 closed, afbeit temporarily, the nation should retain & right 10 tha track bed
for future use sither by BR in an emergency or by othess,

Ministar's letter sbout viaduct was a mistake

Ehrisimphar Price (Lob. Lewishom West): | was brought up in and around Ribblshead
visduct, Anyone who knowe e loves that gart of Yorkehine must endorse the memsage
of the debate  that the viaduct must survive 2 8 working railway line which is nacas-
sary for the country and is part of the most splandid plece of the Yorkshire environment.
| hope that we shall hedr some com forting wards,

M. Clarke: Thers is considarsble local concern about tha futurs of this line, which has
been marked by the fact that Mr. Jogling (Government Chief Whip| has broken the
silence normally imposed wpon him in the Howsa, 10 express the concern of his con-
stifuents

An ennouncement was made by the BR Boerd that the Nottingham — Glasgow sarvice
would be re-routed from May 1882 vis Manchester and Preston, That geve rise to
speculation about the condition of the viadwct. Part of putting the record siraight
irdves explalning @ discrepancy in & eontradictory statement which Me. Howell mada
I o lexter o Sir Keith Josaph — a lottsr written in érror snd on sdvice thit was mie-
takimn,

Sir Kaith sshod for Mr. Howell's comments on & lottar recsived from an organisstion
known & Frignds of the Ssttls—Carfishe Ling Association. It expresssd the faars
deseribed by Mr. Watson. The reply was sent on advice but without eonsulting the 8R
Board. The msertion on the face of the wtter from the comBitusnts thal there wis &
dotarsgration in the visduce was scoepted without guestion by my department. Mr.
Herwedl sent & reply which aceagied the premise and procesded an that basks.

That ketter evaniualhy came 1o the notice of the BR Board, which realised that it wes
Insccurate. Yia have since bean ssurad by tha board that the decislon to reroute B
Hottingham — Glosgeue service has nothing o do with the coraditiaon of the vieduet,

Thae dacision was tsken on commercial graunds. |t s commaercially mare attractive to
taike trains through substantial centres like MManchester and Preston instead of Settbe,

The boeed intands %o introduce & focal srvice between Lesds snd Carlisle, which & not
based on the condition of the viaduct. Nevertheless, tha BR Boand is concermiad about
tha gondition of the Ribblshasd vaduct 1t reguires supengliiura. | da not have the
astimate; the Tranmport Departmant dom not produce estimates of the cost of mpeiring
structures, That takes us 10 the serlous guestion of hosw that tort of structurad renesral
will be financed by the BR Board, given it finenclsl diffloultes.

Memorial Fund idea will be explorad

This glwes rise to quattions abour the level of suppert given by the Govermment. This

iv not haed on an itemby-lem bill being submitted to us. Wa facad the snme probiams,
speculations and demands for specific sume of money When thare was controversy last
year aboul Barmouth viaduct in Wales,

wiil

Wa have listened 1o two Members who have visited the Ribblehaad visduct. We may be
talking about a few million pounds, but we must consider that demand againat the
backprournd of the total codt of the railweys, | do not deny that over the yean thars
has been sibstantial negiect of rack renawal and strectural mpaine on proviesiol and
rural serviees. That goes back 10 or 156 yesrs, BR has been unable to do mauch more
than pateh and mand on provinciel sarvices. 1o is far BR o draw up its own mvestmen
Programmas, MEsir tha siructuns nd provide the wervice we oblige it to,

A Adeffep: Willl you ask Sir Poter Parker to take up the iea of the Mational Haritap:
Memorial Fund 7

Hr. Cfarke: | give that undertaking. The suggestion sams inganious, One diffioulty
that B oparates under is that it has ower TOO listed buildings on i network, through
wivich it 14 Mappasod B run & modern rallway o far @ conservationist ond others will
allow, Thera may e sclvaniages in your suggestion: 1 ahall maks so it is oxploned.

Possibility of EEC help to be explored

Hob Cryper |Lab, Kedghley|: Will vou aso suggest 1o Sir Pater Parker that he explores
EELC sourced 7 | understand from & European Assembly represenitative that mansy
might ta evailable from the Comman Morket for & specific purpoe.

My, Clarke: That s warth [rwestigating, bt we have had a prelimingry look and it it
not very encouraging. | do not befisve that Ribbdehead b [n an assisted arsa, which
rreind that the regional davelopment fund is sutormetically ruled out. However, if other
European funds sre available, B8R and tha Government will be interested, but a1 prewent
na specific transpart infrastruciure funds are provided by the Comemunity. Tha British
Gowernment ara among thoss maogt active in trying 1o make progress towards an
infrastructure fund,

Because of recent speculation, wou faer that sooner or later the Government will be
msked 10 spprove closure. We shall cross that beldga when we come o it We cannol go
round the country prejudging dosures case by osse. It is not possible, 83 we sre some
times pressad to do, to give an absolute undertaking shat not a mile of ralbwey line will
g0, There is a lot of bidding from friends of the railway, trying to pet a bit mare 1o
rapair thig, Impeows that or eloctrity the other . . .

M. Clarke wi still spasking when he was nepped by the time Emit

Progiared by Lown Hipperson & Jeck Eifis { Railway Development Society)



MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE

Hive you considerad the bonafits of receiving prompt. reliable transpart
information direct from the country which intarests you? Our subser |ption
sarvice to oversess magatines enables you to have that. The following isa
salection from our lat *plesse send a large SAE for full details
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Electric Trachion
Mgas Translr

EMCF s popular waekly 1eileay and family magazino
A, vary high quality bi-monthly with articles and naws.
& monthly magazing about the suocessful Netherlands
Raifways —~ and mudh more!

A quality magazing tor the enlhusedl of German
riibways, yesterday, tocdey and tomorrow,

The quality German magazine covering 4l sspects of
wrban tranapoet,

Adl the news from Haly.

The Australian urban transpart magazine

Lirban Transit news from the LISA,

For datails of all the above and many more welte to:- "

AAPID TRANSIT PUBLICATIONS
37, Wallesley Road, Nford, London 1G1 40X

Gira: 33 884 4000

REGIONAL NOTES

LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

At the Branch A.G M. an 2Bth October. Charles Rowe, who irfran
on the amalgamation of RIS & RDA in 1078, stepped Sown tﬁ mﬁrmﬁ:-l
ment in favour of Or Frank Tomiim O T 0 maeccal man from Chingford, M.E
London, &5 &n all-round ranl and trarmmay enthusiast but has nevartheless bwen Inrg.al
ingirumantsl in devaloping the Society's polioy on proposals for B Channed Turinel J
including & frumbes of dotsiled discussions with cificial of BB In this reEspest |-|.|:|r
knowitdps and sxperise & on g Dat with that of Vice-Presedent D Brthur Danel
vl other aNFibutes gre ralerred to Dedoaw

Dr Tombing wias slso & leading protagomist in the successful battle T
proposal to close down the last section of the Central Line - Humié.:nnr:gmw: Ié.wr
Ministerial consent for this proposal was refused lagt Summer, slbeit with the roten
tian of 8 pesk -hour service only and the closure of the impressive but little used
rtation ot Blake Hail, Since then Epping Forest District Council has come up with an
siaventh howr grant of £20.000 to anable the service 1o continue larpely unaltsred
{Except hrfh-u closure of Blake Halll for at least another vear The Branch will thars
fare pursee its policy of pressing for & better overall through service to London to
malka it mam attractive

Highlighe of the Branch A.G, M. was & gripping lecture gren by Dr Dienlel wha
wlnn:-d eomn of the morg technical problems that have bean hugging introduction
of B.A"s Advanced Passenger Train He compared the axperiments which had besn
carried out by B.R and 5.N.C.F o the very high speed running which can be
achrvad with slactnc trachon and wity the Isttes have mansged to get thew TGV into
revenug garning sarvice ahead of B R whose dhr 10min runs between Euston snd
Glasgow should finally be operating by the time this item poes to press.

Tao some axtent the phenominal success of HST twhich was maant

gep) haa rathar Molen [ thunder 10 has tharefare been mu&ﬁm: m‘".?.'i'.l:"r’u':;
&t no more than 126mph - the same a8 HST - its only advantage baing in faster
acceleration and the tilting mechanism enabling & to run faster round curves, The
rmain profilem, explained Dr. Danisl, was te restriction 1o only one pantograph (over:
head pick-upl due to the dynamics of cable oscillation st very high spesds, o problam
stived by the Franch running a high voltage cable undar the roof betvween the power
s - something not parmitted in the UK because of the constraints of its loading

Ha described B.R's soiution of prowiding both power cars in the centre of the train as
somewhat precipitate’ and suggested that «f meght be better 1o “po-show™ with APT
uritil advanecing technology can sofve sorme of the outstanding techmecal problems. The

reed to naerow the upper part of the coach 1o accommodate the tilting action could
alio wad to unfavcurable comnpansan with the spacicusness of HST and abandanment
of this aspact of its design might in the long run be a batter salution

MNevartheless the transport scane 1n London has besn dominated by the debacle gver
the G.L.C"s cheap fares scheme on L T and maetings held with E."Il._C Transport
Chairman, Dave Wetzel. snce i1 introductian indscate that, whatever the House of
Lowds decide on its legality. some sort of political solution will have to be schieved if
r.hewrﬁ-ung—phmm e costsof L T and B R travel (exacerbated by the
latter’y recent R8s el @ not 1o make a mockery of wtegrated transport. When out




going Chairman, Charles Rows and other Branch reps. mat Mr. Watzel on 15t October,
it became chenr that there wel complate doadlock batween the Lebour-controlled G.L.C
and ita Tory adverary in “another place”™ acrosm the rivar Until this can be resolved
the finer pornis of Adminktrative Law ara really largely irrelevant to B substantiad
numiber al the travellers of the Metropolis (Le. who use B.R. services) who feal they

#ro being discriminatesd agairmt in the Interests of political wesslegy

MORTH HERTS.

o seTigus are developments @ thes area | and relavant o Londond thart we mu st turm
imimadiately to the shack decision of Transpart Minister, Dawid Howell, 10 cancel the
wiectrhication ol the Hitdhin = Huntngdon sechon of the ECML Shorgy after the
news broke the G.M 05 Brench of A0S, issued & Press Statement describing tha
Minister's decision as an “sppalling blunder™ and stressing that the £13m. scheme to
plectrify 27 mibas of track werving B watians wa vital 1o keap tho only skilled toam of
exparts employad until the national slectrification plan gets under way , believing also
that the decision puts the future of locsl services slong the line in damger, In particuwlar
the stutions a1 Bipgloswode, Sandy and 51 Neon. Support of tha 3 loosl MLPs, wihose
constituanciat are sareed by the line, has also bean sought end the Branch Secratary,
Mr Hadley, has already been intervimved on the isue by #t beast ong 1o newspaper.

On & more hopeful note, B.R. has been asked o prepare plars for the new station st
Watton-at-Stone on which our Corporate Mermber (the local Parish Cownsil) has worked
#0 hard. The present shoctfell of £4,000, which still needs 1o b radeed to mest tha coal,
= not condadersd sufficienty teroos 1o prejedice i implementation as it may be
possible to make econamies n the buiiding costs, All concarmad have vowmd in favour
of the station; Herts, C.C. to the tune of E57,000; B.A. £30 000; Esi Herts.D.C,
£5,000 Wetton Parigh Coungil E8 0D and Public subscription E4.000, Furthar cash o
promicad from an unidentified source, taking the fund up to £116,000, R.D.5, contrib-
utlans from membears meds £70 and the Branch ha voved £30 of (s own fwnds. Thanks
ara due to all those who helpsd but any further contributions will be greatfully received
Bee A.O.N N 10, p.071. It s anticipated that construction work will commance
sometime &fter the and of Merch.

By srrangement with B.R thousands of overprinted promotional leafets howe bsan
distributed by locsl mermbers, the most recent baing a drop of 400 accompanying o
article in the Breachwood Times = which serves rural communities betwesn Luton and
Hitohin, — dessgned to give publicity both for e Branch and the facilities offened by
B.A. Following & sucossiful year of the G.M. Ranger ticket B.A, have added cheap
gyening rensrms 1o their rangs of cheap tckets (1o Londaon after 1730 for £1.60- 2,00
from stations north of Hitchin 1| The Branch (s al3o presting for other maore aggressive
promotional ticket schemas throwgh the local prass

WEST MIDLANDS

The Annuai General Meeting ot the Midlands Branch of A.D.S. wat held in Birmsngham
on ! Tih Detober, followed by &n enjovable show of 3 vides filme of the Tyna & Wear
Matro, Shoertly afwowards & lurthar locsl Neaasletter was lisusd in which the most
AnCoutaging news wask that approvel had been given (on 28th October) for the £20m.
re-developrrant of Snow Hill (from which trains |est ran on 4th karch 19721, Wark on
this profect |5 expected wo seaet i Apcll end in selditlon to 4 interdinked towar blocks

+ Fronting Colmaees Row - will cantain a lekurs cantre and housng davelopment.
Mora importantly the re-opening of the railway betwesn Moos Street and Snow Hill is
o e herglded by the comstroction of 2 new stations, 3t & cost of E6m. but work on
thiss i§ not axpacted to bagin untll 1964/85

O cosmcesn 10 tha Branch {and aiso our ssociated Redditch & Alveghorch Fail Lsars’
Agpciation) i the continued refusal of B.R. to sdvertise in ita Mavionsl Timonuble the
26 trains from Mew Street to Redditch and Alvachureh (Bnanoed by 'West 8 idiands
County Council). The matwr is therefore being pursued with the local TULCC. and
with Hereford & Werceator C.C. Improved publicity for the line has heswestr ingréased
patronage by 68% in the 12 months singe Cetober 1280

Efsrwhere in the area 3 Wakall Rail Graup has bean sstablished following a well pulile
csad and atiended public meeting in Movember. I main plans are for new senvices 1o
Cannock and Wodverhampion. B.A. amd 'Wast Midlands C.C. are sariously considering a
new £3m. Inter-City station at Didbury whene a larmar good yard could provide good
car parking facilitles.

In Cetober the 120 year old and very restricted Ladbury Tunnel hed ity % miles of

track and ballast completely renewad. On the Cotswold Line (Oxford = Worcester] the

1982783 Timetable will continue to provede Tor 2 down snd 2 up Inter-City traing from

Paddington and the line has also recently enjoyed more excursion traffic, The lins

featured exiensively in the Auturmn “Modern Radhweys — Insight”, B.R. have told

:M & Woreeser C.C. that the Worcester Parkway scheme is to be shelved indefin
¥.

EAST ANGLIA

Tha latest stage in the Society's campaign for electrification of the man lines in the
Region was the launching of a patition to the Secretary of State for Transport, calling
upon the Government "to appeove v tmant for the long-planned alectrification of
tha rain radbway lines to Harwich, |prwich, Norwich and Cambridgs MO

Branch members have been collacting signatures on Inter-City traing and &t stations
towards the end of the year. The Initisl responte was very positive, with mare than B0%
of those interviewed signing readily. Branch Chairman, Steve Wilkinion, was nteroiewed
on Anglia T.V. on 12th November snd achond rail wers” diemay at the lack of comm:
itment by the Government. Branch Secretary, Trevor Gerrod, re-iteramed this point
durimg 8 15 minute interview on Radio Orwed on 17th November saying that if the
Governmant approved the scherme their commitmant 1o & modernisad railway sytem
wecaild be proved. It was in fact the Secretary of State’s svasive reply 1o 8 Question by
David Ennals, MP, for Norwich Morth, which sparked off the degision to launch the
petition, Mr. Ennals describad the reply a5 “waffla’ val this electrification schems
which hm bean bafors the Minitry for a comiderable time would producs an TE%%
retum on investmant baing one of the highest on B.R' it of priorities. The petition
was due to be presented to Mr. Howell jusy before Christrnes.

In addition to its main line activities the Branch, and its associated rail users’ growss,
lewe comtinued 1o prass the cae for the sscandary servicas. To this end the Esst
Suffoll Travellers’ Aasn. held a well-attandad meating for local councillars at which the
“Branches oo the Brink™ presentation was shown by 8.8, officials. In pressing the

rendd for further invesimant w reduce operating costs ESTA President, Gerard Fiennes,
usgad Parish Cotncil not to opposs the Iabroduction of implifiad lavel crossings on
mings roads a8 continuation of the present uneconomic methods oould be more than
jusst wha “first nell in the coffin far the line

The Branch is 880 actively supparting rail users at Frinton and Walton-on-Maze, where
ecoanmies ard threstened. |n this instancs B.R. propose replacing through trains from
Livarpool Streat with a shutele 1o conmect with Clacton traine at Thorpe-|e-Sokan.
Strength of the apposition to this mowve was measured by @ packed meeting of 300




paople in Walton in Novembar, On the Suiibury Branch 8.1 cost cutting plans sl
thrsaten tha Summer Sunday Morning sorvics (used by day-trippars to the coast this
yaarh. Sudbury - Marks Tey R.ULA are howewer more confident about Introduction
of the proposad rail ‘angling tickets referred 1o in sur Last (sses.

In conclusion the East Anglisn Branch of ADS (formerly RIS) will be 10 years ald on
12th February and 1o commemaorate tha event an axhibition is being held at the Leeds
Building Society Offica, St. Stephens, Morwich, The Branch hat ales published a book
entitled "Tan ¥ears On™ which is awailable at £1.20 {indl. postage) from:

Mr P.R. Liwwrence, 75, Maripit Lane, MNorwich NRS BXN.

YORKSHIRE

West ¥orishine P.T.E, has now started work on the new station at Fitswilliam, near
Poneefract, and plans hive besn brought farwand to re-opon those ot Slaithwits,
Crodaflate and Deighton. Az well a8 a new station ot Hawksworth, in 1884, 1t
proposed to tdy up about 20 athers. Somea, like Halifax and Normanton, after baing
partly demadiahed sre in a deplorable condition. Mesvhile In South Yorkshine the
P.T.E. is propasing to re-site the station at Chapeltown, to makas it more accessible to
the town centre, and is also considering re-opening Swinton Town station a3 a bus/rail
Interchangs.

With the precarious condition of Ribblahsad Visduct B.R. plans to revouts the
Mottingham — Glasgow trains via Sheffield, Manchester and Preston — probably this
year. In the long term this could lead to Leeds being deprived of its direct sarvice to
Glasgow, passangers having to wravel 1o Lencaster and change: & prospect which s
rmeeting with & good desl of cpposition in this major wrban cemtre,

The Yorkshine T U.C.C. arganissd an “Open Forum™ meating in Harrogate on 20t
Oictobar a1 which bath its owh members and reprasentatives of B.R. ware presant
together with the bus companies; ‘West Yorks P.T.E. and Morth ¥orks. County Council
Whilst well-attended much of the discussion dealt with tha problams of rural buses. In
spite of the annual grant from Morth Yarkshing of £200,000 (Hkaly 1o be incrsmed to
E1%million} mamy rural bus services are baing cut back or withdrawn sitogethar lead-
ing ta almast tatal Balation of some villages in the Dales.

The local Branch of R.D.S. has organised & public meeting in Knaresborowgh on Gth
Februsry to lsunch & Raeil Users® Group for the York — Harogsbe ling, ons which
fawtures in the Esttern Region's '‘Branches on the Brink™ campaign. As BUR, has
indicatad that there is no maney evallable for renewsl of track and rolfing stock thers
i5 considerable anxiety in Knaresborcugh about it futlire,

SEVERNSIDE

Tha main cause for concern in this ares is the future of the West Somerset Asilway
wivich, dus ‘to mounting losses, has been forced to axe most of its Winter Sarvices and
concentrate on beinging the systém up to scrasch for this year's Summer Seasen. Ona
of the main reagons for its plight is undoubiedly the “missing [k ™ betwesn Taunton
and Bishops Lydeard, caused solely by the determination of one or two local trade
unicrists that, come what may, the railway will not ba able 1o feopardise their members’
jods, 1% 8 2 seeidant of history that the suossssors of former GWH bus delvees pre
membars of tha NUR and it is sction swch as this which brings the Trade Union Move
ment ino disrepute. RS has pladged its support to Minehead Chamber of Trade,
wihich js presaing the NUR 1w end its’ oppotition to the rall link, and (s Chalrmen
stated at the end of the last seaeon It is generally agreed that sn offickent franaport
BriEry inte the ama & needed, and the best possible one B the railvway

T3

Somerset County Council have baded out W.S.R. in the past, with a rent-free period of
th land it leases 1o them but with the présent cut-back in Cantral Government Ripport
i+ unlikely 1o be able to do 5o in the futues. B.R. is keen to establish 3 connection with
its forrmer Branch Ling at it could qenerate £260,000 worth of axtra traffic. IPity it

dlid mot think of this when it dosad it down) ED. but with lossss mounting to £30,000
in 1880: the effegts of the recession snd ndifferant weather, will this, the longest
privately-owned Branch Line in the country which has now been operating for 6 years,
tecome a victim of the times in which we liva. If it doss the NUR must bear s’ shere
of the blame. R.D.5. & still, hawever, nagatiating with NUR HO to sea i soms salution
1o the problem eannot be found

On & brighter note aur local Branch Secretary, Eric Barbary, has snt us evidencs that
Glouscastarshire County Council & studying the pomibility of m-opening saveral stations
in the amea of the Severn Vale, boundad roughly by Tewkesbury, in the North, and
Chalford, In the South. Ashchurch ssems to be the prime candidete, on the main

Brigtal — Birminghem man lire near Tewkobury, where there are rapldly axpanding
imclustrizl and housing dewlopments. B.A, it also canvassing support for 8 new Park-
way Station at Churchdown, between Gloucester and Cheltenham. In the above article
which appeared in the “Gloucsster Journal™ on 17th October, the Soclety's proposals
for ral| davelopment in the ares lio mosived good pulblicing.

LANCASHIRE & CUMBRIA

In September It year OPTA raceived fram B.R. dstails of the 188273 Timetable for
s line (Drmakirk = Pregton]. Thete proposed a reduction of the Wonday — Friday
=mrvicas from 12 trains o 10, same of these 1o be eliminated being wery well-used.
Average pasengar loadings on the B30 Ormskick — Praston are 130 and on the 16,39
et run & high @ 170, More worrying (8 the proposal to sliminate the crodsing loop
at Rufford which would make the line nothing maors than ane lang siding. OPTA {the
locs! Users” Groupl has therefors besn alerting the public 1o this threst and 1o the
meed fior rapresen tations to B.R,, the County Council, the T.U.C.C. ete., This has
prompted the T.U.C.C. to set up 8 working party with B.R. to re-consider the matier
and in Octobar the Divisional Manager advised OPTA that soms smendments may be
made. He aiso confirmed that it was proposed 10 run an excursion froem Crrakick to
the Cumbrian Coat on 31st May. This campaign has provided good pubiicity for the
Group whoss mambarthip has now reached 1

B.R, plans for the Sattle — Carlisle line ase now bacoming clearar (a5 we have seen
abave] with a proposal to introdwce 3 additional tains from Leeds (0 Lancaster Lesds
— Berle — Carlisbe will therefors benefis with only two trans each way |Mondey -
Saturday) aibeit loco hauted, More freight traffic is alse to be diverted to other rautes,
The newdy -formed Action Group {See last RLDUN, p. 100 intends to fight this run down
of the line and & wiging pecple to write to thair M.Ps, County Councillors; BLR. and
the T.U.C.C. Approaches sre dao being made 1o the E.E.C. 1o 1ee if a grant from that
quartsr cannot be obtained for the repair of Ribblehead Viaduot.

On a more hopeful nots Cumbria County Gouncil has spent CE.000, with the teevices
of B unesployed wider 5 ¥ .0 Project, 1o re-open Wetharsll Station on the Mewcastla
— Cprlisle Lind. 4% miles east of Carlisle it ssw its first passengers on Sth October and
is sarved by 8l ¥EOPDIng trains throughout the week In the Draft P.T.? for Cumbria
{1882/3] firm proposals are included for making Windermers & “Gatewsy ™ station for
the Lake District with bug links improved and integrated with the rail service.




MERSEYSIDE & GREATER MANCHESTER

Marsayside public traniport fares wern cufl by an sverags of 100 from dih Oetober
1881, financed by the Supplementary Rate which has caused woh & furors in London.
Whether the Hol. decision on the latter will be binding on Authorities wha hawe sctad
in B simiar manner slaewhers rémaing to be seen. Work hes susrted on the slesifics:
tian fromm Garston to Hunts Cross and approvid hias been given in principhe by Mersy-
side C.C. to a similar extengion from Rock Farry 1o Hooton {81 the County boundary
on the Chester lins.) Work on the latter 5 expected to start in 198304 and due for
carmplatian in 1088 The service will be covered by e transier of 43 units of Clas
B10w fram the Southern Ragion which will alto cover tha complete renewal of existing
Wirral Line 503s.

The Wrexcham — Bidston Rail Usrs” Assocation ran a specia excursion 1o Wolverham:
pton and Birmingham on Sawirdey Z8ih November coverad by & 3-car eros-counry
wt with buffet, from which it served it own refreshmente. Om 2708 October 8 furthar
Uaprs” Growp was formed for the twao lines into Southport.

In Geaater Manchesier B.R. plans to build & new Y% mile fink from Windsor Bridge to
Ordsall Lama, in Salford, by 1988 if Parliamentary Powers can be obtalned. It would
affer g new Inter-Clty link scros the metropold Tod tralns from the Prestan and
Stockport directions and local services could also be daveloped with a new station to
serve the University Carmpus.

WALES

The "“Heart of Walss Line Promation Group” was duby formed at the meating hald In

Liandrndod Wells on Tth Noverber to sateguard the future of the Cantral Wales Line
Shrewsbury = Swarsas| and the BJD.5. lislson officer is Mr. AN . Watson, 200 Park:

dale, Tettenhall Road, Walverhampton W1 4TE.

LINCOLNSHIRE

The Transport Users' Consultative Commines’s decision that hamdship would lbe in-
currad i the March = Spaiding line wera 1o be closad has given encoursgment to
Teota mambary of ADS who have been actively fighting for s retontion. Howsvar, at
tha time of writing, the Secretary of State’s decision is 5till swaited. The apparent
willingness of Lincglnshire C.C. 1o w1 side money for o halt at Donington on the
Slaaford — SﬂiIrJ'rI'rl;l section of the “Joint Ling™ {March — Doncaster) slio gives ceuss
for optimiem. Further up the Hne Finningley station was tamporarily re-opened and a
shuntle service from Doncasier opersted for a recent local Air Shaw. |1 has also besn
revesied that nuclear warta walfee from Simwell Power Station fin Suifolk) wevels s
*hn March = Spalding lina; o if it iz clossd this traffic would hawe to be diverted via
Fetarborough. The casa for maintaining the Joint Line as a freight rowte; it potential
& 8 eCOnCary pasenger artery and its usefulness a5 & diversionéry route (even though
operating sconamies could be madel are very apparent, and thould encoursgs the
nrwiy-formed Fenland Rail Action Greup in It campaign for the retantion and davel:
opment of the section “'On the Brink™

HALF FARE HARMONISATION - From 28th Hovember ravel on B.R, at child fare
is reowey Svisdlabile up to 18 years of age, Under 5% travel FREE. This naw arrangement
brings B.R. rmore into line with other Europaan Asllways.

EAST MIDLANDS

According to media reports some HST services are [o be inaugurated in Dctober be-
pwean Mottinghem - Leicestsr — St Pancras, Good T.W. coverage has been given o s
local ples for a new station at Wigston, south of Leicester. In November the East
Midiands Branch of the Chartersd Institute of Transport urged the need for electrifi-
cation of the Midand (ine vis Leicester.

Mearwhibe, 1o the South, congratulations are due to our Corporate Member, Bedford -
Blwtchiey Raill Users” Awn. for perwwading B.R. to issus bargain fares from all

on the branch [to both Euston and Birmingham | during the Christmas Shopping period.
Over 2,000 leaflets were printed and datributed by the Association, publicising the
offer, which =t an important precedent in encouraging cheap-rate long-distance

travel from [ts many un-stafied halts,

The Association continues to work for the eventual extensions of the traing fram
Bletchley into Bedford (Midiland Foad) providing sey connections with the Midland
Main Line. After studying various options members have come to the conclusion that
nxiting business would be retained, and rew butinest gained, if traine wene to reverse
in the former Cambridge platfomn at Bedford (St Johns) en rowte to the town's maia
station. B-BRAUA will be holding I3 A.G.M. on Thursdey 25th February and snyone
who would Iike 1o know more shout its sctivities should contact Chadrmas, Fichaerd
Crane, 23, Hatfield Crescent, Bedford.

WESSEX

Iri Moy this year BUR. is to introduscs & new Inter-City, croms-country link between
Birmingham and Postimouth running via Leamington, Reading and Guildford. Last
Summer a holiday special service running (Men — Thur.) between Swindon and
Weymouth proved 1o be a real success for B.A. The traim started &5 a 3-car DML but
damand was o great that it developed into a 12 coach hauled train carrying up to
500 people a day. Development of the private rail service between Warsham and
Swanags, vy the Swenage Rallway Socety, i3 threatened by use of part of the |ing for
a By-Pmis st Corfe Catle.

SCOTLAND

The Secrewary of State for Tramport has spproved the withdrawal of servicas an the
Glagow — Kilmalcolm line, despite tha owraheiming evidence of Hardship presented
to the T ULC.C, but not wreil 17183, It s hopsd in the meantimae that Strathclyde may
think again sbourt the withdrawal of it subsidy to the line, (Whose playing Brinkman-
ship Politics now — David Howell 7 7 7 JED.
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HEAVIEA LORRIES - NOT SO CERTAIN'

When Transport Minister. David Howell appeared on televis:on on the evenang of 151

December. after confirming an aimost Lotsl cave-oh 1o the demands of the rosd haulage
mdutry = the Government’s White Papsr  Lorres, People and the Ernranment™ he
gave the impression of an obadwant Irttle whoolboy who had it been tent out on 1o

the platform by he owil oart . B .o . cepeed wpaech AR arguments which

cearly sndicated thar the Governmens« decassor wiat Sontrary to all the evidencs wern
peremtorily brushed side bul he give The game sway when sdmitting innocently that
he personally didn't meally ke heawy 1orres

The White Paper 18 merely a ragbag re-nash of the Armitage Report with nalf a dogen
or 50 new By-passes thrown o to sppeass the environmentalists In fact the arguments
o 30 similar 10 those trotied out thas beme Last year that we will not insult members
intolligence by realing them out sgain. except 1o say that the basic proposals are that
tha weight of the heaviest combingtions thould b increased from 328 tonnes 1o 40
Tonnes in order 1o save the rosd traniport industry £160m pa and allegedly reduca
the setusl number of heavy formes on the road by approximataly 12% A statemant
which was greeted with samewhat ribald comments from some parts of the Houwse

It was, in fact. the reaction from M.Ps «of ait parbes) that came as the biggest shook 1o
the Minister and the Gavernment when the propesal was greetad with almosr total
condemnation & a sell-out 10 the oad lobby So much so that there was a major revalt
7 Tary back Senck MBS 5 he e C W Tonumuig debein o B Deceadber sweth
that Transport Under-Socretary Kennath Clarks, assuned members that thers was stili
trrw to think again as the Government had done Ao more than circulate draft reguln
nors and that irterested parties would Rave Two months i which o submit commants

Tha likely effacts of heavier lorrees are graphically described = our lesding articss but
ADS will not rest at this and has produced a new leaflet entitled “Stop this Highway
Robbery Mow!" smphasising the true costs of road transport to the nation & concer
tedd campaign 15 being launched through Branch and Area Representatives but if you
would like a small spply flor selective use (like the Electrification Laaflet it was quite
sxpeniive bo producs ) plesss send & suitabile siged S.A.E o ADS. Sales

iMr & F Johnaon) 38, Gronge Park  London W5

STOP PRESS

Minister announces sarly decision on East Anglian slectrification

Transport Under-Secretary, Kenneth Clarke announced in the House af Cammans on

10th December that the Minister of Transport would be making an sarly announcement

about the Electrification of Lines «» Eas Anglu which are on B A" Prigrity List
WATCH OUT it might be made by the ime you read this!

In the meantime the Socieny » Bast I-.rEmn Branch has presanted ts petitan lwith
soeme 1,500 sgnatures on itl 10 David Ennals M P for passng on to Transpori
Secretary. David Howell Mr Ennals has #iso tabled 3 Ougstion to the Minster on the
subject fod 18th January  the day Parlament rasumes aftés the Christmas Bacsss



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING — Encloded with this Supplemant (s the Notlce and
Aganda for the meeting to be hald on 29th Ageil in READING,

Bring It along with you and pay particular attention to the footnates, Directions on
b B0 get to the meeting place are includscd,

AMMUNITION against the Rosd Lobby — Press Cuttings Digest.

Tha Sacety's Roacd & Rail Sub-Commities will shortly be completing its Digest of
Press Cuttings relavant to its terms of reference [See Mambers” Handbook],

If yow would Fke somo useful amenunition to countar the argumants of the Road
Lobbey pleese send & stempad addresed foolscap ervelope 1o the Sales Dept.
[Mr. A,F Johngont 38, Grange Park, Londan WS merlced *"Road & Rall Digest.™

BACK NUMBERS OF R.D.N. — are avallable from the Editor et 108, Berwick Rosd,
Londan E 18 305 — going back 1o Februsry 1980 — and may be of particular [nterest
bty b who hawe joined falrdy recently. Did you know 'whet 7,05, wald aboawt
Faaviar borriak in that manth — or about the wll-of of 8.1 assets in October of that
ST

Fiease send a stamped sddrestad foolscap envelope for single back isues; for bulk
supplizs, 10p, par copy would be appreci sted, sy surphus going into the Editorial
Board's Budget.

FUBSCRIPTIONS — With this issun will be onclosed to thoae mermbem whio heve recent.
fy rengwed their subscriptionss new MEMBERSHIP CARD (iook insids the snvelope! !
Adzo as the bulk of Subscriptions fall for renewal at this tame IF Y0 ARE OME OF
THEM A RENEWAL FORM 15 ENCLOSED. M.B. Don™t forget that if you wsed to pay
by STANDING ORDER these are now OBSOLETE as the Sealety has recently ehanged
its Bankars, 50 pleas dend your wbacription with the Farm @ indicated theseon, &
DONATION over and above your subscription will also be gratefully recsived.

ADVERTISMENTS — The Editor will consider fior publication Advertismants from
w.ndnthlﬂ.. For quotation of rates plesse contact Advertising Manager

MEMBERS' HANDBOOK — Supplement — National Committes
Flease note that Me, WA H. Apsey's address ks now 89, Torbay Road, London NW.E,
Ezst Midlands Ares Rep. Simon Hartropp's Telephars number is now: DERBY 47651

Please note that Mike Savage's tolephons numbser b now:-
CLEETHORPES §OBU3E
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