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AIBHJAL GENERAL MEETING. The Annual G eneral M ee ting  : w i l l  ta ke  p la c e  on 

30 A p r i l ,  1960, A copy o f  the  Agenda i s  e n c lo s e d , 'TILL EVERYONE DO TEEIR 
BEST TO ATTEND,

0tk, THAT BROKEN R A IL . Members w i l l  remember th e  r e p o r t  in  th e  la s t  issu e  

re g a rd in g  the  le n g th  o f  r a i l  t h a t  had been l i f t e d  on the  A ly th  J e t ,  — A rd le r  -  

Dundee L in e , The fo l lo w in g  e x p la n a tio n  has now been re c e iv e d  ove r th e  p e rso n a l 

s ig n a tu re  o f the  C h ie f O p e ra tin g  S u p e r in te n d e n t, S c o t t is h  R e g io n :-

"By making a p h y s ic a l b reak  in  th e  4-j m ile  s e c t io n  a t  th e  N ew ty le  and 

Auchterhouse ends o f  t h is  b ranch l in e  fro m  w h ich  passenger t r a in  s e rv ic e s  have 

been w ith d ra w n , we have been ab le  to  e f f e c t  im m ediate economies as f o l lo w s r -

(a )  The C h ie f C i v i l  E n g in ee r has 4-| m ile s  le s s  o f  t r a c k  to  m a in ta in ;

(b )  The O pe ra ting  Departm ent can in tro d u c e  "one eng ine in  steam" w o rk in g  and g e t 

r i d  o f token w o rk in g  r e q u ir in g  the  presence o f s ig n a l l in g  s t a f f ;  

consequen tly  I  have no doubt th a t  you r know ledgeab le  members w i l l  know th a t  t h is  

is  s tandard  O p e ra tin g  p rocedure  ( s i c ! )  and th a t  one eng ine in  steam w o rk in g  

co u ld  n o t be in tro d u c e d  u n t i l  th e re  xvas a p h y s ic a l b re a k . Far from  b e in g  a

us( ss c u t ,  i t  is  aimed tow ards fu r t h e r  re d u c in g  f r e ig h t  w o rk in g  c o s ts  on t h is  

b ra n c h ".

T h is  o f course i s  a l l  v e ry  in te r e s t in g ,  3 u t i t  was indeed c u r io u s  th a t  

the  o p e ra tio n  has reduced f r e ig h t  w o rk in g  c o s ts  on t h is  b ranch  by  m aking p h y s ic a l 

breaks a t b o th  ends; i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  see how the  f r e ig h t  s e rv ic e  i s  m a in ta in e d  

to  th e  in te rv e n in g  s ta t io n s .  M oreover, m en tion  is  made o f  a b re a k  n o t  o n ly  a t  

the N ew tyle end, b u t a lso  a t th e  A uchterhouse end o f th e  b ra n ch ; Auchte rhouse 

I s  the n e x t s ta t io n  to  N e w ty le , and i s  sepa ra ted  fro m  th e  o th e r  end o f  th e  branch 

by no le s s  than  f iv e  s ta t io n s !  T7e hope th a t  the  C h ie f O p e ra tin g  S u p e rin te n d e n t 

w i l l  be k in d  enough to  e x p la in  t h is  c u r io u s  anom aly, and we w ould  be p leased  to  

p u b lis h  h is  e x p la n a tio n .



THE MOOMIN-VALLEY RAILWAY. C o n s tru c t io n  o f  th e  M oom in -V a lle y  R a ilw a y  commenced 

on 31 M arch, and owing to  th e  use o f  a sp ike d  ro a d , c o n s tru c t io n  i s  p ro ce e d in g  

r a p id ly ,  "/here th e  R a ilw a y  w i l l  end, and w hether any t r a in s  w i l l  e ve r ru n  on 

i t ,  is  anyone's guess. In  case t h is  a l l  seems ra th e r  m y s te r io u s , we had b e t t e r  

e x p la in  th a t  a c a rto o n  appears d a i l y  in  the  London E ven ing  News fe a tu r in g  an 

a in a b le  c k a re c te r  c a l le d  Moomin, and t h a t  on 31 March a new s e r ie s  s ta r te d  under 

the  above t i t l e .  A lth o u g h  ra th e r  o u ts id e  our term s o f re fe re n c e , we fe e l  the  

members m igh t l i k e  to  f o l lo w  i t ,  as i t  i s  bound to  be a v e ry  in d iv id u a l  l i n e !

Mr. Thomas o f Ip p le p e n . Devon , ad v ise s  us th a t  on a l in e  in  h is  a rea  

the  s e rv ic e  is  go ing  to  be w ith d ra w n , and t h is  w i l l  a f f e c t  th e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  

s c h o o lc h ild re n .  In  consequence o f t h i s ,  th e  C o u n c il w i l l  have to  p ro v id e  

s p e c ia l buses, a t  £5000 a p ie c e , to  t ra n s p o r t  the  c h i ld r e n .  He suggests  th a t  

the B .T .C . shou ld  be asked to  c o n t r ib u te  a t  le a s t  h a l f  th e  c o s t o f  th e  s p e c ia l 

t ra n s p o r t .  SRUBLUK fe e ls  t h a t  i f  th e  C o u n c il made a g ra n t to  B r i t i s h  R a ilw ays  

to  enable them to  c o n tin u e  th e  s e rv ic e ,  i t  w ou ld  n o t c o s t any more th a n  p ro v id in g  

these new coaches . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Penr i t h  -  B a rna rd  C a s t le (The Pennine R oute ) i s  th re a te n e d  w ith  c lo s u re ,  

and SRUBLUK are s tu d y in g  th e  l i n e ,  a lth o u g h  th e  p ro s p e c t i s  n o t v e ry  h o p e fu l.

The G u ille b n u d  R e po rt and i t s  e f f e c t  on the  Branch L in e  Problem  was 

considered  a t the  la s t  m ee ting  o f  y o u r Com m ittee, and i t  i s  hoped to  make a 

s ta tem en t (w h ich  may fo rm  th e  b a s is  o f  a d e b a te ) a t  th e  Annual G enera l M e e tin g ,

I t  was f e l t  t h a t  th e  su g g e s tio n  th a t  we shou ld  n o t campaign in  re s p e c t o f  

p a r t ic u la r  l in e s ,  shou ld  n o t  be accep ted ; two re c e n t in s ta n c e s  where th e  

a u th o r i t ie s  heeded e xu r v iew s a re  th e  Buckingham to  B anbury (M erton  S t re e t )  and 

the  A lto n  -  H a ltw is t le  b ranch es . I t  is  q u ite  c le a r  t h a t  b o th  th e  B .T .C . and 

the  a p p ro p r ia te  T .U .C .C . 's  w atch t h e i r  s te p  more c a r e f u l l y  now when d e a lin g  

w ith  th e  c lo s in g  o f b ranch es .
Some members w i l l  have n o t ic e d  th a t  th e y  have new s t y le  Membership C ardss, 

the  v a l i d i t y  o f  w h ich  is  in d ic a te d  b y  punch h o le s . They are  s m a lle r ,  n e a te r ,  

and more c o n v e n ie n t; those  members who e a r l i e r  t h is  yea r were is s u e d  w ith  th e  

o ld  ( la rg e )  type  are  s t i l l  members in  good s ta n d in g , how ever. T h is  a d v ice  is  

g ive n  in  case members compare ca rds  a t th e  A.G.M, and wonder why th e y  d i f f e r .



The Committee were ad v ise d  th a t  M r. G .R.Hooper w i l l  have to  g iv e  up h is
. ‘ I  •

d u t ie s  as M inu tes  S e c re ta ry  and we w ou ld  be p leased  to  h e a r fro m  any member who 

would take  t h is  on . M r. Hooper has c a r r ie d  o u t these  d u t ie s  e x c e l le n t ly  f o r  a 

lo ng  t im e , b u t u n fo r tu n a te ly  he now has to  r e l in q u is h  t h is  p o s t ,  f o r  p r iv a te  

reasons . A f te r  the  fo rth c o m in g  Annual G enera l M ee ting  M r. K .G .Judd w i l l  a ls o

have to  vaca te  th e  appo in tm ent o f  Membership S e c re ta ry , w h ich  was announced a f u l l  

tw e lve  months ago; he w i l l  be c o n t in u in g  as E d ito r  o f  th e  P rog ress  R e p o rt, however.

The S o c ie ty  have a ls o  s u s ta in e d  a n o th e r lo s s ;  f o r  some ye a rs  th e  Committee 

m eetings have taken  p la ce  a t  th e  C rescen t C a fe , H a lf  Moon C re s c e n t, London, N .1 , 

b. lin d  p e rm iss ion  o f  M r. George B e tto n ,  th e  p r o p r ie to r .  S h o r t ly  b e fo re  the  

la s t  Committee m e e tin g , he was a d m itte d  to  h o s p ita l ,  and d ie d  a few  days la t e r .

T h is  was a g re a t shock to  th e  members o f th e  Com m ittee, and th e  la te  M r. B e tto n  

had c o n tr ib u te d  to  a c o n s id e ra b le  degree to  th e  funds  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  b y  n o t m aking 

any charge f o r  the  many Committee m eetings th a t  to o k  p la ce  in  h is  c a fe .  We w i l l  

m iss h im , and express o u r condolences to  h is  fa m i ly .

THE BUDGET. As many o f  us  expe c ted , th e  Budget was n o t one o f  sweeping 

changes, b u t t h is  tim e  th e re  was one ite m  o f in te r e s t  to  members o f  5RUBLUK, th a t  

th e y  may l i k e  to  ponder o v e r .  I t  was th e  p a r t  o f th e  C h a n c e llo r ’ s speech re g a rd in g  

the  f in a n c e s  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  T ra n s p o rt Commission. He s a i d : - " . . .The d e f i c i t s  o f  th e  

Commission have, s in c e  th e  pa ss in g  o f  th e  T ra n s p o rt (R a ilw a y  F inance s ) A c t 1957, 

been f in a n c e d  by advances from  the  E xchequer. These have been on th e  b a s is  th a t

the  Commission would  e v e n tu a lly  make p r o f i t s  o u t o f  w h ich  i t  c o u ld  pay  in te r e s t  on
«

the  advances and repay  th e  c a p i t a l . . . .  I t  has become app a ren t t h a t  th e  p ro s p e c ts  o f  

the  ra ilw a y s  and th e  Commission are n o t now such as to  j u s t i f y  th e  c o n tin u e d  

f in a n c in g  o f  th e  d e f i c i t  b y  re p a ya b le  a d v a n c e s , . . . .  F o r the  purposes o f  my Budget 

c a lc u la t io n s  I  am a c c o rd in g ly  t r a n s fe r r in g  £90 m i l l io n  fro m  be low  th e  l in e  to  

above the  l i n e .  The e f f e c t  o f  t h is  i s  th a t  th e  amount o f  th e  d e f i c i t  w i l l  have to  

be n e t from  revenue , a sharp  rem inde r o f  th e  ha rsh  r e a l i t i e s  o f  a d is tu r b in g  

s i t u a t i o n . . . . "  T h is  i s  most im p o r ta n t .  Fo r th e  b e n e f i t  o f  o u r members who
are n o t a t  home w ith  th e  C h a n c e llo r ’ s p h ra s e o lo g y , i t  means th a t  h i t h e r t o  th e  

Government has been le n d in g  money to  th e  T ra n s p o rt Commission, on w h ich  in te r e s t  

was p aya b le , and th e  money borrow ed was due to  be re p a id  in  due c o u rs e , b u t  t h a t  

owing to  th e  f in a n c ia l  p o s i t io n  o f  the  r a i lw a y s ,  th e y  found them selves una b le  so 

fa r  to  re p a y  these  loaner; th e y  a ls o  found  them se lves  unab le  to  pay th e  I n te r e s t ,



V

so th e y  borrowed f u r t h e r  noney fro m  th e  C h a n c e llo r- t io  pay th e  in t e r e s t !  A t 

long  la s t  the  Government has r e a l is e d  t h a t  t h i s  is  a f o o l is h  s i t u a t io n ,  and in  

fu tu re ,  the  money p la ce d  a t  th e  d is p o s a l o f  th e  Commission w i l l  n o t be re g a rd e d  

as a lo a n , b u t w i l l  be a d i r e c t  charge on T a x a t io n ,  In  th e  C h a n c e llo r 's , speech, 

revenue means Government Revenue, n o t r a i lw a y  revenue . So i t  i s  now a d m itte d  -  

in  v e ry  P a r lia m e n ta ry  language — th a t  th e ' Government has now accep ted  th e  case 

o f a subs idy  f o r  th e  r a i lw a y s ,  Members c f  SRU3LUK can see in  t h is  hope th a t  

as the  ra ilw a y s  are now b e in g  made a revenue ch a rg e , an end to  th e  le g a l 

sub te rfuge , t h a t  th e  ra ilw a y s  are to  be t re a te d  s o le ly  as a com m ercia l p r o f i t  

e a rn in g  e n te rp r is e ,  and more l i k e  th e  m ods  and r iv e r s ,  w h ich  no—one s e r io u s ly  

expects to  be ru n  on a p r iv a te  e n te rp r iz e  b a s is  s in c e  th e y  are a ls o  p u b lic  

t ra n s p o r t  s e rv ic e s ,
We w i l l  leave  you w ith  those  th o u g h ts  to  m u ll over b e fo re  th e  A nnual 

General M e e tin g , and hope th a t  you w i l l  have some in te r e s t in g  p o in ts  to  make 

th e n .

Chairman -  M r. G .F .M an ley , 42 H ills b o ro u g h  C o u rt,  London, N .W .6.

E d i t o r ia l  -  68 , M a y fie ld  Avenue, O rp in g to n , K e n t,-
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