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Bonjour
Europe

4 lifetime’s dream came true for KDS
memvbers in December when they tray
elled by Furostar and sasd Bello et omly

1o Paris, Bt b rall campalgners in France

Thi apening of through rall services o
|II'|||_I-|' win the Tunnel has been ong
vivadted andd ghould be the start of tremen-
diout growith for intermabional il irayvel

What a oy 1o cross the Chanpel i 2
minabes.” sakl Graham Tolliday “and o
towch 187 miph on bnd for the first Bme
But he added: “The three-hour oamey
was so smesid . it anel efbiclend, d was
Akt Porng

5 Jowever he recalls a 10-day visil to Paris
rroam Chaesber i T947 whach cost £100 Poold
surprisingly, b is looking borwand te the  Eptente Cordiale; 4 Evrosiar rain under the impressive rool ot Walerfoo Inlernadional
::l:u.' wihen radlcard discounts are given on and balow, British and French rail campalgners loast the success ol the Chamnel
SRTTNT TR, Tunnel during & reception for RDS at Paris Gare du Nord. General secrelary Trevor
RIS peneral seorctary Trevor Larrod wik  paessd e o iss rigrhel, with bhe Franch pubiic franspor! federafion vice pragident Jean
also tmpressed with the smoothness and yacheras, centre. Simone Bigomne is at the centre in the rear. Picture by Jean Crighton
"'I.:.' HWiaLy o A A’
The Channel Tunnel is & saperlative aval
CTREMEETINE scheevemenl, he s
Euroskar Erabns, munmiag on theee differ
el elecinic systems in three countries with
ne change of orew, ame among the mdosl
|'||\-:||'|||_||II:| -\.|-|l||;l-':. Ak i e waorld
It svime almost churlish b ovolce cridi
cisme. But we did snd a few suggestions
v Eamopean Passenger Servides
AR Y |--||,=|'\-\. b oEAnse &l eask Ore M
group inp foe RES members and friends
Feter Canmon has tlaken over the onganis-
atvon rom Kolandd White, and would b
sleasid b osened clefabls fo amy memibers
|':.-.-.-|- semid a SAE b him at 6 Carrett
Crescent, Leiston, Suffolk, [1716 41LH
We have seen the fature - and it works
or as the French sav: On a vu l'avenir
et ca marche.
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Allies in our battle for rail

By Malcolm Goodall

Do you eveer foed you'ne on your own when
pursaikng transport issues? Do you wonder
why environmental groups don't take any
inberest in transpor matters?

In fact, yous are not on your own, There are
maTniy taking an active interest in
:rnnqmmhg and polkcies.
Exchanging ideas and nformation can be
mtually beneficial, but keeping in contac
with other organisations can also be dif-
freull amnad time-comsuming.

Recognising this, the Council for the Pro-
tection of Kural England has sl up a
number of Transport Campaign Croups in
Er'lﬂ]i'ih poumties, from ormwall o the
Lake [strict.

These groups ane knformal gathenings of
local people who meet at inbervals o pepos

on ther sctivities, and abert olhers Bo new
imsieis and problems.

The Nottinghamshine P i masde up of
representatives from 30 kacal groups such
as RDG, Trans 20000, Piclals, Friends of

the Earth, and others imvedved with par-

fscular inberests apd Bocalities. It meets
every two monihs,
The group formulated & co-ordinated

pesponse tiv the Departeend of Transport's
M|I|l|-rj_|': pitn  the  Niueties pﬂnlplllﬁ.
emphasising the meed for a more balanced
transport pedicy.

Members had uselul discussions to belp
with their subsmissiors on the MNoiting hams
shire Siructure Plan  Beview, Jﬁg thi
subseuent examination in publac

One of the most botly debated ssues was
the MNobbnpham Morthern amd  Easbern
Oirbital Road proposal, which prombsed 1o

I J REVOR
‘ : ARRODS

&

[haring a reoont Lomdon radio mteryview,
the presenter was keen for mae 10 F'I"-"-’I-ICI
which lines were in danger of closing
through lack of cash. The emphasis of the
queshiomang, 05 often on such oxcasions,
wias on doom and gleom

In my reply, | said that yes, indevd, secon-
dary services, suburban roubes and croms-
country  lines might suffer cutbacks of
complete closuge f present Government
policies continued. But | also pointed out
that thiz was nod mevilalle

Ten years age, the Seitbe-Carlisle ling was
savied because thousands of -, i lud-
ing many RDS members, lodgs olbjections
ard ;.Ampu,ﬁ,m:d for ks Felemlson.

In October, the Bediord-Bletchley e was
threatenesd with complete shutdown [
sieven werks bocause of alleged staff shor-
s il shesbs from KOS, the Bedfornd-
Bletchley Bail Llsers' Association and local
authorities fofced a compromise.

[ mentioned both examples i the madio
inberview 1o show that action  against
threatened cuts can b sucoessiul

In another intervicw on BB Radio Suffolk
follwing =imilar “doom amd jlmom”
dictions, | acknowbedged the lemmes bt
pointed  oul that the East Suffodk Lime
currently has ils most frequent Sumday
service since Ehe 19608, One roason why it
has enjoyed an all-year Sunday morming
service ardd labe cvening service since 1987
i% that memiers of the East Suffolk Travel:
lers  Association  did nol sl around
bemaaning the lack of trains but conducted
a survey of passengers o demonstrate the
demand foF st servioes

Mot bomp ago RO published a report advo
cating ter use of the Marviehone
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Doom and

gloom or

rays of hope

Banbury route, including London-Birming-
ham services bo compete with the M40
There are now  hourly Turbo  irains
between the twe cities on this route.

| regularly remind the doom and gloom
merchants that over 250 nesw siadions have
bpen 2 dded o the BRE network simce 1997,
The stations lisbed in our A - £ of Ral
Revperairigs fosulted from pressarne by bocal
campaigners and councils. They represent

oit 250 rayvs of hispe.

It is part of our job in KDS to generate and
nurture these Fays of hope. That is why we
have just published A New Slation - What
Mfighet £t Cost? with defalled guidance based
O EPTenCE
Bixy progpects have also had to be fought for,
'n\l;in now rememibers Flesalink? Yet ths
consortium of vested interests tried  Bo
ent the Channel Tunmel being ikt
r opponents are nol invancble

Ancther mew RIS book is m preparation,
featuring the acivibes of 20 of our
affiliated rail wsers’ groups plus the firs-
ever directory of all such groups. It will e
a campaigning handbook which should
make the pro-rail lobby even sironger and
more cifedtive. a8 we leam from each
pihers’ achievements. The mew boolk, poovis
sicmally enditled Locaf Lires shongld ot
by the end of the summier.

RIS and its associated local users groups
are incressingly regarded as a body of
independen E‘ﬂ'l:‘ﬂ-l:‘ who know what they
are talking about and sctually do things
Ouir contanwed  growth s also a sign of
hepe.

B Trevor Garrod is geraeral secrelary of REMS
aif wriles @ columin ctery our ks i e
itz AL

engulf a Large swathe of land by new bow-
demsity durrlq:ruﬂﬂ. while making no
provision for publec transport.

The strength of opposition cventually
persiadied the county council to drop this
plan

Howrever, s soudbern end meet the conent:
pows fouwrth Trent crossing. This new road
besdge would feed even more traffic into
the congesied city cenire, but the county 18
still determined o build it istead of peo-
viding public transport alternatives.

RIS branches have much b conmbute o
Transport Campakgn Groups, and comild
also gain ulu.ll:ldlr information amd come
tacts. [ vou belong to the group in your
county?  If niod, condact the local CPRE
branch, or telephome me on 01623 871522
for further indormation.

B CPRE = or dirisEy 8 pme-aly sermmingr, A
Curmpaigner’s Guide fo Transpart Proposald, &l
Newark Town Hall, Notts, o Saturdey M
April. Cost: £15, Detnils; Jomiree Cross 01
¥ vddd

Inside story

Former rail manager Peter Raymer will be
telling KIS members what he has dis
coveresd aller casting a scephical eye over
the privatisation process,

You can bear what he has o say ab Ehe
socicty's annual geperal mecting on 29
April

Mr Rayner was Londoen Midland regional
operating manager for many years, and
thien worked at BR |'Il|.'\1'|l.ll|1lJl|‘|'l"'|"r baefore has
reliremaent in 1992

Enclosed with this Raohowdck is a booklet
giving full detaiks of the Exeter AGM.

This is the first time the national AGM has
b hedd in Ehee Soasth West bramch’s arca

The aftermoon session will be opened with
a short falk by Liberal Destocral brans
spokesman Paul Tyler who is MP fior Mo,
Cormwall. We have invited him in fecogr,
tison of the steength of his pariy in the South
Wist, where il has m-n_-uﬁ.'ll"-u and a large
maEmber of hocal counalbors.

Book fair

Hlardbacks, vie, 197988 Wallaig O Rl
mays  (Somervillel, The Raifway  Biwilders
(Joby), History of Stem Clesscs  (Wesl-
wind), ENT st free or £ singly. Wanfed
et Turid - A Surivor, I’.irr:.' 1565
Angeld] D1362 RANA,

History of Tratns Defure 05 Behrend) Hard-
back. Signed. Limibed edition 232 pp
CHffers. Peter Gray (V302 TES410

Transport book sales: Faihway books and
jmirnals,  lramway m.lp.-'lhu—l..-'pmm‘l_h
CAF for lists. THS 141 Convend Way,
Southall, Midds L2 5UF.

Advertise Do you have seconad-hand rail-
way books or railwayana o sell? Then why
dont you advertise them in Raifealch?
Small adds are available at 2p per word for
members (3p for others), Send  your
alverts with remitlanee in advance o
Railwatch, 4 Christeliesrch Square, Londen
E9 THU. Make cheques payable to RS




Ouch! How I became a statistic

By Clara Filahl

O o dlark, wet Sunday cvening
i late October | bocame a
statistic = one of the sixcfigune
number injured  annually  on
Bratadn s roads.

I was cycling towards Ey
station after visiting a friend m
a nearby village. [ rarely cyche
om a main roed afier dark, but
this was such a short distance! |
had dynamo Lighting, plus a
ditachable  front  light, a
boosier rear light battery, and |
wore a reflective hamess,
Suddenly | beard a loud erash,
] Ihnuﬂllt. mrmmﬂ.ml:,'_ that
my cycle had “exploded”™. A
second later the paan from my
obviously broken  ankle
reached my comsclousness, By
then | was sitting in the road,
the cycle lying in front of me,

A ith the rear light on. Bealising

LL]

he risk of being min over by
anodher wehicle, [ crawled the
fowst ar 5o ko the verge

| wivilly mecall fhe rehet al
iowching grass in the pitch
dark. Momentary illuminstion
by beadlights showed my front
I.:rnE within reach, and | began

ing i While trving to
recall the Morse for © |
found a young man bessde me
otherang  help. | exprissed
concerm aboud my cyche, but he
gently  explai that | was
meoee importanl. A Lady, with a
chibd,-also stopped lounk

RDS mambar Clara Tilahi had
cyclad all her lite umlil § car
smashed into her. Now ahe's
using crutches and can just
aboir walk even (howgh i
1akEs Bor 30 minubes 10 SHvor
the distance which used to
take her 10 minutes. Lockily
she is a1ill able 16 ude the train
and bravely ingists she can got
abouwt “withoul ioo much
difficulty®.

Can you believe 17 3814 prople were killed on the rosds in 1993,
45,009 woro seriously Injured and 257,197 were skighily injured,

By contrast, only 41 were killed on the railways, 484 seriously

hﬂﬂimmhﬂ
over the organising, for which | was in the ambulanoe whien he
was thankhul, and helped me loolked i, & ciganctte in hds

oigl of the rain inte her car o
awal the ambulance,

Having for many years been
imvalved with road scadents
through my hospital work, |
Fiad somselimes wondered svhat
it felt bike to be a wichim
Mow | knew and shrange to
say, derived some  combort
from expemicncing it first hand
= both then a Later, while
beimg processed in casoalby.
Froem  later  information,  the
e must have been coused
by jaen pars shattering in my
panmisier, and my might ankle
amd pedald had been hit by the
car's mearside wing, which was
dlented

Thee driver had not seen me [

mioisth,, o endquire aiber me

I realised he oo must fecl
shocked and = b avoid
saving | felt wretchad enough
without the nausea cassed by
his cigancite.

The Ely REAF Hospital (which
.-u."rl.'l.-||‘:1.|I nlsl:lh a  large |:i1i'i.'I|.u1|
Populabon) hay WA |
as part of the FI:?LW Cuts, |
wias taken bo Addenbrooke's in
Cambridge, nearly 40 miles
from home, where | spend nine
dava. Through the window |
could,  sometimes  bearfully,
walch toy-sized trains passing
souith of Cambeidge - near ihe
site where we g a halt may
b bzl

Whaen | left huupilﬂl,. my ankle
platid and screvwed, | was able

cnly o hop on crulches. Bat |
nsistd  my  cudpatient  visil
two weeks later must be by
train. The gap between frain
arvd ladfrm, nmover  even
podboed before, was oo whde,
and the step too steep, for me
b heivgs 500 | used the simiple if
unorthodox method of siting
on the step and hauling mysell
up o o Ehes nsanest seal.

Lisaons bearmed  included  the
mecd for really bright lights -
flaslkin :ur h hiz ame now
available + chicckin nf
the n-!'l:-..hw |.]|.|.aI|I1. of a =a
harmess. 1 plan also 1o gu‘! a
belemet, though my bead
remained  intacl without, My
reason for nol weanng one -
that i@ might iverfere with
hearing approsching vehichs -
does not apply in heavy traffic,
[esipite my initial concemn for
the bake, and 15 relative lack of
damage, | have decided 1o by
& miewe o, on which | am =6l
mnﬁ to take part in the 995
% apansored rde. Civen my
show progness tevwards mormal
miobiliy, bwoe months aiter the
accedent, 2ome doubt remains
o Ehus soone,
Ak Rk E A AR R E R R R
Ihog transport
A buge kery thundering along
the Al0 mear Ely was spottiesd
with this. professionally

palnted sagn on ik “Tim boe big
o argue with.

80mph rural railway  Focus on hospital cash

By Chris Magaer

The rail line through the
miclelle of Wales has bemn
given o programee of key
investmenls  which  should
meverse yoars of dedline.

e line to Aberystwyth,
famaous for the old Gread
Western Hailway's Cambrian
Cossd Expross, has lesd s
hlu.'ﬂh.v.lpf-m‘-td tar Kibergh
This mecans that hali an houwr
has been cut from timings of
Birmingham o Aberystwyth
trains, The most significant
Emprovements have  bern

betwern  Shrewsbary  and
Taberdigs

Former  manager  Merrick
Hoocralt,  who played a
dectsive role i achieving
marlier improvements,
abended & ceremony Mo

unvell a plague at Kewlown
statinn, ooamamemorating b
ELY  milen  amvestment
which was shared by 13
b biss, incladmg the
FEurapean Cosmimission,
Failtrack, the Rural Wales

Development  Board  amd
liscal vouncils

Mr  Roocroft  browght  n
ritler  trains and  radio

signalling in the mid 1980

The Cambrian Line Lsers
who mevet cach  Soturday
PRI al Mewtowm stabion
want further improvements,
particularly  telephones
unstaffed stations.

Ditaiks from Peter Cramplion,
Beitemirwyddd, Llandimam.
Powys SYIT 5AA.

Keaders are urged to travel
on the Cambrian and  see
what can done e
transform a rural railway.

Clhmbing ag the bank out of
Welshpool at over Tmph
and through Mad Wales a1 5
mph has o be experienced
and i a tribube o BEailtrack

and Regional  Railways
Cenbral
I mow  faster on fhe

Cambeian than the “main®
I which runs  befwern
Wolverhamplton and Choster.

Hailman Derck Havnes gives
Addenbrooke’™s Hospital in
Cambeidge the oodil  for
saving his Hfe, He spent six
mamths there after a brain
operation beft him in & coma
Foer siy works

Az a result of his lness, be
kad o retire from has ol in
raalway administration

Derck had o leam o walk,
cat and do basic tasks
tellowing his operation ard
b still suiffers problems with
his balance,

But Derck and his wife Phvl
whe lve im March were
determined  to thank  the
hospital - and mbsed £1,500
by making a rail video.
Linking their love of Alming
with I fml-. & passaon for the
raklway, lhu_?' E:mlumul Jesimt
Linix 1 which contains 100
minufes of nostalpis along
the Spalding to March line
which ¢ IIII:!.'|,~.1|'-5.;|;¢|.'|.
Sheam, diesel and inlerviews
with madlmen amd views ol
Whitemoor  wvard in  its

h}jnhy are malsded on the
wvideno,
Mow  the woupbe  have
il:m,!ur-:\i & mew vigleor oo the
March o St Ives and
Cambridge line part of which
KLF is campaigning bo have
fen EL* vidoo foahures
a shot of KIS chairman Steve
Wilkin=on who lives near the
larse i Histom. It B alreaddy
selling wiell bn lescal shops
Thie videos are available for
E11.%9 pach, post free from
Derek  Haymes, 31 Brewin
:}\:;ml::‘l;kh'lﬂn b, Camibes r'ii':lll.'r
Sl Make cheques payable
b BAr ] D ll.}:;l'iﬂﬂ. "

Missed opportunity

The Rail Regulsor leoks sef
b aypproae plans by Railtrack
toe  implement a  flexdble
chargang scheme for freaght
which would be specifically
designed NOT o give rail
I"r-l.lghl a pr.rnn,g advant

T only T
servints nnlkl di 'I-'rhnl ke

whlic wamnls: PUT FREIGHT
ALK OM RAIL!

IFCES




PLATFORM
Report challenged

I must wexpress my
comsiderable concern at  the
reposting in the  Dooemibser
1_1_I!:|:|nr|. of Hailwalch of my
presentation amd answers (o
uestions  ab  the  Makonal
orferemor of Rail Users in
Oitodber.

The whole tonie of the artiche 15
set by the heading whath s
extremely  benclenfious  and
megative. In conjundtion with
the Frst paragraph it woueld
appear that the problem is the
future of secondary and branch
limies amd 1 cannol relate Ehat Eo
amything that was said cither i
my presentation or n the

VETY

siibsargisend  queskions and
ARSW TS
Your presendation  of o my

commenls about "Cinderella
SRS I ﬂ.l:n.'rn-.'-!l:.'
misleading. The comments. you
-_||_|-_'.||_'\- froms e were in relafion
o a dquéstion on Kailtrack’s
sijort for ther axpeming, of new
foules or stations whereas the
artich: appears o suggest thad |
wis lalking about coniinuing
suppo for exdsting roufes and
skalyons.

Similarly the paragraph aboul
Derek Podler's question was, in
my  recollection, bl thie
opening of new stalions on the
line

While wou have acourabely
-.||_||_|||_-d my cEmments  absoul
n_-,.w.;.ilm;q branch hises you
have stated &t in oA way that
sugpesks thal these is a threat bo
Fher fritiafe of thiese lines.

My answer made clear that we
conild comtinue 1o operale o=
with oxisting  mechanical
skpnalling -|l1l1|l|"' '-1ti.'\-f-d1.|||n|!|-'

This comments about  the
Midland Main  Line  are
similarly elistorted. The article
says iwpthiimg ol Ty
comment  Ehat  iE woild  be
prefevable b imves! in line
speed  improvements which
were more lkely o give the
joermey fone bemiefit= l'l.'l-|'¢|=lrl-"d
than clectrification Bsclf, That
may not encosrage Mr Durnai
but it should encourage people
whio take an obpstive vEw
abont thee newds of wsers of Ehe
|I.11|.".

Your article completely (gmnones

the posilive messages | gave
about the focus of Badltrack on
the TainbeTane and
ImprovemsEend o Fhe

infrastructure  and o the
opporiunities  for  improving
the availability of investment
Fumd g,

Instead it presents a whaolly
nicgative arud unjpustified
perception  be peaders of

4

continuing  threats o the
spepondary lines
While | appreciate that many o
thir wser groups ane fooused om
ERISLI PR thir F'rl."--|.'l'"'J||l"T|- amad
development  of  individial
bramch lines | feel that you
hawe given your resders an
unnccessarily alarmmist
tmpresason of the future for the
railway network.
I wview of this, while il is not
my normal practice bo ask for
corrections e be printed in

ublicatioine, | feel | am
justificd fo request one on this
|r|_|..|'\1i|.'|r'|.

Pty Eillvs, Pnecior, Prodinc i,

Railirack ple, 40 Bermard Streel,

Lovadong WCTN THY

Campaigning aid

may | recommend a wseful
ublication known as Tatspord
E‘q-\nr.-_ which =ets ol each
year  the [Department ol
Traneport's  obpedlives aml
spen ing plans
A “fasndlv tree” of the DT will
sl !.-;fu whio best ko wrike o
and much ammusnibion can b
H.1|_11q_ld from Ehe 1*1-r|.‘|.'|1'- e wel
out in thi report.
For example, did you know
that the Framchising Direchor's
ohjectives feguine ham, amng
other things, o “sxume an
|_|'|'|FI[I_I'.1_'¢.L pverall service lor
passengers” and “profect the
nivleresEs of passengers ©
Poerhaps users o SCeOVICes
threatened  with cuts  shoalkd
write angd remimd him of these
oitrpectives. | have!
.l_'||,-]-\.|'|||r,‘ H."“"I 1] I'H.Ibllﬁhl."'.‘l
by HIAMSO and the 1BM sersion
costs E1360 but if yoid have a
iricndly MP, he or she may be
Al bo obdain a copy for you.
ol Bowrn, 122 Brighton Road,
Gateshend, Tiyrae amd Wear,

NES 404
Public policy
How  would a  Labour
government  bring  Railtrack

back knto public ownership?
lt's casy!

A =sensable  transport  poley
would  tax polluting  and
congested road ransport. The
proveeds would go 1o non-
|n-.1II|.1I:||.1|e. pubdic transport like
ight rail. Existing rail roules
could be electrified amd new
rosies bkt

li public maney, derved from
road users, provides the funais,
public control should go with
nl

The Government shoubd be
repaid in Kalltrack shares for
thee ifvesiment in Kailtrack,

Unless privale iFansport wsers
pay the full oosts of tear

actiwitics so that the tue costs
of rail become transparently
k== than for roads, private
ivisbogs will never Build an
.thlu.mh-:.-m-m
E G Muttharoes, 20 Brookside
Road, Wimiborne, [rsel
BHX! 2BI

Absurd delay

The absurditics of privatisation
are  geding  worse. 1 was
waiting al Woking statisn on &
jaregary for the 1930 tran b
Poole when we were inforrised
it was delayed

We were told the defective
fivescar  wnil waould  be
removed allowing the rest ol
thi frain o comdinue o Poole

When 8 amrived, the enbine
trakn was sbopped ot Woking
and the platfosm on which it
shoaoxd was clomed.

We wore btodd the meason for
this was that Sowth Wiest Trains
did mnot wanl B moor exifa
charges to Hailirack by having
the defective five-car  unik
pulled indo a siding

The resalt was that all down
frains 5 Pagtsmmonath,
Sonthamiplon, Salisbury
leetera were delayed, becauss
only one down phll'i:!rm wis
o

fassemgers for Poole had o
keave Hhedr train and walt for
up o an hour for a followimg
IFain.

So muach for  privatisation
improveig services and
encouraging more  people o
travel by Erain

| am also  peiting  the
impression that the number of
iFain Breakdowns i anoneasang
P s of mainberaiE
cuthacks. Do other members
have (formation abeul Phis?

Dir Tiwrg Chaer, 565 Batly Rkl

Gopplle, Flammshive POW ORHT

Steam dream

As a mervber of the Freencds o
the Settle o Carlisle line and
RIS 1 have mead with inderest
YT progoess fepoe on the
reopening  of the Clitheroo
seclnea o |:r|.~'

With  the  rebidlding  of
Hellificld station and  with
development in mind, and the
clesing, of Upperby shod and
depot, would this be a good
time 1o baild a steam and
diese]l depot at Hellitickd o
service the Scitbe-Carlisle and
brimg more trains from Preston
via Lostock Hall?

I am sure fhere ane many
erthusiasts  who  woubd be
preparcd o buy shates in a bid
to rase money for such a

project. Also there may be lacal

For your views on the present and future of rail

sponsorship for such a projec

At present | fiel that this is just

a  drexm, bub semaiomes

drearms oo frue

AWR Chiftmr, 239 Whitton D
Isferrorit, Muddy TWT TNJ

Blaiani amission

I was .'I.|'-|.'-.:I||.|:'o..| o seC
Darlington omitted from the
i'il.lpr\-q,'ﬂ li=t il stakiiis
offering  through booking ol
traan bokets

Dadington is the only main
line station serving Clevelansd
and a wide swathe of the
Yorkahare ales
1 have already whnlien o my
WA, B Tam Devlin askang, him
i raise the issue with Rail
Fogialator John Swalt
Railwaich readers im okbe
arcas may wish boo poiil ol
obheer BBlakanl dHmass s,

Parela Clersity, T BMomben,
Grope, Hishopsparth, Shockfios-on-

Tees, Cleoelard T35 864

Real progress

| have never travellsd by irain
gverscas, unliess one  oounts
Couthem Lreland, but over the

ast M0 years, | have i a
regular rall wser @ our own
R TR L

1 feel [ musst say o Eam
enthusigsts,  sbop  knocking
Britain's railways

Vo= they are under-funded and
yes, [ dhplore culs in SETVIOES

However, look a1 some of ihe
weitive  developments that

vie taken place in ouar life
Himae

Thie old Cereat Western roubes
have InterCily 125 high speod
trains, as ¢id the East Coaskt
matn L before electnifcatio
brought the 140mph class 914

High sped frains nan Morth
East to Soukh West servces, as
well as on the Misllamd main
line

There s Ehe Tevme and Wear
Slctre, Manchestor's Sltrolink
and  the  initial  sEages  of
Cheffietd Supertram

The Glasgow and Liverpool
arcas  wave  seen |mF-rul.-.-.1
serviges, Barmangham  was
enhanced by the eodern Snow
il station amd Ehe Jewellery
lami i just pound thee cormer

CH conarse Phere always spefne
tn b something new @
Lopden, from the Moorgake
elecirics o the Docklands Light
railway anad Waterleo's
Chanme] Tunnel terminus

Elsewhiore thens have been i
aened renpenend stations
o please, ki's ot give i

viwerful roaid obby
invaluable

ammianithon by




L]

disparaging what we already
haoe. IF might b paolitic if you
are pressing for improvements,
buft mob B 18 puts off potential
passcngers  who  are havrad
enough bo convince aboul the

merits of rail as it is
Time Mckiebargn, [T Scartho
Boad, Grimsl, Limondrmsline
N33 ZAE

Striking conclusion

| write comoerning last vear's
eail  strike. RMTs  Jimey
Iiru|'-|'- chearly realised that the
metwork would remain in the
hamads. of the people in whose
hwnels it should e, BE,
“inberesied srivake parties"
were bo be put off buying. The
stmke has imndeod had st that
cffect, To this effect, Peter Feld
of Sousth West Trains. said that
the sirike was what he wanked
drove the opposition
Ehway. leaving only SWT bo bbd
for the iranchise
Mr Enapp has thus done all
rail users and supporiers a
grcal servioe and  showald  be
rr.ul-ud Foor i, mod comd emmanaed
Im the Lasd Railwalch a
cormespondent asked what s
sl vy “LaissEz-Inire
capitalism” amd slate oontrol,
Lakssez-fair capitalism  means
the Govermment does ol
mieriere  In e 1’J|,'|||‘.|'|||l1|
sysdem, samething swhich this
Lo esmEmedl |~r-._-m||.-._ =il
dioes mnk practise wheen i suiis
= own intereste. BMT and
Kailirack foard that oot dikdni
theyT Stabe contiol mesns the
ownership of the means of
L‘-cn:h]urlmm and pubdic services
¥ B state. on behalf of you
and me the people. Yes, such
H_.|".~u.'r-r|!-- do indeed have a place
n RIS material.
' Frea Sl 36 York Sdrevd,
Cioaws O3] THS

Wunderhahn?

Michael Weinberg's  most
interesting article telling of the
lEasures  of radld  Eravel 6
CTITRAIY Feavis an
unanswered questson. How is
the excellent service finanoed?
Lrermany has §is own edonormic
Eumma. mamly  slemming
rom reunification, at least as
Eroat as this country's
Yol seemingly B has ample
sh 0 spare  For |'¢||’|I-I||_
transport. Are the CGermans
tawed] aft bevels that would be
unacgeplalbde here”
T W Parler, 11 Sprieghanks Wy
Easf Humshuery, Novthampdon
MY OOA

Grerman lessons

| weas partoularly interested in
the Emilwatch 62 artiche about
LeeTmany It would be

interesting bo leam aboud how
they perform fimancially, what
privatisation plans they have
and Bow fares compare with
TS

Thisir Ell.m- place the poor
etforts here well and traly in
thee shade

There are niow announcements
of further possible cutbacks in
the network instesd of a polcy
ol XA

Will the Government never
l=rm from the biessons of the
Beeching era” Rail must e oa
pul_\lu. service  and well-
subsidised if mecessary

Perhaps this aim can only be
achieved with a change o

BT
H C Witkinz, Clusa, 38 Buristead
Road, Gran! Shelford, Conilfridpe
B2 hicf

Fast lacis

I read comparisons  wilth
German radlways and  much
gnashing of beeth by other
contraulors over B :El_'q,.||l||:|l.'|.;
stale  of our Csyslem”  in
Railwatch 62,

As the burostar service showly
gathers momentum, housands
of travelbers a day, from far
and wide, will sce how the
Brtish Cavermiment
condemived Briktish Ball fo min
i mdern high speed itain over
a Hnl]h,'l,l-:u'« Eragms L F|'||'|'|||._|.;!|
Kent, This s nol a pnltlau.jl
mewe, it 1% a fact. To and from
Witerlos, before or after the
fast section im France, such
COETEPaFEOTs wiill e
unavosdable and  consistently
umfavourabde.
[T -I'II1!|' ||||F'H; & that  ihe
Eurcstar  paswengers  who
umashamedly - bve and wole
here will look out from the
traim in Picardy ancd make ther
own  judgement  on the
povernancoe they have enjoyed
of Labe
DA A Fagamdind, & Allog Pard,
Dy, Lovedon SEX] AR

Secret agenda

In  the Governments own
ubdication (The Craone Liger), it
LET .'||J|r|_'\-|_1! L18] :nllh;r 1_.|.r|1r|-|

dioxide levels bo the 190 level

by 2TKKD

This means that 5 mallion cars

mikisl b pemmevedd  (Posm oike

roveds h:..' M,

Whi has the public been beft in

the dlark ©

Withim months 1744% VAT will

Iw= Ul DN CAr InSuranoe, 1R

on tbyres, 17W% on MOT test

certificabes and vehicke oxwcise

dhrty sl go up bo £135

I e pideases will mcan Ehal it

will cosi about €450 jo !Iu-_-p a

car by the curb. How many
pesioners can afford this? s
this how the Government & o
remove 5 million cars?

The Caowernment will remaove 5
mitllion cars and be able to say
“We did nol stop you using
your car

About three years ago the
chairman of BE stated that he
was shortl of E450 million on
off-peak travel If pensioncrs
were allowed to buy off-prak
R .I-|l-_l."-'-'hl.'rl." wpdsody Dokets
for EXK) a wear the rallway
voould get in over bwioe the off-

piak loas,
By 20, owver 10 million wall
ot be able 1o afford a car bul
there will not be enough stock
or frack to carry the extra

passrmgeTs
G & Lowe, 50 Follalow, Tolmes
Deron TOE 5ND

Carry on working

Trever Garrod's reflections on
sirikes  ame  mosl Ihl'ﬂlrlhl-
spovoking.,  with  his  almeos
nowtalgic plea for the retention
if the rght to strike logether
with his comclistoms that the
loser following the recent senics
of sinkes was the railway
sysiemn - whose deve lopment
amwd expansion @5 o the benell
of all railbwanvamen

A ey requirement  for  a
r.1|.|h'.1:i.' system o be acceplable
to the public is reliability, and
in tailing the public over thas
the unions have shown  [o
evidence of Raving advanoed
since  the days of steam
AT

It s it the ]"1|I||||_ Elual Ehe
unions should target, bt the
accountaniz. The unions must
have thee puble on their sidie.
Heww Detber 1o o Lhal tham o
have |.1|:I'-1||.'I|.- annenaricesd  Ehal
there would be a nesw pattern
onc-day strike’ on a given
slate. They would run all irains
o that day but would insist
ithat Ehw pul:;-lir travel froe?

Such  action  would have
comomirated the minds of the
scconamlants and thelr maskers
wonderfully: the public would
Il forweard 1o the next “sinke’
such  Hwat  there would  be
ETHMNTEIWMIS  PRESsLTe e mr
with the oommon sense Ehal
was markedly absent during
the nasty saga which actually
AoHEk il-l..lnl_r

Much of the trouble En
contemporary life can be put
down 10 the worship ol
accoeancy | shold go so far
as o say that whereas in 1940
the enemy was Mazism, today
the enemy B accountancy.

Lhar  fall  track, which
nafinnalisation belonged 1o the

people of this country, B In
danger of being sold o privale
companiics for the purpose of
making moancy

Many of our tracks have been
singhed o save money : we
G SRy wilh coertamndy ||1.|l [(1iTY
Cowden accident would never
have happened if each frain
mvelved had had 3s own
track

Lingsn waer  shioulkd be
pﬂﬂl.-.uhr{:' effective  against
accountands; i an  individual
PP kb accouwniants he |s
Imn touble; W oall do, the
acoountanits ane in broable

L Hirvary Trabe, 196 Galbert

Raowl, Cambridpe CBS 3PB

Motorail for Europe

Reading about the lorry Erains
over  the Eregebirge in the
“Wunderbahn!™ amiche. | was
rerdpded of an kiva which |
ul forward i a letber 1o
South Eastern Hambler™ in
1986,

I l|'|||_'\l|:~|-|1! iu-ll.|1l'|!.:_ REil foir
vehicles im the London arca
and other places oven farther
from  the Cheriton  Berminal
This wimidd save drivers hay 1115
b make the long trip o the
coast by conmeet with  the
Tunmel troans, amd redieve the
roaads of Eoml from all Phad
traffic

It weoaidd have made sense, and
e easy, b make i
fimancially advantageous b
emlrain  mear London  rather
Ehadi & Chembon
In  the event, Furofurmsed's
road-vehicle carrying  trains
have an exceptional  loading
gauge amd masst be a great deal
slower than the high speed
passrnger=-onky frains onm the
wposed Channel Tunmel rail
ink. 50 even it thai route
Erbween Lomdon amd Cherifon
were built to the wider {and
higher?) loading gauge, shared
use wionild produce problems

fdeally, l=oth hagh spsssd and
PRgyback® rail routes should
eventually have links bo other
parts of the country, and the
riwabe 0 London should alloa
fior This

O the French side,  meosd
maborists crossing B Channel
do not bermanale thair joameys
m northecastorm France, b
drive on for hundreds of miles

Dibwicuasly, similar trains could
mum froam termind near London
and olher ombres, o0 lake
moborisis and thele cars b
*aris, the Riviera {51 Raphael],
Milan, Inmsbruck amd other
popular destinations
A Wirrssia, Poitrsdin,
Hroomwill Lawe, Wakfng
GLIZY 4AN

SRS



Why yes means no

By Alan Bevan

The Gevernment “green ki "
i Dcembaer [og linee e o Ehae
Midland Metro was ol guite
what it sevemed

It was actually & “no, crudely
-.]1n.iulw|.‘| ps &y, said
Richard Womrall, chasrman of
the West Midlands Passenger
Transpoet Auwthorly

The auwthority has been washng
for years for the Lovernment
o approve the line From
Birmingham Snow  Hill Lo
Walverhampion

Then in December, Transporl
Secretary  Brian Mawhinney
said e had sel aside funding
and work could start in 1995,

He anmounced: “The Sl lamsl
Wetro B eswocllent news  for
travellers i the West
niidbands; it will be gend for
the environment and provide
motorisis with an allemadive
form of iransport i 3
congested transport corpidor.”
But he ako ankd '5.1_.'
agrecmant 10 Micland Metro is
comcliional o a  signiticant
apoportion of ite total costs
ring, Fouinid Bocally.” What he
really wanis is for the seven

| "

One sfep nearer? How e Midland Metro could look

councils, (including  Labour-
controlled  Birmingham  City
Council) which own the amrpor
1o w1l off their nferests

sir Mawhinney told the Metro
PrOpUIseTs that the E6] millson
procecds of the airport sale
woald be hp-rl'«l on the Wetno.
The Government ks keen o seo
all  municipally  conirolled
airports privatised But a
Birmingham akrpunr
shame s frsrum has
unanimously rejected the kdea

saying that it s essential that
ali funds mised are available
for re-inwestment in the airport

The Pasenger  Transpoet
Authosity  had  carefully  pul
iogether a  financial package
which sought £52 million from
the Government, £25 millsn
from the Euapean Unkon, ()
million from Altram, with the
PTE borrowing £52 million anl
contributing £9 mallion Froam fs
awn funds, some of which had
come from the proceeds of the

for Metro

sabe of its buses, W M Travel
The leaders of the Midknds
councils  pointed  oat that
ncitber Manchesber P
Shedfield were required bo Fnd
bocal funding for their iram
priogects

Ml banad Metro line one will be
j3-mmiles bong and s dended
i coenbrbabe (1] the
regeneration  of the Bk
Country, It owill run through
W el Hromwich angl
Wedneslsiry, senving anss
suffering urban deprivaton
acvording o the Governenent.

Proqosasls o extend
Wlarnchester's Matrolink  from
Trafford Bar o Manchesier

alrport via Wythenshawe are 1o
go to a public inquiry which
means ne deasen wall b
mace until the end of nest
yeur

Closed hooks

The Depariment of Transpon
has askmitted that it has 25 files
labelbed top secret and 1200
spvret. The slaggering fimber
was  given o Labouwr MI®
Saephen Byers in a Commeans
wrllery answer. S0 much for
apss governimsTt,

Trains to keep towns and cities green

By John Davison
The impoftance of trans amad

buscs  in wrban  apeas Ane
emjphasised by the
Diepartmemni of th

Environment in new planning
pubance

Manning r'-u-|||.!| Cripdamce
pode 2 (MPGY which deals
with the green belt rounsd our
towns and cilies takes &
towigher lig Ak
“greenfield” development.

Thee nieed bo redisee car wse
sl EnoeUTage e
environmentally frbenad 1y
trapsport  has  already  been
siressedd by the department in
ils PPG1, pulbdished last yoar,
anl oificially endorsed by the
Department of Transport The

new  way forwand s also
slimvn  In dgafi Rl_‘“llllul
Planping Guidance which the
qh-p.mnu-.n Paes st {ssnesd bor
the West  Madlands  that
strisses the importance of an
imlegrated appriach taw
irarsport and Lasd use

Boroigh councils in the area

have aleady shown  a
foadiness o work wiedl
jogether, using a  package

approach laking o accounl
.1E modes including  cy<ling
and walking

Bui the dangers are alse
obvimis in the area, The oul-
of-town Merry Hill Lenine
pear Dudley has drown irade
from traditional bwn oentnes
ansl The ousboaeers ane 1.1|1|:l:h'
car-bomie.  Now conngils

Mew products bearing the RDS logo

memwﬁmﬁmhmmmpﬂmﬁh
a-njhbhﬂwlhlspa-ulalmwpmnlﬁp.ww

pad phus. @ refill for only £1.35.

mmlummmmmmmMwa
rorymd bl m:iqmrd[pumatata proferanca) for only £5.75,
A st for moalings and tran ings.

Key ring with mather fob lettered Fallway Dowelopment
Mmm.ummmwm.

Order lrom Marin Ball, RDS Sales, 89 North Wallington,
Farsham_ Hants PO16 8TJ. Chegues payable to RDS.

sk N, Rarl FoT ajor
fopels A old o shedy
corridors well served by

public transport” and to sevh
ouil “Epare puablic  transpaort
capacity”

Thie 1.-1L|.|.|I.'|r.1;.',"'|.'r|'|l,'|'|| ol
gracual growth of smalles
villages couild, says the Dok,

merely incibe car-porme
commuating
Insdead, development  sites

should be sought the railways
linking Wercesber to Ohiford,
Tamworth 1o Mew Street,
Lichfichd o Reddisch  and
Kidderminster b Leamingfon
Through trains froam
Leamingion lo Munedton ane
recompsnded

Thie 340 molorway ks, O the
other hand, frownesl upon as
a magnet for development
and the AXS cannot withstand
maoee industrial cxpansion 0
|_-||-|“;t.1ff\llll'\]"-hln".

Councils are asked not o
allocate oo much car parking
land  amad 10 oonoenizale
buibding where there an train
BCTVICES

Councils are tolkd b harmonise
thear parking polscies withim
an overall policy of car

resbraind
The pguidance nobe also

q.-'b.l,'lluc'lﬁ:.' weliomies “thee
principhe of improving the co-
ordination of public transport”
in the cities” handerland

Manmers in the Wiest Midlands
are asked bo implement park-
and-ricle  schemcs  an 1]
moniter the reducdng necd o
travel which the DoE hopes b %
prompl

This Dof draft guldance note
has ot last mecognised whad
Ay porlifsnans, eshate
apents, waluers and planning
practitioners have  bovn
preaching - and applying -
o yars.

It would be mice 1o neport that
British Rail and other publ
utilities have played their part
i ,il-l‘llrrultmg. reasenable
growth  siralegles  lof our
makor cithes.

It is Bowever gosd looser a
Conservative  administraiion
talkimg abonif TesboTINg
humanity and eco-sapity o
the heasls and amferes of
powms and cities, Mow all we
mieed ho see 18 ADme 6
positive ACTION.

The draff RPG jor e West
Midlainds s puiished by the
Gozeripmmt Offier for Hee Winsl
MNfidtarads o Frow Ways Towsr
Edyptusion 15 15]

r
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Main agenda for the Midlands

By Diarryl Taylor-Smith

The pntmlul of the Midland
muin fine between Bedford and
Mottingham is highlighted ma
new booklet

The Slires Livee has born senl fo
councillors along the line na
bid to pesusde them o
promote  an -cHicient
and environmaentally  Friendly
rail service as an altermative fo
heavily congested roads.

The line !I'm'rldu:'.'- ETOFTHRLS
scope for fasl amler=-urban and
commuter travel by the simple
and cost-cffective  means
provading nesw stations and a
new local mall service

Al present InterCity 135 trains.
’mr_ri] only af Bl fond,
Wellingbaronagh, Kettering,
Market Harborough, Lescester,
Loughbonough and
Mottingham.

But B five mew stafions weore
i af If'hl.:h_':,- in
fordshire, Desborough in

Morthamptonshine,  Kabworth

and Wigston Main Line in

Letcestershine and Kegworth i

Mottinghamshire, an  hourly

Aimph 158 service could be

imroduced which could also

stop ab  the new  lvanhos
stabions of Syston, Barmow and

Sileby ax well as  InterUity

stalions,

Campaigners say it 5 a cost-

effective, vislae-for-moncy

whemse  which would  boost
whlic tra ri  throughout

Fh.u East Mmdh.

They highlight the Hime savings

of rall wavel For instance,

Oakley to Bediord would take

i mimtes by train, compared

b IS mimifes by car al peak

Fpnes

'I'h-l. booklet, entithed The Shires

Ling — A L e AN Reagsnirs,

alsis xulg.!.hh Pt park sl

b

ilities  could
'\l".ld.'t'd at Oakley  and
rmbrosdk fHed fordshire ),

Desborough,  Kibworth  and
h'n'iﬁ-lnn Mlxim Line,

The line has  enormdoas
pobential  for  commating,
shopping, business and |etsore

It would alee enhance existing

pEiETRCY oppartumbes by

oviding  conmections  with
mierCity,  Thamedlink  and
cross-couniry  Begional — rail

SETYVICES
The scheme would need four
158 dliesae] wmits aned would cost
only ERTS million. By conkrast
widening 1 miles of the M1 is
costing £15 milkion - whike also
worseTing pl.1||l|.|l|-:lr'| and trathc
lems Lefcesier
Feileni] hl.'f-.'u.::. b oosting £44

mmuillicn.

The basoklet is procuced by the

WEYE KEVLLED
ALLTETRAIRY S

Lescestershare and  MNorthanis
Rakl Action Cosmmlibes.

LANBEAL hopes the county
coumils will on @ poind
approach bisl 3 alse umging
mwembers o confact their MDPs,
calling for the rail scheme bo be
implemenid

The seortary of LAMRAC b
Darryl  Taylor-Smith of 4
Laneden Avenue,
Countesthorpe,  Lescesbershare
LEB 5P Tﬂ’ﬁ:mm

Over the top

By Mlaloobm Cioodall

The Government's plan for
trans-Pennane  ransport =
definilely over the top. Ii's
Largely about building roads
The Councl for the Profection
of  Rural  Englaind  was
cdisturbed cnough o publish a
keaflet outlini the
Department  of rqi‘I-:II'L\-PUI:l'l-
arbationis lor
roaelbullding in the l"-mnuuh-
CI'RE warmed of the seriows
environmemntal consequences of
marre  poasd budlding.  whach
only sevens b generale vl
maowe iraffic.

It put forward other kdeas o

creale A mene  sustainable
tronsport  policy.  The  key
features included pul'llx
transport  improvements by
road  amd  rail,  managing
existing  road  capacity, and
ingentives to moddy personal
traved halbats.

Fonur KD Bramches contributed
b & pespomse which was senk Eo
the CPFRE. For most of the
miajier road schemes, there i a
bess-clamaging rail allermative
to cater for movemsent growth,
For q:"q..1m|:lh=. th ABS has been
designated a Eurc-route, bui
th rd-.mlll.'l Moewcasile  bo
Carlisle railway servioes could
1Y m1|1r-:1'|.'|:'d. |'-|:~rhap-. by Faster
tilting diese]l mulliple units as
uscd on the contanent.  Morth
wisl of Leeds, romds through
the Adre valley and bewvond

could be melieved by more
ireqpuent services on the Leeds
o Lancaster railway, through
tranns b B Lake Dt dnc
extension of the new CHiheros
trains o the interchange  at
Hellifield.

Costly widening of the Leeds -
Manchester MB2  motorway
ool [0 avioided by
investment in clectrifying  the
parallef raalway line

Thicre ane |n||5--u1.1.|1|,1|||g 1\1.'|m.
o widen the difficult AGIE
Manchester bo Shethield rosd o
dual carmageway  bul  hali-
hosurly fast Erains on the Hope
'|.-'.a|1|.':, railway are  al
atiracting more customers, and
restoration of the Woodhead
rail route has bern suggested
for  both  passengers  anad
container fn':lp.lll Eriarns

Towards the southern end of
the Penmines, Derbyshine
Connby Louncil s studying the
ptenbial b Corimdroad
wrvices on the Matlock 1o
Buxton railway roule

In fact, the only cormidor wheere
A mdjer  rail improvememt
sopms  unbikely §s the  Ash
Darlmgton o Brough  axis.
Hiere, the answer might be a
bus, linking railway skations af
Darlington, Kirkby Stephen,
and Ceenbholme or Penmth in
the Lake DRstrict.

Clearly, thre s much work o
do in obbying the Department
of Tramsport, and the county
councils on  their Transpoet
Molickes and PMrogrammes.

A new conspiracy

COAVERNMENT nostalgia for a
mythical “golden age™ of
Bratain's railways i
mationalssation  has et the
metweork facing a crisis  that
holds uncanny parallels with
the worst days of the awe-
wielding Dr Beeching

This i= the warndmg from
author and RIS member
David Henshaw in oa  hard-
hitting few  edithon of his

copbtroversial book, The Greaf

By Conspiracy. In anm
eubensive T ichapter,
Hemshaw  argues  that  the
pelitical climate that H;med
the controversial 1993 Kailways
Act resembles the era that led
i the Beeching  closure
PrOgramEme

Beeching slashed the nationa
rail network m the 190 -
without any positive bonefil in
terms of savings in the subskly
ruqumh‘l by Bntish Rakl.

“Similarities with the events of
19636l are quibe striking.” says
Henshaw. “There s a bng-in-
the-fonth Tory Government, a

wweerful and imfluential road
obby, and o pew begeslative
framework for  the  railway
imdustry, taibor-masde o wesd

out the weakest [ines [or
closzire.”
The rewised Gresd Ry

Comspiracy,  published by
Leasking Edge, s available for
C109% post frew from Mastin
Ball, RS Sales, B% North
Wallington, Farcham, Hants
MOl BT).  Make cheques
pavable o RS

Lottery winners

RIS loltery  winiwrs  fod
Nowember

Chris R, Perton, noar
Walverhampton 53,  Pefer
Eiparngy, Tewkesbury £310

Bermard Eyre, Moowrwich E19.88, B |
Worilingion, Stalybridge £13.24,
F & Challix, Cambridge G663,
T Mhibchardl, Birkemhaess] £6063

Deecombser: Manci Derley,
Berormsg Fonce A A, Jarsus
SMacnair, London £3.62, Beiam

Hastings, Scunthorpe CHLLE, | D
Shemilt, Ashboarne C134H, Roger

While, MNofth Harrow  £6T73,
Stamley Simms, Walsall £6.73
(ETETRT Wiaw  Huirgess, Yok

£RR0, S E Williams, Stourbridge
et | E Daddridge, Frome
CHLIR, [ahm Page, Cambridge
£13.44, Alan MMavibisad, Dharham
£4. T3, Bay King. London £6.73

o =
e e —



Capital plan fc

Thameslink 2000 is an ambitious but cost-effective scheme
to provide a cross-Lendon rall network ideally sulted 1o the
pext century. it builds on the success of the existing

Thameslink which was one of
Nick Richardson of Bedfordshire

achievements. Here,

British Rall's finest

County Council describes what needs to be done and the
advantages. Bedfordshire is leading a consortium of local
authorities in urging investment in Thameslink 2000.

Thameslink 2000 Bilds on the
T ] ol thae exisHAE
Thameslink =ervice thal goes
through the middle of Lendon.

Thame=link already oconmexts
Brighton  with  Luton  and
&\Tlllrlj and means that |"'l'1'|"'|l-'
can  bravel  withowl  chamging
trains in Loncdon

It dows away with the chire ol
arriving at a London ferminus
and changing 2] thair
Undergroand to gain access 1o
amathet lerminugs

Thameslink was made possible
v the |_1|_1||l||1|1g ol Sy Hill
tunnel — less than a mube — thal
links Blackiriars and Farringdon
But it also links raalways bo the
faorth and south of Londen

Guch has bevny (B8 success that
Thameskink servioes  ane Atk
capacity in ihe peak hours and
mearly =0 off-peak. 06 attracts
both Jeisure apd bussbness ol

Within & year, cross-London
travel grow by MR

Until mecently, many described
Thame=link as “ihie bt Ll\."l'{ rakl
ool

li 15 ihs onby cross-London direct
regiomal service, unlike in Pans
which has three semi-fast Hncs
crossingg, Ehe  cagpital and  Two
e being buaill

There are however reslraining
factoes (5141 developing
Thamishink

There ix a Emil of alx frains an
kour in each direction through
thee S FIE Eanmee]

The demand for peak services
from Kent moans that London
Bridge station is congested and
cannid  castly  be  served v
Thammeslink trains until .

Al evening poak Bimes King's
Croess | hamseskink skaliomn
bexomes  crowded  and  on
oecasions needs o be closed for
safcty measons Bevause it has
narrow platforms which cannaod
cope with the crush of peophe

Developing  Thameslink  would
weed action bo unscramble the

Bottlemecks that oeour  bebweon
trains serving Kent and Sussex
and the Thameskink scrvices thal
peed b cross or join those lines

There are three bottlenecks — at
sew Cross Gate and  South
Bermondsey where raal flyovers
are  planmxl,  and  Borough
hlarket w e separating
Thameslink X0 from Channg
Cross services by a new flyover
i of London Bodge, moans
Lopdon Bridge gets an exira
platform and  Bwo tracks, The
resaill should also mean greater
r|'||.'||.'\'|||r5 o bl Pomdtes.

Longer irains and more of them
would put a strain on the
euisting clectricity supply i the
Fuire] secteEmn.

Signalling svsterms would also
need o b wapigradied.

Blackiriars King's [ poras,
I",,rrrL|L};L‘|Lln and  other stallons
Pt |,1|.11|:|1r||1l| that can I\.II'||:|.' takse
Becar trains. Thameslink 20X
would sis¢ El-car irains

Thameslink 200 ol Rive the
Great Morthern  roules Erom
Petertorough, Cambridge and
Kings Lynn acoess to the south
vig Dhameslink. A |osl ol new
stations could be served

The improvement in Ssefviges
would e subsianiial T
mumber o stabions  on  the
Thamie=]ink fictwiork o
virtually treble fo 150, with the
narrlser of trakn milis aETeasang
|l:||,|!-l|'\l||.‘|

Mot iyt ant, thie  trakn
froqueny through  central
Lomdon would go up from & io
4 irains per howr in cach
direction

Thee potential capacity wirnlbd e
aix hes bocause of the effect of
more and longer traans

To achsevie Thameslink 2N,
wiork s needed at four main
sikes

There are the twie ‘".:|'I.I'| e soudh
of Londen Bridge, widening
the bridges o Borough Marked
[unction and a new viahed there
i take the extra track through

Congestion buster; A 318 electric unit crosses the River Thimad
overhead wires. Al this point where a new Blackiriars stalion ¢o
third rail. Because of is dual voitage sdvantage, the J18 can
used for & range of exciting “lnk-in"services around Lomndon it
and could, in theory, be used for a local sfopping service I'r" &

Limalai |!rI|.‘|_'q|.'. Theere woitld be

i mew Blackimams sabon —
eatended  right  across  ihe
Thamies to provide an addifional
enfrafice on the sowth =ade m
Sinplhwark

That entrance would provide
Couthivark with a new rabway
ahitbin B serve the growing
brigsanss amel resademizal
communily thire

It would also open up the Seuth
Baik, with its walkways, leisure
aned arts inberests

Ar Farmingelon, theere wiill bse i
improved Uindengroumnsd
interchange and  changes 1o
track and platform layouts o
allow for ||||1'Fr|' Thame=link 20(8}
rns

Al King's Cross, the presend
shightly  off-centre Thame=link
station would e closed and &
miewe o Pl beneath 5t Pancras
a5 par of the Pr"l'rl"-'l‘\-ll'hl Chammel
Tunnel mail link work - b will

F'rl'hl.'l-:l-l' pasy Svess W RANE
Cross Underpround amnd  ma
T

limae rail serviors ioo

A parliamentary will will have
approve the works al Eing
Crosms and the peodssary unctn

o link with Groal  Beorthes
il
Al the other works f

Thameslnk 2000 will be cove

by a Tramsport and Works A
Ohrder under the e prode
which s similar b a planns
iwifalary

The inmfrastructure changes a
relatively smple for & failw
scheene that delivers =0 ma
bmielil=

The mamber of destinabio
servedd  will i subskamiial
Around 14 million people ha
dccess 1o Thameslink  servic
mow. YWith Thameslink 200, &
e by 5.5 million — bowr B
as many, I8 will alse provide
comnection 1o the  Cham




g travelled from Bedford, picking up a 25kV AC supply from the
il straddiing the fiver, [he irain is powered by the 750 Valfs DG
virtually anywhere on Britain's elecirifled network and could be

wiag thare, One has even traveied through the Chanme! Tumnel

Tunner high speed rail hink, the
Jubibee Line extension, CrossRail
and even the Chelsen-Hackivey
propomal. in fact with all the
muapr rail projects being built or
plannid
It combd mean an integrabed raal
network!
Farmngdon 1% pivotal,
particularly for lnking theee of
the reghon’s main airports
mmply by adding CrossRail 1o
Thamealink 260 kall  the
'\l]"l'.llJull.-ll-l"l of London and the
Sonth East wall be within onie rail
mierchange of each other.
That 8 sccessibility  and
oonnectivity,  with  absolte
flexibillity - the Thameslink 000
COFHeT=iomnes.
Rakl des |"'||l|'¢||'||'||ll-. suich s
Thameslink 200 bring  other
bemefits o
In economic bermes, greater acoess
means more people being able o

: to Lille, fo complament the high-2peed Eurostars

reach main emplovment oenines
casily — not jusd o reach
business cuslomers, but alss in
Terms o altractog Uhe fght sorts
of lakongr.

loursts could be attracted 1o
Lambnidge or S Albans  broam
Swrrey and "'||I.'\.'-|"|, a1 pMIrTey s
that previously would have Fiery
mich mone of a hassbe.

The enwironment will benefit
p;n'.1|:|1.'. The Bowval Cosmimbssion
o Padlution report im0 Ocboder
showied ooncern about growing
car wse and promoted new raal
invesiment such as Thameslink
200 as a means of helping bo
sawvidch frovm road bo ral.

Thameslink H makes using
thir MI5 RN C A Y fl.lr many
prople '
Fewer cars means fewer calls on
sl services such as police and
armbulances amd less demaned for
mare or wider roads. Using e
traany rather than cars reduces

podbwtion levels significantly. It is
il I‘|H|:|.|1' BN L g ETICTRY
o sCrvalkiom Hl.l-.ld .l.l|l|"|FH1r.|
usrs wp sEmee B of the bodal

Eransport sictor CTICTRY
|l|ﬂ"|l1||.|l:'|F'\lI||||I.
There would be nome of ihe

disruption normally  associated
with major projects

This F!I'l.l[lh.l PlEFFS O |.|i|-|g;r.|q,|:||-.'!{
existing indrastruciune and
enhancing what is there. Im all, it
invadves |ess than one mile of
niew irack

Dhce the core area at the cenire,
erossing London, i in place, the
final destination of services, or
dl."l.'l.'ll!lrlr'l'l:“'.lll i EwW sEfvVEEs
north and south, can be finalised

Feaple have suggested all
manner of other [ocabions that
might also gt through-London
services via Thameslink 2000
enouraging because it
demonsiraies a beliel inihe level
o future rail demand

The Millenndum can provide a
spur  for rakl  developments,
brimging together a  sirslegic
nefwirk

Heathrow |:|\.F|r|."~|- (LS AT
for a 198 imbroduction  with
dedicated  serviees  from the
aarport |'|!!'|1|.|..|.|r'||¢|lll|1

The Jubibee line oxbension also
slars operation in 1998, linking
Docklards aid sagraficant areas
of South Lendon e Lendon
Bridpe. Waterlon and the West
End

Thaemeslink N0 is l_"h.!_'\-q_"q.t‘tﬁl [ 15]
be= i service by 20000, im time od
the Channel Tunned rail link
tioams Folkestone b St Pancras
Lip 1o 12 doemestc frains an hour
in the [h.‘ﬂl. will use ihe berenamal
angd Thameslink 2000 plays a lory
mde i helping 0 reduce
congishon of dinderground
services al H.ll'l':"a Crnss whiech
would otherwise be heighiened
by the trati from Kent and
lernadsonal Havelbers

Cro=sRail & already B forF a
Transport & Works Ao Oeder
usng the new planning imsguiry
process amd it B expected it will
e o e i 2NN,
completing the main elements o
the strategic regional network

Radlerack chairman Bob Horton
hars b Thameslink J000 Flrrl-i1_'\-|_1_
along with the Wes! Coast makn
line, as his two top priorities in
objeetivies sef by the Secretary o
Stade for Transport

Thameslink WM would  ihen

I next century

open im 2N i time for the
Channel Tunnel international rail
hink and domestic services in the
follow 1N !|I.'||.|‘

For imbermational eravellers, the
new  Thameslink  service  waill
provide a  tasi, modern and
coimdortalsle ialermhange o fhe
City or to London Bridge, for
cormectien via the [ubilee Line o
Do klansds, for rsample

The price 5 ped high &5 rail
infrastrctune schemes go I
st of £550m companes. with just
=5 miles of an extra lane on the
M mEMorway, N I,"a.\.l|l'|FI|l_'
Crosalail will o=t 2 bEllion
s

The h'l'll_'rlr'-\. i afts® Fross the
project i ermE ol fedlussd
road wse, faster travelling times,
Ereater mumber of areas served,
and =0 on = afsind three
times greaber than the cosl, as
mmsasuned by the DoT formula.

M real accoumt is taken of the
coonmmic benefils  that can
follow,  emvironmental  benefils,
naf  gpreafer  refiability benefits
which maaht pewill. Thie present
evalaation system does not allow
for il

A things stand, it will be g o
thir prraviale sechor 1o fund most o
thi prodect and the indwations
SOUm h"'l'.d

It will be the private sector
teretere, i congunction with the
Franchising IMrechor, Ehaxt
decides  exacily  wlal  sefvice
patterm will be provided.

More than 1230 organisations,
madnly dasfescd gonascals, lhuFIFI"H
the Thameslink 20800 C onsorliiem
which alan inchudes the
Association of British Chambers
i Commeroe arwl the
Confederation ol Hritish
Industry. Bedfordshire Coumty
Cominicil is thee lead aughority

It is the (ersd fume s many local
coundils ol all Fr;1'||l|-,.|!
composition have combined 1o
press bor the wpgrading of a il
rodibe do maed ihe nesds of the
2158 coniury

The project is jointly promobed
by Railirack amd BR's London
Fall Dy |_'[<|F'||.‘|u.,1|| Bisdm

Thix cormortium’s ".I.II'I'I'hlll-l'rl-\. Afe
pleased by the progress made =0
Ear bul are well aware that there

are  stll  problems o be
OVETCDIME,
And  there s alse  growing

CUMNCTTTE Fhuat D ernimerl
inertia will delay the scheme.

9 ORE




LOCAL ACTION

Lincolnshire
By Brian Hastings and Paul jowett

Rail gateway To =ave three mamiabes,
Regional Railways NE wants to cut ot the
Habrough stops on  its Manchester-
Clecthorpes 158 service. Bul Habrough. on
the Demcaster-Clectharpes line, i the rail
head for Immingham. 1t should have an
hourly service apd  positive  marketing
with, |,'||:"r|u|_'r'.- a new name, o reflect s
prosimity B Lvoniigg i Wi have -ﬂl“-'Jﬂ!'r
urged wpping the line speed so the 1585 can
pxploit speeds neaser their ‘ilImEIh i
pum instead of the presemt 55/60mph.
Then Both the Habrmagh stops and a fime
apving could be aclarved

Through tickeling Even if you gel on a
traim at one of Lincoloshifes 14 wnataibed
stations of South Humberside's 3 unstaffed
statboms, you can stll buy a throagh cket
from the on-train  Sportis-equipped
conductor-gunrd. The staffed stations of
course have Aphis machines which. k-
wilse, cam lssue moone inansaction ooe thokel
for a complicated jourmey. The branch is
writing to the regulator to nsisl that this
s od Bie Reting must Conhinee.

Mew Express links Regional Hablways
Central is (o launch a 158 servioe from
Grimsby to Nottingham, Loughboroagh,
Leicester and Coventry, Given good publi-
city, it should attract new business. Product
manager Colin Robey told branch members
i February hiow he is hoping 1o persuade
rail travellers from Market Rasen and Lan-
coiln 1o travel b ondon on “l-F'u'fﬂ.ll Fains
o Mottingham and then via thie Wlhdkard
main lse. OFf P""""L travelbers from Lincolr
to London will be encouraged 1o trave] via
Gleaford,  Spalding and Peterborough.
Meanwhile Grimsby travellers are bang
encouraged bo travel via Domncaster, rathey
than Mewark, b London

Private enterprise needed Stafi are ssdly
being withdravm fom Market Basen 10
April o Fegional Railways is hoping be see
& En_,il enfrepreneus oo forward booun a
business, inchiding a ticket agemcy, irom
the temporary building ot the staton.

Clear way Freight tracks are being restored
ai the Bracklesby-Barmetby lise, feversing
i 1989 actiof i r|.'1.‘|IJ|.'iI.'IF the dour tracks
o two, and dearng the way for

Spring into Europe
with two spring offers

Euwropn Beyond tha Tunmel, Our 130
in

page guidebook to

Franoe, ﬁ-nnnrrﬂy and Bonalux
couniries. Only £7.99 post iroe.

Thi ichesl : Thomas Coold's
Eurcgmaan Fal Pheasabock.
Covers all the usual but
with exira phrasas and tips for the rad

fravallor, Bl European ]
senza Supplemento B8 say in
Crdar fram Martin Ball, RDS Sales, B9
Morth  Wallington, Fareham, Hanis
PO1G BT

L]

Clegthorpes-Manchester 158 Expresses
Railirack may absa soon be asked 1o put
double track back on sections af the Skeg-
ness line which were singled in the 159705,
Timekeeping would be improved and mane
train paths would be made availabde

Holiday trains Butlins Red Ceats will
travel on some trains (roen  Grantham,
webcoming  holidaymakers travelling 1o
Skepness. Une cosch will be reserved as a
Bustlins “club car”

VAT threal Reports are circulating that
lesare” travel on volunbeer-ran ralways
like the Keighley and Worth Valley could
be made Lable for VAT, This would be a
\J—'Il'l'!.:_\.“ﬁ.l"! wecedent 'I-'rlll-\.h could b
extended Lo off-peak travel generally

Useful ccomomy Railtrack is pl.-plt:ul.:f L0
downgrade the level crossing al Swinedylke
o the l:_;ﬁnhhr!'\'.'luﬁh-mrnl.'“ﬁ' limve bt &
road b a feotpath. Addibional savings
coiale e achiened sy comvertang the slafied
Bomsall Lane crossing bo light controlled

Scotland

Ay

By Mowglas Senard

Privatisation ¢uts A furore kas beoken oul
in Scotland over the reduction in sbeeper
services  and  complete  closure of  the
martorail serviies. o lerarest II'||.1IJ'~1:I'!.' s
slowly wakening up o the disaskiois
el ol I.'II'I.'. Atisa Rt T hl.'\.".LL".IF' of BR
15 FIw g =y A% CTALY A% Wi warned at
wirnld be li'l-'u' break-up of InterCity aied
loss of cross-subsidisation of the sheepers |
particularly perverse. This of course will
directly put more traffic on our roads

Sadly letters from us to all the Scottish Tory
&S o |‘lr||...1_1:|\.1lu|-r| FUETEIN Ul W CTe

A fugiher effect of privatisation has boen
the prepared closure of the Thurso depot
with the resuilt that Wick tralns will have to
reverse back from  Thurso adding 30
minutes o the jourmey time, already gros
sty uncompebbive.  This s further
justifscation loF the Domoech bridge projec
Fears, so for discounbed by Railtrack aboul
thee siate of the Forth Bridge have also been
expressed and a Government minkster has
had the cheek fo fell Railirack to spend
more  money  on pakid.  Scotfail - s
.,_--.,F.r._-.,_q,-ll fears of many moere culs b &0
wvaces  Jinked 1o guls n thisar hUdﬁ.‘l‘L
irmposed by the Governmsent

The alfect of these cubs are now becaming
all tonp apparent, while grandiose road
bublding goes on at a steady pace with
roads proposed which would never see the
light of L-II.::'.- In the mew siuation in Bng-
laned, Sadly the Labour party is almaosl as
culpable on this issue as the Tores with
Strathctyde Kegion proposing yet ancdher
oAy slscing I:E:.m h Glagow. We
cannot get an answer from the Scottish
Labour party as b whether or not Eheir
eucellent decument In Trust fof Tomorrow
applies to Scotlapd. It certainly does et
apply 1o the rosd builders in Strathclyde.

South West
By Gerand Duddridge

Investment needesd Winter Mooding has
yol agaim given nse {o imfermikbent ¢losane
of the H..jnnl.1|'\'||.' branch, alihough the
main line at Stafford Bradge just north of
Exeter has escaped closure despile fiver
levels being as ]Ilu;h as a year ago, Mew
E-n-._-.,-duma. of rumning under cauten af
mph and a man on duty at the bridge are
letting the trains throagh, but the fial
answor for both lines can ondy be mest-
mend in bridge strengthening and perbaps
work o fhe river channels. Investovend i
rodling stock is alse badly needed 65 bus
subsitiution on the Newquay and 5t Ives
bramches seems bo have boem & weekly
winter oocurrence. The ]qnblu-m is simply &
Lack of spare trains fo gover breakdmyans
The branch lives lose their train even if the
failure is on the main line. Regular wsers
have had the added proldem of replace
menl i or s SsePVIOeE  IISSNRE W
intermediate stations and a decline m H
pumbers of regular passengers has been
niotaxd

Helping the environment The Secretary of
Saate for ]'[.j_“hl,lnrl s .:lrl'Fl'r‘-ll-'\-"-l.'a;,t e |J!.:J1|
Railway Order, permitting the Bodmin and
Wenford Railway to relay the brack to
Wenlord clay dries from Boscarne usiction
Adthough this is still some way off, the first
majar  hursdle i this ey smeendally
friencly scheme which will tramsfer china
clay freight from road to rail has been
!a._;ml,, This everturms a recommencdation
of the Department of Transport that the
order be refused. [t also follows a favour-
able report by Travers Morgan that the
scheme would be financially viable

One step forward Regional Railways angd
Devon County Connct] have taken sleps o
promaole the use ol lwybridige station with a
new leailed showing traln Hmes,  foad
rontes o the stabion and bus infommation
s Hmetable s pastularly uselul com-
pared 1o the all-systems timetable o
showing the through pmsrmey -‘-p|'-.lrtun|I|F$
s skations in Comwall and to Paigmio

plus connections (o | ovlon

Transpori cash The Government s
approved three of Devon's four bacds Bor
transpor package tundag

Tve Plymouth package has been awarded
1 million (£ millsen n.quwl-r‘-.l-:- arud Exe-
ter 065 million (E1.4 million mequesbed)
Wie awalt the results of a council meeting bo
see If any of the plarmsed rail propcts go
fopward this year We hope {or a start on
the new Culbemplon rilway station anc
inztial work for the Tav ok linie Lpal Ll
g

Rojection of the Torbay package suggesks
work to restore the formes up plathorm al
Condrinpion as a new lerminus for [onbay
lamse trains, will be delayed

However, £10000 — 5% of Devons
repuiestesd Dhartmods Elzw.'n'Ll.'qr - st bring
ithe reopening of the Exeter 1o Okehampion
line forward, thowgh it now seems unhibely
that the necessary £150,000 funding will be
available within Ehe 195K o 1998 franspoet
IO TR,

Ticket confusion Mroblems arese in =£:|ng.
1994 when InterCity Saver and Super Savie




tickets from Excter bo London ceased to be
viahd on the Waterloo rowehe. Hovwever, the
Aabioiell Larcs mankial suggests PASSETIECES
with bhickets from Creditlon, Mewton Abbot
or Plymaouth still have the choice of routes
We have been in correspondence  with
Imler gy Lonead WiosEeen owver this mealler,
but this has ot ved reached a satisfactory
ponclusion.

Hll'll'lil‘ig abead The Beagich has 111FH||h.|.-|1!
o Cormwall's draft streciuse [-I.l-l amdd Ehe
Fast Devon loal plan. The former men-
fions now sfabioris casd of  Traro at
Grampound Boad, 5t Deniis on the Mew-
iuaay lime diversion and ke Teeraledood
park-and-ride station between  Liskeard
and Mymouth. We have stressaed the need
for other new stabions, most impoant
beng Larm Brea (Defween Lambome and
Reddrath) and Marazion to e sereed by
extending 5t Ives to 5t Erih frains 1o Pen-
wame. We have stressad the nesd for route
prreservalion aiwl pefer 1o b |.||.-.|:.|.|'l||:|_:|' |
resloring services betwoeen Perranporth and
T muro and o Laonceston. For East Devon
we concentrated on the case bod preserving
the Sadmoiwth o Fensloin fosibe oF commi-
bier sy boes 1o Eseter

Model franchise The branch has published
its modi] Franchise of what we consider b
b A0 minkmiam level ol servece fod LDesvon
and Comwall. This is available from the
secretary, Y Polwithen Drive, Carbis Bay,

St Ives, Comwall TEIG 5W  (please
e e am SAE)
Yorkshire

'H-:r Jkiriis T bid

Goodbye Brightside and Adtercliffe Road
HI'IHI'."HII."I.‘ and Afterclific Hoad stations

Cloeed on January 28, following the Trans-
port Secretary's consdmi
While lew' bedrs fced e shsd bod Brght-
s, which had become 1L||.Il|.'F1|.II.I|".I\ with
the advent of Meadowhall, we wged the
TULL (mow RLOC) for WE Eigland bo
recommiensl reberdien of Atterchitle Hoad,
whibch it did By a well AREEed Fepeori
T rven the South Yorkshire Fassenger Trans-
'E-.'-rl Executive, which had matated closiare
y witha rawing support, appeared to have
weeoiel  ihouwphlts  as  0f '\1I.1|'ﬂ|-|.'ll|l.-l'||.|t'|
requesied the struchare of the statbon be
maintained for possible reopenang A
camie of looking both says af anoe?
W frut at by the P'TE that, as the sa VIES o
maintakning the closesd station would be
minimal, they might as well have kept it
G
The PTE responded that closure had noth
ing to do with the cost of mainbenance; the
main reasoms being minimal wsage (under-
standable given the paucity of servioe), {is
fathere fo meed curreni acoess, seouriby and
passenger standards, and s restriction on
the operational capacity of key sections of
the lime for a mualtitude of PIE and non-
I'TE services
Ceiven the level of service, the last reason
.11|.1]|'-\.'.1'r'.- spririones fo say the least. Whike the
FIE maintains the stabion was nisl paying
is way, i added that “its inee cost im0 net-
work lerms is undgquantifishle.” So owe shall
never know
Baid all ts maot lorsi 1h|‘||ll_|.;]| descussions with
thie Sheffield f'h."ﬁ'h'-r-rl.'u'nl IZ':'-r|.1|'-r..'|I||'-r|._.

the I'TE kopees that i the longer term there
iy be fubiere demand for & station in the
arca, Whio keows, Attercliffe Road iy O
day rise from the ashes

Yorkshire Rail Review 1994 Onoe again
David Pickersgill and his team of contnibu
tors have come up with & comprehensive
cvahsation of the county's rail services as
perceved by Ehe users. Ehemse| ves

Creerall, 1994 was a d:u|'-|:\-|~||'.lm_|: wvoar for
timekeeping. especially on InterC ity ser-
vices  where performance - with  the
hormiralde exoepdion of the Miclamd Main
Lite = was down on 1993, Much of the
decline book place during the second half of
the yoear

Kegional Katlways Expross faned somewhal
T, |.|i_|.;|.“=!|' due ko |.II'|F|F|.'|'|I|1.‘|. rieliabslity
of Clecthorpes-8anchester services on the
South  Tramns-Pennine route. Howeser,
perbormance of FIE and becal services
|'-|ur-||-n'u-||.-..l during the aatumn

While the signalling dispule contributed to
the poor results, delays due to track and
spgnalling problems, unit aileres and the
All bW IrL1I|JI'|'I||!| erounbered uFll'F.J.l!I'._q
difficulties" had far more impact on overall
timekerping than the dspute

Inidesl BEvien Ehe disiraciions of F'I'I'l.“ll-
TETL T T '-'l..'ll-'|-||r‘:'||.'|:|"||l'||.'I of 3 miracle that the
rallway performed as well as it did. This
owed much bo the efforts of the stafl who
are as brwibched, bothered amnd bowildered
a sl ||I-.'..:|'|.1:||J:|-\..I.'\ thie pesl of us

Wessex (— ‘,

Hy Dawid

Reopening cash The Eastlagh-Eomsiy line
which was closed] b passengers in 196
may foopen  altes Hampshire Counky
Council's decision to include a bid for 02
million towarnds the cod of reopendng
Chandlers Ford station in s transpor
I,I-l'||||_ ¥ programms fiog 19504/ T,

Threal o late trains The frain crew depol
at Weymaouth is to close. We are I-'l-"i"rl'll.‘:I\:ll
the trened for South West Tradmns o willy-
draw Irom  oullveng l,‘ll.-l'q.'ll'- Whien SWT
took similar action at Exefer last year, it
resulted i the boss of early and late trains
om the western engd of the Waterloo-Exeler
L

What price protection? Isle of Wight
County Counactl has adopted the welcomse
policy of protecting the formations of
clemid lisies Bsetweeen Shankbin and Yeninor,
Wooton amd h.'.-th:-rI, amd !"-.'uwp'-rl and
Cowes. Mow this policy has been chal-
lenged by two planning applications on the
Conwes roule. We have Lll.'\l'rl:‘\'ll‘l.‘l b b
proposals and await the cutcome with
Imkerest.

North West
By Robert Cummings

{III'I"_I oft wallking [ he woribw hile Salford
Cresoend Sectrification schemie haz been

defayed and the rosd scheme which gener-
ated the En:-r-.hal has also bevn put hack
Meanwhile the estimated cost of electnh-
cabicm of pust umder 1% miles of ranlway has
deonallid simew Radltrack ol its hands on the
projedd
Frozen asseds Eighteen peak-time services
vt Manchesier wlsen frskty wealher dis-
abled  the new  olass 32X which ame
._H:rhurmg in greater nembers in the anea
e whale fleet was confined o the depot
bercause on-board compuders were unabde
fo el e frosi o ibe overhead line.
Demand takex off  Work progresses. on
thie Manchester Airport southern spur and
||EI|_'r.|'.||n AT QU U B ke ads AT
of the mew link which is q-'-.pﬁhld 1o open
in May next year, The likelibood & that
when open, thi sinport will be served by
dhirect traims to the East amd Wiest Midkencds
al oven Sosith Wales
Frivate operator Blackbum-based Sates-
man Limited §2 propesing to ran o dimect
service [rom Blackposd Morth o London
Eistonn wia Manchesher in October, three
years after InterCity withdrew from Black
poal im 1992, Unconfirmed reports suggest
the company' will b edterng some form o
ket  inBerchangeability  with  ImterCity
Une current obstacke faced by the oom
pany, however, v Kailtrack's nefusal bo
alleww  the brain b stop abf Presben of
Slanchesier Plocadilly, 1'\lu‘h|-|.'\.'||'i|'| the Bwis
bigeest potential sources of income!  The
company is proposing o use the old
Slanchester Pullman carridges for the traim
wihach will make jus! ofe BEUEn polErney
petween  Blackpeol Morth and  Lendon
Eizsguafi et dav, The roate wia Manchesler
and  the likelihood of desel haulage
throughout will maean that the servace wall
|1rl'-3|l-.| Iy be slower than that ofbered by
nlerl ity which sogquiares o change of fraan
at Proston. 1 will hvwever by convenient
for travellers from Blackpool who do not
engoy changing trains. The branch, while
wieloodiing 4 GiSecl servioe [nodm |5I.||'L-|:u.m]
1 Lomdion, s conoermed aboad the polenitial
for “creaming off” the lucrative business
income from InterlCaby and the knock-on
citect it might have. The branch has estal-
lashid conkact with the company and will
monitor the situation

Wales

By Hod Fairley and Chris Magner

Speed-up Comskderable  investment s
being made in upgrading Chester-Bangor
fiop S ||'||'-|'. running from May . Mew
webded rail, some laad on steel slecpers is
being installed while at other locations the
existing fonded brack @ beng welded ap
D thiese seviogss the old |[oipts ane nnlw—p
cred with mew baseplates and Pandrol
ch OUn Anglesey the last sections of
bulllwad track on the main lire (lasd by the
L3S ane Binally beang I-l_'|,'l|.||.'|11 This will
kead to lifting the lomg &) mph slack past
KAF YValley

Around Britain for a round E1
All gur ibustrated By Aai guids books are
e prced AL only £1. Choose from a kst
| of &b 14 tites. Ssnd an SAE fof a il 10
| Margn Bpil, 8% Morth Walinglon, Fane-
hawm, Hiwnia FO16 8T
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Fast ferry The disused Freightliner termils
nal a Holybead has disappearcd 1o make
way for a wehicle pask in conncchion with
the intreduction of the giant new Stena Sea-
Ly fast ferry. This vessel should arrive in
October 1095 and will reduce the crossing
time bo Dup Laoghaire fo %89 minutes The
siation. will be memodelled  with  direct
acoess bo the few ferry from the eastem
sicle (Platforms 2, 3 and 4 Additional bost
trains and the re-introduction of firs ilass
are being Inveskigabed.

Enterprise A conberenoe in Llandudne: in
March was hosted by Transnail and Gwyne
podd County Council b gauge interest in
ihe cxtemsson of  Transtalls  Enterprse
sorvice to Morth Wales, Several potential
flows of new traffic have been identified
fo the 50 Ionncs mHREEm servioe mneth
Wales has suffersd partic ulagly badly from
the retreat of Rallfreight and this inikatne
is o b woelooenaed

Spring into summer The rebuilding of
Rhyl stabion procoeds apaoe wiith gomple-
thon planned for carly SurmmT.

Forced oul Yet more road building, thir
third Dee Crossing, has bor wd the chosure
of Rockeliffe Hall signalbor. In its place is 8
Portakabin! Bul at beast the railway has also
been resignalled with coloar lights.

Cood looking An improved service B
I'.|.1|-||-|-|_\L fpr the Comnwy Valley hirve bor the
surmfmier, with meals on the trains, srlectivie
pruning of krees o improve the views al
the mist seenic seckions aned wesible sbeam
excurseons,  This all  reselts  fnem thee
apprantment of 4 community Baison off-
cer. Rablerack actesd  with comamicrslable
speed b reopen the line following flood

amage mear Llanrest i December.  HEX)
popnes of slope  were used o repalr
wenshed-asay crmbankmienis

Stafi shock Abergele siathon is 1o lose iks
staff during the winter months

Flanning pw-iEm Firkenlead Conway
shation is 1o be built follewing Merseyside's
suocessiul  £129 millien “package bid”
Thiee mides of frack will als=o b olectrild
and a new station budlt ot Prenton Wend-
church on  the Wresham-Bidston  line
Bidsiomn dation will alse be refurbiched el
pet park-and-ride fscilitics. All this was

wsible because of the Department of the
T:n'ir-mmmr-u PManning Policy Gubdance
13 (PPG 1Y The southem secltion of b e
will mot benefit from this package 1]
approach because the Welsh iface. headed
by John Redwood, refuses o implement 3
similar scheme. It claims b= uE:!Iu trans-
ot |'\-H|.||.':.' s condmed on s T\-Til,lrl.h'
schemes, The weakness of this argumenl &
exposed when you know that the total bus
wrority grant for Wales amounted to only
esoo ., 1 still likes to boast howoewer o
buibding mew roads

Roof off A double decker bus was flagped
Jown bocause {f was a “danger 10 other

Life Beyond Cars

irafficc, s rool was hanging off! Three
miles back it had the il bridge af Celi-v-
Badd on e Wrescham-Bidston Line

Boal on The grade 2 station at Wirenham
General ks to gel s carepy resbofed as par
of a major overhaal, paid bor by grants
from Railtrack, local councils. Railway
Heritage, the Welsh Development Agrmicy
and the European Linion's regional fumds

Private enterprise Bodorgan, the most
decrepit station in North Wales, is being
resbored By (ks pew owner, 8 privabe resident

MP on platform Chester MT Giles Hran-
dreth unveibed a plagque e mark the
completion of the refurbishment of the

ciby's skakion

Stratford RDS has objected to the district
counsil plans 1o obliterate the siakion s
large car park and demiolish a bridge Eo
make way for a new roacl! The road woulkd
cub right across the station frontage and
along the track bed souith of the station. We
iolel the public mspiiry that enforosd relo
cation ai e loco run-round would require
5 millbon to be spent on a revised track
layout. We urged instead that the trackbed
should e protecied to allow a reopensed
rail ligik o the south. Settbe-Carlide cam-
E.np,m—r Edward Album and Professor Bill
radshaw who was formerly general fan-
ager of BR Wiestern Regeon argued thal
proteciing the line wold allow peopening
for Both steam trains and a Easter Service
i !’.l-.]-.l.:imn viag Owford, Moreton
Sepatford & Galibull o Birmingham
sdpanwhile Warwickshine County L puncil
is seeking funds for a study into the poten-
tial for rail services ab Stratford, which is
{ive magned for 243 mbllion visitors a year.

New i%p:rwhrl Spending £4 million to
revise the layout of Froof House janchisn
would enable Birmingham New Stroet
ation to handle more trains withouat
extensive remodelling of the station layout,
sccording to o pew study by Halcrow, v
arsdd Pariners, They say “sorting the rains
there would enable better use of New
Street platforms, ncrease frain apeeds from
0 ko 30 mph aned incredse capaaly I i2
to 17 trains por fhosuar

Midlands

By Alan Bevan

Jewels Park and ride facilitics ame 1o be
wvicled at the new Haawtlhorms stalion on
the Jewellery line ab a cost o 53375
Trains ane expected bo start FEnRming on the
reopened line in September
Penalty fares Most lines in the West Mixd-
lamcls will Hhis year be introducing an E10
imstanst fine for people who do not have a
picket following the schem’s introducisen
on the Spow Hill lines in Movemibers

Airpost The Passeniget Transport Authorily
s calling for rail links 1o Barmvingham air-
ot o b bmproy el and for betber transfer
facililses from frain fo plane. At the

-
i

moment, only 75 of ir passeRgers wso ithe
tratn and the FTA 5 keen b S8 2 micxlal
shift from cars o public transport RS i
Lsery Bo Bave views and suggestrons From

members on how bo improve thangs al thir

airpoet. Please serad your icheas o ke
Russcll, 38 Somerset Road, Walsall Wad
e

Coventry links A new hourly Irain seTvice
could be introduced  between Sk
and Leamingion which woulkd give Coven
v bedter norih-south lmks Mew stabions
could e built at Kenilworth, Holbrooks,
and Foleshill, Both Werwsckshire oty
Conencil and the I'TA are ke b S {ETLpI-
vements buk diffes on detasls

Merry Hell The owners of Merry Hall
shopping complex near Dhicdley want e
fcrease the number of car spaces bo 13,350
The owners ane sfering E15 millbion o
Drudbey couiwil to upgrads the A4S arwd
AT million for other progcs RIYS has
obsected and urged that investment should
go to providing new rail facilities on the
Wwalsall:Dudiey-Stourbridge line L
PFTA abo wanks belter public franspon
sooess bo Megry Hill

London & Home Counties
By Boeith Diyall and Simeon Sdlartin

Trains nol buses! Car new leallet calling
for the reopening of the Lulon bo [hnstabie
ling has been distributied with hedp from
the Association for Deinstable Area T S
ger Trains. We have send copies to all
meembsers of Bediordshite County Coancil
aral Luton Tewn Coting il County counctl
officers have pul forward a proposal to
convert the existing bul disused il kink
between the two iws inko brusway and
have prisduced & consultaton deguement
and  questioniiaine which is  wirbwally
impessible to §ill in without  imdicating
support for the busway. The propesed
busway will have a number of single
track” sections, Dhunstable is the largest
bowTi i e South East without rail conne-
thors, Mo busway will cure this

Forward mol back Lhar Corcal Eastern |!|'d.' -
i has compleled A Rail Strategy tor Eas
London and Essew should be usciul as a foil
i Great Eastern's strategy which seems 1o
I 10 Cud SETVIces

Passing the buck Train operaiors and
Railtrack are blaming each other for dedays
{6 servioes. This was one ol thie effects we
wamed about in our opposition fo the
Hailways Bl

Another delay! Work bo clear the way for
Eupostar trains to teavel nafth of Lomdon




vin Ehe Morth Lopden line has been del-
avixd and may be cancelled, I should have
Invedved repales bo :H.ml.|h|:-|'.'|d Funnee] and
I5EY elecinication  bebween Morth Pole
jamnction and the Easd Coast main line
Improvements to North London line ser-
VIoEs  wWere alsn |!|_'F‘|l|‘|'||,!.1r'|| o s waork
being completed.

Anather “"Thameslink™ MNorth London
Eailways seems 4o be having more sucorss
with 11 services betwern Willesden r|l|I-.'-
e aned Clapham Junction via Kensington
(Hympia Local newspapers have reported
that money has been made available for
pivtermalinbe  sialeons, Bl F'L|-1l"1 (LI TE T
Sputh Central  doalwvoltage 319 unils
betveen Brighton and ¥atford Junction via
Ceantwichk and Kersmgton may have fallen
through
Underground The branch iz pressing for
extra sops to be made ot New Cross and
Mew Uross Gate stations during the tem-
prosary clesare of the Easd |-|1I|§:||'| lime o
allow work on the Jubilee line extension
ind for refurbishment of the rouwte. We
Saleould like bo see South Eastern trains ran
o by Thameslink during thes werisl, We
condemn the Underground = j!mh-n'-ll. Iy
remove the London Conmections map from
ils platforms. This can only mmake il more
dalticnili for travellers biv god about and plan
pourneys and is symptomatic of the disamle
gration of public tranaport i London

Crowded Thamesklink We have been in
gomkact l.-;-.rh 1h|_' ”I..l|t'||'|-||1|1. mandgeimeani
feam Bo express comoern Ehal we ane o have
the fifth major change of roube south of the
fiver since the inkreduction of  Thaimeslink
sefvioes. The managers assure s that this
1= e Last change amd that the Wimbladon
andd Sufton rowbe @5 the one that they have
always wanbed amd that the peak howr
soervices bo amd  Froam '|'||'I11'||‘.I.||'-J|'\-II arg =0
peopular they nen with loadings up to 1505
Ralls for Londom The leallet Lomcon
Mevds More Railwavs was being distrike
uted to local coundils and London MPs. We
also bope b launch a cimpaign h..L"IIE.'. for
greader ivvesiment in the Lindergroun

East Anglia

By Mick Diibben

PPressing ahead The free-travel days held
by Angglia train operating unit on cach of its
limes petween mid Oktober and 3 December
attracted  hencdreds of  exira PASSETIR TS
whio enjoyed a free jourmey if they collected

tokems  prinded in the bocal press. KOS
procluced  two special  beatlets  for the
RO R

Revival meeting RS members have been
instrumantal inoreviving Ehe Breckland Line
Lisers’ Assecateon, [or the Norwich-Ely
i

Thee asseciatvon is exploring hew' European
cash could be altracted, bo improve the
route for both long-distance traffic and
local passengers. Morfolk's new MEP Clive

Meeclbe spoke af the relaunch meeting in

Attletsrough. For detadls of the assocwabhion,
alEase send a SAE o John Saunders,
pwwers Lame, Seifon, Wymondham, Mo
folk, NR1897H '
Privatisation Commuters from Hunbing-
don in the Prime Minister's constituency
have greeted rail privatisation plans with a
great dial of oynicism sccording fo a local
|1.'||:r|.'r Ihe gemeral heeling 1S passengers
will havwe Hetle sav in the future and that
there will be nao real benefil in services

Service levels The branch has issued s
minimum franchise service level repont
during a presmtation to the Eastern Eng
land HLUCC mecting in MNorwich.  Branch
Secretary Mick Dibben told the meeeting
thai any culs would be inconsistend wath
the Governement's clalme of proy iding a
better servioe and with the findings of the
Koyal Commission on Transport and the
Envaronmient. The report “LU syigpeais
estra services Hnkimg the makn regional
centres bo fill gaps in the imetable

Ewra links sapparted The Standing Cone
ference of Easd Anglinn Local Awthorities
(SCEALA) has given itz backing for local
rail improvements as part of the Europein
Fadl Metwork. Plans mcliede llﬁqr-'u-‘hlij.:
freight links irom Felisstowe and the poss-
ible re-introdoction of rail freight o King's
Lynmn, Lowestoft and Creat  Yarmowth
Phoscls, S0 EALA 15 also mectog walh mem-
s from other county coundcils o leok at a
sossible miew East-Weat rail Enk from Cam-

e tor Ohebond

Hﬁng "u;ul.hw.q The branch s phu!l,nm,:' a
new leaflef called Let's be Positive aboul
Kail. The aim i fo coanter the often nega-
tive but inaccurabe image of the radways
portrayed in the media and by some poditi-
clans. Unfortunately, some BIXS members
are prome o this as well. The branch
elicves such statements discourage pvnpl..—
from using the railways and inhibsts mvest-
mend by local authorities and the privage
sectar. The leafbet will highlight the impro-
veemands fo the region's radl servicoes in
recent vears such as new rolling aiock,
faster and more frequent service between
Lovescdon, e L'ﬂrnh:ﬁigo and belter facilithes
firr b dlisabled

Thames Valley
By Martin Smiih and Chrs Weigll

Cotswold Line In spring 1994, British Rail
gave notice of mient to dose Combe and
Finskock stabions on the grounds that the
platiorms ane oo shon for theee-car Turbo
traine. The notice was withdrawn because
of semie legal irregularity, but in the mean-
time  Owfondshire County Cosinedll  has
mstructod its officers o register a formal
abgection o any future application (o close
thise two statbons. The county coundil has
been engaged in discussions e the past
two yoars, first with Reglonal Hallways
Central and subsequently with  Thames
Trains, b secure an enhanosd senace bo the
four halls whikh al prosent have a service
of only one train a day, The council is will-
ing in principle to contribute towards the
cost of extending the platforms at Combe
and Finstock -\.Irlll.u!‘l:ll‘ making improvemienis
at Ascolt and Shiplon, as part of a package
In return for Thames Trains |1u'-r|-'|.'idm_|;_ a
service of four-five calls per day (Mondays
te Saturdays) in each directson. The peed
for an improved service for the Wych-

wondls 1 oven greaber than for Combe an
Finstock, as Ascoft-, Shipton-, and Milion-
under-Wychwond are substantial villages
which do not have a daily bus service. In
Lireat Western cdays, Shapbon usedd (o be
advertised as the station for Burfosd, and
would well be a convensend park-and-ride
railbead for that fown

Kidlingtan Mr Dhek Helling. the public
tramsport olfwer e Orofopdahige Lounty
Council, gave a talk o the branch mecting
o 22 Oictober, and todd us that the couanal
has budgeted for the constrsction of the
wiw slatwn al Kidlington on the ame
Bapbury, Leamington and Birmingham. It
coald be built in the fAnancial year 1996,/07
om the Park Farm site near the A4Z% and
the Ukiord Lanal. However, progress s
e held ip I thee Faibure of Ratlirack to
produce any plans, delaying the appli-
cation for planning permission. The county
el had been pegotiating with Thames
Tradnes, but since 1 April 1934, Railtrack has
becamae the body responsible for the future
atakion.

Onfardshire projects Mr Helling also 1old
s That the county council B making pro-
gress with the jnt progect with Wilishine
o inbrodduce & new service betweoen Ukhord
ard Chippenham) Bath, with new stalions
at Wantage Road and Woolton Basselt

Mew links Several county oouncils ane
being asked o support a study inte longer
distance east-wiest serveies, bor imstance
between Ip-r.h'uh angd Beisiol, SCEALA
the Standing Conderence of East Anglian
Lowcal Awthoritses — s inlerested i thae
leasibility of bodh frewght amd  passemger
servioes running via Milton Kevnes Bk
inghamshire  has  already  agreed o
vomlrbiale iy fo BN bov bhee wlmlg. Siorth
London HRadways are discussing  with
councils how b improve the Bedford-
Bletchdey lime and are reviewing the link
Febai] HII_‘II_IIII'!| B Uil

Onford-Bicester The service hit the hoead-
limes when it cmerged that services ane
skivwver than i 1851, Kailtrack said funds
wire nol availabie o remove The long-
standing 10 mph limit near Bloester, bul
confirmed a ocommitmen? b maintain the
lime. Thames Trains also conbirmed a desire
for improvements and to petain the servioe

Competition With the introduction of an
hourdy service to Birmingham, Chilbem
Lines i t‘hd"t‘ﬂﬁlﬂf Interl ity for some of
the Barmdargham be London tradiec, [E canmol
COMpEEr I1|,'-|'||_'\-|,I. Paid {8 ehonald b ablbe o
CRPAUNE ST of the beisure marked with
cheaper fames = only £19 for a cheap dﬂll
riebirm, and EX0ED for A relurm whac

ipcludes a ||Ill'-|.‘|.l._||' Eravieisand hod Lomdon

Severnside

By Eric Barbery

mifg The five-male long branch line
1o Tytheringion, Avon, was rﬁ':p-,-iu‘-d kn
Febroary after two years of disuse, allow-
ing AKL madstone frains o resame
Mainline Feight has a contract b0 iranspor
00N pennes of limestone a year, avisid-
ing the need for 25,000 lorry jourmeys.
Joint approach Gloucestershine's Dr John
Cordwell is chairman of the South West
Region Rall Consoriam of lecal councils
1es dhaty will be 1o L-n-p the Franchise [Nrec-
tor on the right tracik.
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WESTMINSTER

Union Metro

*1 implere The minisles 1o look
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Franchise Thevior knows hat |
o Jiam 1o rng {orwand

U ATILT STV 08 Sl sealsmns
beradly im = wuilh Thee prescenl
gimctahli

Through tickets

1 -l
choeting cm 22

Harcesih o
movember. N Walts annoanced

thak the coiil
Tacnliy aher e
eramred in sectiom 4 of e
Railwass A 1995

“The Franchie Director will
reyaine Iranchisees [0 parkicipals

irh wviiled- el irmvel schenies

stz g% the Travekand, so long as
he % satislned thal pariscepat

'--IIr-.«

[LTERTET

L afireane

LT

riprsinidde Lo fheree gl s
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Eurostar route
Sk Fisher iLab Sioke-on
T'r whed oii | December
when Rathesck wounld he Lyl ik

om emlarging Hanyg

and elecinfying 1k hing hetween
ditre Bndge Juscoon and
Wilbrudenm High Level |
Nr Woans sl the Bocrol
Samie hay instrocied Raihrack o
ke sare Lhe e
| sl Dais b O
allow Eurnstsr rail sorvses: [
the regaons bo bogim fry 1the scar
ol 1996, The g of mdivedual
wiorks i @ maier for Bailirck
lTII.."i llll sl fad £ |
r|'_|||

55 A i TIVE il

siee et irvestipafest fir (Yeart
i Lowmafowy i aliie i
Riadltrgack" s doek of Fawasls )

Ik ‘|.-|l:-. 1k ok heT guusd s FHm
Wlr Fisher, Mr Wans si
Raibirack bl decided
Mol Doavms line was
il Towr Lhar 1] Tums:d
irmins. The scheme proposed
wiiah] Bnia nie ez ol oF

i B el hemeliis paslilly g
e of upszrahiig 1ha

Frame

Speed secrels
g Prenlice (Lab Pemndiei
wanied o knosa B rsany miles
o raibway ack have spoed
rowiiic bsia SITPrsd i @ Tesus o
Brack defects or insulTews

M Wans replied Railirack dul
il K oo miral revord ol track
mileape Beaiinig pemasent way
resirichicns

Ry

DLR extension
“Exicndeng s MK 10
Thamicsitsad 4y o sangle hing
e o] vl doe
* Migel Speanng (Lab
Mewham 5) & Coamimens
duseng Lhics = lime ¢xch 4
o@ Thames crossings. 15 s
Lomdon om 19 December. 11
wold relisve rall
the Blackwall wmmne] 1o
Wir Spear haz opprscd 1he
e lant 1 Riyes
Crossime by road dkeis il canmeed
a DLR ligs as well, bui o LR
el usder the Tha
B Bt
Cieven Moars, Mesier
Tranageet 1m Li i, i reply
sah) that thes sug R
afmroprae, andl referniad b
oppcition from smilh al the rver
1o road erossang

TR LT

s il

Coiremenicd MNegel Speaning The

TR
C T

undorfines

Feee il T

i o)
R .'-u||'- sl
wraffic and oo
the posni

& DR rail line from Mok
Kent i the Thamesmead sfca
weoiald provide fapid pubdic

1 | P
tranagsst connoctioes 1 akl 1hs

Do L] e v hpemcmd. e

sl o the river. This woskl] ol
n Bast |osdon

B wa b rwise

e i reass
tradfic whes
e

M Speanmg saiil "Is. 1 Mhifeter
mware thal | have opysrsed ke
Fissl Lomndin FVER CROssang umboss
of ihe Docklasds
Lighn Baalway wione [ ram scens
a7 As For the it rve Ehast he

& I

an o,

filwned — jise
wosiald it mael B

fisr e in 1 Bght

£

hias Jusi &
trumk i

i il
of 1oday's neps
[HLE by asin

e T ae pelie ve o

[T

al Hlachwall amd

aiil cromumps, which pi¢ b

gl [ oenichom |r

“Without spocalating
Fhir e
ichieved, 1 achniw ledge the
approgua Mr Speariig
@i,

Investment
Cin 19 Decwimlsrd, M W atls
i A that imvestmenl =
FEI o Metwork SouthEas
was LA5H million

i e [rHsEiEy N €
1he et
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sl ks creal
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el WRifR{N CVETY
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My YWais ne
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& Wil prrves om
s ] 1he
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& L Hase | huesd | Con Saffron
W wliden ) anbed the §
e hal adeguale capacily on
the Liveipssil Sreet i Stansdil
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|.\,-.|,'|i_|||-|.- ihe fiexl fow yoars
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Private line

Labwasr prasport spokesman Henry
MLk (Fife Coniral) wasicd
gamifirmates that 19 s che Tt
vesr ance DN in wihech e new
orders for rolling ssock on
Britaan’s milways have been
placead. He wanied the minasier o
achmo Jedpe that peivalssaticon
wis learing the hesrt oul of the
radlways, It was allociing meorake.
serviee pl rotes and 10 will
allEct INVESIENEE 1 STy sl ol
the couniry.
"W Buve o right 1o expect soms
hurmaligy and sansy fron
IFSf 1IIII.'II'|||,'I'; aler the
drubding ot Dadley *
i said mill privatisaion would
i to e B leaton of the
et provide] by the paoll
s, Wkl o el s Posa D e
Pyl
Wil they take actim morw fo
proiegt arir rarlways wiell sl i
next cemiury T
Mr Waits replicd: *Mesiher | mor
b Seorctary of State 1s
|_..|||||||.|..\,|,'||I abewr gl nsenl
Ik raslways,” He wenl oa: "L6
billlion mvested in the e five
years. 1 ballson in each vear im
e Tatiire, £7 5 pim | I r.|:|||| the
taxpaver plus E250 mlhion from
[ als i
s s g very subsiantisl amd
comtinuing invesbmeni
programmme.”
FBrinieh Rard ald the Transmomn
Sieleer Commntittee o Faburaiiry
P AT il i oo £ 00
it fear canito dnvestie s
P25 baad neechend fo spwewad oLF

Pailaiwr rveey v

#'  Decline

¥
Amdrew Hemmett | Lab Denbon and
Kegklrak )y sand thene bl Boen a
e lime in IFequUency im bis
wrvioes and safety standands due
o remmerval off stall in the Oreaster
Mang hester @va. He advosaicd
EVCHLIGE in e off sk e
Metrodink routes io provide podsd
pratelic transpon Tor the city. This
proveked o peediclably dusiy
pespoites From My Modns, whio
accused the Labour pany of
wnnlimg {6 "spray vel moee
Bsandredds of millions of pounds in
e OO Imenls”

Wy da rieds artiieile saor palen

w Nid |.l|"I"|II|'III|'|" Filid
enpwmdihare ¥

kv Sumbserg (L om Huey & iy
TR ) sappesied move momey (o
paablic irenepon in Careaior

M hester could be Tound By
abandomniag the “disastiis
proposal o s W2 rediel foad’
This would brimg great relief 1o
hi soestibscnts and ond planming

AND LLOYD BUTLER

TCH

hlight cxinting o & ressh of the
propasals

Unviable roads
Lakour transpost spokesmas
Michac] Meacher relermed 1o the
Seascling Advisory Commislos on
Frunk Bosd Assesoment
{SACTRA) repon sgpesting thal
many missl Banliding schemes werne
unveabls, includsng widenang of
thae TS mm] MIST
Will ihese schemes be
revonssdoned and fumds
g nifaled om exbendling
Metrolenk and 1he trans-pensane
il mounie 7
Mir Rormis implied that the
Vi Bsior authorilses had
Pwuaagrhil foew i plans [or
extensinn ol Metnalisk oo lae
Fior Funids i b albecaled before
| T
Funhermase 1B mlvege bn 1he
SACTRA report was “estirely
consislent with o amber of (ke
primcuples. that ihe depariment has
e utilisiig lof many sears”
iRealky}

The minisier weml o0 W conirmst
e gentral view af the
Cipperitaon callsng for a

TsTalo i on ol busldeng
with imdividusl Lahour &MPs
wanlg rowd schemes o (e
ComEb e nCies

Fare question

Sir Tedddy Toylor (Con Southend
East) askedl whach aathonty
Wil have resgaomsshilaly o
reviewing fane levels once (e
Fenchurch Sireet lime was
franchised. Mr Walls said the
Iranghising direbor may ischide
oY ERHME WY eilLsg 155

reasoma ke of Laes

Sar Teddy, altor refoming 1o the
fonils s the “misery lime™, wassod
ihe msaniaser beoado all @ his powey
B ENsue privatisalsnn beoughl
real benefits, by altacting a widk
fangs of Budders

ER mn o Busd Beem speiil on
majior sagnallang woeks on the
line amd ke boped improvemenis
i atamdands would now Beoome

S
Teek e .

evident, Anidrew MacKinkay (Lab
Thamock ) wanicd assurances thai
i slations woshl B ¢lossd, o
I shomensd amd the tamatalile
kept the same afier fmnchising

Fast link

M gave G oo sodondd
reading o the Channg] Tusael
Foil Limk Ball on 20 January. Am
amendment callimg For lusmeiling
arcinad Boxkey noar Maidsionss

L adafomian Baoad i [sligaen
Barking and Dagenham amd
arcand West Thurmock and
Purlleet in s

By Maw henney iassigd Benelits
o e link would "L oanweigh™
any deirimenial Empaci

e 108 1he Hosrss ithe mcasure
prosdad poswers for i lane o Be
basilt g0 Lismadon 51 Pascras,
buildimg & new statson 5l
Ebbelevi. amd burldimg of an
“opers Box” wilach could possably
I o sastics 88 Serationd, ¢as
London. b also provided for
witdenmng the AZ and MZ roads, ©
The lenk sl disshle 1B
capacity lor inbernabicnal
passenger Irains hetween Britim
s B Ll

In wepukd also enable proviseon of
emlirely mew express commter
wofvieoes o several peiris of Kend,
bl repemeralicn of (he Thames
Gaseway and Exel Kent, amd
emhamce capacity for ral freight
“lrcem overy pan of he nation fo
the Caowilenenl”™. The new' s
Wil Cull jossreey 1imnes [roam
PParis g0 Losdon by hall as hour
#ix 2% hours. Dr Mawhinmey sad:
" wolh rosds, Bear |y BN males
ol rand new raklway casndol be
huil painfessly. However
comsiderable offoets have boem
iade 1o lenldy a foule which
i iTsEs S ViFosieiil
dumape.

This chjective had been achicvesl
Ehrmigh carslul mouile selocison

andl by design, wath J1% ol the
route i umnel. The link would be
. owned and maintsned by
Privale sevlon prosmders, Fomir
B i g codon iEms o lised in
Jume: were now preparnsg ienders
for submiviion om 14 Manch amd
li &bl Nie afifioiEse e
wismer “an (¢ Lamer hull of this
year

"The benefits of the raal Enk for
1wl gomaniey are msm s
Lahssiies M Meaches welonimsil
thse 1ild but ansched delay om
BEMNTIHEE ther rossle

He said W wiuld nol be ready
bl JOEED @t 1B cailicsl

~Whes delay over (B Hrash Lk,
which i a natiosal disgrace
rellects the bunghing and shiwi-
siphiedness wihich 18 gxbens
eviem by s Covermment s
wlandards" Mr Meacher said

"IT the Chowvernimsend had nol béen
sy s bbwm ansd] preopsliced (0 the
firsi plece, the link coukl have
beem allmosd buali by now and ai
ity o el

Hhe spaslog oo @ £ 040 madlios gos
of sclling back propery which
] e bl a1 B ighl ool
e B L [HEARE & FOElE B
discanded

Mr Meacher sireweed thene was a
"pomeriul™ case For an

|BLETTIal sfial [N e 1eTan s
ml Sqranfiord.

Pauld Tyler, for the Liberal
Premiscrags. noded thal progross
i e liak sl st sde sk
the Crovwermiment & aimeenpis io sgll
Railirack

Hie said 1he Liberal Denocrats
winild iy “gvervtheng i\ our
Per bk retain oF pecliam a 1%
polden share in Raikirack so that
the radl netwowrk can provide a
suciesalul pahls servige™, He
wamtsd: " We helicve thal this
praject could well be deriled by
'all'#l'-l]{ll.' INEISICTRCT 461
prvvalisags of the nelwork.”

MPs, their pay and their motoring perks

AP voled Chenelves @ 1882
pay rise in Awgust et vear,
Baking il bo C33, 169 & 3
The pay rise was agroed with
Evtle Tuss @t a thme when signal
workers were beiing lambasbed
for having the effrentery bo
sirike,

But M pet more tham just a
sallary. They alss have an office
albiwmnce of L4 ) 0080, free
siathionery, posd il felephsne

calls from ihe Flouse of
t';':-:'r:rrh“h limited free paswes
wve um e
For iraved by rail, @ir and sea.
heebween ibe House of Comamons,
their homes and their
Canpiat fuse e les.
Thev gel 0 massive car
allewance. If they have o ear of
meore tham 280 0ce, they get 68,2
peeiece fer Ehe First DOLOM mwdles
el 34,1 pence therealler.

Published by the Rasiway Devoiopment Socesty 1.5 FEES,

Thal means every Hime they
drive 10 miles, they are
wwmrded the sum of GG A mlce
ligthe enrner.

A sonee MPs have cars

rovided free. i's not surprising
rhlt b road lobliy has no
shoriape of allles in the 1 oese of
[T
Mideage claims are paid by
ehvegue bl (b who travel by
iralm are e rall warradis.




The privatisation cuts

het ]"’,||_I|'H. ard KIS were r|."r'l1.'|l|:|."|.‘"l. 1l
that il privatisation was desigied o
improve il servioes, We were also lold
franchizses would be based on the 1994
stk

Butl as we have leamed over the yoars,
r\-\,-||||| Ty PO e shimild pever be taken
at face walue They ane cupert af being
“eeomarmniacal with the fruih

Mooy we kniow that franchises being ased

broadly on the 19894 fimctalle can mican
T LEI TR only 55% of the 1994 bevel o
service. |E can also mcan chopping a thard
ol Angho-Scottish  sleeper  services  and
aximg every moborail service n Britain b
Prepant servioes Eif |Taf ||'.'\-III:\."; Moboraal
i presend camics 0000 cars a year

The shambolic progress of the Kailwavs
Act through Parliament is repeated in b=
implementation Juist part of thae
PROCTSS WS revealiod when officials brom
the Odfice of Massenger Bail Franchising
went bo the Lomdon Hegional Passengers
Commiltee o explain the frst draft
Hrad hises

The Frapchise Dhrector  had
ammounoed be would oidy guarani
of ek ]"\.'|"|-|'\-\.'~| trains and between S8
arvd WG of traing on the London, Tilbuiry
and Sowthend. Souwih Wesi Tralns and
Coreat Wiesberm

The OFRAF olficials were ab least able o
boasl 1o LEPC watchdops that esch new
operabor wiould be reguired o have s
girmable af each of 1s stations

Bl when asked whether other operalors
timetables. or the nationsl Bmslable would
have to be avallable, there was much whis-
PETinE Ammng Eher five COIRAF e prcsenba-
fives. Eventually, the verdict was given
That's & makber bos Uhe Hegulalor

The odficials were also challenged that they
WETT ClEarng thie way for early and lage
Fraine B be cub Ome member  warmed
i ulting carly aned baie Erakns undermines
the whole marketabsility of il and ander-
= I,l'l'l""'-ll' & ability to earn their living

Thie Gatwick ]'\.|'\-r|_'-.l1 Fraand hirse Feguines a
service only unbl 190 alihough it runs at
the momend until 2350 The reduord servioe
will Fwever b guaranteed by subsidy bos
the frst time. But what i the Lovernment
decidies to reduoe Hie  giomnt ol |'I|I':'|||
supbsidly ab somie sliape Thiey wene askied

Again, much constermation and conderring
and a stated belicf that because the franch

This locomodive — one of nine = Is helping fo power América back imia fhe new ﬁg-ll'-
of raitways. Bullt by Genernd Motors, the new “quiel and clean” foces are hawling
double-deck passenger irains fo boost Callfornia's infer-cify services, Funds for
ihe 110 mph locomalives and ofther public fransport Amprovements were approved
by Calfernian volers in a 1990 referendum which cloared the way for & [660
miian bond issue. Mowewer, the national Republican election wictory witch
brought power fo Newl Gingrich leal year threatens lo put at rigk improvevnents o
America's national passenger metwoerk, Amirak. Two million train miles are having
e be cut immediately with more lo come. Transporiation Secretary Bud Shuster Is
baing urged fo “pull ihe plug” on Amirak completely. Meamvhite the US gowvern-
ment s pumping 13 billiew into rosds compared to D688 million Into rall this year.

would have a contract with the
Government, they would get thesr money

With the new Buc-eyved boy® (ranchisees
petting firsd call on the available cash, there
15 Phe wisk that the mest of the network wall
b left to wither on the vine 18 will aleo
presenlt F'“I"'I"' pares willy a poriegt |l|'\l|'\l-|-l'|'.ll.'l
iy b makd € |||_'.||I ChElng COmiparsans

(Lo

The Regulator, who i billed as the passen
gers “Irwend” is alse conasdenng how many
tchket offices can be avisd, Same (riend!

Diespite the fact that 8095 of the public were
|IFIFI-II-|J_'|.| ol privatisation i the drst
ploce, and that T¥% want the railways fe
nationalised, the franchising process con
timnees. Some demiberady!

Traimwabeh: Alsn Bevan will be momiboring
the comssgimnes of rail privatisation

with YOUR help. He already has 13 exam
|,1|.L-\. of “ridwnlous At fienidbmg Fromm
the Badlwiavs Act, Send datails of oufs and
champes o Alan Bevan, 12 Morms Feeld
Croft, Hall Green, Birmingham BE ORM
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Bring back the
trains now

The exfent b which new and reopered rl
TV ECS ATT F'_||‘r|||'_||u'q.| 5 usaally wmsder
awsesard i governmenl and ather shudics

Orficesls have o be comvinced by market
research that people will e irains. Bl
whoen there is a good service, people flo
Biw st i

ot tnstainee, market sesearch suppested
that 1020 people would use a new radl
station ot Bulwell on the Bobin Hood [me
Wheeri it was baplk, the aclual BHgune was
3,700 pact work, moge than fhree Hmes the
wstimmabe, One of the amms of the MNabons]
Rail Reopening Conferenoe an 17 June s bo
|'|-'\-|| MaF '\."'\.l."1'rll"-" and b dind meore edfec-
hvie  ways o COETY P gTng ior e
r|1l|l-|'|'.||||.'_l-

The conference will be held at the Fairway
Hotel, 2 Edinbangh Ko Bathgate, Scok
laiwl, The conderenoe Ioe 1 |||||:. [
piclisding afbermoon bes or cofhee, oF .5
cluding a buffet lunch which will be
available from 12700, The oonleremos projpeer
ruais froen 134 o IV Send bookings 6
Dawid Soames, 158 Atherstone
Peterboroush PE3 610

Branches and ofber goougps can |.||'||'I by
senidimag summaries of e PRI i {avaby Em
thear Basler, roopenings
commitiee seerefary, The Bungaliow, Hor-
lilston, Malpas, SY14
TEX Bsedore the middle of Mav

AT,

sreas bin [ofiE

o Howse Farm,



