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No mandate for privatisation

By TREVOR GARRDD

A survey before the general election showed ondy
2% per cent of the cleclorate were in favour of
privatizing British Fail

Two days before polling day, the then Socrctary of
Staie Tor Transpori Malcolm Rifkind sasls "“The
Consorvatives  hawe np propesals f0 privatise
British Eal’s passmper services.”™ He did, Bowe-
wver, say Bl pacels and Treight wosild B sald off

The fwfure of BR did nod fesiure peomanestly an
the Teoswes” cloction camjuign o indesd an their
manifeste, Soms candidales @i ol menlos @ e
all |\ thew eloiion addresass and cemass of Thism
made ® chear an lefers bo KROS5 members that they
il ot Believe in becakisg up the network,

What & far ory from e heady days of Paul
Chesson snd Cecil Parkimson, Michael Porillo
andl bolin Bedwnnd, umpetmg e neei 1|I| well odll
our oaly national peblic respon sysem. 11 is alo
gpaite: i change from the summer of 1991 when Mr
Misgowr™s Citizen's Charer had privatisation of BE
ms one of its key poine.

The retmm fo power of & Tory Oovermmend wath

the smallesr majority for sver 40 years may well

lead B0 less extreme policies thas we have soom

over the land 13 vean. AL beast, i B @one Giflscill

ﬁ_lr if 80 claim a mamsdaie for sellmg off BR bil by
i

Whai has boon the rode of BDS in this process?
Hiw should we pvw procesdT

Sinee the med 19306 wo Bave ahedeed the BH
privadisation ideai, salially fosad by mghl-wang
Boadacs like mhe Adssn Stk Insenule snd laer
takim on Board by mmnsiream Tory poliscians,
Wi capreiasd ool (ORCom thal thess  schemes
sl md he i B inleiesls of el users, and
iueshoned the praciucahilicy of soms of them

in 1989 we published Who Should Rum Our
Hablways? examining in deis] the sgumenss for
pErealaation and conclading = Lavoar of & national
ruil netwodk g0 which the privase seoior coald
Bave input, bt waming that privatisation isell was
b lessy o detraction, probably an imelevance and
potentially o disater,™

Orver the past theee yoams, we have msued three
mew leallcis updating the s and meosd of the
M copees of the latest of dhese, Don't Break
Up British Rail. were distributed by owr members
m e seven wooks prior o b posscral cledtion
Our parliamentary liaison comemittes also produced
a bnefing docwment om mil investment  and
pactically all our branches oeganised keddnyang of
cancidaies, parsticelarly those in mwrginal consi-
[ e !

N omifg, we weie il 86 oaly ohds waming
aFl'm'\-i BR privaliatssn or spelling ouf g likely
effecti. So did the rail unioed, Transposr 2000 and
oEhéi pro-pablic-IFaipdit ofgERisations. & e, |
il nol come acrosa any  Eaoredodgeabls  of
roprescntalnee hixly  sigussg an Tavour of
Hovwetwer, s the only mdepenhdent viluniEry body
for raal wsers nafionwide, FDE can  jusishably
claim o hawe helped 10 creale & chomase i wisch,
whalcver (e helped the Tory Pamy  wies

The campaign

May bank holiday. The mayor of
Campaign on the platio
Clowes

Green Wheels Day, supported b

and the local paper, the Sussex Express.

Signal offort: Sponsored riders pauss 8 while af lefisld slation

Sun shines on reopening campaign

1o reopen the raflway line from Uckiield 1o Lowes was given o boost
when cyclists rode botwesn (he two Sussex lowns in brilliant sunshine over the laie
mmibers of RDS and the 'Wealden Line

Ucklinld ml
rmi ad Uckfiald 1o give the cyclisis a good send-off. Earin
the party Tollowed by, among obhars, EHII secrotary Trewor Gamod and
two-yoar-old Alexandar King in a child aead on ihe i
One of the slops on the way oul was ksfleld statlon which is a privalely owned rail

mussum on the old line. Whan the cyellsis arrived 8t Lowes, the town was enjoying a
Ensl Sussex County Council, Lewes District Council

of his mother’s bike.

victory from the jows of defeal. it wa oot is
pehicy on HE

el i indeed have a cohooni polcyT Soms
candidates 10 wham we wiole did not wom 1o
kmow the official line. They passed our leficn o
Makcolm Rifkind who replied in larpely idential
leimers like this one of 16 March: “'We belicve
denationaliaalion of the rashway sysem olTers b
best way forward for the ralway and its gusto-

Compare s with e quote from e same My
Rifkingd an T Apal. in the second paragesph of this
anicke

Ay Rliland his so bods repleced 5 Secretary of
Slaie (Mo surely Becssss b changed his minad),
although Public Transpon Minsger Hoger Frecman
Femand, We i RDS have enpoved usslul coniscis
willl My Freeman whi seok (e wmgue siep fior
Covernimend Minsser of devoting o whole evening
W an RIS seminar les Jely, We look forwand o

a continuing dialogue wigh him, Meanwhile | have
als wrifion 1o ithe new Socrctary of Saale Jobs
Mao(Grepor lisging fiwe key points  wihich we
shrmik] hke 1 ige actenl on

| Redmivegt he jmml fpon on  ckomlcation
isspeed in |9K] aid wee ir as the Basa Tor & odling
(ORI

I Soudy French and Oomman imvestment encibods,
and whai we can keam from themn

% Srudy and poblish annual (igencs for the oo af
all forms of mEnspord, so thal the il aematives
w1 road anad air can be Sy put - amd be proparcod
B0 PRUL My i rail.

4 Decide which closod ey coukl possshly e
rebuili and masntsm ihor anleprly w6 Ehal the
oplions are opon o rebudkd them i B Tuluee

5 Essure thal secies 0 grase money o local
authcwritics s map-fonded 1o help kesg-erm plass
[ padilic Irmfrpn




New face of your society Disturbing

The annual ponceal mecteng of the  Haalway
Developmend Socecty in Birmisgham o 2 Muy
elecied the mew nabional exctulive  encppined
Three mew members joan the castutive; lan Moty
ol Porhcawl. Binabeih Pordan (poim Cecion, near
Corhy med Malkoodm Goodall of Eaknng. Kot

The follamp comtinue o members of e &52Cu
tiwe: chairman Sieve Wilkinson, vice chasimsan ey
King, penomal seorctany Trowos Ciasrod, oressarer
Digwvud Ehnr_ membendup seciciary Frank Hasiow,
sakes officer Alan Harwesd, Alan Bevan, Makoodmn
Conway, Mg Crowhard, Teewor Joses, Perer
Lawrence. Diomakl MacPhee andd Perer Wakeleld

Cheis Borlamd, Dave Finch smd Tonmy Wiggall did
sl wtand for pe-electon and were thanked for iheir
Ol el Ehe past year by the chairman

Al Ehe el mabns] cxeculive meclimg aller he
AOM, e dollasng  ollicem  wene JH‘:'LﬂIﬂl!
publicey  Holand While, Raillemich edsior R...I:.
Kemg, Fress Daved Pockersgll, computer Trevwon
Jonen, mhvemiaing lan MeChll, membenbap pro.
i Lbowss] Haylem, assismani Fulian I.u.nl;-l-'vru
lonery  Dovid Finch, commercial  liaisonm  John
Sawndcr, local Eihofily Bisson Heuen LT
siderd  huasans  Mamin Thome, sl ossd ol
rescarch Poter Hoymen, misissann Boben Griffitha.
aclinasl Fay Kiig, phologiaphic Nick Liwis.
gvehing Makoolm Conwaey, parcels Jobn Saunders

The followimg resodations were passed al the apm:

RS weloomes the decision o kacalo  Ashford
Ermernationsd statkoen within the exisiing staliom, Wie
urge BE mnd the Govomment o resodee sy
remaining problems as soon as possshle  and
proceed sgemly with construction.

RDS urpes ihai oui-ol-own  parkway  skilse
shistild be sdditional o, and not a replacement bor,

A charter
for fair
competition
1s needed

| woet pecemly telephoned by a journalist who, full
of imptang synihetic indigeation. adked i | did no
think it disgraceful that the BR passenges™s charier
would make il almosd mpossible Tor anyons B0
claim compersaixn il therr lrmn Betwaegts Morw e b
amdl Lowson wans laie

I pskad her whsl gommpeiaalion R s comgpetisons
wire olfering. There was silence ot the other eni
of e phone. Then she axid, ol in disbelief:
“Whai &3 yOU e - OONTHEliorsY They hawven’i
el any

I serimded hed that HE compessd wilh vanois
poach opormtors and with Asr UK 1of passenger
Bupimscss 80 and [somm Norswch amnd suggesied e
comact hem. | then explamed RS polecy on s
e 1T ecompeonalaom o o b pasd, them o should
be pail by all irssapon opermiors, A& wabened -down
versum of @y remarks appesned an her pagper e
T B s il

(wed feceil months, many peopss have been so
hainwashed sboiat HR's monopoly’” by gk
wehg politkcasns tha they easily Torgol that the
ralwgys 30 nol have 8 mnspor ey Same
politacians, and perhaps joumalisas, bave am inler-
il b perpensmiiag this mpth. It is oer Gk, o
RIXS, w euplode i

I was lascinsied o meceive a oped o & macliag
held unider the auspices of the Consumer Congress
(W which RDE i affilinied), aivenafod by cuecu-
tves from well-regpeciod ks and coach oomp-
s, |0 owen sugpesied o them that  peblic
tranpont. operabors might offer finascial cosnpem-
twen bo their cusiomers n the cvenl of delsy, They
all threw wp their hands in boreor ol the idea, They

3
r

city cenmtre stations, which pive direct conmections
wiih local mail and b services, a8 well as socess
1 thie Caty Centre

EDS shemilil campaign fof more eguiiable invest
meni o orosd and mail. Bad nfmsirucione  oosis
should be principally the responsibaliiy of e siale,
cosi-beme il amalysis metheds abioubl be used, there
should be 3 molling programme of mil investment
o five oF 1D Yo @y sweel] g road PEICIng.

RDS urpes e cosstitstion of HRE as & publicly
owned company wigh scpasmle mdrasinaciure and
operating divisions. This would give BE preaner
freedom 16 make commaercial mvesment Sec s,
aml easier acoess b0 privale and puble sources of
funds. aa well av mecting Eurcpean Communsy
uircemenis for Fansparency @ fonding of sl
infrastructare. 1§ would alse sisisn theough working
bhefweem AR amd privase mailwsve and possibiy
cofain specialised privale opermors, especually in
the freight socior. KDS remains waslly opposed 1o
amy break-up of e pational petwork snd reminds
the Governmsent tha BR docs not Bave a monopoly
OVET RMNSpOr] o ision
A resolution callmg on HE o sdopt new Plﬂfll‘.l'l'
manée and guality pobiches was approved but will
po B0 1Bt meiisoial daculive BF  CoNSRSEFRLRN.

A proposal calling for o £is By feletexl srvioo
giving demils of BE enginecring work was
repoitod

RIS books will he made availsble @0 RDS-

alfifisted groups on & sale or repmm hasis, up &0 a
Bl @l 34K

Mororists should pay through lawes [ow all the
medical, policing and asociaied costs of oads
rather tham have them subssdisad by LT,

Trevor
Garrod’s
View

were then pold that BRE peovides froc B Sor
people whowe st connection of the day s mmsed
o cancelled. Mot ome of the bus manapers thought
thas was ressosmble and all were seprised o
dizcover tha BE did sa

The |1.iq.q:r.h_mr'|. charics alvo comimies BE o
displaying fipores abowl sorvice pusciuality - a
practice which, in my eapotienos, 11 Bas sheady
obrerved ai certain stations Froem Diss W0 nEne. Y el
I have mever wen sisch satiskics dugplaged 52 8 bus
anatin or airport. Has any other meenber?

| recenily senl the Prime Manisier o dossser of
spcoessf] and unsisciciaful anempes By Cusiomeers
o obfaim oompeRabon  (om public LHns pod
operators amd wiged hee 1o exiend hee CHizem's
Charier 1o all of ghemn, | mocived & nole Trom an
aide saveng My Mapd was o0 Bty 0 deal wilh
this matier

O cowpriaic iy, (he Yeovil and Dristmict
Kail Acthes growup, received & mone '-!.I11|'.|1I'||'III.1H.
respuiag e Lihersl Democral  leader Paddy
Achdawn whiin they brieled om the mainer.

We alwy sem the dossser o the Consuimems
Aussiciation {nist 10 be confused with ihe Comsumer
Congress), urging them io launch a campapn
apairind bass, coach and sidine companics samilar g
thant which ihey waped apasnsi BH in 1%560-). The
respiene Bas been deafening  silence - which
menely hardens my determinafion i work fof a
level playing feeld cm which BR can conspéis
Eaarly Por (s share of the Tranaporn miarke

B Trevor Gannesd s prru;ul BECTETAry of BDE and
nlso writes @ columm every (omer weeks for e
magariee Hail.

thoughts
after one
voter’s brief
encounter

RS member {harles Yivem fook e apporfanidy
o Fnlk i e dhen Transpor? Secrotary Wakrole
Riftind dwring the general efeclion cempaige in
Seotlamal. Here are iy impressions,

Afier s election meeting in an Edenbuigh chsich
hall, | managed do speak very hisefly 1o Mr
Rifkisd. | saked him abow the Torics” plass for
the milways. He said there was w be “'so
privatisation™" of BR! However Railfreaph would
b mivldl

He remermed hi= belicl that more Trexgia should be
morved by rail and ihal passoapens should sk Be
cncossraged io make more use of rail IRnspod

He welkcomsd the news tha Suagocoach was bo hise
coaches with seabs for wse on InterliCiny shocper
tmina. Apparenily Stapecoach belsves that bmer.
City is incfficion in o boing abie w provide
semied accommuodation on B Bains

1 then askied Bim what e plans were for general
passcnper services. These were not 0o be sold bt
franchiscd 0 pirvale oferabors. He slso prommised
that mailways woakl no r be & “hobicmless
P Cinkg which mopayers monecy was 0 B
o, Dneiiinly e dildn1 Conakler the Vhow
saneds of millions of pounds for new roads a drain
PR =T

I il prnsas W gt himn fo revenl some woTYINE
Eapecls ol Ihosgivs He bazld upr the Hatkgaie
lise - pandy funded by Lothiam Reguonal Coundil -
@ o great example of the potential of il transpon

Het when | pointed out that al the progosals for
recpening currently being camicd out by ScodRail
were an conjencteon with local sethortics, he
shodc his hesd and waad the policy was that nesw
services had o e brought foreand by he privase
RO B,

He left me in & staie of disbelncl, He speaks very
quickly mned | had only abos ghiee of Four mimses
o rmise these queltions as poople weee Bysag o
“drap ham awan'”

o did be mean thal the Allksa branch would not
reopen in 19 s currently plannesd? Wit is o
pecome of the Ivanhoe and Kobin Hood lines im
Fmgland? Could an isscilipes man really be
progeanding ssch contradictinns?

Sombers will sow mealise whal kind of astildes
e provalosd aid Bhid ihe pobh ol kobbying B
expecially Tongcy, i only pial heginming in carmed
e far an pervalrdie = comcermied.

Mranwhike ghis was one [oacmpg voler wiho did mot
comtribuite B My Rifkind s increased pajpority on 9
Apnl

Since thiv Beiel encouner af the  hustsngs, M
Rilkind has been replaced a8 Transport Secretary
by Mlr John MacCiregor, anothes Sootsman

RDS eniclope fe-mee lahel are available
with the shogan: For Cleaner Alr, o by
Hail

L0120 per 1M} poad free fromm RDS ssles
officer, 157 Hamowden: Gandens, Toddng-
s, Midds TWI1 1 ODN. Cheques payable
Ramlway Developmnt S0City.,

A return ticket, please!

British Rail fuiled 0o help an severald criticsl stages
in the long campaign o reopen the Roben Hood
ling from MNostingham so Mansfield and Worksop.

The §Zamile long wcheme i bring back ihe taing
WAS given the go-ahead earlier this year but

WHIEN the kea was first mooted by Moninghsm-
shire County Council, BR said there was no poine
m looking af the scheme because Kirkby in
Ashfield tunnel was blocked by coal weue BR
persuaded the council 40 concentrale o investing
W anoilber roule

WHEMN coats were discossed, BR said it would noi
b abde to contribute financially im sy way
LATER after dictailed stwdicn had shivan the unnel
eould Be encavabed and was in good comdition | ke
counce] ailed BR - as he capes - o conduct a
e develipreni ama

cupecied Jo shimubale dovelopmemd, for msiance
Huckrall ol collion: sile

The shirsl edition ol the RDS bl & - 2 of Rl
Eeopemings. was lsunched al the conferomce by
cdnor  Alsn Bevas, Onder yours froen Alam
Haraed,

RIS presadesa Mghocl Caion sail: *"People all
roemd the cousary gee salang fow raalwass, [0 local
people coime Torwasl and demand luay inved-
i, the Corvernimienl el Bave o take action "

Privatisaiion could hal the mil rensosnce il as
predicied, i kd B0 e trues, [6wer passcngo,
higher Iares amd lewer lings, the conféroace was
fold.

Ken Davies of RDS explained how thiae wene
whemes for BR w0 nm teough mins on 1o

huis. BRE waa reluctand
i lmke the wea =en-
ously and so the coun
cil went to independent
consmlianis who
““saved the project”™.
ROW BR is amvolved
m the chagce of rolling
sock, I had sugpessed
“1otally  ensualable”
Pacers and then  was
melociasd 1o release an
caperimental  Sprinter
icl  which was
leapashing  unused =
a shed, Moy s con-
wsdering  buying o
beweng  Spremer-iype
Fmii

U BR 6 askiag 4
“VETY, VErY capen-
wve  EXNOINN 5 wear
0 DpeTHIE IFRsfie O e
T,

NOW ke whole pro-
ool could be jeopand-
teed by the BR secior
sei-up. Pasenger mmins
willl pot un over the
whole rowe ustil
Trainload Coal gives
the po-shend o & £5
million  reskgnalling
scheme for the norh-
om part of the moute,

These were just some
of the difficulties oo
lmad o the RIS reopemsnps confoionce by
Meoinaghamabee County Cosncl’s icam leader for
e propect, Mir Anbssr Cowic

Mr Cowie waid the BR projes masager who had
T Pasii s g el il orihusias
thc mnd wars pushing ahesd with o

Bul he said *“li's atill not an essy msk for him o
deal with the various seciors of BR and thea the
various county councils asd districr councils.™
There wene cighi locall assthomties mnvolved

Mir Cowie said mising the £10 million needed for
the scheme wan siilll a big prohlem

“We meod 0 opel a soclion 56 gram from the

Cawvemmsnent, bul thal is Bke asking for the holy
Eruil,” he s

Whea the lawl application was made, the Goverm

ment sadl o ellect "Moo moscy, join B quoss,
come back sl year.'”

Bl Mr Cowmic wa hopeliel ahosl obtaiming B
prmnts  [ow regoosal developmenl and for coal
maning sres hit by closues.

The conlerence saw & professional video ahoui the
e called Retum Ticket

In a phased programme, 11 mew stathons will be
built o socommodsie threecor aine. Park and
ride facilities will e siresssd Reopeming is

Ansiher néw slation lakes
York approaching the platform on 29 March.

comprehensive Eisl-Wedl rasl bBak feom Brsiol @
Eav Anglin
With menimal expemdiiure (oomnpared 10 hghly

capensive el anis-social rosd BEikling), b bk
wou |l prowide connectimns with nine main lines

Bis key role, however, would be 1o give people the
chance io travel by mdl Between Bast Asglia snd
the South Midlands for the fins rime since the
'8l wighowi gosing thoamgh London
The scheme wan ouilined by Peier Wakefeld on
22 Febigary 1 aboul 100 special guests ai Easi
Amplian branch™s 2ith birhday pamy in Ely
Air Wakefickd, am RS national official, said even
BE. moognised the podcntial of (ho rouic bef fownd
il aifipassashle o finance il The idea B o revive e
tremgated (lonl - Cambaidge mil route with new
alignmcenis.  There

prestrved lings amd vige v He wansed RRE
Sprimiers o wedk (Beough o Minchead on b
privme Wesl Soamemel Railway, BR muns mapla
Al wiodk of Peak Bad

Kichard Pill of Transpon J0K sakd profecison of
existang ben (hoed Fallwey alspimesls was vilal if
ere me o be fulpgEe foopeEmnps, oo feopen
Bedford Sandy, sme new ahignments okl
have o e created

Crerabd ].h.l-l.ll.h'llI;..‘l.' ol EI¥y outhined a possible
classification scheme for rownes whach ahoald he
reipened In Beis owem arca Harnaiaple, Hideford,
Tiverios and Taviasock shoubd be pricdines, Track-
beds of all possible reopening lines should he
progecicd

BR's paibets aitiivde o cycles oo tmineg was
raised by several speakers ol e oonleremce. RDS
pereral  secretary  Trevor Garod  Blamed  che
“pomilemon in the Prory Tower of the Departmeni
of Transpori™™ who inaesi the mew irais st have
a5 many sembs inoas poisible. Regional Hadlways
dhirecior Thordon Petiin had said that more space
COULLY be meleassd lor cycles whon Sprinders
came up for refurbizhmeni

Reopenings wore sl Bigh on the agenda i
aniher RDS fmestmg ol Ely, Canmiboudpeshane, in
Fetwuiary

Cwily 14 miles of mow rack is noedicd 5 creade o

: Pontyclun, mpar Cardiff, wilth e 1330 Swanses o
Putiary by Riboadrd ok sithied

woasld alis be modem
158 Ewpress theough
ftrainas from Brisiol and
Swindon o  Ipawich,
Sorwich and Colohes-
.

Critical  expendiiure
would be in proveding
a ke from Bedford o
Sandy., using masch of
e odd irackbed o
writh now alignments o
Blunham and Sandy.
Instcad  of  fodlowing
the old moule via Gam-
fingay. the madem
mains could po via
Hirhisgdon and a -
ppord Cambridge - 5t
Ives ling
ARl thal would e
nocded them woald be
w upprade ihe [rcaphi-
iily lene From Bsxccsion
tx Hhechiley
Mr Waleficld urged
Comally  Counils @l
tisprgt coesscib along
the rosle to gl
Ingeahes  willi  Brlsl
Rl o Dk ways of
hisnging the decam inlg
feality, Thiy slensld scl
8 working ey,
leamning Trodm the way
Fe o T
[uilifg madnck el fe-
cresting key rmil romies, He joaised kecal councils”
inmsve i\ Meoltmphasishing, Lesovionban, South
Wales, and Lohish megea

I Sarmihelyde, campaignem afe now hopsng o ol
Cumesnck  mmsd  MNaichline, clhsed w1966, fe-

Special offers

Al poces Dincluding post amd packemgh for
e dopicsl Dales

Whar Sk Mo e Raidwaye” £1.78

R fowr dye Furare £2.00

Goread Rarlwiry Cosgpanacy §paprerfack i £F. %8

% Tree gopy ol Bediuton: YWhy Bus Can't
Replage Train will be seni 1o cveryone who
orders Before 30 Jully

Al o't delay, order sy, the new onlarped
it of A - S ol Radl Reoopemianps £5.70
{aiclading poes and packing)

e orders. for books or an aee for 8 sales
W KL sabes ofTeoer, 139 Hamowdens Candens.,
Tedidingion, Midds TWI1 DD, AMake remn-
immoes payabske o Rallway  Develogement
SOocicty.




| PLATFORM ¥or your views on the present state and future of rail

Write to: The Editor, 4 Christchurch Square, London E9 THU PLATFORM

1 MUST dissgres somowhal with
ma Articla Thachi The impac of
hix car
Whan | used 10 cycle regulardy,
o o Tha Manaces on e noed
[parvesman) warn lamp posis!
bedgraph poies rght on S edge
of $ pavemant, irom which yod
Pl 10 ey carlul 1o koep your
FunleEDars vy
s 1at 8 bkl of what ks supfisime-
tcally calad ‘straot fumiture’
wihich has been retaliod
sappoedly 50 hirp non-
michorists, ard n paricular
peckediriang, Nave thsr oewm
assaciated hazards For exaregss
s 0’ cokoir for bodlands {10
ko cars af bay; off pavements
o gul ol padasiriansed S
I8 now black, or dark ofecaobE &
wGoEn anas ang used. Thas §
nigh thay are nol wery visibla 1o
ey B st Al loasi lamp posts
and ielegraph poles reach above
noPmal oy vl 50 you Nave &
bader chance of spatling Hem m
e clark!
Thi recan! Trafic calming
gehame, as such, in Godalming
High Singsd, has instabed
{irvening) another type |hazed]
watth hi ralfic bolards’ used al
mwm'nlmwm'ltm
‘chickugs’, Thass ang o The heem ol
casl iron (sheol 7} bell shapes.
only about a loot Fegh al the
most also paindsd Ths UbegURDUS
black!

I Hatiiakry, Baweginals

A Borderline case

BORDERS REGION m Scotland is ibe snly region’
comindy on the British maintand ihal does not have a
railway sisfion. Thisv has been Uhe case since closwre
of the Fadinhusrghe{C arliske “Waverkey” line in 1969,

South of Gislashbels the trackbsed has been obliternied
by the Melrose byvepass, bul the trackbed between
Fdinbargh and Galashicls is still largely intact.
including the Newbattle viaduet. The population of
Tialashiclks has growm considerably since the closure
af the Ene: | believe that i Edinburgh-Galashicls
spetion  shoald be  reopencd, with  infermediate
atalbons al Fskbank, Newtongrange, Gorebridge and
St The line woulid b single trock, with a passing
place midwny. Am hourly service operated by Clas

Privatisation—-good

BY MAKING the break-up of the BR network s primary
ohjection to privatisation, | think the RDS has overlooked a
much worse scenario, Namely, the sale of BR 1o propemy
developers and ahmost centain dismemberment. Here. the
publie would lose oul twice over, First, as passengers
deprived of regular services and secomdly. as laxpaycrs
swindled by the sale of their undervalued and underpriced
ansels.

Wit reganl i the Eaiter point, @ fs wonh recalling e fane of the
privatised Mational Bus Compasy. Millsons wene made from the
disposal of bus sations and garsges. In fact. the taxpayer only
beneffed from the sale of 18 sies out of 1500 propemies (Source:
Mimh Repori of the House of Commons Comenitce of Public
Moo,

BR is & much larger land oweer than NEC, B orequiees lithe
imagimation o envikage the scope for assel sIFippeg. Amd there
woruld be nothing to prevent this = things presestly stand.

To avoid this siluation, a change in the law would be required.
Currenily, BR ane under oo obligation to provide 3 mil service. They
can aher, suspend o withders: any service, any timse, withom notice
of redress — as BRB Condition of Cariage 25 makes sbundandly
chear, This is a prosaly ussatisfactory and unjust state of affsirs that
dernands rectification,

I# the 1teh cenbary. Parlismen compelled the milway oompames (o
provide minimsm standands of service for prnins (ie. the
Parliameniary Trasms Act 1834 e the Cheap Trsers Act IBEL). A&
modern wersion of this concept is ke overdue. 1 could
atipulaie, for mstance, ke number of irains on any roule = sy, thoe
per day cach way, moming noon and evoning. lay dowm munimum
speeds and quality standands. establish manimum fares and make
provision for though ticketing and co-onfination with other riluay
companies, cic, | esdersiand thai, in Japan, the private mslwagys m
wtimit fare amd linctables w0 the transpos
eninisory for prios approval. Also, & licence is
regjuired 00 nan a ralway Bassiness.

These wemd like senihle hdess, probably
wonth mdopting i this ¢ountry, A ststulory
provision so nen 3 el service  oould
incorpormie many of thee,
h-.nu!dmﬁmmdlhrﬂdtimruv;:m
Fights & presemll peevent gissl sngpers irmm
acgiring B and be a double-edged saond 1o
be deployed agains! privatised milways (f
they maserialise) o BR, should W remais
ander staie ownershig

Privalisation might theeaten the nerwork. bt
coetinued stale camership offers no gearanies
edther. Since 1948 he rowse milenpo has
nearly halved and the number of passonped

155 unbts coubd complete the journey in just under an
hoir, thus requirisg just (v rain sets and orews,
The bus service between Edinburgh amd Galashicls
takes one @nd hall hours alony ihe winding AT roail,
which can be severcly Bamperod by snow. Farilsr-
mesre Fillmbargh is near saiursiben poing with care
Perhags BDS can lobhy ScolRabl, Lothian Regional
Council and Borders Begional Coundll 1= promeic
the renpening of this lise.

ihardew Koar, Edinfurgh

I SPITE of the oncrgy thail the EIF has @n
publicising the railway case, i s sad bo dole that o
will] doses. el el everywhere? 1 was asfondshaed 1o fed,
whem talking 1a a yousg evecutive, thal e thooaght
sl iouk 12 hours to get o Fdinbargh from Losdoes!
e was astomdished 1o learn Phat the schedule = Teur
twsmrs amd witerly increduloss that it had beon done
Im three and hall? Whai with BR's wel adveris and
the Presa's antipathy, whal can one expect]

7 Larmdemnrry, Ko p-Gialian

smiions. roduced by pwo thinds. Adwo, 8§ 5 2
miyth b0 assunse that o co-ondinaed ek
can omly be provided by o national body
caning and operating all il services
Switzeranid domonstraies that this is nol sa,
Where an adoquate sysiem of siale costnel
eniwis, afaby ownefilu] Deooiies URmSCERIryY,
The privalisation dehaie has obscursd this
point; i Fscl o one sppears o have given i
musch ehought at g1, As for the relative mens
of stafe verus privmle ownership, | weould
suggest that these arguments are  largely
scaidemic, indeed, even imelevam: whal & ol
far preaser imnparance (00 the wser, anyhora s
the degree  of public  conted  =nd
accountabelily
IS Alhough | sm cememtly Secretary, London
amd Home Countses Branch, | woskd add tha
the opinisen ¢apeessed are entircly my s

J Mt Grivoesend

AFTER THE Beeching Report in the 60s
the area In which 1 live has been withoat o
rallway for MY yesrs.
The trasspert problems now in [he area ane
glirochens, mol anly do people have to cycle o gel
0 ilse nearest station (ME) Hill Breadway) the
iremendous potential fer o rallway has e
negleciod for many years, The Midlamd main
lime, which [ travel on mostly, should be
ebecirified throughost — there b5 scope for
radlway services 1o Leods snd Scotland and o
the Channel Tumnel sia Thameslink. The
pmount of momney  spent om dbe roads s
diisgusiing, sheori-sighted and very loolish,
Al the presemt time the rallway bed lis emply
anid deseried, e local VP has il cleek o call
il m matwre walk whem 0 b5 simply derelict
wasigland, The privaibatbesn strategy adopted by
ihils Govermmend will do gway with the Midland
for pesd, 85 It may nod be “profitshle’ encugh,
whide the T;MP For HF:.“#:“ wark
every day, Compared to Franer, raflvways
mlﬂm‘hlﬂdﬂwdw-mﬂm
investment e, The elecirificalion could be very
popalar with the conmectbons involved: Fast
Midlands-Parks, Fdinburgh-Paris, Leeds via
ShefMield-Parin  snd  Kirkcaldy-Faris  with
electrifica sn,
We all Lm_m electrifbeatinn w e
mvironmenl: bes ne, pollution; wope
for =n Thameslimk with privabe and
mehmmmhmﬂrﬂm
the wealth of this coumiry as well as lower (ares
amdd lmproved track mainlensnce sn the main
fines amd local seciioms of track. RIS East
Midlands brunch please korp up tbe good work.
Srhinade S, Bt Wi

IF WE are looking lor o slogan For a car-sticker
I vhisk “0's gqubcker by rail’ takes o lof of
beating., expeciafly il observed by @ Fellow
mlerisi on the world's bigped circular car-
park - the M2E,

As a semior ciiizen rallcard holder | am appalbed
By the recemt decrease in discounts. om chiap?-
day retmras. The ool scale has now tipped in
favour of staying with the car for two of us - sh
well, just as | was begimning ts enjoy the
Chillners Tor s

Pasil Wilsow, Filackwell Meany

Driving out the

THE ASSERTION that road ssers more than
ﬂjhuﬂhﬁlﬂh-ﬂﬂwﬁﬂ?“
varisas forms By the pevernment, ibe road
er-dmmm-dlﬂdm
IF thse masertion s trwe: A large part of what road
mmhmﬂl’unﬁ:imljﬂﬂ
wsers, and once by raie/pell oy payers,
Coundcils spemd jmasise sums of rabe/poll o
fm.mmwﬂh;.mldrmlmm
Foad Iﬂ'l-h gnd  adminisiralben  (very
expensivel, traffie wardens. frec asd usder
priced car parkimg, salting. grifting, snow
chearance. signalling, shgnpeniing. and sandry
aihier Hems

Il ihe asseribsn & troe dhe Covermmen! has
already oollecied more ilan salTichinl msney
from rosd esers to cover all these cosis. i
fullows that the Governmeni has a srious
obligafion 1o hand over In dbe  councils

or bad for BR?

THE INTRODUCTION of privase enerprise io the mailway
system cam only do good in my opinkon,. The Singecoach
Company mlends o provide cheap travel between London
and Scotland and ciber boag-haul rowes. I they make a profit,
this can provide the service people want,
O the Tcight side. we have ihe Pedigree Peifood imaffic handied by
Charterfail and the Fosfer Yeoman stone traffic. The RDS should
criosEage privale enlogeise as it will help 1o webwidise los-making
r services. Full scale dematiomaleaton will be all right
poviding the Govermnment contims o provide fhe subsidies

At a loss

| WOULD desjue  the  lact
publihed By i Eddbgrn Daily
Presa | a fepory on Bratish Rail
pivalmalos off 23 Janiisty fhal
branch amd nEal lings i boss-
makimg, Most of ke passenger
lines iun doram and closnd by the
fallwsy mansgement i ke past,
of open @ presenl, cilber operae
ab a prole of coald be operaled
ar a predic
It HEL had fed been nationalised
in ehe Tesk place | dould ol the
fellowing bnes in Fast Anglis
womld have beem cloesed
pEisenger  Eulfic:  Cambrndge-
Haverhil-Codchenter, — Owiond-
Cambridgpe, King's Lynn-
Dereham:-Morwich snd  King's
Lymn-Homasson, as e laner
milway lmes bl main cenires
of populstion.
Giving BR more subsidies only
meaers e milway mansgement
cam affoed o run down ssd chme
mawe passenper lanes  Should
BR be privamred them exiaing
main  services  woald | he
improved  snd  many  cleed
passenger bines  would be e
opened 0 imific =0 & o meke
profits.

E N Longlund, Buckhurae fivl

DECCRAMTY
In oiher meas of (rasspo,
privase ownchbiap has peoved
sgeialul,  Associated  Hriliaky
Ports are doing 5 good job s
narnng the ponts (hey Dperaic.
B Advenn,. Coamberisdpr

WITH RECGARD 1o yous repsssl
for  pevsonal  experence  of
coempluints and comgensation, |
have had warving espeniences
with Mational Express
Im oo case, when o friend waa
pui diown in the wrong own ot
dend of might. we were able 1o
et & compensation vesschor, and
| gather this has happencd with
Oinfoed Ty Link sorvioes.
However, more gonerally, | find
ben companics. and National
Evprosa im0 panicular.  solally
{aceless and  wnresponsive
onganisalions when one wanis o
maske sy k] of commeni or
Crilgiam
lLeimers raely el any nosponss,
and ¢ I pround ithede s nover
any  sign of  managemont,
espocmally in ghe evonings -
whal di you do when wailimg
& lekally dark and deseried coach
saton for someons who pof off
il Ehiciagh her own Teuli) o
ee wrong slop? Koock some
s anli Haem?

T Burfory. Lintovw. Camshriidge

Sealink-the
whole story

8 PAGE | af the Roril
"Fad bwnchy” theos 1o redenesros
to Seaccrtalnees’ accpalaition
of Sealink DX, woih all das
e, AL e ol paldrd &
oplete phoime.
Jiasig Sherwccs] was allcess
b gy & proditshle B
sigirg huninees fix Dest
thom Falf its book walos ot &
flon lass than e of fared
by a natboral trerepoet
et aking i e Lo
a gt lon radised ot the tim
via my WP, che Mlnister
o] Al léged That “the
Eaert, pescaribla pricd wid
ki .
Swprenxl, hunieg Asked the
Prims MEnleer for s sorey
bk, bacsese of hee alleced
Wil facl” o the Osrral
Trral, Thes anld e Saslisk
shire ondy ot a pEofit of 6
Elllien, eplng e POrtE
A the Flrencial T foe
[Oecastws 155 rrvsaled,
Seallink 10 now & Lo ko,
If sxch & malatlwly @il
CEREAT nF) A ek
msch & morwrental ook
foe che Capams, sl Fege
as ERT
You, oo b miiew thar The
FERENE, Acirindsreme]on will
o alloe th sEvival of &
oimrerd ReTloril CERSprt
PEfLWCTR. ['pius piicises|
withor =smaaive seddl i,
A P Eawiserr, M Sk o
Fialsaosarh

myths about road costs and revenue

everyihing which they. ibe councils, have spent
o Hhee roads and @sooisted ibems, Bul whilch the
rovernment has already colbecied from the road
users. The councils shemld demand that the
Trovernment does so ferthwithe
Rae'podll tax payers comprise non-rar sers snd
anr users roughly equally.

IT the assertion is umiroe:

In the imlerests of it owm infogrify a well s in
dluty Mo ihe people, the Govermmend  should
sdmil publicly and dechively thal whai i
srlecis Froem roasd users is serdously inadeguate
for paving for whal road vsers gei amd that
snmrequiently road-users, every one of them, are
significantly subsidised by rate’pall fax payers.
irrespective of whether or mol such payers ane
gar-imgirs, As Bl v mnjusd For mon-car users o
have io subsidise the privileged iransport of car:
wsers the Govermmend ks a duly to see (o § (i
what it collects from resd wsers covers @l ihe

comis in which ibey give rise. The njustics Bo
nas=Car Users b aggravabed by:

(&) The Cact thai il subsidy is congealod in sach
& way that ike greal majorily of peopls are
umshls to recognise |8 as sach, and

i) Thee coming of large-scale read fransport bas
emisdled comsiderable iransport deprivation Tor
nom-car  weers, which s turn Bes  evialod
comslderable social activiey deprivation,

The coumter argument that suhshdiskng car users
is Tair becowse car wsers subsidise  public
tranyport does nod sinmd wp 0 close eoaminatjon
becawse pablic ransport s nod availabde to all
i B core i e A

Private transpert i mol available fo all. Any car
user cam mf any tme declde o go by public
IFanspor] whide such s available. The nom-car
users canmol decide st any timee o go by car.

N Arkinoss. Wikitley By

THE DEMISE of [mterCiny @ Sliogabare n well
dosumenied. Iis replacemen m the gime of wiging,
i expected to be o Fater and moee freguenl Claa
13%-opemied service mio Birminghem (o provide a
crossplatfoem  connection  with  Lomdon  rai
dhere.
Despite the snesmpis of BE and the Transpon
Manister 1o sl thin s s improvessent Tor
Shrogabiine, there has been large-scale obyecton
froam & variery of guane.
However, thin “best ever® service for Shoogahise
conceals a viriual balvimg of frequencies = mes of
e  smaller,  inicrmedinie  sistions.  between
Shrewsbury ond Wolverhsmypeon, leaving thesn
with 8 o hourly offgpeak ome. These smalker
simlioon, now evasfied, have bome the brum of
et yean” poor reliability comed, eviessively, By
the use of ofd DVL ssock on ibe [ine.
Having no PA sysiem and ‘b shelter” waltang
facilitics, unreliabslity has mken i woll o
patromage. However, surveys taken Dl JeseTuly
faill o meflect how recent Enmprovements  bave
stiracied passengers back. 5o it should be, for in
lermms of joumey lime, mil has o huge sdvantage
over e and car for travel into the wraffic-choked
Wiest  Madlands  conurbation, for even o
distances.
Statborn like Cofuall, Bilibwook snd  Albwighion
have markets aa yei untapped. The proposed
froquency, we are sold, bs e best the cem be
justified given the resources mvadlsbde, yet there
will be U6 lEmiled-wop wrvices running throasgh
e can wndersiand the need for fesier services, bui
the experience of the past eo years asggesis
the potential for passenger prowth sl smaller
siations is a wel unrealised and May 1992
progemals will ensure idhai s semaims o, o the
advamape of bus and car!

W Crumgp, Compurree Mewaber, Shrewabairy-

‘sfverfampron B! Lisern Ansocianon

e e

LIVENG IN the Morth West | cam feel sympathy for
vor  gorrespondent  James Howison of Shotis
{Railwaich 51) fowr his commsenis in his (imal
paragraph. We. . in the MNonh W are
Becoming just & e fed up with reading abhoat sll
the il Enestment For Metwork SoulhEast whilsi
we kave o endure clapped out Class M FERLs
and, ton times wonse, the appallling four-wheelked
abommatsons They call Pacers.

5t Wikt Liverpond

= =T

WE, the Weldh REail Action Group, give ioisl
et B0 the slanding omference on regional
podicy in South Wales in thear recent efTorts Tor he
provisson of g new rail inler-maosal Euro-terminal
of Freight willage compley, in the Swansea arca

Wi have always propossd. alonp wigh CardifT, the
st i ol a Freighd erminal in Swansea of Brigish
Fail's  pogeonal focuma and working parties. e
preforred st Boing  the  fommer  Freighifimer
Termunal al Danyorig Swansca — Mad site, idead for
developenent, adpoenk B the A4B]  Swamea
Esttern approach amd a ral link 0 Swansea dioclis,
BR s planned fecaphn fshiBitics al CamlifT ane %00 lar
Fuay o periade privale companies o mnvesd in the
ey,

W respociially sugges) thal he revined Section B
Caranis abould Be introduced Bo help indusinalists g0
make Tall wse of the railirciphl srvices with
posilhls Esopean regional funding which coukl
asd the implemomstion of the progect,

12 b winal nhae sourd wess Wales i Fully inchuded in
the acw European rail etauork

M Mttt Chadsman, Woelah B A fins G roap
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Trains should rule

Ty RUSS HAY WD

The dod b Bt only 6jer Tor kacal campaignens who
wan] pew of imroved rail services. lf s wide open,

ex i AFE W g W present the case for
ml and e oriticise car-based answers B RralTes
[

To understand ko things have changed. we sond 1o
o back s 1947 - the year when the milwas wene
narsmaleed
I was abwo the vesr which saw B Serodacismn of
the modern Broish boen and ¢ountry  plannsng
syslem.
‘With stale contiod of Both land use plesming In.:
. one might kave eapecied o polden age 0
m khrhmm e have Tolkweid
With hesfit of hindsight, we now know tha the
tnal lobby preved far more sdept o1 imfleencing
govermment policy than could have beem immag e,
Faor b most pan, miways were oganded & a
residuald service, The eeed 1o provide aooess by road
wah he evermading comideration | laed e
rlasnang) ddeciisiE,
Havaever, thimgs are begimming 1o change thanks 1o
o natsonal crsis over road comgestion and | inder-
futonial concern about global warming. Both have
highlighted the energy inclficioncy ol much poad
IFHES
Afer 8 decmle which wan ﬁm-clillr jpreity divasir-
ous. for irssaport, afbeit with some hrght spots for
the rmilways, the povernmeni meoosd firmd ihowed
signs of changing in lale 1%% whem the Whie
Paper Thin Commaon Inheritanos was pubdlished

This made ihe vipght moises aboul the need io
ERCTHE use of public transpoel. especially m
wems, isinghy though it said thas relmiceships
bciween Lusd-uss paieria aml Hanspofl sysiems
were nol well underdongd snd there was 5 need for
mawe nescarch,

Ii weark ssspciod st ghis nedlocned friction beiween
the public-lrempon-oricmmed Depammem of the
Ervirpnnacnt amid he car-cenired  Depariment of
Transpiit

The calll For move resemch was o pofitical ploy

Mevenbelews (himgs have moved on and in its most
fecenl advice o planning suthorfies | updaied
Planning Policy Guidance Notes pembers | asd 12,
the Depamnment of the Environment has mtrocdecod
the vl ol euasssnable development”’

I sddition, the Govomneent has endorsed he
noion of a plan-led appoach 1o the coairol of
development  rather tham  the wiunisic  and
mret-orentaied spproach of e cightss wluch @
mmes looked like o developers” Tre-(os-all

The resuli of thewes changes &t there is ;«nln$ 5]
be @ lot of plas saking peisg o8 over the nexl few
years. The empact of intended pamemms of devebop-
meni @nd thewr atiendas resepoft salems on the
environmont as well as their encrgy elliency s
o I oo enader < lose sciaing.

This mew policy conkexl, along wl the openang of
the Channel Tunnel amd its potental for rad freight
represcnils B Besl apponaniny there has ever boem
U the case Tow well worked-ow ﬂll'ﬂl}'
scihrmies.

This i panicalarly the case if they are debaicd &=
he same comtest os parnblel mad whemes as has
hapypeened recently with the Trams:Pennine Studics.
Then the shvantapes of mal are very appasonl.

The drafi mpdaie w0 Leicestershiee's Stnsctuse Plan

the land

shirws the direction in which thengs are going. Moew
development @ rmestricied 0 whal ae lermed
transpoat choice comidors. There has o be an
shemative o the car and for (the most pan, this will
maesn il

The plan saics that most development should e
located withim halfl a mike of an exsting or peoposed
station. The bvanhos ansd Redin Hood Lise reopen-
ings alsn shaw that planning suthoriies are centrally
imsodved in the procrss,

The case fior agher rall Feopenmngs necds now 1o bhe
mimde dufing the sistumory planning processes by
RDS branches and aifiliied groups on sound
railway groumis bul also on the wides) convinonmen-
Eal ressnds,

To be cifective e campaign has 1o be in conoon
wigh esvireamesaaling and oiher non-car iranagsai
labhyists

NEWSWATCH

EDS kery winners for February, B Raschifie,
Maschesier E57.20, Gilen Amgell, Kskofmunsler
£23.25. M Savage, C s E1195, Andy
Brahin, Losdes [9.30, Paul Bwiom, Horsham
£4.65, Barry Buitkgieg. Croydon (465,

March: M Hamihon=Cox, 58 Bees E37, N
Walling, Meschesier £33 12, Donald Ruleer, 'Wes-
tom-super-Mare CI1ER, | E Wikon, Almscham
o265, M P Hamilyn, London £462, © W
Ciohings, Wymonidham [4 &2

Apil C W Goodings, Wimondham L6060, 2 Hill
Sioncham, Maidstose £X2EE, B Worhisgeon. St
Iyhridge £10.72, D MoCutcheos, Porsmouth £90.15,
Chris Burion, Cambridge £4.57, v A Bemon,
Liowsdon £4.57

If you would like i join the lonery, svite 1o Dave
Fimch, 18 Newille Avemss, Kidderminnier, Worts
DIl TAL

{h'mmﬂg; ol West branch of RDS i I\I-I:'"-Iiﬂ,F
Christmas cards of colosr mil scemes. Thene e
ning dalferent ebsmces. The reciphent can re-use part
of the card as a posicasd, The canls e 2 ponce
cach. The cost 1o rail wser groups s 21 pence mach,
Oinder yonirs Foen Malooln Conway. 5

Lase, Kendal, Cumbria LAS 311

Vescran campaigner Prank Hmtilow i planneng W
mtine neal year afler stalwardl service m KBS
membership secremry. His job i probahly soo big
o ke maken over by one pemon w0 the work o
will profabdy be split. Are you willing asd able 1
Belp @ this vilal society alﬂ:.?' I m, gontac] o
genoial sevretary, He o o & CospRaled
would e weeful b 1&: withon! the desing W e
involved with compuiers can <1l help

Tiger Rail has sucommbed b0 the rooession — aller
wang 10 kesp the Former Speaidlisl  service
herween Scotland and the South West going when
it was disched by BE. The privale company ha
pone inte receivership. Tiger's 179 wagons have
been Bomghi anoiher privale company, CAI
(UK, Cne e wan that ARC traffie 1 Fen
Divaytoie, ire, which was operied by
Tiger wans halied for several days. The (rrvermment
says i in pelying om privabe enicrproe B gel mone
freight on e mailks.

Our environment - the role for rail

RI¥S b5 staging o seminar af Leicester entitled Our Environment - A Bigger Hole for Rail en 10
June, The T i spomsoring the evend which will be held from V188 o 1600 in the YMOCA
bullding (spposile the siatien), A new re on rall msnd the enviroamenl will be lasnched.
Eu-q:ﬁdbj[‘h‘b..‘nmﬂimﬁ ki By ?Hllﬂ'ﬂll-ln} other members. I vou would ke 1o
atbemd, send £2 (mon-members £3) 00 Paul Clark,

bulet lanch willl alsn be available af extra cost with o choloe of hot ar ool Tood.

9 Glenmere Close, Cambridge CB1 4EF. A

1 sum.m,l.ir
'"OFRAIL"

The mew Transport Secretary Mebn MacGiregor
wn notahly abeend from the House of Commens
whon MPs discased the Coverssment's prinatina-
thn plams for Britisk Basl om 1] May, jusi one
afier the pemeral eboction,
The podicy had begged many questions when set
o in the Quoon’s Speech 16 the mew session of
Padiameni fhus: “"My  povermment will pamse
vigonously ils programseme of privatisation..... My
ﬂ‘mMI in commimed 10 incressing b r:l:;j.'d
maifways i e "% BN %
ngﬁ.l."rlmr will be ||m|.:::~dd I m\k =3
pinvai sechor [y apsrae fail services.”
The parlamemary Bl wmed af givmg the
Ciervermmen the legal powers talks of 8 tranafcs of
BR's commercaal sciiveiles o "ihe privalo sec-
e, I passed withosst amendmend, Bl will
giwe (he Covermment mnlimated powon o Ira-
fer the Tenctiom, properny and nnﬂl.a" i BE 1o
“any ieher body or PH‘H.'-II" ul il s e
T Y sl
Bl MPs and raal pavellers had been kef
ucaaing just what the Govermmment's shlcREidn
were bul some indicaioes emerpod from the fog
of Ciowernment seorecy on |1 by
The man peoviding the information aboul the
mailways” fotune was nof @ Iresapon misier bl
William Waldegrave, Chascellor ol U Duchy of
Lancaster. Me is rmsponsibic for ihe Citeens
Chamer.
Railway-union-sponscsed  MP Donald  Dewas
shed: "l whal iz mcheled m e woeen s
Speech properly described as he prrvalmanon ol
the railway systom ™
Bir Waldegrave respomded: "W is described s
moress Ao the netwol By PrancBosing 1o pnvaie
capital. IV whsl we &0 kesdi W prvalnamon, 0
masch e Beitgr,”
Answerisg & question, Mr Waldegrave said: “The
skale has an absobsely crucial mole g0 play - thal
of e repulsor, legislalor and ocais of 1he
framewaork . Fut nationaliaaison s desd."”

Earlici. be sail: A sew mil repulsor sill enare
that all companies Bave fair soms o B jrack
il thar sgreed standards are met.™

Laler, he added: *"The regullator, Brtsh Rail, wil
b secounishle for the performasce of o
Frms; hises. '

Toery Roben Adley. o milwa
e do not wani Wiowea
privatised armacs.””

Then he slked 8 scfs of pevimenl gquesion
including “'What thoughl s heing given
uiilising the tax systerm bo encoursge the use ol
rail Freight™ " He wameid: “'We have a comples
mifway  sysiom The HE msmble bas 1090

erilbipansl, aaid
ighisig Meocw i

papes and cosis £330, | urge ey honourshle feend
the under-secremry of sate for Scoiland io suggest
1 his codleagoes that before they sk dearing it up
and dewroying one of Bhe besr rmlway sysems o
the world, whatever @5 Tsslis, they sboald read the
timetable sl wee what | invodved.™

Labisr s Dalengeon MF Adan Nilbam was mone
outspoken. He ki “"The Governmem's preccou
pation with the privatisaiion of the milways is.
clawsically, a mumph of ideological hope over the
ex x of m:-tfhuwmriﬂ. Ehu owe their fast,
efficiem and safe mifway sysiems 0 povemmeni
policies oa plamsing s investment. ™

AL e ool of the debaie, Mr Dewar concluded:
“Privafisafion is a term that ix bard 1o deline. Mr
Waldegranve booked distinctly sbafty on thal issue,
fagt b witimnately admisied that whai was proposod
for the rmlways = the Quoen’'s Spooch was ol
privatisation bui something dilferend.”"

Wir MacGiregor WAS = the Commiona 4 week Ealer
for dhe second reading of the so-called ' paving™
Hill

He amcvpiod 8o ualily gomginued masiing invesl-

el foad bl woulld faake oo peomeses b
AMNY livcutmesd m ihe raileays,

He coafirmed fhal passesger services would be
Iranchused, Teerghn and parcels woubd be sold, & rail
mepular woakd be appoamicd o eoare @l oom
fanies hgve adoesa (o the irack

BR" scoounting and mana wysiemms woshd
b peorgmmiesd 1o divide the track and indrasenee-
wre fom mmain operation. He said the operating
side would comtinue w0 provide paasenger servioes
where there wis no franchise armanpement

He confirmed that sebsidies would conbmoe 1o ke
wvailable for services which mesi an cosewiial
sicial noed

Labgsur gransport spobesman Jobs Prowgol wamed
fthai privale eperalon wanl by nes serviges &l peak
dimes Bal nok in the carky maeming os late al might
He said he was ool sere whone Mr Macliregor
whisd bul 0l soomed the Ball gave powers For BR
lake the Nird Gadering Mieps owards privatisation
He sanl b Tomes had ¢l hack om ral sslwudics
whnle pving genesously for mak

He said: “The radwaya offer 8 wonderfud oppoe-
wifly, They can male & mapd comnbution o
imprerving the quality of oer lives.

They can help to solve the environmenial and
traffic conpestion problems. But he said the
Governmeni =eems o have a vendella agansd &
public rail systom.

Tory MI" Roberi Adley also wamed ihe Tewern-
meni i a friendlly way''. He said: 7l do not
wani this Govemment of any povernmeni o

-Privatisation? Er..it might be -

decimate pur milway sysiem am then io look back
sy, What o shame, we gof it wrong."'

He said there were an enommous number of
guestions. b0 be saked. For msance was it s the
natiomal mieresd 80 allow cherry packors 1o pick aff
the bits they want?

He said the lapancse have nol pervatised thei
raibways. The Cermass el mopcted privatisalion
Sweden has o conporale raalway bol there i B
intortion of sclling off the shares. The nalialised
SMNCF was the prids of France,

Amd gvem 0 the homne of capitalem, s Uipined
States, the passenger railways hald heen virually
bl ived weith the cfeatinn of Aemirak.

Hee saiid people misa expect of least the mimsmum
level ol service 10 whnch they have been meed.

He said these had been “double standards™.
pazicwlarly in Lomdom Docklands where D250
milion was coughed up for one and a half miles of
road "m0 questions sbed” while the Jubilee line
Tube extension had 1o rely on privale investment

He saidl: ““The rmulway o5 the last mess of
civilimed transpor kecwm 40 man, | oam keen o
thelend it

“We have much io kose, There o much al mks &
national timctable. through lickating. interchangs-
ghle noketi, malwwal prodects wech as mikcends,
somior  cilgens”  conccuisond and  feiilibes o
dizabled Eavellers. Masy poiple, isihalng pon-
poncTs,  amuously  awall answen 10 guesons
concenumng those services.””

Libkeral Democral Maleolesn  Houce wssd: ““The
Clrvernmicn s plana are shrouded 10 secrecy,”

The “paving” Hill was nevenheless approved by
125 vones 10 256 and poes 1o the commitioe stage.

The While Pager which the Govermment was (oo
erhasrasagd o publish before e geneml electson
will mow be svailable " the summer”. A
full-scake Bill will come lster n the session.

Il you are smhappy aboul what the Cowermes
looks Bkely fo da B0 vour mml servades, you Can
profest 1o your MP. The Tories have an overall
majority af only II

“Privatisation”’ could mean e end of the Brissl
i Piriiabead bine. A local s dompasy called
Badperine wanis fo rip up the ek and fusm i
ini 3 guided buvway. Will they bo shle 10 wsder
new legislation?

P Echance on prvale companics  followsg the
dercpulation of ehe buses by Mrs Thaicker s
Gowernmenl has boen @ disasder, The numbse ol
bus donpasess has moshroossd Dol [ares bave
soared sl s of buses has  plummeisd, Mr
MacCinegon said it had been 2 pical asdigis

NEWSWATCH

Rlocked maimdi: The Covermmesd ha pubtlnbad a
hetic chigumnent eninled AT Hawih o the
wiler, poinling out that maffic congestion & now

ey had hal CaeEctheag hai b0 Be done’, I

soflening up publs; opiassn 0 ScCepl moee foad

Buslding even though o & fnphicesd w© ay o,

Mowalive B propagaida-conscious.  buicauciits

call | 5 “'route sction plan’®,

The imaific problems Beiween Carlisle, Hawick and

Edinbsrgh are caused direcily by Covernmemt

ncpion, the closuse of the Waverley mil nome From

Carlisle 10 Edinburgh. Bt mewhere in this docu-

meni & il mestioned. The real solution o the

trulfic problems would e o eopen the milaay. It
woild com leas, prve A proper chosce and
benefit the environment Sooiteh Office hopes

ix sinn mmplementing the [Doyear rond budlding

programme for the area by the end of this pear.

The CGowernment i alecady making the AT4
Carlishe i Glasgow mad inle 8 moeores
spending L2300 million the Al moad
between Mewcatle and Edimbswgh. Meanwhile
Brizish Eail (with no Domoch Fimh omssimg) is
cutling staffl on its line nowifs of Ieverness hecae
it s losing cuatomers 1o the rew rosd slresdy built
ncrnss Desmoch Finh with mxpayers’ money. The
Govenment has alse refused o allow £100 million
for the line from Edisbsmgh 80 Abonleem (o be
electrified.

A lale of fee cifies: A campaign 0 persusde
people 1o beave their cars ot home and wee publs;
transport was launched in Birmingham in May.

The “'Don’t Chike the City - Ease the Squoces™
miaape was hacked up by demomiratsons. ol how
masch rosd space B wasked when people wie thae
cary. ensicad of traimn and buses

Haemnghsm’s Passemper Transport Authonly has
had a comdssienl polcy ol Eprovesg  publsg
I, reopening slalions. provelng park and
pide statioms and pleading with the Cwemment Tor
cash fof the Midiind Metro project.

‘What a comrast o Losdon where ihe Governmem

is direcily responsible for public manapon and the

we on R huss been so severe thai i has cuoi

peak services and withsmam stall from stations

I Ty wre being forced o vwisch 1o car.

The bus service is jemmed by madfic and the Tube
is damgerously ovesorowded.

BH has chosed Weathoume Park simtion ssd now
wanty i axe Primrose Hill and ithe Graham Boad
morve m Mackney with the résuli thai amother
useiis link in the chain of communications s ko,
Chhey staisons and services have slmost cerainly
already been arpeted for feture clouse o cof-
backs

There s no money for CrossBaill while Thameslink
2000 e the Eas London |l exbension have
been wi andl there is a question mark over e
Jubilee line exicrsion. Cwre for mad car discase:
Amaterdam ity comncil is drewing up plass Tor
move Cvcle lanes and pedesirian rones afer a
rlfn'm‘E.lm callimg for a reduction in traific.
Amarbksr chance fo win witk ROS: The national
lidmery 18 pimiag o dalse moncy [of Ropening
campapigre. [T you haves't already retwmod v
lisigewy Bolis, pleass oo ss 88 sO0n an porkibe,
Yo shll have usne do scll some to (remb and
melations and sproad Bhe railway message o che
warmne lame. The draw willl ke place on 18 July so
hurrs, Remnmember the Oiral price i L300 and therg
e many ofher priecs,

Chsrermmeal srerel: A llon jugpernas wavelling
o GO mph hes the smme mpact momemum. 1F i
hits anyiheag, G & Tamly caF (raelhing ar | A00
mph. Despile publes opisson, the Crnernment
comtinues [ frvowr road iresdpon ol the cupense
ol aale, sciiaible, cvirosmentally Inemdly rad
Govermmeal sdbmivoion; The Department of Trana-
por sdeniis thas B8 people were killed by cars on
pedestrian cromsings in PFRL The depanment’s
mm neveritheless |4 to speed up mffic in iowns
[F R T

5:1 amly here pleace: There mre o oycle micks @

Deparment of Transpen Cardilf hase =
Camdog Houe.
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LOCAL ACTION

Wessex

Harbogr iph: There is comcem aner BR s decmion
o closg the Hamworhy fresghl line which scives
Poole harbesr, Talls kave been held wigh the man
war of the e whoe B koén W gonlings: rail
haulape

Recycled railway: The lomser Chichesier o Mad-
sk Jane 15 B0 B convertsd inle & wcleway by the
lixal authonity. The Beanch 15 disapporied tha rail
sevvices age ol retsmimg 1o this peturosgie aca
i the proposal = prdlerabls jo ogher (oema ol
e lojunced

Flail hWopes: The annisl mecting woas held W
Warcham and was b Besl atended lor ey
years, The man Ealure was 5 peescstabion ol the
cang [of Foopethig 1he Bile of Wigh's Yemnor s
Skankhin line

Salubury rehel= Woek has asned on the new depod
in Sabibury (oo che 159 diesel wnits which ane w0
e rmluogd on the Waerkoo 1 Exeser ling thes
year. Dviver omining will hegin i Seplember and
the units will be progressively inbrodwcsd  ndo
servigE, initally on feliels

Beopensng siudy: The beanch was delighted o
learn that ‘Wikishire Commty Council bas staned
wik on sbedies 1 reopen Wikon and Poron
HanoE. Progress & sk being male on the case o
cutenl the plaform ot Tishury.

Beiter Brighion: The CandifT W Bagbton scrvike
has been sohsiamtially ingproved by Regional
Hallways for casthossd fravellos.  allows @
choice of omins for day Irips - cvien on Sandays!
Prive Arpeei

Midlands

Wadland kink: A viden was shomn io the bramch’s
anmmal meesing by Mike Owen of the Fromds of
e Semle - Carliske Line. Afberwands theie mas o
discussion on bem for a thiough service from
Leicester fal BEES 1w The Nenle and TarmleT™ A
confererice on sdeas Tof thiough services betwegn
the Mulland Main Lie and the 58O will B bazhd
m Leiooder m Oxiober, Branches alfocsed will be
weiied bl pracral coendnacing viSWws @ wihling
are alus welcomad Please soid e 60 RS
(5RO 4 Lindew Avenue, Countesihorps, Lewesacs
LER 3P

Foiy bk Ehur st grosp, B Leesiershire and
Northampionshine Bael Acton Commmieg, s deve-
kyung amd w looking for & development oflcer)
ptilie relations ollcer (usual KOS e of pay and
conditsoes ). Katienng Borough Cogngl has josssd
W and the primip i lesslong ol the whes of councallos

(i PagTs
ket Tarvliir-Sumting

Severnside

H|1\.|%|np the ¢ash papc Hrmish Kail s pubdcsang
its &l prains 5 day Beltwesn Cardell and Bnsiol s
an ahemnalive low motonwis wlho are  paying
mereascd hidly on e Severn Brelpe

Councel sonon: Avon LCounty Councel has boen
instrumental in penting changes o sammer services
o B line from Brisiod o Weston-super-Mae and
Peneance. A hemer spresd of services i o
wided for owvellers ar Bedminsser, Yation,
orle, and Wesron b fewer tmine sowe call ai
Paran Srect amd Wesaon Silom

Thinking bong: Plams w0 lengthen the platforms. ai
Worle b0 dical with Inieriliy traans are  anader
o M o

Feople wani tmins: There is pubdic supppoi for 2
r!rl“h-_-l] smrviee  Betwoen Swinadom  and B
with reopened stalions & Woolton Basscii, Cor-
sham, Saliford amd 51 Anne's Park. Hesignalling
will be necessary il a3 is désirable, Ihefe b as
iniensified mix ol siopping asd capeess irains,
jogesher with adiifional eogenings al Lomg Ashion
aad Tweiiom

Privale expaiivgn; The Wean Somenel Hulwey &
keon 1o exlond i indepemdent ling 1o the mow-
urused  up Bay o Tounlon 0 allw  regular
commcctinn well BRE serveed. Soime  siimimer

wockeml BRE irasas foom Brosisl may alse e
allivwed Mo Fun enved Bhe prnvale ling

Boind mCison; Reoponing of Chard junciion smEbios
near the [niel-Somemel boider Bas heen reocem:
mended by RDS 1o the Soulh West Regional
Planning Conderence.

Wat for 0 The lege sums Being spem on o
shemes are mirnceing the atenton of Durcley
reshdenis who fave been waitng for yeans for
fends 1o be alkcaled o rdlway Emprovemenis
They wanl & reopensd sition o Cosley Junction
rather han & new smibon further north as sugpesied
by Ciloucessershise County Council. The junction
site has (e sdvanimpe of a0 exisimg ban wrvice o
Cam and Dby,

fEriy Harteery

North Midlands

Doutde pmck: The annual bramch mocting was
marked by & local lanabmark in il developmond -
m imemineT st on ot one, bei iwoomll schomes.
Chairman Graham Malty wan abde o announco
that, afver year of cempeipning, work on the find
section of the Robin Hood lie s doe o sian dhs
year between Hecknall and Newsicad, ready for
opening im 1995 The ambitious |vanhoe line
scheme hased on Lescesier showld open in siages
during 199475,

Govemment policy: The branch decded tha the
E:M:. uflﬁnlc‘nlmd Pamsenger’s TCharter wall
o mined blesving unbews much-nocded invesl-
mail s peoa resimicied as ai preseni. Privadisation s
anciher issue dat will moi benefit mil wers while
ther competing rosd sysiem is publicly funded weing
hypothetical orreria. All members were urped =
campakgn fior mone mil investment bath o neleyve
cangestion and peomate il o an inEerently
mawe eny ironmentally friendly made of ravel

Sirategy: Branch afficens have pul a lol of work
o commenling on  he Gireales  MoEinghsm
Siaicge Tramsporm Spady. sl Ehe  Tesnspom
W ol for the Protegismn of Riral Eagland
posponse o e Departimen of Trandpod s SoCu-
menl Movisg into the Ninclics

Ivanhoe: Mr Jaimgs Holden, public ranspon oo
crbsalos (of Leicsugrhire Coanty ﬂ'llulh.:l.&.ﬂf a
lasgoranng ik and chide o io the AL
Cioungal sponsored 1he foopeang of South WI
aaatson i 1UEG 8 3 cost of £135 000, LI.r.E!Il. D|'l
Bl relieve rsllie congestion i Lewesber imba
dened By this wedoess, & more ambiliogs sohemss
was dFawn L,

Alkhough Lekesiershire County Councill wone
ailally elised 5 Cevvermmenl Section M grani
srwards the capital coa of the scheme, a second
applicmion for £% million was sucoessful. Sach
il are bwised ol on the bemeliln sComing & rail
jassengess, bl on feliel ol oad congestion anil
consequent lime savings for rosd vsers! Studies by
Leeds Uiiveimiry abow (hat the lime will make an
operating peofil, giving the council an ogspertamit

W0 feceive B Fetum on is investment. Bolling stoc

{182 line will be purchused by the coumcil, and
might well be the class 137, a dermative of the
class 156 Sprimters, built as pam of a lanper owder
foe Sirmhiclyde snd Mominghamshire County Ciomn-
cil. Foure land-use policies may well dlm‘l new
development 1o sites oo public |:ra.|1-.rnn

walli EEw melway sislione being il in l.ldn.l!"-lﬂ'
iselfl and on the lines io Melon, Marker Har-
horomph mnd Muneaton.

Geiving ithe balance right In 1951, e Departmen
ol Transport prodeced o docwment called Moving
imiee ihe Minctics: Transgor Developmenl i ihe
East Midlands. This regional bhgl made &
encounging i by stating: ““The amn v 1o
schieve o halance befweon mads, ral, air and ca
iranapewt w0 thal cach <an make s pioper
contndbetion 0 a safer. mewe  envionmentally
friendly and efficient ranspor sysem,” However,
the bamic facts in the brif fail o actaeve 3 halands
Most of this bland document s dovolcd o the
deparimeni™s  madsabling  achomes, walh  only
[ql“ing mendion of pubhs Fanspon, Stranpely,
thire 18 no reference 1o the 199] DTp beodle
Transpori asd the Envioomenl. of o the 1950

Geovernment Whise Paper Thas Comenon Inheri-
e The Govemment s 1986 Sianding Advinory
Commines Hepori on Trunk Bead Asiessmeni
ISACTRAL, whach recommended the esiablizhmeni
al overnll obpectives for the whole tramaport
wyslem, is ssmilady ignored. The local branches. of
Transpon 2000 and the Council for the Protection
of Rural England hawe produced s bocdder called
Crerming the Ralance Riphi, @ joim response from
21 -|rl'ﬁ'lhdnﬂ-ni including she RIS, A mnf-:m
with 1 name was organased by MNodtin

shire County Council. due i be held on 16 | :.:.1-
part o Mmtional Environmem Week, with national
speakers and iopical workshopa o tead ou e
{ssues of transpon and the esvironment. RDS looks
forward 1o Continued  co-operation  with  other
tranageet and environmental groups in formolating

& sl trenapat policy.
i Maicadm Crondalf

London and Home Counties

Ay the pow Governmen Lunches (s ranipon
E:-:m-. il & worth pominding owsclves that the
sovernmenl is spenading C18 billsow o6 widdsnng
the M25, The Tory manifesio also comtammed
pledpe o wpend €63 billion on rosd in pencral
while makang no commitment a any definite aums
ficr railwary imvestment. 28 balllion could go a long
wy bo making Network SouthBaa one of the beal
syalems in the workd

Parvale dampasess fay be good [of some hegs
bl ey woukd be unhbely o oundermks giileer
Thamctlmk 00 g Crosalad]. The Cavveenitienl
Mirtation wilh the wiea of Fal [YVELISEEH METS
wp Wil Baive o delenid amml roanote (heye Exseniisl
e

The Ciaeen's Chamer gives & ODIMMISMED 0
mmproveed quahity bl in By capernce 48 an NSE
coimimiaber, s Bungs wihich &flay my Eming &re
e the deogt eosull of devades of underinyes:
micnl i inlrasioug bare - aid oo eyvesiment wihen
i o lake place. The CWvesmimenl has msde i
clear no sddinonal money will be made avaslabee
Iy Eplimnesl the Chancr, & any PaSsEnger Cm-
pefiaatid Cash wall ¢omhe [rom oher "% fmres
or from inveamen! funds. BE might be rem pmd in
wriiBalraw services railer han pay oo

a regular Basks The comemanity will then bhe |h=
vy,

We sre wasling with isterest o wee whal the new
Secretary of Stie for Transpon will say about the
clouge proposaly for Tilbury Riverside and Prim-
rowe: Hall-Gerahsen Bosd By his desds we shall
Era Hiim

Ml Thomas

East Anglia

Comfoming news: Cliss 156 Sprinters  finally
armved on the Emi Suffolk line on % March and
bave greatly |mrm'.'-tﬂ the comdon and reliabslity
of the service. From 101 May, timings have been
speeded up by 10 misstes DS has urped BR i
mounl an sggressive markeling campaign b win
hack lost Bussness and pain mew, now that il hae a
mae aibmctive prodect.

Ruising the roof: BH delayed but then wenl abesd
with plans o demolish Lowesoft statson  roof,
wimting on Maesdy Tharulay, Waveney disirms
council represenimtives have made it dhear @ s
that they do podl wani o proserve the building 3. a
wiation. They want if & a shopyung centre with &
new posd moroas the platforms. A mew  slalion
wisnkl Bave bo be baili i the wes of 8. Both KOS
anad the East Suffolk Trvellen” Association hae
siresszd the need Tor a contral sl on o seghs
site, preferably dhe prosent ome, ansl gquestioned the
noed for a new gl I the lamer does go shead,
howewer., there must be rallic-calming medsures n
froni of e new siation amdl it must have ey
sooess pndd bus amd laad iniechanps  [acilinss
Imsdeed, the local ban g could be invised o
contnbuie o the laficr. We have also hiugd for
Wavemey disinct poundsl aad BRE mansgems the
[acilities we cxpoct i so¢ B0 3 slaled Acrvifip &
iown of shiv sire,

Trevow Lidreosd

Streetwise solution to traffic

I_p' REOBRERT CUMMINGS

AL laax! .-".l'ln'r no bess Than wan delays (o lae, oF
four. deponding oa wha you ask), Maschewe
Meirolink | mail sysberm Bepam funning Beiween
aml hesber on Monday 6 April asd hin
the city strocts a fow wecks Later om 27 April
Izl smpiesnsn hive boem guile good despae
g high fares snd poor ride qualay herseen
Manchester and Bury, Usse d ncEleni
ecvwited o 27 Apad when & eam fdlsd near
Crenpeall, Blocking the hine, All pacsengers oo &
loflomisg vehicke were decanted al Crumpssl] and
lefl g0 ake their own way home by other mesns.
Wi have also been diappoinied by the amifude of
the eraffhe asuhoriies m Manckesier who have
refiesed 1o give the tams prionty o the mamy oty
genine junctions, s showing the irems’ pasape
thicesgh the ciry.
The man who led the seam which I:J'ihﬂlhuell
Mewndink sysiem for & min ]
milon 'n-u:rg,l.uﬂ wﬂﬂ 1h-|:PrEEEE annual
pemeral meating in Birmingham on 2 May.
Br Eme Blak. a fommer subome soldser, also
helped b0 sed up the impressive Holg Kong mass
traead syslom which be poissed oul carmicd s
many passcngens por day s the enlise BR serwork,
Geming Metrolmd moving was an enorminus sk
and a race againad fime bl e projecs had sel ghe
ground nales for fature Bogish svaema, OF e 45
cithes and lomns bidding o & sysiem al present, b
exlimaxicd thai about 10 would be buil,
He said e Bury line was = such 8 decayed wune
whon @ was wwken oved from HE thar rooen
b Bridge dacking coald e holed by & finger
by gl agmewnrk was &S crumbly as 8 Cadiheery s
Flakr,
Micwe than 000 people had ied for the 20
Jotw on olffer and on ul.'cn,g:‘:!l:hl poople were
imierviewed for each job.
Jobh flexibility was essential and owm seorelanes
were camently encouraged o train @ diven s
they oould maove @ tram i CEer R s,
It was already possible 1o buy a tickes from AR
sdations. throughon Beitais W0 any slaios on he
Metmlimk sysiom, thanks 0 BE's Aplis sysem

Give way o the iram; Meirolink showld put cars in their place in Manchesier cify cenine

Bul becamss of instial lundbsg heanalions and e
mamanms] Meerslink simans, the reverse 13 ni
pemsible ver Bat Meteisl pokels could e owed
{or comneciim nimey on iren thoughoul the
Cierater M mﬁt\lrr area.

Fuindisg comaderations had aiwo been o key (acwor
in choosmg vehicles for Meirolmk. The present
o oo £] million esch. Low-0oor vehicles
wiosaldl have cont £1X million

He poimted oul that Government cash in the fom
af sectics %5 pranix, as well as pohlic cash raised
locally had crested Metrolink,

Bir Biack =aid thal 1o expect a privale company i
finamoe, build amd such @ sydem was
“hnatic™. e sail “They o could m do e,
The amnual revenoe of Motmolink & expecied W be
mroand £ D miliin whiale £3%90 @l sioash] mora

be meeded (o creaie i, Mr Black said he had scil isp
& manapgement siruciae for Metrolek which gave
a chear line of responsibality.

O mailways genorally, there weee alten s My
chiefs, while a i same Bme, n-0ne sofmed o
wani io Eake responsibelity

When be hald lookiogd ot London Trsssorn mansge
meEd mn e s, B ooulds"rTind anyone  whi
sctually fan the iy

Thandieng M Black for bis aildress, RIS president
Michasl Catem sss] many peopls had |looked om
with dismay when Brimin abandoned iix am
sysiems jus when conlinenial cities were develop-
ing thewn, Now thank poodness Manchesier was
spearheading & new e of wms for Britain

“We hope it will kead b0 @ geeal reddocton in mad
wsific.”

And the tram was doing 30

By JAUKR ELLLS

Thia [ﬂhﬂ' from one of John Bletpenuen s poems
shout London still sticks inomy mind  after 60
yearn

An ghat fime, 30 malkes per bour was an excitimg
specd for city iraffic. Today M0 is still peesty Tast -
fior ke mazwe off rama.

Manchesser™s Meirolink = riram” whish opendd
for bainess im April from 1 Victoria will be
limated to that speed on the simeel. and in the
congesled oty centre, M) mph B omore  than
shequate.

Biit there have been comnplainis  hal the Bew
supcrtram is comsiderably slower and meig cupen-
sive Ehan the ol Bury clegimic itrasns whech o
replaces, It i restracied b A mph o6 the old Bury
limsz,

But Merralink masketing exvecutive Marganer Hyde
saad: “Evem il the trem pakes a linde longer, @ mkes
the passenpers fght i the centre of the cily 9l
Iyl

“As for the fare. we are & privele oompany sed
charge whal we have 10"

A simggle from Bory o Victonia cosis £1.80

Metrolink, however, is re-introducing many Bri-
ions B0 Brams. The Daocklands Lighs Raslway in

London i o wmilar comcepl bul bos noo street
Funning

(hily Bisckposd bept faith wigh the tram when the
redt ol (he cossmry despaiched them o the somp
yandi. Blackpool by the way Bud elecmc vehiches
Ureen me caly s 1HHI.

In the world of irams, Brtsn has [allen way
Bl l-.un.?'-e. The bleorodink wvehicles wene
Boughe from haly

Manchester's new trams should  have prionty over
road malfic im the ity oemére, a8 they e Beiler
wervice #0 o higher percemisge of the wavelling

The light way forward

The question of whether freight trains can run over
lighi mil or tam lines hes boes considened Fy
[Ermish Hail

The Raslway Inspeciorabs has musied fhat sbaned
macks will be comnsdeesd omly whem ot of Pwoe
coulitiomm i met.

Euher e tiachs will be shewsd i 8 ome-
separaticn basis (for instanoe frespht at sagh, LET
durrivgg the day) of if all vehecles wsing the shared
roude are el weh  guloEans Fain proiecion
{ATFL This deviee wall aulemnatically apply he

pubdic. The pove-|f-mile-long Memnleal will be
gradually evpandedl, providing the hng-demanded
il link betweon Viciona aned Pacadilly stalions
Laicr it will be exlended to Almnchams, waking
crver the presend R Eine

It el 1is e masd that il Mancheser does mlay.
Losslon wldl S0 semormow, Wik ez appalling
mrali, Lomdon comikl i well o lake metice

It maght als ook by Cirgnobls im0 Frssoe whane on
eacellent mcxlcrm (PR KysAeTR 18 OpETHIing.

Nbore than 300 oiher Hricish iowns and ooies ane
eonssdening copyumg Manchesier

for freight trains

brakes of @ Erum oF |FaEn paises & aignal or danger,

Ceher wohnical detnils such as whether wheel
prodiles are compatible will have o be inken mio
sccoass banl HE says ihere i3 T'md reason in
prenciple wity such freighn oaific sbowld not un™

If there is a demand for freight sorvioes on a
privabe tram line ssch as Metrolind @ Manchoer,
the privale cmner would heve o agree o freighs
train operaison. Then ALL the vehsches aperating
an the kine would have o be fimed with AT
tinless the i were (me-senarmied.




LOCAL ACTION

NEWSWATCH

North West

Offsefe; BR propoaals o withdmw  pacsomper
services from the Philips Park No | Junction o
.h.l.hrru? Wesl Junction as well o Ashion bloss

unction o Denton Junction kave pheil
us i object officially. It i imomic that the Prime
Mlimtwer has promased cash to boild a “"Wembley
off the Norih' stadiem adcent 1o one of the limes.
i is undersiood ihai Bas siadium and & neighces-
mg velodrome will be bailt regandless . ol the
E.an of Manchesier's bid for the 2000 Oflyrmps:

TR S

South Maw- A fimely ominder of whal hagpéns
when o line loses o passenpor sorvioe, and Bhus any
aabubory prodection. occurmed when the branch was
affically mformed af the décham o chost Bhe
Northwich-Sandbach  freighd line afior 10 My
199L. The decisiom socens. 8o b parthy duc 80 5 Girg
which dest d he boa e hing's
momihom omed. What mabes i difficull o pndemstand
1% hal thes hink provsdes e only direct mule Troim
Vounhall Motors's Elevmsere Pord Tacioiny comphés
ia the south and wliimaicly e Channdd Tunng] amd
[Eirope

Spark gapc [ b pléasing M0 seT an InCreased
mmmber of (ass funieg alosg e Cumbiss
Cpaat  hine.  Tollow mg the mmlucinos o 1he
waimimicr lEnctable, This ha Bech coumterad, howe-
ver, by 8 decrease i e IsterCmy serveles [T
Blackpsd 80 London and Mancheser o Fdin-
buigh. Hoth ibsee serveies are hampered by ihe
nevd | change Eactin oguipiment gl Preston, and
their depondince oo ageing (and capenive) Class
7 hxomotives, Whal a difference  Blackpool-
Samchesber clecirifNeatson wanild ansle

toumibers e The bimnch's sl of Longsaght depot
open days wisa 5 resounding soovess despile @
dalfing shomage. Where werg yoo all? (et
ifberesl wak whawn @ BDS bools and leafleis. b
s s buge impevvemen on Crewe open-day i
1R which sppesred o be full of tremspoters
only meresed in becomoive posicands

Rt ammrings

Scotland

Perntive tharking: Branch enemebers were pheased fo
e invodved in :".Etﬂr‘l'rtrll-ﬂ rail drips rosesd the
suburtan line in Edinburgh and o Culimss s
Lesven in Fife, ol freight lines which could some
day caary passemper iraffic. These irips usggest a
degree of posilive thinking in Scotkail.

YWaoiers bosr oul: This optimesm madl, however, be
temporesd by sorioss disappoinimend Sollonaang the
pesali of the Geneml Election. Cerianly ihe seiaous
prospect of a bevel playing fich] betwoon ral and
road invesimenl hie boom dashed, Privalsatss o
also on the agenda apsn. Even ihoagh e
eleciorale clearly wanlcd whal KDS was campaign-
g for, their aspirations wore ol deliversd by the
elecioral sysicm

Suspicamns silenees | owas ahd scamlaless thal
Bhroughoul th eléctin camuign, the mas parics
and] the media almost sally ipnored Bhe Iransgon
and evveronmen]  deds, In BEdeabwrgh  though
Eransport wis 3 fagd Baue @l clection mestsga. Al
o mecting, an RDS offscwml pointed 0wl theil ihe
cify bl nothesg &0 shovw for hanvang had Maloolm
Rirkand {MP foe Fisbargh Penibands ) 3 Transpon
Socmetary Tow 15 monibs

Auhvge Bing Two days lier the general elecnion,
e Bwanch Beld s annual mecting. Gues 1-|'IhIL|:'r
RS nanional tressurer David Bige gave us sound
advie om hinw Ithe phrvalmannd uss should be
Tardbed o e pew poditicsl smustion, He alo gave
the beanch cnme ldess for fubae sovion.

Serstlyde Council hes seeounced o eyear
transpon  plan giving Glasgos £1 hillion w aof
new links. These would be a C74 million roule o
the airpor and C350 million for an LRT scheme,
Mhoseghay Smair?

Yorkshire

Seation lif: Passemger facillities @ Leeds - long a
cause for complaint - arc in line for mprovesend

81

i bsi The plam were desonbed by SRabnGn
manager Gerald Egan when B addresasd o
branch annual mocimp. The slica m 30 Sosnplemest
e h:ﬂf progealy 10 EcTEaRE  IPRCk
Capa iy, New Beked harmem and moee
mive inloemainon scroced will b watallod, minh::'
wih a new enfmnce af e soutls, Exiilang hits will
b wppraded for pacenger use, and Beller wasting
moome provided. KOS weloomes these proposals
which will g a loig Wi B WEchag  our
papamhions Tor (he Bussest Slaloe i o GPea.
Comehack: The Wakefeld - Pomelraci bne s now
ofen b passengers 25 years afer alling victim oo
the Beeching cuti. An hourly service mow muns
betwers Knottingley and Wakefleld Kirkgate. DS
bopes 10 soe thess irsins extended o and from
Wakelich] Wesigale, with o longaeym mm of &
throagh service 80 Leedh when tack capacity
Al
[hversion: Ancither interesting development in the
new mmetible nl]'r:-dwrm& of cerimin York -
Selby waina vis  Sherbwmein:Elmet, for uh:h
Selby District Hadl Users p has long cam
el I resies  some the Sheream -
s bois Bl when e Shelfield - Poatefrac -
tiemctable was cul, s well = providing a Iul
between Selby and the prowmimg industral estate
wlljacend bo Sheiburs sinlios
[Chomgre row: In the same area, Comiroversy over
the Castleford - Milford junclion cosure progessl
grinds oo, with the T Usprs Conaulagive
Commmitee for MNomh o [Eﬂmd sharing the
diribin ﬂq:lr:und by bt B andd  Ponlclract
Disorict Bail Action Ceoup about the legaley of the
closure motice. BR, however, refuses to conoede i
s ai fauli The Waj.n:'l'u:ld Scarhorough servioe
over the lime Bas been roducod o 8 Sunddays-only
operatson, but BE has aproed 10 pessme the joing
publicity campaign with the acon proup in &
effon W booss revenue - cven though 1998 mught
sl b the lsax csmmer i which it s, 1 wonader
i any [l.ri-.'ﬂr operabors wiomibl B nlengsbel e
Huriure!

i Pardevspili

Midlands

A mew Birmangham Hearlands siation, locsad =
ik intersoction of the Aslon - Stechicsil hie with
the Washwood Heath eracks, could ofler & major
:ril;l-:ﬂunll:r for il developerend 0 e Wiea
Bladlarads — as long ax & wile eanpe of comsple-
mentary miradrechare and servsces. s aluo @ place,
Thiz conchusion of the branch follows inlense
asacssmenl of the mcga et whdls in inkgsely
Pl o allrs e Funding 1r::t several soTes

The scheme could provide mamy beneficial mil
developments and help several ancas whene hene
are severe ack capacitly frobdeien

Hivwevier, there i muach comcem that ihe mitial
el liype was unduly peemsture in that ecenial
preliminesy consalimtion with relevant authorities
wink w0l undderiakem and that passenger sumveys and
lesulvly sbaties have will not been smanged.

The Hemmlsmds sation concept would mean the
concentration: of afl ImferCity and  iniomalsonal
services o the pew siatbon and for all

wevices 10 run i of via Hearlands as well as the
exiding ceniral cny sialion al MNew Strecl. The
wheme also psumes provision of an additional
Nizoro poule mnid diversion of the newly electrificd
Cross-Cicy [ime

In reafity these  addional propects may
materialise. The full Hearfands scheme, animally
mnouroed as @ E50 mallss project s mong kosly
W incur seound E300 millicss il Tully mplemenied
with all ihe sspportive infrastfucture.

A more Fendamciial ¢ondeim of the Bemnch i the
abwlity of Ierliey g0 deliver mol just o thaee-level
interratsonal siation. but all the nocesaary ancllary
tranagsai  Fks and  scioeces, ancluding Metro,
Centro gl Regional rabl links snd o new Black
Country  parkway, Withom ALL ithe connecting
sl macrchangs facilitks an place, the remole
Hetlanets statsn shoubd refsain no neoee than an

imeresiing concepl
Algn Bevas

fengish Hsal's comract o ¢ lemers for the Post
(Hifice is mp for remewal and BE's parcels secior is
Pl thaat it willl e climchesd by the aubsmin.

BR officisls sdmit that the covirommental Benclan
of leciers pod mil will pod be an jsae, The
fimal decision 15 almond ceriain by b made o6 1B
basia of price and *“quality of serviee™.
'fulm#rrmlt‘yll‘rrﬁulﬂ'ﬁwhm’:’tﬂﬂ

precn’”  awancmess programene which seemed
be limiied #o swilching some af @ vehecles by fm
om lead-free petrol.

Bl e cosnimiBesd o il wedn W Pemain with
the introdduction last yesr of reo new Roval Mail
Travelling Post OMce sceviced, ongé froem Perer-
i Cailisle via Crewe, and the other from
Carlisle 10 Peacrborough wa Newcasile,
Becauss of 1he new sonbbound servce, e curmeni
Eeraen - Carlisle TPO was heing speeded up and
extended o Glasgow.
Arounid 2.1 milloa first class iems are TPO-somed
each night with ss moch masl again comveyed for
wting elsewhere.

This mmvolves 630 siall and the nighily use af 37
TP, Abou a fifth of all mail tavels by train (o
ot beara pan of i jommey.

This compriscs 8 daily tally of |30 charoned rains
plus the use of arosd S passonper services

The recend chamges. wall allow mal poted m the
House of Commona 8 Sgen 10 reach Calsigon
im eime Tor the first Mighas — amd pe day
ivery— io Ehe Wiesicm [uke
Twa ciber TPOs, Whitchaven - Hsddersfield mnd
Peterboough - Crewe - Fﬁﬂ‘l‘l:l'l:lll.l'ltt wiere with
drawn lea year Bocine lhh becinme: “odil-
dlased™
The Chamarf Teamel q:en is now  wnlike
hefore September 1993 - which gives us a i
hmmmmumumquhmllndh-
prnd one.
Arvicles om the Froach oofics of Nanles, Housh,
s, Tours, Ovicans, Ssrasbourg, Mulhouse and
Verdunhave now been added 0 those alecady o
ihe siock=. An aricle on he noither ARdenned his
alsn bheen received amd one on ihe Lusembourg -
Liepe rosée s promsisd
Is any member iravellng o the Moselle walley,
especially hetween Koblene and Trier this sum-
mer? I an planning o spend & holday in
Paria? If s your Blp wiold be  parbculsdy
weloome in congribefing aficles of CoEEneREmnE Of
those abeady wnilen
Thas book, like our other milpaides, & & team
cflon. asd the more pople with knowledge who
coniribuls, the beiser i i likely o be
Further offem of help should be sent to Trevor
Ciarmmd, 15 Clapham Hoad, Lomesioff NR3D [RQ

Ihivers apree:  Fufty per cent of drivers i London
aay ey would use thear can less i public
mransport  improved.  Governmenst  response: Pl
femncisl prewsure on Britich Bail wo it makes hig
culs 1o sefvices in London.

Manchester is lookimg al ways o imgrove publss
transpor  afier imaffic congestion in
Cireater Manchesier is coshing £220 million a year,
A rmilway bridge a8 Wondledond, near Leeids, bas
o fitted with one amd 2 Balf =ch seel plaie o
mﬂ it from comntand bashing by Besy lomes,
of ihe mcompeienl, lmw-breaking  drrvers
s Evem sl
Lrovermemrad polficy: The number of company cam
usbruplcd Betwoen 1979 and 19, increasing
st Sl AMMD B [ ORSLINND,
Nwins grnge: The leadimg Swiss chescal shipper.
Ciba-Deigy, Sandos and Hoffman La Roche. Bave

fermend o poimd wodkimg pamy with Swiss Rail.
mimed ol reducing mad tffic im0 fooer of
geamiliid IFasupon.

Lorry canrping traine proposcd b0 mun nomh-sosth
theough France would seve E100 million a year in
motorsay mamemance oosts abong. The onc-sule
long trains wigh 100 lorries on baond would travel
every sin mimics @ 75 mph.

WESTMINSTER

Crossing the River
Disnwesims in ihe Howse of
Comisoen weie ¢l shon 1his spreng
by ithe approach of the election.
More changes were brought ghoul
by the armangemant of & mew
Farliamsem,

The London Docklands: Ball
dispmiasd the long-awaiied
cafension of Docklands Lighe
Railway woutl of the Thasses
Elmjl:r befoer the approach of the
edacninn emlad the alid Parlisnent,
ihe il was on 24
FEBRUARY cnabding ihe
Dexcklands Light Bailway to cross
with of g Thames

Netl Thame (C 11ford South) smid
the purpaose of the Bill was o permit
the exiemwion of the line frosm

Sl hiine Stans weder the frver 1o
Lewisham via Greenwick British
Hmil wision,

“h willl be elevated thaough the
Dreputon coeei area and conlinse on
pround level and in cutting along the
valley of the Ravensboums river,”
1wk indended thal consirecison and
oxperatice of the raitway womld be
enderialien by the privale secior.
Thits was the 1Lt nime in which the
prvaln soctor would relain
ounersiiap ol the works and
Fhdialiim g somsterol ot in
the operation of the milwey afier s
SOFRIFUCEN, A Cofdeuiaon
armangemeni would operme.

M Thaies s s Joder Mapies
T, Lowrsham 'Wess b and (Colin
Marprithan (L, Léwialiain Easl] were
enthusiastic about the proposals.
London Docklands Deseloprsent
Cowporation. Lomdon Tramspon has
e o e al o,

Four-year old baby

Midedred Gordon ( Lab, Bow and
i kel " The hing s & four-year

odidl bahy with tecthimg problema. To
enzeml Beloee the prihilems aiv
sortedd onl would be Judicrom. [ is
permicious that the mailway is
effectively being privatined by a
Privae BIL I i1 is cheaper o build
a turmel ai grosmd level. thal is whai
the company will do. If & is cheaper
Iix build an ugly raitway a8 a kwer
price, wiry mot?
Hoger Freemon (Pablic Transpon
Mlinister) said mn exiension of the
Pexcklandds Kailway o Lewisham
and Giressmuiach wiould provide
wilooene piores [or The poople of
wointh London 1o an isporant

cmployment cenine n Docklands.
The railleay would also b an
additeonad crossing of e Thames =
soncthing that was relatively
limited, even wigh the recent
opening of the Danfiond-Thurrock

The Uenvernmaont hasd supporicd the
principle of the privile secton fof fhe
sismple reaion that the progect would
be comypleted sooeer than woald
therumse Bave beon the case.
Without the privaie secios

I rictil wh (he prigecd, 1 might
have mken several more years.
“Thave words will be heasd many
maoee times,” sasd Mr Freeman, =The
Channc] Tunne] praject has boen a
remarkabds oscceas. The
rrvermumenl B live the peivale
sectods prov ishkon of the unne| & 5
oz achicvermenl.”

Badly designed
Hoarr Sk {Lab, Depiifond b said
she apoke bath o a conslifuency
member amd 2% 5 froni bemch
ipeaker on tranapor = Losdon
~l begin with the recoed of the
Pk lands Ligha Kalway,™ 1l was
bhasflly deipned, with & capacity fur
ti Bt for e potentzal demand
It wax another example of the
L rnmenl IFYing o el msw
NIRATUCTUre on e CReap.

The extermion wiild crese 3 sl
meoided cross-river link between cast
e woesth-ea London asd gresly
improee links withs the Docklands. [s
wis likely thar masry comemmers
wsifig an eakended DILKE would
ranader from their cars, Thal was
emrmamly important s cutting
pollution snd exsing road
gongeslEn. | was alse undoniable
iha [ K seefl sis exiemnion were
Tully soosaibie 80 peopde with
mability hasdicaps. This was
important gl a considerable
IMprovement on exiaing publs:
Rranapos] services in soesh London,
0 proguonals g0 irensder the
[HLE 8o the London Dk lands
Corporaisen, the
Labaur party had long argued thai
there should be o sormiegic plan Eor
eransport i London. 1 coulid not be
leffi i the operaticn of market
Foiges, Prvale compansss oould ol
and did not wieh 1o pick ap the
Feapsndai bty [or a coherind
trarspon network. B wes up 1o the
Chivvpdmmsenl b provads iBal
Framewark.
M Rahbinh aid b uppcd he

creeping privatisaiion of Danspen in
Lowsdon, and the tramsler fo the
LD was an oasirage. It was o
preluds b coenplete phivalinalsm
Theere had been no explanation of
P g rudway sysberm wader the
oegis of the Department of e
Emseionment would by co-ceilraieed
wigh the rest of the mil and bus
metwnrks in London

Public trasessport must operate in the
wider public interest, and masa have
as listhe impact as peesible on
Pesilemtial acas and comimuniey
facilities. Thad is why Govemmeni
sl lake responsiBulity For transpon
and he willing to wee pabdic money
where necessay for thear ohgctives
Tweoof the ressoms wivy there had
e a0 mmasy peebicms wigh the
DLR were the underfunding and
Chivermmeil s lack of coiititalinenl
1 ensuring thal i mn cifectively
Roue Baraes (S0, Cieeenwich) sand
that the poople of Greenwick must
e given the opporianitics prescnied
by Docllands. Congestion in the
mred, particuiardy when orossing ihe
river, was appalbng.

Even those who mavelled i wairk by
Ridls Rmt-':ddhmdh [
railway croaxing the river o Canary
‘Whaar! s 10 rminutes. and thon
taking them to the City,

The ralway s Foule through
Greenmich wan surpnsingly
wngesrplicaied, an almost ready-
made roule was avaslsble and it
windld gind lifle o bogal residents.
The line would stimulaie

dewve lopmenl and increase
investmeni in Greenwich own
comire. A greal walcrtnont
developmeni win plasmed for the
Torthonming decade, il o progsr
transport infrastnecture wouslkd have
B b e inficdd

She beopeed thezre would be no delay
o rocecdeg with the Bdl, B owould
mean the difference between o
om0l 100 prisistes and o of
perhaps an hour or more, stuck o a
v i Ehe Hlack wall unse|

Serious Objection

Adian Amas (O, Bexbam) said he
sprogly suppomed pahlic ransgen
im [Lomsdon and he frequently tried 1o
gt o work on the Daockilands Lagha
Railway. H [ollowed that he
suppodtad the et af the TR
1 bave one serious ehjection. How
can the management Be cupecied n
run an exiended sysiom o
Lewrhaem amnd Cireenwuh when
thay cannod run ihe present system?
DLE Limiied most be (e miose
hadly managed and incompeienily
ran jpart of the whaole Lomdon
Irasagsart sywiom. | have wanded

WATCH

mione [Eme hanging aroend for trains
andd Bamey (han | gafe 1o rersember.™
The Governmeni were right 1o
ransler Ih management of e DLE
0 ihe LD for no other reason
e ohey coiilil riaet (e weodse Bhan
LLomsfon Transport had

Tower Cialeway cxcalaor was olten
ool of service. Theme was no oo-
ool BeEla o FiRiles
Siratfoed and the connecting taina
ml Crosaburhour i Tower Galeway
and Bank. The dismapsion s bad
Bexcaiiag i1 i daily, be aaid

“1 say yos 1o the cxlemsion, bul only
if e management are paad by
Fesnlts derecely relaied 1o DLEs
relinbiliy and punciuality. the only
moontive bo bring sbosi mdical
Emprovements im the operalion of
e newly exiended sysiem. The
DLE b superts in concept but
dvpraceful in ity concepiion.”

Lack of planning

Harry Cales (L, Levion) sxid the
Tt thuat THLE was & disaaser was
Because ihe Gonvermment Fad buil o
o I claeap, 18 was an daample al
market forces @ work and of wha
happened when there was & Bk af
proper planning im baslding such &
pyuleim. Mamers would ool Be much
bt i the DD had coganised
the syutgm wihes ol [l appeansd,
bat e LR e et i DOty
opralor, 18 wosld gontsol the
raitway onky as 5 ferd step owands
privatiaation. The diszaer winild
comtinue 83 @ resull of the
CEirvermiticdil s ¢Bangn Qo

Mls Gordon could sell her
cosililieiins hors shic hasd de lenadosd
their inieresis when the Govermment
md the LIDDY wasdad 6o walk all
over them. As Mx Buddock said, ke
Labsir pary welohmes inveulimest
in new peablic tranaport

infrasiFi g

Such investmonl had been grossly
lscking w15 years of the pressn
v rmimici.

Thiz conitiol of Lindon's Branspn
wias boing Fragmaonicd.

“The tramsder of the Bl 1o ke
LIMRT hald way sherousghs wis
Proceeilings was disgracelel. 1 was
Wi i i ipal bocause ome
could mot ensasre the sirategic
filannang for London tranport a2 a
wholke It broke up managesnent of
the Bransport nefwenk. 1 woas abso g
waep in the direction of
pevealisaln,”

Closing the dehase. My Thome sl
e omigiral railway s designed
fior 25 00} peosple 0 dary. Ir was now
wiceaiel 1o caser for 1000 0N

The Billl was given o thied reading
andl fasasd

EDITED BY JACK ELLIS, STUART McNAIR AND LLOYD BUTLER



Rocks off the road

Iy GEOFFREY SYER

The absurdiy of the Covemment's lack ol
commitment 10 mil and s preforenoe lor mad s
being shown up i & plan specilcally mmed m
cutiing podlution

Too redhioe acid run, four coal-burmng  power
siaioms in the Aedlamds ase a0 Be fimed wich
devsaiphimiaalinon ogui e

One ol the stalhoss, Racliffe on Soar, Mogis, will
moed T pecerve MMLDEED (opads of Himesinne every
VEE,

It has et b0 be dectiled whether the Bimosions will
come from Wirkswonh or Busion quamics whsch
are hoth in Derfryshiee snd on 1|'H.'-h1.pl of the Peak
Dostrace Matseeal Park.

There s & rmil link botweon Weksworth ssd
Ratchille nesihig only minor aitenison alter wearm
il dhisiine

bt has been calculaied thal and Irain & day weald
be emough 10 camy the stone oompared wuh 100
muFrements by bomy,

Yet amsazingly an arpumenl is il going on as o
whether the limesione should po by rosd or redl.
Powergen is said i be weorried thal using rad s
e ENpensive

Bad e use of lormes would go lar sowands
mepating the whale parpose of he cutrcise - i
reckaoe ol lubion

The Cowveinmenl meswhae claime 8 wands (o
clean wp the esvinceament.,

The MP fur Wea Dierbyshire Patrick MeLoughlin
was & junsor Misiver in the Minisory of Transpon
jaret we &l kmow  whas  vhal  meask - Wil
g faoesl undersisement. be is quaoted ay aying
he 1 el againag rosd irameporn”

Sice Mr McLouglin wan retsimed ar the peneral
clection with am increased magonty, the oullool for
rail s mon good

However an crganisalion callsd Hocks off the
Romd is fighteng the mames sl i emguiring aboi
a promise by the old Cengral Elecinciry Lesembng
Board (supposcdly grven belose i1 was povalsed)
o e il

Rocks = moeivesg support from  Labour, e
Li¥eral Dicrmasirats Sl the Careei.

Originally 10 power simtions wene w0 be Gitled with
de-sulphurnann equipment. Now % only (o
They arc Raxtilfe, Rupeley, Staffs, Dwax, Yeork-
whire and Fermybeidge, Workshire.

If you wani o oontad Bocks all (e Hosld, nng
Migel Cihigan on DHI9 56347 or Cireg Clare on
20 SEG0T

B Emichife b the svenil Wi ower slstion s

Heitain for salphur dicside omissions, sgonling o
Frnends of the Eamh

This iv the new book prodicced by RO
for hiphlight some of the good news on
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firirish Kol I gives deraift of whnch
limey amd siefowy e Feopered i the

recemt rail  rendicance  bur B ol
explatny the routes which BOS i fight.
img do have reopercd a the future, For
small amoialy of morey, compared o
it vasd ety wasied on reads, really
wieful limky can be pod back im place
giving people d chamor oace apoein o
trared By renil, The boak ix already
sedlimg well, Crder vour copy from BDS
sales afficer Al Harwood, 139 Har.
rowdene  Crardens. Teddimgron,  Midly
WD DN, v oeosts £5.70 (including
pod v percking ), Malke chegues pay-
aldle to KLY
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