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“A DECADE OF SUCCESS

RDS, 1en years old this month, estab-
lished as the nationwide independeni
valuntary body for rail users. it has
grown from 498 membaers, thraa
branches and a handfull of rail users’
groups in 1978 to 2000 mambers, 15
branches and owvoer 70 affiliated users’
groups today.

We have grown enough to afford a
compuler and & part-time pald Adminis-
trative Officer — bul everyona else
working for the Society is an unpaid
voluntear. This is part of the Society's
strangth, for i can speak its mind
without fear or favour, it is close 1o the
concarns of ordinary rail wsors while
being able o maintain productive rela-
tions with many bodies: managameant,
unionsg, private firms, local authornties,
athar voluntary bodies and paliticians
of all parties.

An gncouraging E1700 has also badn
raised by members in the last eight
months towards our  Anniversary
appeal. Thank yoau ta all who have
contributed. it has helped us to finance
our campalgn for Midland Main Lina
electrification, our high guality leaflet
on Light Rapid Tramsit, our booklat “Ato
Z of Rail Reopenings” and “FIGHTIMNG
FOR RAIL®, a 36 page illustrated book to
mark our tenth anniversary

The book chronicles the history of the
Society and its achisvements, covering
in detail such issuss as fraight, electrifi
cation, theé Channeél Tunnel and BR
finance whila seming oul develepmanis
and palicy wa should like to sas in tha
next tan years,

FIGHTING FOR RAIL is obtainable from
Alan Harwood (address on back page) at
£1.80 plus 35p postage.

Ten Years of RDS — see Centre Pages
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Who Should Run
Our Trains?

This is the question posed by a new RDS
Imaflet, in response 1o cerain Consarva-
tive paliticians who have raised tha
controverzial issue of privaiisation of
BR.

So far these Conservatives have nof
brought foraard a single shred of
evidence to prove that a privatised
railway would give a botter senvice to
USETS.

Such evidence may be hard 1o coma by
and pro-privatisalion angumeénts ane
based on pure speculation. In every
country in Europe, and most in other
parts of the word, the railwaeys are
mainky or entiraly run by the state in the
interasts of the community as a whaola,

Our leaflet examines the possible
opticns suggested by these politicians,
The creation of smaller regional com-
panies would almost cartainly lead 1o a
fragmentation of the natwork. Splitting
up the Mational Bus Company has
hardly bean a resounding success; bus
uzage declined by 6% in the first year of
daregulation.

Salling off the natwork in its antirety -
BR plc = would ba the leasi damaging
option, but the proponants of this coursae
do not explain if Government grants for
Provincial and Network SouthEast ser-
wvices would continua, or whathar thare
would still be a TUCC structure 1o
prOTREL USErs,

Of course there 1= & role for private
imvolvement in railways. Private cash
built & mew station at Dorchester, many
private finms have their own wagons
wihila a Building Sociaty was invohied in
restoring a through sarvice batwaon
Preston and Bradford, This sort of
imeolvarnant, coupled with input by
lpcal authorities and voluntary bodies in
a consortivm with BH, 5 the saénsibla
way Torward for Settle-Carlisle, for
Exarmphe.

BR has its faulis — and RDS will continue
o press management forimprovemeants
= but we need a coherant national
network which, 10 date, no-one has
shown that they can provide better than
BA,

10 000 copies of our leaflet have Desn
produced and ara available from the
General Secretary or 1he Publiciy
Officar.




THEY SAY IT DOESN'T PAY

Who Needs the
Settle-Carlisle Line?

The answar comas in four parts: local
paople, long-distance iravellers, tounsts
and fraight opearators.

In bad Pennine waather, traing are safar
and more reliable than road wvehicles,
That is ane raason why local trains warne
raintroduced on the line in 186,

The line is imporiant 16 long-distance
travellers as the only reasonable diver-
signary route when the West Coast
Main Ling is closed. Usage of the East
Coast Main Line is increasing as electrifi-
cation presses norhward, while the
West Coast ling is already heawvily used
gouth of Crewa. A third alternative,
using the Midland Main Line and Settle-
Carlisla is likely 1o ba more valuabie in
the future.

Of course, any railway through rugged
terrain is relatively costly to maintain
and operate. So additional traffic that
provides extra revenua should be
weleomed, Towrist tralfic has grown so
much in recant years, with aggressive
markating, that this line now financially
outperforms any other BR Provincial
gervice. This is good for regular users
and the local economy = for laurism i
this country's biggest growith industry.
It can créate jobs in this area, where
there are few alternatives.

Long distanca freight is likaly to use this
route if, as predicted, the Channel
Tunnel leads to heavy growth in Eure-
pean freight traffic after 1993, The
Settle-Carlisle offers the shortest roule
from Glasgow to the Continent.

The option of salling off Settle-Carlisla
1o private anterprise is likely 16 leave
people with no more than an occasional
staam train in the summaer, If this line
closes, lines in the West Country, Wales,

FOR SALE

ADS has obtained a copy of the Lazard
Bros. prospectus being sent to those
who express an intérest in buying the
Settle-Carlisle line. As we suspected,
any private line would not be properly
imegratad into the BR network. BR
would not allow the private company 1o
fun imio Loeds, thus knocking an tha
head any idea of traffic batween the Eas?
Midlands, Yorkshire and Scotland using
the route,

The prospectus also indicates that
ammunition traffic to the MOD depot at
Warcop, using the northern part of the
line, iz expected to cease. Presumably
this highly dangerous freight wil go by
road. Why wene wa nof tald this in the
statemant thal David Mitchall was given
1o read to the House of Commaons on 16
May ...

East Anglia, the North and Scotland
could be likewise threatened.

Soma Government spokesman  have
racenthy bean backpedalling, saying that
thiz line is a unique cass and not a
paointer to what may happen elsewhere.
Lat us examing their reasoning.

“BR proposed the closure, nol the
Gowvernmant™. Actually, the Govern-
ment niver proposes closures: It puts
BR into a financial position where it s
somatimeas forced (o close limes.

“Ribblehaad viaduct is a special casa™,

Wasn' Barmowth bridge also
thraataned bacause of high repair costs?

Anti-Closure Fund

At the beginning of September this
important ADS fund, financed entirely
from meambers’ donations and indi-
widual fund-raksing efforts, stood at
£205. The fund has bean depleted by the
nead to spend monay fighting tha
Settle-Carlisle closurs.

Donations, howawer small or large,
are always welcomed by the Genaral
Secretary (address on back pagel.

Settle-Carlisle Petition

A petition form  was sent fo every
mambar of the Soclety with the August
Raihwatch. These forms must be
returnid by the EMD OF QCTOBER a1 ==,
latest (nol as previously stated) 1o Py .
Shaw, 33 Temple Rhydding Drive, Bail-
don, ¥West Yorks, BDAT GPX.

it is essantial 1o include the address of
the signatory on thess forms. The
inclusion of anything other than signa-
ture and acdress, however. will render
the particular shest imealid

Wasn't Goobe-Gilbardyke? Bul
ware both saved.

“Wae can't afford to spend public monay
on fines used by tourisis™. Thae PS0
grant doas not diferentiate betwesn
towris! and non-lourist use. Why should
it, when tlourist-generated business
banefits local communities?

This ling neads to be part of the national
rall network, with a regular all-ye
sarvice subject to the watchdog procé-
dures of the Transport Users” Consulta-
tiva Committes and run by professional
railway workers, Only then can it
continue to fulfil its four major roles.

thay

AND WHAT ABOUT THE CONSUMER?

Travor Jones Visits the 1988
Consumer Congress

| had the privilege of representing RDS
nationally at the 1988 Consumer Con-
gress in Newcastle-upon-Tyne in July,
As in past years, | anended the all-day
Public Transport workshop which, this
waar, looked at both bus and rail from
the point of view of the passenger.
The workshap drew up the following
resolution, which was subsequenily
passad by the lull congrass;

“Thit Congress belioves that an

gnforceable code of good practice
for the operation and provision of
public transport should ba developed
in order to engsure that public trans-
port meets the needs of all passen-
gers including people with disabili-
ties and 1o help make public transpor
woark for all mambars of the public,

A consumer working party will be
established by the Consumer Con-
greess 1o draft a code of good practice.
The working party will draw up the
code of practice making use of the
information generated by and

reports and discussions at the 1983
transport workshop, The working
party will consult with all the 1988
workshop participants and  other
membars of the Consumer Congress
and athar relevant bodies. The wark-
ing party will present the code to the
1989 Confarence for formal adoption
by Consumaer Congrass”,

Anyone with any good ides for inclusion
may communicale same to ma - short
to-the-point  type-written leiers are
mara likely 1o be taken nota of than long
hand-writtien axamples.




The Editor’'s View — Butis it Art?

In recent years traveldlecs on London’s
busas and tubes heve had o contend
with a new sspect of urban squalor,
imported from the Mew York subway.

To refer 1o this blight by the rathar
ovarblown Italian word which B mor-
mally usad to describa it is to alevate its
status beyond any daserving. Daubing,
sailing, and smearing are words which
batter express the sordid and infantile
natura of the act of disfiguring traing
and buses by spray can or fell pen.

‘What do the practitioners of this alleged
art galn by destroying the very public
transport on which those who cannat
afford to drive, or are debarred Lsing
from it by disability, redy?

While this pain in the syes continues,
millians of pounds worth of damage will
b dome 1o public transporl wvehicles
each  year, London Underground
Limited are coping bravely, managing
to almost aliminate damuga &5 0L LCUrs
— put it is impossible to clean the railing

stock completely and unsightly ghost
SMaars are avar prisant,

The question is, what can, or should,
ADS be dolng abouwt 17

What Bright Spark ....

Decided to put fares information at the
EMND of BR"s talking timatablas? Suraly
most paople will not nead to listen 1o the
whole of the timetable to find a comve-
nignt train, but will almost certainky
wish 1o know the fare.

BUILDING FOR
THE FUTURE

Tha RDS publication “A-Z of Rail
Raopanings” lists 450 rail stations that
have bean suggested for recpaning.

One of these, Arlesay. on the Hitchin=
Biggleswade line, s seen under con-
struction, Ay least 2 more statiens are
expected during 1988,

nternational Ticketing and Marketing

Whan the go-ahead was green for the
Channel Tunnel, it was anticipated that
BR would begin 1o make an extra afort to
incraase thair shara of International
traffic during the years leading up to the
projected opening date in 1552, Many
rail users from cutside Londan and the
Home Counties weare hoping that, for
them, connections to Cantinantal desti-
nations would become much sasiar by
way of direct services to South Coast
farry poris and simplified through-
ticketing arrangaments,

This is not to be for the time being, as
during correspondence with BR on
bahalf of the Passangar Committes, it
was discovered that from May 19BE
international tickets would only be
igsued from either London or the
depariure port, with passangars being
reguirad to purchase Saver Tickats from
thair local stations. After further corres-
pondence, it was established that both
tickets can ba abtainad from “principal
BR travel centres. Also, in order to

provide statistics showing the numbar
of passengers who commence thair
journeys in the provinces, the domeastic
tickets will indicata the destination 10 be
London International or, presumabdy,
Dover International.

There are, furthermors, continuing
doubis as to whai is meant by “princi-
pal® travel centres. Reporis parsist of
plans to cutl thea number of centres
authorised to issue intermational tickets
{(Yorkshire Post 20 January), This is
thought to be yal snother consequisncs
ol seclorised accounting and will, of
course, resull in longer gqueuss Al
already busy cantres and lass business
al alresdy gquist ones, thus leading to
proposals to close more of the latter = a
technigua which the Post Office has
already developed to a fine art!

Maanwhile, on 4 July, an article in The
Indepandant announced that BR is 19
cease ticketing and timetabling services
for much of the cantinantal rall network,
handling only bookings and inguiries

for border-to-border or plum intes-city
routes. They will, for example arrange a
booking from Paris to Mice butl not 1o
Cannes. A BR spokesman denied any
threat to European rail harmony, saying
that policy would be reviewad when the
Tunnel was closer to completion,

The British-based foreign rail operators
hiave said that this action has breachad a
1876 accond. RDS, therefore, hopes that
SMCF, DE and other operstors can
perauads BR to changs this backward-
lzoking policy as soon as possible,

To commence & programme of market-
ing and advertising just prior to the
opening of the Tunnel may be too late to
EETI e effactividy with codach
operalors, who will, undoubtably, offer
express services (o Paris or Brussels via
Euratunnal shunle trains,

Mambers are, therefore, asked to write
to thelr MPs, requesting them to urge
BA to reverse its retrograde steps,

Mike Braslin
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REOPENING IN THE ARDENNES

On the norhern edge of the Belgian
Ardennes Hes Eupen — a toswn of 17 (00
people — comparable in size to Bicaster,
Wisbach, Dereham or Clitheros.

Together with cartain other smallar
places in the extreme sast of Belgium, it
lost its rail passenger services in the
19505, When | first visited Eupen, in
1876, the old station building stood
forlornly beside a weed-covared (rack
usod by occasional reight trains, mainiy
bringing timber from further sowth in
the high Ardénnes,

A redurn visil this Awgust revealed a
transformation. The four-mile branch to
Eupen from the Brussels-Cologne main
lime was reopenad in 1984 and a smian
nena gtation built. Had this been Britain,
chances are that a shutthe sarvice would
hava run from an unstaffed halt to the
main-ling junction. The Belgians, how-
gver, like most of owr EEC pariners,
spand mora par head of population tham
us. The branch has been electrifiad
and stafl a1 the impressive bao-storey

Rt

Passenger 1ing em
Freight line ==
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station building sall tickets to anywhiare
in Belgium {and some places outside ik,
There are even cycle-hire facilities,

Six Inter-City traing a day work through
1o Eupen from Ostend, whilst ten local
traing & day run 1o Verders, the neaanest
large town and beyond to the resort of
Spa. Once the Channel Tunned is buik,
Eupan will be just one changa of train
away from London!

It was also encouraging to sea that, as in
this country, local woluntary groups
somatimas mun charter trains on freight-
anly lines: that which runs south frem
Eupen is dug 1o have its next excursion
on 4 September (8 club in the town,
sponsongd by a local business, charar-
ed a two-hour trip with a ramble,
barbecus, raffle and magic show at the
other end).

| have written to the organisers conwviy-
ing the good wishes of RDS for thair
endeayours.

Trevar Garmod
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Just Fancy That

Consultanis whao helpad improve British
Airecays' tarnished image, before the
airline was privatised, have now boen
hired to improve the raibsay’s.
Guardian

The 15 par cant rise in commutar traffic
imto London ower the past thrée years
was not foresaan by any econamisis, let
alone BA.

Guardian

150 poople werd killisd last yaar when &
e craze for train surling (riding on the
roofs of commuter trains} swept Ric de
Jameing,

Daily Expross

Travellars and railman have been foed-
ing & squirrel which has taken up
regidenca at the end of platforms 12 and
13 at Edinburgh Wavarley station.
Scolsman

Britain's Transport Secretary Paul
Channon promises that a Common
Markel decision o abolish national
restrictions on lorries from 1932 will not

make a “wppence of difference” to the
lewvel of traffic in Britain.
Guardian

Property deals contributed £263 million
to British Rail's £290 million “surplus®.
Daily Telegraph

Commuters laid a bomb on the ing near
Tranto in Norham Haly bacause they
wera so angry about a decision to close
the line. The police said the ling was
buckled by the blast.

Guardian

Each weak a four-kilo case of maggots
travals by BR's Red Star Parcel servics
from Baoxborough 1o Arbroath for local
fisharmen — that's about a million
maggols a yedar.

Sheffiald Gazetie

A spot palice check an lorrias ravelling
through Cambridgashire showed that a1
least hall were fauity or illegal. The
shock survey results wera labelled as
“frightaning” by a county road safely
EET

Cambridge Evening News

What the

The Need For Change

Britain has the highest comrmuter fare
levals in the word asccording to
the editor of Jone's Urban Transport
Systems,

Financial Timas

Company car lax concessions ang cost-
ing £2.3 billion, according bo Edinburgh
Central MP Alistair Darling. He wanis
the parks stopped and taxes put on
firmis' city contre car parks.

Edinburgh Evaning Mews

More than half of all new cars are sold to
COmpaning,
Friends of tha Earth News

Patrol is cheaper in Britain than any-
whaore @lse in Europe aven allowing fas,
tourist price concessions offered
SOme countries. o
Bognor Dbsarver

A fatal road accident is now costed
at £500 000 by the Department of
Transport.

Diaily Express

Railway bridges are increasingly at risk
from dangerous driving on the roads.
Last year there were more than :ﬂﬂ-
incidents in which road vehiclas hit rail
bridges.

Timas

The Right Way Ahead

Car driviers pay a £3 a month levy in the
Wast German town of Loarrach if they
wse the vehicle o go towaork. It pays for
a 0% reduction in faras for people who
go by public transpor. The town i
reporiedly cleanar and guieter 85 b
resull

Pl Cyclist

As an alternative to the company car,
the city council of Muonsior, West
Germany, has bought 80 cycles for s
employess 10 use,

MNew Cyelist

Rall schemes worth £2.3 billion are
being considered by Transport Secre-
tary Paul Channon after a Central Lon-
don Rail Study report.

Daily Telegraph

& private firm swanis to build a £400
million underground raibway  linking
Watafloo to the Isle of Dogs via London
Bridge and Surrey Docks,
Diaily Tekegraph
Plymouth is considering building a £600
mififign light rail network.
Waestern Morning Mews
Southampton is consldering a £30 mill-
ion light rail nebeork,
Daily Telegraph




papers say

Progress

British Rail, for so long the butt of music
hall jokes, is in danger of Decoming a

succass story.
Guardian

The ling from Porsmouth  through
Warthing, Brighton, Lewses and Hastings
should be improved and the line from
Hasnings to Ashlord showld be slec
trified 1o give Sussex and Hampshire
battar sccess 10 the Channel Tunnal
The Depariment of Transport wanis 1o
“improve” the A27 coastal road which
will githar blight hundreds of homes o
cut through beautiful virgin downland,
‘West Sussex Gazatta

~ars have been banned from the city
atre of Florance because of car pollu-
tion and conpgastion. Buses now run to a
propar timetable and come every four

minuies,
Guardian

A schame in Singapore is estimated to
hawve cut traffic by 44 per cent, Cars with
fewar than three passengers have to
pay for an 80p per day ticket which thay
must display on the windscreen. Hong
Kong meanwhile is planning an alec-
tranie schame which bills the maotorist
for uging the road after “reading” the
car numbanplate

Obsarvar

If the Deparment of Transport wishas 1o
i@ @ modérn railbway for the 21st
century it may have actively to ancour-
age BR to undertske the necessary
invastmeant, sakd the all-party Commons
~~Committes on Transport,

Financial Times

The grant system under section 8 of the
1974 Railways Act miust be stréngthened
if freight is to benefit from the Channael
Tunnel, according to a think-tank se1 up
by the Glamorgans and Gwanl. It wanis
a8 “strategic” terminal at Severn Tunnal
Junction, a Freightlinar terminal for
container traffic at Cardiff, road.rail
terminals throughout South Wales and
mara privaie sidings,

Western Mail

Fact Fila

At Last a catalogue of library and archive
material held by the Society has been
producad in order to help members and
usar groups better resesrch their cam-
PEIgng.

This 24 page AS size bookiat lisis around
750 books, reprints and publications
available for boan. Copies from Ray King
{address on back pagel at £1.50inclusive
of postage,

WHSMITH
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Graham Coffen prosents & copy of “Surrey & Sussex by Rail™ to Mawn Brown, BR Area
Manager (Brighton] warched by London & Home Countias Branch Chalrman Triver Jongs an

26 Awngust

The thirmeen litles available are:-

East Anglia by Rail

Midlands by Rail

Fivia Shires by Rail

Marth East by Rail

Kent and East Sussox by Rail
Cheshire and North Wales by Rail
Lancashire and Cumbria by Rail

IS YOUR RAILGUIDE
LIBRARY COMPLETE?

If not, visit a good bookshop or contact the Sales Officer
(address on back page).

South Waest by Rail

Scotland by Rail

Yorieshire by Rail

Thames and Downs by Rail
WWales and tha Marches by Rail
Surrey and Sussex by Rail

OGO
RDS People

Phil Strong is about 10 stand down as
Lincolnshire Branch secretany, as he will
shorlly ba moving o Sussex. The
branch has grown steadily in size and
influence since 15 formation, with Phil
as Secretary, in 1984, John Saunders of
Stockwell Gate, Whaplode, Spalding,
Lincs. PE12 BUE takes owver as Acting
Secretary until the AGM

Pater Madsen is the new Wossex Branch
Socrotary. His address is; Dunedin,
Bridge Road, Bursledon, Southamplon
203 aaAL (Tel. Bursledon 3277). Dannis

Thady (Waessexford, Upper Woodlord,
aalisbury, Wilts. SP2 6NU) s Branch
Publicity Officer. Jon Honeysett remalinsg
a8 Chairman,

The addresses of new National Execu-
tive mambears are as follows (others can
be found in the Members” Handbook):

Holen Broadbent, 52 Hillview Drive,
Clarkston, Glasgow G76 7JD.

Chrig Burton, 789 Tenison RAoad, Cam-
bridge, CE1 2BG

David Sallery, 77 Flord Isa, Prestatyn,
Chasyd, LL19 BDY.
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1978
RDS formed fram RIS and RDA
RDS publizhas first *Guide for Rail Users Groups®

1973
First “Railway Development News"” produced in AS format
“Your Local Trains in the '805" published

1980

First Mational Conferance of Rail Users' Groups arganisad by ADS
BR adopts “This is the Age of the Train®™ slogan

RV, Banks maots Parliamantary Secretary 1o Minister of Transpaort
TI||'r'|H and Wear Matro opans

Barmauth Viaduct undar thraat

RS publishes “Railfreight or Juggerneul?®

1581

Woodhead Route Closas

Robert Aickman, RDS Vice-President, dies

GLC “Fares Fair® Policy introduced = 5% cuts

Spaller amendmant, allowing axperimeantal reopenings, passed by Parhameant
Supplement (o “Your Local Traing in the BXs" publishad

1982

Rail Strikes

Dr Caton appointed Chairman; Mr Banks appointed first President of RDS
East Anglia Branch Tenth Annnsarsary

Mr Banks diasg

“How 1o fight a Rail Cut® published

Firat “Rail Development Weeak” hald

1883

SERPELL Rapaort (proposing major cutbacks in rail systam) published

Patition (with 25,000 signatures) against any further rail closures, presentad to 10
Downing 51

“Rallway Development Mews” changed to Ad format

First station to banefit from “Speller &ct™ (Finhoe, Devon) reopenad éxpanmanially
ER proposes singling of several sections of double-track routas to save money
“Bring Back the Trains™ publishad

1584

Raibways into Roads [(Sir Alfred Sherman) study publishad

Sir John Betperman [(RDS Vice-Presideni) dies

East Coast Main Line Electrification schame approved

RDS Conference “Transportation in Metropolitan Areas”
Settle-Carlisle, Goale-Gilberdyka, and Stratford-Tottenham Hale Closure Motices
publizhed

BR abandon proposal to single part of the Ipswich-Moredch Main Line
“A Voice for Raill Users”™ published

BRCounty Councils Association *Review of Rural Railways”™ published
First RDS Railguide publishad

1585

Goole-Gilbardyke reprieved

First issue of "RAILWATCH™ published
Deregulation of Bus St implEamanted

1586

British and French Prime Minigters announce go-ahesd for rall-based Channal Tunnal
Marylebone and lines 1o Harrow and Mortholt Junctien reprieved BR abandon plans
ta close Readham-Yarmaouth Hne

Darnoch Rall Bridgs schema abandoned

Alan Bevan alected Chairman; Dr Caton appointed President

Soclety alectrification campaign launched

1587
RDS zats up South London Line Lisers” Group
Docklands Light Railway opens

1568

“#A-F of Rail Re-oponings”™ published
13th Railguide published

Channal Tunnal in progress

East coast alectrification continues
ROE Grows from strangth 1o strengih
2000tk member enrollad?

“Fighting for Rail® Published
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Roland Victor Ba

RDS, is commemorated b,
plague shown right, at Bea
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It would be inexcusabla 1o launch our
Tanth Anniversary issue withoui men-
tion of our Founder and First President,
the lata Roland Vicior Banks

Having joinad the Railway Invigoration
Society in 1980 he acted as its Pross
Qfficer, becoming Chairman in 1975, He
was largely responsible for implament
ing the merger batwsen that organisa-
tion and the two areas of the Raibsay
Dewelopment Assatation which bed to
the birth af the ADS just ten years ago
He continued to act &s Press Officer for
the new organisaiion virually wniil his
death in May 1882,

At the time of his death the Society’s
main goal was 1o reach a membarship
of 100 = noww the figure stands at naarly
Pwrce thiat

As a former Elecirical Enginaar, raikhway
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ING THE BANKS DREAM

mectrification on the scale envisaged by
the 18987 BR/D.Tp |joint rewview s
another of his major goals, as was tha
constructhion &f a8 rall-based Channel
Tumnel, Whilst the katier is naww in sight,
thea prasent Governmeanl seem (00
obsessed with Provalisation 1o give the
merits of large-scale electrificatiion the
considaralion they desarve,

How then do we match up to the Banks
draam after tan years = and hiow will we
fara in the mext ten? There is no dowbt
that the Society will have plenty to keep
it oocupied wall into the 215t ceniury
wnlass = like Saul of Tarsus on the road
1o Damascus — poaliticians of all paries
s the blinding light of reality and the
riegl potéential for a properly developed
ralhway System as an integral part of a
truly Europssan nebhandrk.

John Barfield

Members of the Channel Tunnel Association congratulate the
RDS on reaching its tenth Anniversary.

Although it is only a small group of enthusiasts, the Channel Tunnal Association is
mow 25 years old and exisis 1o help study all aspects of the Tunnal

It waltomes new meambéers [Subscription £5), particularty those whose interests
nclude the new sarvices through tha Tunnel,

For details sand SAE to: 44 Wastbourna Terrace, London W2 3UH

A DECADE OF SUCCESS

"IkS, the founder of the
' a seat, which bears the
stead station,
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Counting the Cost
Dar Sir,

| cannot agres with Michasl R. Barrett
(AWZE) that raibways should be run on a
narrowly commarcial basis,

Whilst it is undoubtably true that com-
petition betwean rail and road would be
fairer if raibway  infrastructure was
funded on the same basis as road
imvesiment, this would not, by itself,
tackle the more subtle gquestion of
“mxternalities” such as pollution, noise
of visual impact.

Why? Mainly becawsa it is impracticable
to put & financial value on, say, a listed
building oF guister urban environmant.
Rumning railways sclaly on a commer-
cial basis assumes that fares paid by
usaers réflect the external benefits (and
costsl of the railway o5 a form of
transpart. In praclics they do not.

Alsa, | have not yel seen any workable
meathad of running roads and private
rosd transport g8 some kind of commaer-
cial activity, Nobody makes a profit on
thair car — they have to go 1o wark in
order o earn money 1o pay for L In
effect, tharefore, cars are 8 “private
safvica”, not 8 commarcial activity. Why
should railways be subject to much
mgre stringent commarcial criteria?

Thers is ong further snag to the balance
shioot approach to life. That is that,
ultimataly, nothing has any intrinsic
walue, It would be quite possible
to make a financial casa for putting
a motoresy throwgh the grounds of
Buckingham Palace, or mining coppar
in Snowdonia, but the environmental
costs would be huge.

Running rallways efficlenily s some-
thing we should all aim for — but anly
aftar these more fundamental guestions
surrsunding transport policy have baen
considensd,

Yours faithiully,
Philip Bisan,
Shirley,
Southampton
Road Wars
Dear Sir,

| have baon fortunate 16 have had the
opportunity of travelling, by rail, to
many parts of our lovely planet, both
aast and west.

From the Canadian Pacific to the rail-
ways of tha Soviet Unlan (and of many
olher couniries 100 NUMercus I meEn-
tion] this mode of transport is, in my
opinlan, vastly suparior to all the others,
I get sick in planes and ships and | am
afraid of roed afraid travel!

When | consider the ghasily “Road
War” in this country alone, it's maimed
and slaughtared victims, il saams 1o me

insana that the Government cannot ba
forced to stop this daily carmage by
forced doing the only sane thing:
sdequately finance the upkesp and
expansion of the country's railways
while taking the maney from the rosd
Iobly eriw wha cause all the earnage —
the dead and the broken bodies — and
rmiake the punishment fit the erime for all
motorists (spaading, drunk of whatewer)
whio go on killing and maiming on the
roads of Britain every single day.

Elizabeth Fulton

Passive Choking

Daar Sir,

Whilst | would take lssue with Mrs
Muallish (R 36| that the risks of passive
smoking areé “wall astablished”, | do
agres that smoking and non-smoking
areas on (rains should be kept separate
as far as poasible.

Az a smoker | much prefer 1o be in a
totally smoker-cccupied carriage away
from the disapproving looks of anti-
smokars (as opposed to non-smokers),
Besides which, | den't like to see people
looking so worried; they really should
try to relax more and enjoy lifal

Yours faithfully,
David Bruck,
Homchurch,
Essox

{1 find it impossible to “relax and enjoy
life® in & train whera | am forced to feeal
nauseous by other poople’s smoke
fumas. Cne third of all deaths are dua o
smoking-related disesses; thera s no
significant causs of lung cancer ather
than nigarﬂ:‘ﬁ_ﬂ smoking. Under these
circumstances it is  questionable
whather smoking con be iolérated on
public transport at all. |, for ona, would
support a total ban — tha London
Underground is a much nicer place to ba
since the GLE bannad smoking. ED)

Chunnel

Dear Sir,

RDS members may recoliect that , when
the question of a fixed channal link was
considered earlier in the 1880's, the
Thatcher adrministration insisted that
the link should be & drive-through
facility for cars, buses and lorries. The
successiul “Eurotunnal® rail scheme
was chosan on condition that the prom-
aters should bring forth plans for a
drive-through road tunnel by the year
2000. But axtra tunnaels would be built
only if the capacity of that now under
construction proved inadequaie. The
Eurotunnal Chairman, Mr Alistair Mor-
ton, said in a conference in June 1587
that extra tunnels would probably be for
another rail link. “But it could be a road

tunned if the British and French railways
failed to seize their opportunities”, he
added, Obviously, “seiring oppor-
tunilies” means extending the UC
gauge Ligne a Grand Vitesse from the
Tunnal 1o London and bayond,

Whatewer transport mode is adopted for
the wnnel, that form of transport will
dictate British tranzpor policy from
1993 omwards, and all genuine anviron-
mentalists should welcome the rail
miodae. | very much suspect, howewvar,
that the British Road federation will put
@ lot of pressure on Euratunnel to bring
forevard road tunnel plans, In such an
ovent what can our society do? Out of
112, 138 individual shareholders; , only
35 are known to be RDS members!

| have suggested 1o the Ganeral Seeret-
ary that RDS Eurotunnel shareholders
might consider forming some sort-—==
mionitoring group (not a gimger group

a nagotiating body = tha RDS already
has a satisfactory negotiating relation:
ship with the Eurotunnal company].
This group could carry out resaarch,
discuss lines of argument and give
courage and support to a Group
rmmibsEr willing to articulate the RDS
case a1 Company meetings. Besides a
drive-thraugh tunnal thare may be many
ather problems the Group will have 1o
deal with.

Yours sincaraly,
Micholas Hammond,
Huntingdaon,
Cambridgeshirg.
Channel Freight Links
Dear Sir.

The Channal Tunnel will resuli in mos
freight being carriad by London's orbita
railways. The Morth London Lineg,
already a busy freight routs, will becoma
the sala link betwaan the Tunnel and
East Anglia, Claarly, an outer orbatal
freight route will be desirable by the
turn of the cantury,

Reopeaning between Bediord and Sandy
would provide a useful ink batween the
East Coast Main Line and the West
Country, bul the need for a langthy
detour wia Hitchin would lessan the
importance of such a line as an East
Anglia — Wast Country artany.

ideally, the whole ex-LNWR Bediord.
Cambridge route would be reopoensd,
but the presance of a radio telescope on
the trackbed near Lord's Bridge would
make this impracticable — a railway
passing anywhers near this precision
instrumant would meat with considens-
ble opposition.

It might be possible to build a new line,
aof eomparable length o the old LNWR
railway., From the Bedford-Bletchloy

—
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route to the Hitchin-Cam bricdge line,
Such a railway might start a1 Ridgmant,
running along the ridge of high ground
10 Baldock. A connection with the East
Coast Main Line could be provided at
Arlesay and one with the Midland in the
Ampthill area. Tha latter, with new
stations on the main line at Stewartby
and Kempsion Hardwick, wwould allow
tha Fli-dg monl-Badford section o be
closad.

Yours faithfully,
C. Mathar,
London NWE

Morth and South

Dear Sir,

After reading your June issue of "in

Pdiament®, | feal | must take msus with
Astles, and his comments regarding

abjections to the Channel Tunnal.

Far it is not, | believe, primarily the
threats of rabies, terrorists and “invad-
ing hordes”™ which causa people to be
appasad 1o this ferm of Eurp-link, Rathar
it i% & very real concern that the Chunnel
will help the South, already tha most
prosperous part of the country, to the
detriment of the North.

| remamber 8 French master at my
school in Morth Warsickshire pointing
out this line of thinking somea fourtesn
years ago, before unemployment and
the decline in manufacturing indusiry
had hit the region to the axtent which
thay were 1o do Later, | find his argument
i marg valid in the late 1T380s.

So, thowgh | can undarstand why those
in thia pro-rail lobby support the Channel
‘Ifnnal, | personally am an opponent,

Wl I'm pretty sure I'm not the only
—«ppomear of the raihvays who thinks on
thasa lines.

Yours faithfully,
Tim Mickleburgh,
Hebden Bridge,
Wast Yorkshima
Coastway Competition
Dear Sir,

Up wuniil now the deregulsied bus
oparators have made little attempt to
compata with BR, preferring to compate
with aach othar, | fear that this may be
about 1o change, especially as bus
operation is showing signs of sattling
down 1o an "B am. to B p.m, weekdays
only”™ pattern (albseit with quite good
frequencies, aspecially when competi-
live serdoes are taken inla actount).
Following the “bus wars®, soma of the
participanis have retired hurt and will ba
looking for athar fialds.

Brighton Buses {municipal] and
Brighton and Hove Bus Company [ex-

NBC) have Introduced & new hourly
joint servica bebween Brighton and
Eastbourna, seven days 8 weaak, includ-
ing avanings. This is definitely stated,
by managament, as being targeted
at BR's “Coastwasy East”™ sarvice.
Many peopla find tha change at Lawes,
necessary on many trains between
Brighton and Eastbourng, inconvenisnt.
A particular peint about the now bus
sarvice is that many raileards entithe the
halder to travel at hall fare (single or
raturn} after 8 a.m. Mondays 1o Fridays
and &t waakends.

In cases like these, bus operators have
thair ayes on the long-term prize —
abstraction of sufficiemt rail traffic
to bring about service reductions,
consequant further traffic falls and
ultimataly, withdrawal of tha rail sarvice.

I notice the new bus route follows tha
coast more closaly than the railway,
serving naither Newhaven nor Seaford
to the south, nor Lewes to the north,
These buses leave Brighton a1 30
rinutes past the hour, taking 50 minules
for the through jourmey. The train leaves
Brighton for Seaford at 35 minutes past,
raaching Lewes at ten to the hour, when
passangers for Eastbourne have just
three minutes to dash aleng the plat-
form, wp the stairs, scross the bridge
and down the stairs to catch the 53
minutes past which has just come from
Victoria. If they miss it they then have to
wratit until the naxt train at 10 past (this
tram being the 55 past from Brighton
which they might as wall have waited
for and avolded changing. To miss the
connection by a whisker is the most
frustrating of all for those who have o

Editor's Note

In Raitwatch 26 we published a letter
from Mr M Barrett of Chippenham, in
which he stated that the RADS Freight
Commitiee was unabla to help very
rmuch baring constrained by the article in
s constitution which prévents private
capital etc, We should like o point out
that thera i nothing in the RDS constitu-
tion which opposas private investrment
im the railways (indeed we suppor
many constructive devalopmeants sueh
as privately owned freight wagons) — we
are opposed to privatisation of all or
part of the RAILWAY NETWORK ITSELF.

It is, of course, opon to any mamber to
change this article in the constitution by
ablaining majonty Ssuppar for a motion
o thiz effect &t the Society’s AGM.
This was pointed out to Mr Barrett
during protracted correspondence with
Mr Wilkinson of the Freight Commines,
but no such motion was proposed at
this year's meating.

maka their way back over the footbridge
and stairs.

Assuming that BR canmol after the
safvics by diverting the 15 minutes past
to run to Seaford and providing a shuwttle
sarvice thenoe 10 Lewes, there could ba
& case for adopting the Swiss system
whaeraby the station inspactor, not the
guard, gives the right away, The inspec-
tor could mare easily satisfy himsalf
that thera were no stragglers off the
Brighten train before giving the right

AWaY,
Yours faithfully,
S.H. Allehin,
Bognor Regis,
Sussex
Bustitution
Dhar Sir,

Since bus deregulation got wall under
way, there have baen occasional news
items, especially in the transport press,
suggesting that BR, espacially the Pro-
vincial and Metwork SouthEast sactors,
have enjoyed an unfair advantage over
the bus oparators, and this has enabled
them to hold down fares and maintain
sarvices at (or even above) pre-bus-
deregulation level. Somiatimes these
somments include a hint that BR's
ownership and control of s own
axclusive right of way givas it 100 great
an advantage ower the buses!

At the time when the predecessors of
the ARDS were astablished, it was often
difficult 1o deny the fael that buses did
often provide a cheaper amd mone
frequent alternative to Bging steam
treina, aspecially for distances of less
than about fiftean milas. There was little
traffic congestion, most buses werg
craw-opgrated and schadules could b
reliably maintainged,

| strangly suspect that the Departmeant
of Transport is desperataly searching
for @ way 1o handicap BR — | am sure il
wiould like to find & way to restrict the
issua of railcards which, for many card
holders, always maks rail cheaper than
bus. One-parsan bus working, togethar
with traffic congestion and the need of
buses to penetrate town cantras without
using ring roads and bypasses, has
playad havoc with schedules.

When “bustitution® is mentioned, ref-
argnce is made o “guarantesd bus
services”, But nobody has yat exoplaingd
how @ rail replacement bus can be
“guarantead”  an  assured passage
through congested approach roads and
10T CRnLNE SErsels,

Yours faithfully,
5.A. Alichin,
Bogmor Regis,
Waest Sussex
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When Noise Annoys

Crear Mr Willson,

Tha latter from Joy Billington Dory
{RW3B) complains: “the use of radios by
many young louts ought to be stamped
out”

Passengers sulfering from this offence
are entitled 1o require the Guard to
anforce BR Bye-law 2211, which provides
proteclion against such nuisanca,

Moreowver, in February, the national
press reported that David Mitchell, then
thaé Transpor Minister, intendad ravisad
rigulations about behaviour on public
tranaport o ba oparative from Apnl
The maximum fine of 400 was
mentioned specifically lor players of
"ghatto-blasters”, Representations 1o
the Department of Transport were mada
by Robert Hughes MP (Harmow West)
whose constituents pressed for actien
to aradicate noise problems in confined
public transpon Spacas.

Yours sinceraly,
G.5. Angell,
Kiddarminstar,
Warcs.

Minister to be suspended
over Settle-Carlisle?

Ckear Editor,

i am a retired 68 year old BR suparisor
who, throughout my adult fife, have
opposed hanging, baliaving it 1o be a
barbarous outdated praciice.

If the Minister responsible for tha clo-
sure of the Setile-Carlisle Raihway would
liki 1o e tha first victim | would haupi.l-gr
change my attitude and if it was done in

public would joyfully book & saat.
Yours faithfullby,
J Cowperthwaite,
Banbury,
Q=on.

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

The Editor is ahaays plagsad to recans
letars and articles for possible publica-
tion in RAILWATCH. Length should be
kept to &8 minimum, Copy may be
submitied on disc using the majority of
word processing packages (which saves
tirme whan sub-editing), but handwritten
and typed contributions are aqually
walcoma,

Photographs should be good quality
black and white or colour PRINTS {not
slichEs).

Material may be shortened or othénanss
editad while retaining the sensa of
the original. Opinions expressed by
contributors are not necessarily those of
the Editor, the Editorial Board or the
Society.
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REGIONAL NOTES Il

SCOTLAND

The Scottish Branch wrote to all local
authoritias In Scotland, appealing to
them to give finencial support andlar
affiliate vo RDS. So far, fifteen have done
s0. Although the actual cash received
from each is relatively small, the Branch
can mow claim to speaak for many mone
people.

The Branch has, as a praliminary move
bafore the Euro elactions in June 1983,
written bo all political parties in Scotland,
The parties have baan given somis ideas
for their manifestos and have been
asked for apecific pladges for rail users.
I particular they have been réequested
to state categorically that they will
oppose both the impasition of VAT and
ihe introduction of heavier lordes on o
our roads. If these have to be accepled
in the nama of harmonigation then, by
the same token, it is wital that Britain fall
inta ling with the rast of Europe in the
mannar in which rafhways are financed,
The branch has also asked that the
opinion of the Economic and Social
Comrmittea of the EEC (that masmibser
states should take into account the
energy, environmental and safety
advantages of rail in their ransporn
palicies) should be converted into a
directive as soon as posible. We have
pointed out that our Governmeant is
actually pursuing diametrically opposad
policies,

In shor, the Bramch has given notice
that railways and the snvironmant wall
be major issues at the hustings next
June. it is interesting to speculate
whather thers is any connection bet-
wieen tha sacking of E.C. Commissioner
Swanlay Clinton Davis by Mrs Thatcher
and his much-publicisad pro-rail views.

Dougias G. Smart

MERSEYSIDE

A mew station has opened at Overpool
on the Hooton-Helsby line, situated
bemween Little Swutton and Ellesmers
Port. Plans are also wall advanced for a
station betwaan Hamilion Sgquare and
Birkenhead Park on Mersayrail's Wirral
Line, It will be called Canwiy Park.

The local press has recently bean carry-
inmg further letters from fail users on our
favourite topic of mar:rmﬂlng__ The
service that is receiving most criticism
appears 1o be the North Trans-Pennine
to Scarborough, which is oporated by
Class 15072 Sprinters. N is wadely
accepted that thase units ane nol entirely
suitable for journeys of such length and
it is, therefore, hoped that the problem
will be alleviated in 1989 when the Class
168z entar sarvion, Wi shall seal

Anothar recant complaint emanating
from travellers on Mersayside is the
continuing absence of a through train

from Glasgow or Edinburgh. The servica
was withdrawn in 1986, which infuriated
many passengers who have found that,
although there is now an hourly senvice
between Liverpool Lime Stresat and
Freston, it is oporated by totally unsuit-
able Class 142 Pacers., Moreowver, it s
diificutt to find seats on the connecting
interCity sorvice, BR are showing litthe
interest in restoring the through trains,
for reasons known only (o themselves,
and it will take a lot of persuasion for
tham to reconsidar the matter. InterCity
Sector realised the arror of ther ways
when they axed the West Couniry
garvica from Liverpool, $o it may nol be
to0 diffecult.

It is to ke hoped that the Department of
Transport will soon give the go-ahead
for the Hooton-ChesterEllesmars Port
alectrification and it {8 , indeed, poss™=s,
that an anmnouncemant will have &
made by the time ihis issue reaches the
membership. it seams that Merseéyside
FTE have hinted thal, once this project is
complete, they may give consideration
o providing support for the northenn
gaction of the Wrexham-Bidsion line.
Although electrification would ba &
somewhal longterm project, & new
station might be in the pipeline at
Wondchurch,

Finally, plans have been announced for
an E18 million resunrection of the Liver-
poal Owverhead Rallway, to provide a
riverfront tourist link between Sandhills
and tha Festival Garden site.

Mike Braslin

WALES

Sovaral riliels have been added to the
Morth Wales Coast timetable and the,
ling now boasts its best all-day serdis
for many years. With ‘Welsh raibavay
firwicad now having a high profile it = @
be hoped that the programme of
improvemeants will continue and that
thera will be a further fares promotion in
the autumn,

Freightliner carryings continue at a high
lewval with four wrains daily in sach
direction on the Holyhead ling MNew
timbar traffic to Llandudng commencad
on 1 June while, by 18 June, 1110
wagons had been handled in connaction
with the ASR Expressway construction.
Sites for 12 potential Channal Tunned
fraight terminals have bean sarmarked
in South Wales by the Standing Confer-
ence on Regional Policy.

BR ran two steam trips Crawe-Chester-
Shrewsbury-Crewe on M Augusi. RDS
had a sales stand on both trips. It is
hoped that steam will relurn @ the
Crowe-Holyhead line in the summer of
1989 subject (o local authaority financial
suppon, a revarsing triangle will be
provided at Valley. RDS Wales foels that
staam trips will halp to focus public
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atantion on the Norh Wales Coast line,
rather than improvemants to the ASS.

BR Walas Manager John Davies has
unvailad a scheme for the replecament
of old DMLUs west of Swansea by o flee
of 1% Class 156 single-car Sprinters,
Such investment should secure these
lings Far into the future. Mid and South
Glamergan Councils have proposed a
£2.1 million scheme for a passengear
sarvice io Tondu. Glamaorgan Rail Usars'
Federation hawe unvailad an imaginative
plan for two new rail lines and fiftean
nenw slations in the Cardiff Doclklands
area,

Construction of the new Holyhead sta-
tion should commence shortly and
should be completed within eightean
modths. Lotal autharity investmant in
Bangor sitation has seen the construc-
2tan ol a new waiting sheher, while a

sposad new station for Llanrast has
reachad the planning stage.

RDS Wales has just issued a rapart on
the proposed construction of two new
curves at Shotton betwean the Wraox
ham-Bidston and Crewe-Haolyhead lings.
Maw passanger Services are anvisaged
from Birkgnhead to Llandudno and
Chester. Adoption of this scheme by
Clveyd and Cheshire County Councils
s hoped for. An ambitious plan for a
rail tunnel from Prestatyn to Meols
(Wirral} seems doomead to failure, owing
to lack of Governmeant finance, The £400
million scheme was proposed by Kent:
basad Integrated Transport Limited,

BR are reviewing the safety of open
level crossings in Mid Wales, There
have bean numerous incidanls imeob-
img car drivers who have ignored red
signais, In one recant court case the
~mrigtorist was given an absolute dis-
wrge — he claimed he thought the
lights had “jammead on®]

I comnaction with tha tenth anniversary
of the RDS a public meating has boen
arranged for 22 Dctabar in Rhyl, Chaned.
It will be held at 31 Thomas Church Hall,
Russell Road, at 2.00 p.m. Addressing
tha meating will be Beaata Brookes, MEP
for Morh Wales, and Andrewr McoFarlane
of the RDS MNationsl Executive. i is
hoped also to discuss the prospect of
Crawe-Holyhead slecirification.

Dave Sallery

YORKSHIRE

With the commencement of electric
sarvices on the East Coast Main Lina
from King's Cross to Leeds in Octobaer,
elactrification {or the lack of it is a
topical subject in West Yorkshire. Intar-
City trains continuing from Bradfard
to Leods will ba loco-hauled along the
Aire Valley to Bradford Forster Square
station, thus avoiding the formidable
gradients betwsen Loods and Bradford

Interchanga. Mlans are being drasan up
to electrify the line from Ledds 1o
Skipton, llkiey and Bradiord,

Bradford Interchange station, lang con-
sidered a white alephant, might close if
an expanded Forster Square station |
succesiul. The Interchange station s
said io be losing £2 million a year. Tha
140 year old cross-Bradford rail scheme
i= threatenad by the Governmant’s Prop-
arty Services Agency which plans to
build a court house on the site of the old
Exchange station right an the ling of thea
suggested rail link. The Midland Raibaay
won parlismantary approval for this link
on five different occasions beabwean
189 and 1911,

Huddersfield siation, a listed bullding, is
to recaive & facalift costing £1 million.
Cutwood station, near Wakefield,
opaned in July, 28 years after the former
station closad,. This is the fifth station to
reopen in West yorkshing in just over a
yoar, Meanwhile, Allofts station, near
Mormanton, is again up for clogure; o
i Malton Halt batween Brough and Hull.
The Hull avaiding line, which bypasses
Paragon staticn, s also threatened with
clasurs.

In South Yorkshire approval has bean
given for Rotherham Masborough to
closa and for the Swinton Curve to
be reinstated, This would cut out the
awkward scissor crossing at Aldwarks
Junction and the very sharp curse west
of Mexborough station,

Deniz Bradbury

NORTH EAST

Following the publication of “A-2 of Rail
Reopenings”™, the Mornh-East Branch
has bean studying local recpaning
acheames mentioned in the book. Our
fesling ia that the Branch's limited
resources would bast be concentrated
on a limited number of schemes; a new
station a1 Horden and a reopenad pas-
sangor rail link to Ashington have most
potential.

On 17 May, Branch Chairman John
Bourn met BR's local Provincial Services
Manager, Don Jary, ai Mewcasile to
digcuss these matiers. Mr Jary pointed
out that, a5 with most recpenings,
extarnal capital would be reguired,
Horden is sean as having potantial but
Ashington is more problematic; there
arg pathing problems an thae single ling
and a fast and frequent Ashingtan-Mew-
castle bus servica.

The Branch will now investigate the
current financial rules for reimtroducing
passenger sarvices on freight lines
balore deciding on its next step. Mean-
whila, the campaign received a fillip on
12 May whaen the Nowcastle Evening
Chronicle published a major featurs
entitled “Let"s Back Track™, putting the

case for rail reopenings, based on our
book and an interview with the Branch
Chairman.

The summar tim#able included extra
trains for Marpeth  and Chester-le-
Streat. a much batter Newcastle-Carlisle
Sunday service and, most excitingly,
summar Sunday passangar traing over
the fraight-only Eastgate branch to
Stanhope. This bold initiative , under-
written by Durham desarses 10 prosper.
We hops members have taken the
opportunity to ride to this attractive
tawn. The whole anterprise raprasents.a
bald effort by BR and the local council to
open up a lovaly but largely unaxplored
dala to mare visilors.

Mr Harodd Atkinson, the Branch’s Scting
Secretary, wishes to step down at tha
ond of the year. Is another member
willing to take on this job which, &8 &
minimum, invohses typing correspond-
ence and distributing copies of Rail
Tyne-Trant? The Branch can only remain
active if more members are prapared to
comea forward 1o assist in i1s activities.

With Privatisation mueh in the news, a
lattar from the Branch Chairman in the
Mewcastles Evening Chronicle on 26
June set out the RDS viewpoint. We
hawe also written to two local Consérda-
tive MPs seeking their views on the
future of rural lings in their constituen-
ciez. Alan Amos (Hexham), whose con-
stitvancy includes much of the Tyne
Valley line from Mewcastle to Carlisle
and who declares himasalf to be “..a firm
supporter of the rallway network..”
stated that he eould see marit in the idea
of privatisation but agreed that ".. full
and clear guarantess would have to bea
given regarding the future of rural
servicas”™. He also indicated his supporn
for retention of Settle-Carlisle as an
operational raibway, Michael Shaw
(Scarborough), whose constituancy
ambraces part of the Middlesborough-
Whitby line merely said that he would
continue to support the continuance of
the Esk Valley fine, We are writing to him
for clarification of this somewhat
ambiguous statemant.

John Bourn

MIDLANDS

Work still goes on daspite the guiat
holiday months, The branch has just
published its Badfordshire repor, the
production of which was a leng-drawn-
oul process which haunted many mem-
bars, the rejection of the Bediard-Sandy
proposal baing our biggest headache.
Cur reply 1o the County Council’s Morth-
amptonshire rall deaft plan ssems to
have caused lass controversy.

W are axpanding our links with unions
and Chambers of Commerce as work
continues on the Midland Main Line
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proposals. A Branch member is to
address a businass lunch in Chesterfield
= an excellant way of improving our
image in the eyes of a sector which
might hawve influence with the Gavern-
maent. We continue to press for local
stations on the Midland Main Line
and are also working, with the Pariah
Council, fior the recpening of Croft, on
the Leicester-Birmingham line. We ara,
as Dwrite, trying (o set up a mesting with
BR owver the Birmingham-Norwich line
and the changes i1 has seen since May
this year,

Az the local represantative in Leicostar-
shire, | would welcome any commanit,
especially on the Coventry-Nottingham
sorvice, at 4 Linden Avenue, Countas-
tharpe, Leicester (Tel. 0533 T7259080).

Darryl Taylor-Smith

LONDON AND
HOME COUNTIES

The Branch's second guide book,
“Surrey and Sussex by Rail®, was
formually launched by the presantation
of a copy to the BR Area Manager
{Brighton) on his station main concourse
on the morning of Friday 28 August,
Although sightean local and six national
papars, together with local radio and
TV, had baan invited via a press releass,
none turned up. it is hoped, neverthe-
lags, that the new contacls made with
BR thraugh the event will ba mutuslly
ugaiul.

The . South London Line Travellers’
Association [SoLLTA) wrote to the BR
South-Central  Metwork Manager at
Watarloo concerning the 50% sarvice
cuts [due to staff shortages) on this line,
Whilst we can understand BR's desire to
hit the least used {and loast profitablel
of its commuier sorvices, the whole
situation is clearky regrettable and pre-
sumably reflects the low rates of pay.

EAST ANGLIA

The RDS 10th Anniversary was 1o be
celebrated in Morwich on 1 October with
a wall-attended Branch Meeating addras-
sod by Mr, DLE. McKowan M. Inst.T.A,,
wiho waas o discuss their views on future
rail development in East Anglia, Our
next Branch Meeting is planned for
Cambridge on Saturday 268 November
with guest speaker Mr. J.8B.E. Flaxman,
Chalrrnan of the Eastern England TUCE,

Road traffic in the City of Morwich gres
by 10% betwesn 1583 and 1387, City
and County Traffic Planners are saaking
a solution to the ever-increasing valumea
of traffic but will not look at rail altarna-
tives becauss the official view is that the
Marfalk rail netwaork is already a drain on
County resources.

The [ght rail system sugpested for
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Norwich city has been dismissed, apart
from a single route from Sweet Briar
{AdT)-City-Harford Bridge. In the Branch
viewe this shor route would not be
practicable wnless it were extended
westward to Taverham {Thorpe Marrior)
via the MEGHN wrack bed, where there is
greater passenger poténtial from the
naw housing estata.

Good news for travellars at Diss.

£156 000 is to be spant on refurbishing
the station and extra car parking.

The new Sizewell Railhead commencead
oparation at the end of August. This will
rechuce lorry movamants to and from
the new MNuclear Power Station under
COnNSruclion.

The East Sufolk line will sea the first
loco-hauled passenger train on 22
Oetober since the introduction of radio
signalling. This will be a North East
Morfolk Travellers’ Association Special
1o Portsmaouth,

BOOKSHELF The Railway Station, A Social History

Jefirey Richards and John M, MacKan-
zie. Oxford University Press. Paparback
440 pages inc. BEW Photographs £5.95.
Alzo availabla in hardback, ISBN 0-18-
285201-9.

Every possible aspect of the railway
station is coverad in this brave waork; the
station in literature from Awadrey 1o
Zola, the station in postcard, poster and
film, the station’s role in profligating
class, racial and sexual distinctions
{lmperial Russia had five classes of
traval, while India undar the British Raj
had to contend with not only four
clagses of travel buil also with racial
segregation and the provision of sepa-
rale cataring for vegetarians and omni-
vores), the sociology of the raibeay
traveller, the authoritarian attitude of
the railway companies (@ their
amployess and the pride and tradition
of railway work and railway familias are
all described,

The axpected approach to the siation,

the architectural, is crammed into thres
chapters covering Britain, Europe and

the rest of the world, Analogies are
drawn with cathedrals, town houses,
templas, airports. The authors ara not
afraid of anything. They consider ==
exampla, the psychology of the aln.
militaristic railway builders who bailt
the Doric arch at Euston as a triumphant
manumaent 10 their final conguest of the
capital, and it's subsequent wanton
destruction by & BR managemant in
tune with the sixties philistine attitude
to bath railways and the urban environ-
rment. Hitler's plans fof 8 Third Redich
capital sarved by two masshve raibkvay
tarminl make surprising reading and
remind us that the railway was once
seen as much a symbol of powar as the
maotor car is today.

There is something for everyons in this
book. For RDS campalgners thara is
rmuch information on the decline of the
railway systems of the world and it's
profound social Impact and facts takan
for granted by RDS, such as the decline
of rural communities linked with the
loss of traing, are confirmad, -
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