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RAIL TUNNEL — THE RIGHT DECISION gy iangs jo the rescue of

After the best part of a century of
procrastination and false stars i1 now
looks as though a fived Channel cross-
ing may actually be built; proposals
promating the various schames ara in
the hands af the Governmeani — whosa
decision whather ar nol 10 proceed, and
by which method, was due to be made
by the and of January.

= ppinion, any Channel Link must
At bwo eriteria: it must contain a rail
link and it must be & tunnal.

Tha maintenance cost of a bridge, lat
alone 15 capital eosl and completion
tirma, will be greater than that of a tunnal
—and its life expectancy will ba less., Any
apen strusture waill be subject 1o closure
during high winds [cf. the Sewern
Bridgel, fog (cf. any motorway), and
shipping accldents (cf. the Humber
Estuaryl. The chances of accidents
occurring on a road crossing are,
according to presant statistics for road
and rail, far greater than for a rail link =
it is well known that rail is inherantly
safer than road.,

Critics of 8 radl tunnél e thres mam
argumaEnts: the possiblity of the tunnal
baing closed by indusirial action. the
ﬁ;ihiliw of some form of atlack by
srists and the possibility of rabies
warfig brought through the twnnel to
Britain by animals. Furthermaore
environmentalisis in Kent oppose the
tunnad on the grounds that road or rail
works, together with, loading and
unloading facilities would cause severs
anvironmental damage in that county,
These arguments can all be refuted,

Ferries and motorways are no loss
subject to industrial action than rail-
ways, despite what some sactions of the

press would have us belleve, European
molorways have been blocked by lorry
drivers taking indusirial action. Any
form of transport is, unfortunately, fair
game for terrorists nowadays; better
security everywhere s the only answar,
A tunnel can ba built with defences,
such as desp pits, which pravent tha
spread of animals, and hence rabies.
through it, Furthermorns, rats HAVE been
known 1o inhabit ships and poople
HAVE been known to smuggle pets
ashore from private yachts, If rabioes
does comi to Britain, it will prabably be
Sia-Dorre,

We would wish to impress upon
environmentalisis that a rail tunnel,
particularly a rail-=only tunnal with prowi-
sign for carriage of passangers, freight,
and containers, logether with cars and
larrigs on smallwheeled low-loading
bogie wagons (which ARE technically
famgible and are, in fact, alresdy in use
on the continant] would enable throwgh
traffic 1o reach all pans of the country
without the need for amvironmeantally
objectionable terminal and exchange
facilities Im rural Kent.

Thesze are the main points in favour of
a rall wnnel, and thare ara many maora.
it is ironic that, if the decision to go
ahead with a rail tunnel is made, this
may well be due mora to pressure by
the Fremch Govamment than to anmy
sconomically and environmeantally san-
sible decision by our own governmeni,
the hesd of which, apparemly, favours
& road ergssing. & decision to burld a rail
tunnel will ba welcome, but the fact that
this decision has not bean regarded as
automatic demonstrates the power of
those forces acting against railway
development in Britain,

KW,

CONGRATULATIONS

To David Rayner, on his appointment
as General Manager, B.A., Eastern Reg-
HIML,

To Theo Steal, on his appointment as
Aszsi. General Manager, B.R. (Eastern].,

To Chris Green, on his appointment
a5 Sector Director, B.A, London & South
East,

and to ADS Member, Michael Palin,
on his appointment as Chairman of

Transport 2000,

Sales Officer

Following the advert in the last issue of
AAILWATCH we are pleased o
announce that the Mational Executive at
its mesting on d4th January confirmed
the appointment of Mr Geoffrey Kant,
whose address is: 35a Clareandon Road,
Luton, Beds. LU2 7PO.

Swocks of RADS publications and liteéra-
ture are in his possassion and telephona
enguiries should be made e 0582
458159,

Balloch Pier!

Mever in lwing memory have tha rails
ways in Scolland been under such
resourcelul, positive and entlerprising
managemant as al present — but, such
are the pressures placed on this man-
spemant by negative  thinkers i
positions of influance, instances of “cut
off your nose to spile your face™ siill
oecur, The proposal to elose Balloch
Pier station is one such case,

Ower the years, apaihy by boih local
public and management (of both the
railway and the Loch Lomond steamer
garvica — formearly wnder wunified
administration but now unwisely separ-
ated] have beean mutwally reinforcing.
The servica {under arrangements with
Strathciyde PTE) has bean whitibed
dowm 1o a couple of trains a day during
only a couple of months of the year.

On Sth Oclober last, however, a char-
tered train from Sundarland brouwghi
450 customers of our friends, South
Tyneside Travel, and paved the way 1o
a possible new future for Balloch Pier.
You don’t nead to ba an actuary to see
that, if all the people living within &
hours train journey from Balloch Piar
paid no more than one visit 1o Loch
Lomond in their lives. there would be
encugh passangers to kesp it, and the
Loch Lomond steamar, busy for a large
part of tha year,

Wa RDS members in Scotland urgantly
naad the help of thase in England in
convingcing  hard-haaded Strathelyde
councillors that a chord of poetry in the
English heart is waiting to be stirred by
rail trips to Loch Lomond. English RDS,
please wake up and help us! {our
address is: Top Right, 113, Wast Regent
Strest, Glasgow, G2 2ALL)

Frank MNewvilla

1Since Mr Navilleg submitad this arnicle
the TUCC for Scotland submitied its
conclusions to the Secretary of State. it
ventured the apinion that, wers tha
Balloch Pier connection 1o be kepl, usa
af it would e unlikely to increase. Mr
Mevilla wirola to the Secretary of State
in December axprassing the opposite
vienw and suggesting that, even were the
train sarvice to bo withdraam, permis-
sion to lift the track should be reserved
for a later decision. The battle con-
tinuas! ED)




Wrexham to Chester
Singling: - A Case Study

I am writing this note on the [standing
roam anlyl Inter-City train to Euston.fon
Zih Derober 1985 but heving made the
connection at Chester for Wrexham, H
the Wraxham — Chester line was single
track | would still be at Wrexham
General as the “up” steal train has failed
on the Gresford bank this morning.

The Chairman of B.R,, Sir Robert Read,
had written fo mae in the summer and
asked me 1o contact Mr Bartlent of the
RAegional Opercations Department  at
Crowe to go over details of B.R.'s
proposed singling of the lina. In order to
gxaming a real life siwation | chose two
days ai random, salectad the day with
the heavier traffic flows, and agreed
with Mr Bartlenn the times that trains
passed Wrexham Morith and Groen Lana
Signal boxes.

An Appendix (supplied 1o readars on
risquast but too long to reproduce hara)
shows the actual movemenis for the
day selected JAugust 23rd 1985 and a
further Appendix a notional timetable
far the line had it already baan singled.

From this it would be seen that, apart
from a two-hour quiel panod over
lumch, traffic on the ling is very heavy
from spon after B am to 11 pm. Recant
chiocks on the number of movaments in
any gne day have shown days with up
to 48 trains as oppozed to the 42 on the
day chosen, I ks very easy 10 sea that
using B.R's analysis there would be no
spare slois or guiet periods bebwaen &
am and 11 pm on any such day. But does
this analysis imply that the line can be
safaly singlad, and perhaps mora impor-
tamnt is the anakysis correct in interpreting
what would have happened on that day
if tha line was single track?

| Believe the answer 10 both guestions
must be a resounding NO|

Firstly the train times shown are bet-
winan bwo signal boxes bul the proposad
single track would extend “down®™ of
Grean Lane all the way 1o Saltney
Junction, This would add aboul two
minutes (o every train's running time
shown in Appandix B [where one “up”®
train follows another a signal would
allow the sacond rain to wait near (o
the Green Lane Signal Box and this
waould shomen the two minute period),

Sgcondly “down™ twaing would not
automatically be able to proceed onto
Saltney Junction and would have to
take account of movemeants up AND
down on the North Wales Coast line. It
is difficult 1o guantify delays herg, bul
today's 0735 ex Wrexham “down”
reached Saliney Junction 8 minules late
bacause of delays dus 1o the steel train
failing on the “up” line. it waited before
the jumction for the 06.00 Holyhead to
Euston to pass and lost a further 6
minutes arriving &t Chester a1 08 07, 14
minutas late,

Thirdly, Appendix B shows running
timas with trains passing the two signal
boxes at speed. In practice trains would
be queding up fo traverse the single
section. They would be stationary. A
class A7 lscomotive can aasily take 5
minutes axira in such a situation jone
minute for the driver to get back into the
cab, ana minuts for power 1o develop in
thi enging and then about 2 minutes to
gain spead at Saltngy or 4 minules at
Wraxham dua fo the gradiant).

I hawve travelled on such 8 locomotive
fram Wraxham and my advice recaived

Rail-Supporting Councils

Many County, District and Parish Coun-
cils hawe givan financial contributions to
BR owver the years in order to help
reopen or improve stations, promota
sarvicas, rum additienal trains, install
autormatic level crossings and provide
“park and ride® schemes, and other

similar projects.

ADS has produced a list of such Councils
and what they have dona. This should
provide usaful ammunition for anyone
wishing to persuade their own local
authority to support rail, Wa do not
claim that the list is comprehensive and
are always plaased to receive informa-
tion which will enable us 10 updale .

Please send any information to: Alan
Hareood, 138, Harrowdene Gardens,
Teddington, Midds TW11 0DN.

Mr Harwood would also be pleased 1o
supply you with a copy of the list at
£1.00 plus postage.

The Light Rail Transit
Association

Formed in 1938 as the Light Railway
Transport League, the Association pro-
moles interast in and the developmant
of Light Rail Transit (LRT) worldwide,
but with special reference to the LK.
Thiz iz of course particularly relevant
with the various currant proposals,

It is a non-profit making, nonpolitical
arganisation with a world-wida mam-
barship covering all sactors of interaest,
both amateur and professional. The
Azsociation publishes the monthly
“"Modern Tramway™ [(jointly with lan
Allan) as well as a range of books
Maatings are held in a numbaer of cities,

For further details of membership,
please write 10:

LRTA subseriptions, 6. Hermitage
Woods Crescent, St John's, Waoking,
Surrey, GUZ TUE

from local railwaymen regarding this
axtra lime necessary was mone than
varified on that oceasion. A DMU would
have aboul two minutes added to its
time a1 Saltney Junction, more than this
a1 Wraxcham.

Fourthly: any failure would completely
block the line with sorious delay result-
ing to many passengers and much
fraight. Some trains would necessarily
require @ rescue locomaotive from the
Wraxham direction and th&a neaarest
available is usually Bescatl

Fifthly, signalmen would have an
extremaly difficult job, They would
naturally wish 1o keap passenger trains
on time, of at keast not delay them
further as awer 70% of “down® trains at
Wrexham are already 5 minutes late or
maone, &% they could not be cartain of
frzight trains wraversing the single sac-
tion in say, 14 minutes (they may aasily
take 25 minutas) they would not take the
risk running a freight immediately
before a passenger train and e,
rather leave a 14 minutea gag,
Sometimes  signalmen  will  simply
anticipate, or plan ahead, wrongly and
further delay would ansue. All these
reasons lead me to believe that the
proposals contained in Appendix B ane
looking at the working of this line
through rose coloured spéctacles. I
simply will not be the case that trains
will anter and leave the single track
section punctually for haurs an énd with
anly ong minute bebween each othar,

The extension of the line 2 minutes
north of Green Lane signal box up 1o
Saltnay junction, the problam of waiting
to get on to the Morth Wales Coast Lineg,
the extra timea required to pick up speaed
from rest and the problems facing
signatmen would all extend tha time
taken for the trains to travel along the
single section, The proposals contained
in Appendix B arg therefors unnsali e,
The line cannol be safely singled -

i% i1 will becoma a notorious bottleneck.
There waould ba no flexibility, rather a
continuaus headache for signalmen in
order to try and get the traffic through.
Mo development of the line would be
possible. Proposed extra traing Lo
Deeaside Paper Mills, or Shotton siesl-
wiarka, or fram Bensham pit could anly
be sccommodated at the expense of
somathing alsa.

For all these raagons the cass AGAINST
singling is overwhelming. | hopa BR
{wha already describa the plan as “tight-
ish™ will think again and abandon thair
proposal,

Dr John Marek, MP*

* [lohn Marek is M.P. for Wrexham.
ROS underook @& major  campaign
against excessive ling singling a year or
80 8o — with some degree of success -
and wa are grateful to Dr. Marek for this
usaful case study which proves many of
our points ED)



FREIGHT REPORT

Since our last report the Fresght
Sub-Committea has met in Rochdale,
Wottingham, Great Yarmouth and Man-
chester. We have discussed and taken
action an a wide varisty of topics,

Cur Rochdale mesiing was preceded by
a visit to the Standard Railvway Wagon
Company works at Heywood, where wa
were impressed by the atmosphere of
purposafulness and cleanliness. Sovaral
different typas of wagon ware under
eonstruction at this large wagon works,
two af which are of great import for the
future expansion of railfreight. Gne is a
four-axle side-tipping wagon, the othér
a four-axla coniainer wagon., The first
ype & undar construction for mingral
iraffic, but the design can be applied 1o
any bulk material (agriculiural producs,
semi-finished industrial raew matanal
aic. | so long as it will "pour”. The
ign will make the unloading of rail
sgons as convanient as that of road
vahiclas withoul the néad for axpansneg
infrastructurs,

The sories of contaimeér Wagon unoer
construction 5 for new traffic flows
from the Petfesd Company faciory
at Melton Mowbray 10 Heywood and
Walayn, Thess wagons will carry cur-
min-zided containars which can be
wnloaded straight inic a8 lineside
warahousa, as with an ordinary wagon,
ar ba lifted onto a road vahicke for direct
dalivery into a suparmarkat. Tha signifi-
cance is that If Petfood, pressurad locally
for lorry nulsance, can switch thair
trumking to rail, many other companias
can do so. We shall continue 1o ligise
clasely with the Private Wagon Fadara-
ticen at top lewal.

sy FSC are kéén Lo Se8 container
gons, such 8% those under Construc-
tion at Standard, used to stard the

e
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Tha much battered bridge at Goole is at last
undar repair = S page 6 col, 2

movement of containers by Speediink
o and from privataly-run intermaodal
depots, Freightliner Depots and factory
private sidings (though not BETWEEN
Freightliner Depots, we hastan to add),
Freightliner carry 43% of the container
market, 50 thera is 57% lafl to compate
for by Speedlink. We balieve that the
prasent spread of Fraightliner depots is
toeo wide for there to be any further
peneiration of the market by rail. Many
mang “low tech” depols arg needed 50
that, in ganéral, no part al the UK @
much mare than 30 miles from a ermi-
nal. We would hope that somebody with
anough capital would onganise this
market and wrge the BRE and
Freightfliner o recognise that such an
aperation would  pot | damaege
Freightliner's prospects but would, in
fact increase throughput and reduce the
costs of thalr tarminals

We ara impressed by the special booklet
which RAILFREIGHT have produced o
allay fears of local residents in Bourne-
mauth and Poole about naise and distur-
bance due to possible ral-borne oil
traffic from tha Wytch Farm odl field. i
is gratifying 10 sea BR making a first
class affort 1o gain traffic in this way.
Thae FSC have, of coursa, supporied
afforts by BR in a variety of ways. Thase
include représaniations o Dorset
County Council urging them to allow
development of the ol field only if rail
is the transport medium. The use of
alectric traction, modified wagons and
continuous welded rail will considerably
reduce any noise nuisance from extra
rall traffic. Tha additional usea and
davalopment of existing infrasiructure
I8, in our view, far better than distur I:uing
g daelicate landscape by building
pipalimes which can only be “tempor-
ary”

P.Wakefiald

Photo: Graham Wragg

We're getting there —
Yate Station BR probe

fcontinued from Regranal Motes)

“Yate Town Council sagerly welcome &
proposal 1o open & new railway station,®
said Chairman Susan Walker. BR hava
confirmed that they are lodking at the
possibility of running & train from a
station af Yate to Ak wiih & maj-:rr
station ndsarbyy,

“We have baan maonitoring the popula-
nion expansion in Yate and we are
considering proposals to provide some
form of service for the Town's incneasing
numbers of commuters™ said BR
3p.|:|k-e.-5man_ Alan Harrigon. “If &8 train
link doss not appear leazible then a
Park-n-Ride service may be the answer”
Ha said that commuters would be able
to leave theor vehicles at a long- stay car
park and would be taken by express bus
direct 10 a major statiomn.

BR is already committed to a £2 milllon
revamp at Parkway Siation in Stoke
Gifford, where the idea of large car
parks away from the cily centne was firs
put into practice, "Since Parkway was
buill 12 years ago it has gone from
strength 1o strength, cerainly bayond
all our anticipations™ said Mr Harrison,
“"Mow, the facilities thare are mot what
wawould like to see for a station dealing
with the number of passengers it does.

Clir, Walker's reaction 1o tha nevws absout
a possible Yate station was ong of
‘satisfaction’. "We have bean nagging
them about this for three years and it's
nice to think they have actually sat up
and taken notca © she sald. "A lot of
poeople travel from Yate to Bristol and a
lot travel 1o London, We have boen
fighting wary hard for them but up 1o
nows we have had little response, Trow:
bridge and Chippenham hawe both got
their own stations and Yate s bigger
thamn both of tham, It's daft”™ she addad.
*Mind you if we can only get a park and
rido wo will ba happy with that because
it"s @ step in the right direction.”

Traing last stoppad at Yata's axisting
station in the 1950s. Mr Harrison said
thix @arliest date a station might open in
the town would ba late 1986 or 1987,
Meanwhile the Town Council has
recaived & letter from Awon County
Council announcing that repors on bus
passengar and vehiclke movemants oul
of the town would be available in July
1986,

Morhavan District Council will distri-
buta 11,000 laafleis in Yate reqguasting
local residants views on the future of tha
tonwn, The Councllis presently preparing
& Local Plan for the area and is anxious
that local peopla are given “every
opportunity 1o influence important
decisgions affecting their aréa”.

Adrian Smith




MEMBERS' PLATFORM

Railwatch
Sir,

I write in response to “RAILWATCH™
Mo, 25,

I had hopaed that the standard of publica-
tion might ba improving; sadly this
seams not to be the case, It is a great
pity that the good material in there =
your own leading article, the frqinh!
iterm and the conferance repart amang
others are bogged down in a8 mass of
gray print and sheer gibberish,

| do not believe that there needs 1o be
asuwch & long time for preparation of the
publication, Much of the material clearly
had te be written in July for samething
which appears in late Octobear. This ks
ridiculouws.

There are no phatographs!

I trust there will be no more cartoons
down to the current standard and that
na mang will be commissioned.

The lcknigld report should hawve baan
congigned to the waste bin whera it
clearly balongs. Is this really the image
ROS wishes to present?

Bridgenarth,

It & usual to put the “E° sign before
figures which indicate sums of money
and | arn encouraged to see that this has
bean done in several places.

There is & great deal of work being done
to furthar the cause of railway dovelop-
ment in the branches and users” groups
and the receipt ol documents such as
ithe current RAILWATCH leads me to
despair of the national organisation.
Does it really take six of you to produce

it?
John Brodribb
Beccles
Suffolk
Sir,

Thank you for publishing several recent
items in the last few issues, Please note
thal my homee town is BRIDGMNORTH not
Bridgenarth. RDS always putinan “a”.

| feal you nesd to change the format of
RAILWATCH. Shamp attractive photo-
graphs depicting railway development
and RDS special traing are naaded. This
lack of attractive photos detracts from
RAILWATCH. Please try 1o include as
many photos as possible of these in
future issues; it will enhance your publi-

cation,
Chris Magnar
Bridgnarth
Shropshire
The Editor Comments

Material published in RAILWATCH can
anly be selectad from that which is
submitted for publication, the sama
goes for photographs, The higher the

standard of copy submited, and the
rrcre thara kg of it, the higher will ba the
standard of the finished produect.

The exceptionally long delay betwaen
copy date and publication date on the
last two issues arosa from doubts in the
sacond half of the vear of the Society's
ability to fund 4 issues, rather than dus
to lethargy on our part.

Due to more afficent methods of pro-
duction {with computerisation] wa are,
in any case, now able to reduce our
“turn-round” time. This s reflected in
the copy date for the next issue shown
on the back page.

The six mambars of the Editorial Board
have clearly defined functions and are
not all angaged on editorlal work as a
glance at the credits of this publication
{and IM PARLIAMENT] will werify. KW)

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

The Editor will consider for publi-
cation |efers and articles (such as the
abovel, Any opinions exprassed, how-
evar, must not be taken as necessarily
reflecting the official views of the Soci-
aty. The Editor also réserves the right 1o
make "cuts® and aiher alieralions which
retain the sanse of the orginal eopy.

We are always pleased 1o receive
good quality bleck & white prinis of
subjects of interest to members for
inclusicn in the joural,

RDS ANTI-CLOSURE FUND

On Nowember 20th this fund totalled
E150, following several generous dona-
tigns from ADS members and after
further payments had been made from
the fund to help those fighting the
Balloch Pigr and Sattle = Carlisle closurs
proposals.

Further contributions, large or small,
aré always welcome, The fund can ba
used to help any RDS branch or users’
group thal may have 1o fight a pas-
genger closune proposal. Donations 1o
Trevor Garrod, 15, Clapham Road, Low-
estoft, Suffalk, NR3Z2 1RO

R.D.S. Lottery

Enclosed with this issue of RAILWATCH
is @ new Prospectus for the RDS Lottery
with fenargr burt more valuable prizes. At
present wa are making about £36 a
maonth (with a similar amount available
in Prize Monay], With your help we can
at lpast double that so JOIN NOW by
completing and returning the FORM|S)
with your remittance or Bankers Order
to the Lattery Officer,

SUBSCRIPTIONS < If you have recen
tly renewed your subscription to RDS a
new MEMBERSHIP CARD IS ENCLO-
SED, I, however, your subscription falls
due in the next few months & RENEWA L
FORM 15 ENCLOSED. A donation aver
and above yvour subseription will always
be welcome,

WANTED
Administrative Officer

The szecale of the work of RDS has
increased very substantially in recent
years and a stage has now been reached
whara it is no longar possible to cparate
antiraly by voluniary effort. 11 has there-
fore been decided to appoint an
administrative officer, who will be paid
an  honararum, 10 acl as coentral
administrator of the Eu:inl'.r'! functions.
Spacifie duties will include:—

Organization of the Annual Ganeral
Meeating and of the Sochety’s Mational
Executive, including the issue of
Minutes and Agenda, co-ordination
of the activities of the Sub-Commit-
tees, with each other and with the
Mational Executive.

General correspondanca = La. writing
latiers and answering incoming cor-
respondence of directing it 1o
appropriate officers or commi

for attention. Attending meetings |
the Mational Executive and the
Finance & General Purposas Commit-
tea,

The work is astimated 1o average 1-2
days per week but this is variable
depending on the Sociely's owverall
workload, Applicants should possoess
guu-d administrative and human rela-
tions skills, have acoess 1o a typawriter
and be availlable on the ielephong,

All applications for this post should be
sent to the General Secretary, A.JP.
Townend, 5t Julians®, Sevenocaks,
Kent by 318t March 1986

Marylebone Enquiry date st~
uncertain

Al the time of going to press the date
for an Imquiry into ihe closure of
Marylabsomne was still uncertain the Lon-
don Borowgh of Brent having applied to
the House of Lords for leave do appeal
against the decision of the Court of
Appeal,

The mesting due to be hald on 16th
January was therelore postponed wntil
the outcome of the application (made
bafore Christrmas] is known.

NOTE TO CONTRIBUTORS

We ragret that due to production difficul-
ties with this issue of RAILWATCH,
mainky arising from the wvelume of
matarial submitted - particularly for
REGIOMNAL NOTES — and the need for
its timaly appaarance, aome ilams have
had to e scrapped or rolled forward to
the next isswe, EDL




LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

On the rail closure front (for more than
just London) the scane is still dominated
by Marylebone (and the lines 1o Harrow
and South Ruislip) but it now seams the
réspite (of nearly a year] could well be
over as the Court of Appeal, in
Movamber, was of the unanimous view
that the London Regional Fimngurs'
Committes could conduct its procesd-
imgs how i thought fit and unless the
joint Local Autharities Warking Party,
gt its meeting on 16th January, has
resolved 1o take the case to the House
of Lords the Branch will be blawing the
dust off its case against closure for
an Inguiry which will undoubledly be
imminent.

_'m Jrd October about & dozen represen-

ves of RDS and local users groups
waBnded a presentation when Theo
Steal, (then B.R. London & South East
Manager (Esstarn] and M Ethedinglon
(Project Manager) explained the Board's
proposals for the redevelopment of
Liverpool Street. We warne assurad that
the options for 2 extra wacks into tha
station would be kept open, should
futwre demand warrant, and to allow the
possible sxtension of the East London
Ling into the terminus at some future
data.

Whilst the existing 6 approach tracks
would be retained, mostly on their
existing alignments, resignalling and
track layout alterations would facilitate
more flaxible traim movermanis. Mean-
whila tha Branch will be working elosely
with the Morth London Line(kl Commit-
tee to secure and boost the new and
smoroved service (ex Broad Street) to

tford on completion of the Graham
Hoad Curve (this Spring].

Only a few days later (on Tth October)
Mr Sieel was the guest speaker at
another public mesting in Chalmsford
forganised in conjunction with ASLEF)
to further the case for construction of a
naw station at Springfield on the NE
ouiskins of the town, Whilst the results
of a feasibility study were still pwaited
he amphasiead thai BR wanted to
improve facilities at the existing station
8% wall, which he saw as their largest
local  passenger markel.  Corres-
pondence with boih BR and Essex
County Council on this important topic
is ongoing.

The Society’s growing number of lady
members in London and the South East
were reprasented at County Hall on 13th
October  when Versa  Humphrays
attended a8 Conference organised by
the G.L.C. specifically to discuss the
transport neads of women, Valerie Wise,
G.LC. Women's Committea Chair, said

REGIONAL NOTES

that &8 more waman used public trans-
port than men, it was about time proper
consideration was given o their needs
by those who planned and ran the
BErVicas.

Ag a foretaste of what is to come in May
{with alectrification] Branch Commities
Member, H. Trevar Jones, took a goodly
company of members on an illustrated
trip along tha 1066 Line™ (Tonbridge =
Hastings] on the ewening of 3rd
Decamber at our usual mesting place,
Fred Tallant Hall, Eusion.,

The Branch AG.M. has been arranged
for 17th February at County Hall {the
last time we will have the opportunity to
maeat there with the abalition of the
G.LC.). After the formal business the
guest speaker will be our old friend
D Watzal, G.L.C. Tranzpoar Commit-
tetr Chair, who will tell us where he fesls
London's transport will go after 1s1
April,

All Chapters of our local Guidebook
“Kant & East Sussex by Rail® are now
complete and we are putting the finish-
ing teuches on presentation and market-
ing. Further details for advance ordars
and publication date may well ba
enclosed with this issue of RAILWATCH.

Further details will have been sent to
local mambers with a Mini issue of
RAILOMNDON and the formal notice of
the A.G.M. Maarmahile the main areas of
concern 1o the Branch are forthcoming
cuts in serdicas an the Gt MNorthern
Electrics {out of Moorgate) and betwean
Paddington and Slough. We are also
muobilising support (in Keni], particularly
among concemed environmentalisis,
for the Society's national campaign in
suppor of a Channel Fized Link.

John Barfield

WEST MIDLANDS

Twe clouds presently hang over the
Midlands branch as we ener the new
yaar. The B.AHeads of Information
régarding closure of part of the MNarth
Warwick Line hava baen circulated seok-
ing details of objectors “hardship® in
raadifiss for the public enguiry due in
the summaer. Although 7,077 abjactions
weare made B.R. seem very determinad
1o press on with their ase and with the
consagquantial 2-hourly service to Strat-
ford-upon-Avon, Cur aother problem is
the still sutstanding dabt to the printer
for our Guidebook “Midlands by Rail”
and in recent months we have had ta
concentrate our activities on book sales,

The Walsall Group ran its DMU charter
to Chester on Bith Dctober and the
Lichfield group ran & successful EML
trip to London on 7th December, The
Midlands branch A.G.M. is due to be

held on Saturday Bih February at iis
usual venue (Dr. Johnson House, Bir-
mingham} and to augment our inccme
wa do hope to run charier excursions ic
places such as York, Blackpool and
Windsor during 1988, When the Weast
Midlands County Council folds upon 151
April the new Joint Passenger Transport
Board will take over under the wing of
Coventry City Council,

Rail services in the West Midlands
carried two million more passenger
journeys in 1985 than in 1984 At June
1985 the Walsall line had increased
patronage by 25% owver the previous
yaar. With better rolling stock and
sBrvices we can do even better. We
therefore hope to see more of the
“Sprinters” (especially Matro Cammell
Built] in the Midlands befora long = and
better still some more electrification.

We are yat again lobbying hard for
Staffordshire 10 reopen the Cannock
Ling and particularly hopa that the BRE
cian agres to this being provided on a
marginal cost basis. No wack or signal
improvements are fequired and thus
the only running costs are far the
cna-hourly DMU on an  otherwise
freight-only  line. Since September
Evesham has enjoved & bramd new
direct train service to Birmingham (one
each way at prasent). From May an early
marning Stratford-on-Avon to Coventry
DMU is expected, To the south or west
of Coventry the NCB is planning to sink
a8 new f£400m. coal mine. The two
options are just north of Tile Hill, near
Barkeswell, or immediately north of
Kenilworth. Either site would be rail
served from Kenilworth using a disused
branch lina.

Alan Bevan

EAST ANGLIA

Cantral to the Branch's campaigning
recantly has been the publication of its
rew four-page leaflet "4 Maw Future for
Local Trains®. The leaflet was launched
on Saturday 23rd Movembaer in Waood-
bridge at & public meating called by tha
East Suffolk Travellers® Association =
ona of the oldest of the line users
groups affiliated to RDS and celebrating
its 20th birthday.

The meeting was alzo called to calabrate
the complation of BR's £1.7m, modern-
ization of the East Suffolk Ling with open
crogsings, automatic points and radio
control of trains. The RDS leaflet
explaing how these work, and how they
cam Fedutsd operating costs and lead to
befter sarvices, and hopes to stimulate
similar schomes in other parts of the
country. National Vice-Chairman, Steve
Wilkingon, introducing the leaflet, said
that it representad a positive answer 1o




those politicians and officials who
weanted to write off rural railways, and
also strengthenad the case for restored
passenger services on lines which are
now restricted 1o freight services,

One freight-only line in our region once
more regained passenger trains for ong
day on 28th September, whan a throe-
car diesal-multiple unit chartered by
RDS in conjuncticn with two of our local
associated groups mads bwo relurn
trips on the Dereham branch. Dur afforts
to run a similar chaner rain on the
Swavesey branch in Cambridgeshire
hawve, however, 2o far bean thwarted by
doubts a1 some level of BR management
about the suitability of the track.

The new “Sprinter” DMU spant a
waakend in our area in MNovember,
travalling on wvarious branches which
are likely to see it in regular use from
1987, We have sent comments to BR on
members’ reactions (o the smoothnass
of ride, seating and other facilities.

One of our most successful aifiliated
groups, the Norh East Norfolk Travel-
lers’ Association, celebrated its tenth
anniversary in Octobaer and, 81 a packed
AGM in Cromear, was able 1o presant
Morth Walsham Rotary Club with a
cheque towards the purchase of a
wheeslchair for a local handicapped
child, The chegue représented part of
the profits on NENTA's éxcursion train
from Morth Walsham 1o Portsmouth
which was run in conjunction with the
Rotary Club.

On the same line, » suggestion from our
member, John Peacock, has led to BR's
putting in an extra stop at Gunion on the
latea Sharingham — Morwich frain on
Friday avenings. The reason - to ancour-
age patrons at the adjacent public house
to drink and then let someons aksd do
the driving homal

The &.G.M. of the Branch will be held in
the Lectura Theatre of Peterborough
City Musaum and Art Gallery on Satur-
day 22nd February al 2 pm. The
Museum is in Priestgate, less than five
minutes walk from the station, to the
gouth of the new shopping cantre.
Members of neighbouring branches will
glés be welcome 1o attend. Guast
gpeaker will be Mr Mike Evelegh, the
new  Chairman  of Cambridgeshing
Caunty Council's Transport Commition,

Trewvor Garrad

YORKSHIRE

With the announcement by the Ministry
of Transport that Waest Yorkshire is to be
limited in the next financial year o a
figure of £57.8m. on buses and trains -
14 millions less, it & elaimad, than the
amount neaded to maintain the presen
level of services - the shadow of Serpedl
leoms evar mone menacingly aver tha
rall network.

The present position is that the three
TUCE ingquiries into closure proposals
have been held and are awailing a
governmant decision. Two mare TUCC
inguiries are pending. There are sugges-
tions that the steady reductions in
government grants could resull in the
complete withdrawal of all rail services
io Miday, from both Bradiord and Leeds,
and also of services to Keighley and the
closure of Forstar Square Station in
Bradford.

Meanwhile Bradiord City Council fear
for the future of their Inter-City rail
sarvices, as once the line from King's
Cross to Lesds has been slectrifiad,
gervicas 1o Bradford could be
downgraded to the status of a branch-
line OMU. The Council's Consanvative
Deputy Group Leader has stated that
business people coming to Bradford are
appalled at the poor quality of the train
garvicns betwesn Bradiord and Leeds.

West Yorkshire County Council's Road
Safety Committes report that in 1584
ragd accidents in the counly cost
£90.7m. taking into account hospital
ireatrmant, insurance and time aff work,

Wark has now started on repairing the
Goole Swing Bridge, beginning with
strengthaning the cast iron pillars on the
approach to the cantral jetty. British Rail
have been criticized for the long delay
in starting the work since they recaived
the £®00,000 from the Humbearside
Council last March. At tha end of
Oectober the bridge was struck again by
a ship travalling upstream to Howden-
dyke.

On the final day of the TUCC hearing
inta the closure proposals for the
Huddersfliald = Denby Dale line British
Rail officials found themselves cast in
the not unfamiliar role of Shylock. A
West Yorkshire Transport Chief offerad
them a cheque for £200,000 in a last-
rninuta effort to save the ling frodm
closura. The cheque was refused, British
Rail's officials saying that they wanted
£500,000 and nothing less.

British Rail has entéred into an agree-
rmant with Humbarside County Coundgil
to modernize the Hull = Scarborough
line with the new diesal trains terrmed
“Pacars” and with automatic level eros-
gings which should lead to an improve-
mant in services.

Danis Bradibury

SEVERNSIDE

Tha article reproduced on page 3
appeared in the “Northavon Gazette”
dated 25th Octobar 1885, Thore have
bean periodic rumblings in the press
about @ station for Yate, but this is the
first time that | have seean a favaurabls
reaction from a BR official, The biggest
disadvantage of life in Yate during the
17 yoars | have lived thers has baan the

difficulty in raaching the long-distance
transpart natwork, whether for jourmneys
by rail or by coach, Bristol Parkway
station iz 10 miles away and little use
for people without a car 1o get them
there: there is no direct bus and the last
tima | sttempted the journey by bus il
took 2 hours, including a 50-minute wait
between buses at Downend. Drdinarily
| use Stapleton Road (on the Yate bus
routel or Temple Meads. Two main rail
routes pass through Yate itself. The
population of YateSodbury now
approaches 20,000,

NORTH WEST

The Morth West TUCC plans to hold
public hearings into the proposed
closure of the Settle = Carlisle line as
follows:

Appleby Grammar School: 24th -
2Eth March;

Trinity Further
Carlisle: 2nd = 4th April.

Education Eunlr‘i

The RDS, as one of the three founder
membears of the Soettle to Carlisla Joint
Action Committees, will be presenting its
case for the retention of the line, It is,
howawvar, equally important that all
readers who are registered objectors
appear at one of the Hearings to prasent
their casa as well, Thiz s vital if tha ling
is to be saved. Anyone requiring further
details should contact the Joint Action
Committee on 0524 388525,

Al a recent meeting of the Cumbria
Railway Association, Cyril Bleasdale, BR
Sector Director Inter-City, mada the
stariling announcament that as from
1988 ALL Inter-City services will ba
withidrawn from Blackpool, Holyhead
and Barrow, | was going to uss this
space to annpunce that the 0343
Blackpool to Euston train, which ==
reinstated following much public L
test, had been withdrawn again at the
and of the Blackpool lluminations. Mr
Bleasdale's announcemant makes the
withdrawal of this one train seem ifdg-
nificant, Mot many months ago the
rumour that BR was going 1o withdraw
Inter-City services from Blackpool, and
close Enfiald Road, Blackpool sidings,
was put 1o BR management. At that time
it was CATEGORICALLY DEMIED! h
would appear that once again ramaour
knows maore about what is to ooour on
BER than its own managament (unless of
coursa they ara deliberately misleading
staff and public alike as o their e
intentions which would ba a sarious
matter in a natonalised industry
charged with providing a public servicel.

In September a joint submission from
Lancashire County Council and the
Greater Manchester Council was made
o the Departmaent of Transport for the
£13 million Transport Supplementary
Grant (TSG) needed for the eléctrifica-
tion betwaan Manchestor and Blackpool



to procead. The submission ineluded
additional information on the benefits
of electrification to Blackpool's tourist
and conference trades, Bolton's aspira-
tiens for more office accommodation
and the potential benefits of a through
elactric service 10 Manchester Airport,
should that also be approved.

The submizsion threw some interasting
light on the ground rules laid down by
tha D.Tp. for the suthorisation of TSG.
The Department have stated in the past
that for a TS5G submission 1o be
approved it should hawve mora than
puraly local banefit to the community,
In advance talks with LOCAGMC the
D.Tp. advised them that TSG may not
be payvable on that portion of the
electrification schome which benefits
Inter-City (5.2 that portion which is othaer
than a puraly local banefit 1o the cam-
mumity]l. It would appear that in their
elfons 1o avoid investing in the railways
the Departrment can indesd stand logie
on fits head!

vy meatings have been taking
place recently betwaen Lancs County
Council and BR officials ower the
improvemants  planned o Preston
station in conjunctieon with the multi-
million pound shopping centra being
built on BR land alongside the station,
Hawing haard that BR ware to spend a
congiderable amount of money on sta-
tion improvermnents Lancs CC agresd 1o
spend  saveral  hundred  thousand
pounds on environmental iMprove-
rments 1o the station and its approaches,
imaging the feelings when BR came
back to zay that £3200,000 had beer
chopped from its side of the bargaln but,
BR “are confident that if the County
Councll and Preston Borowgh Council
ware able to mainiain thelr ofiginal
commitment of £225,000 without insis-
tences that this be directly matchad by
BA the previsusly planned pure envinen-
#=ntal package could be complated.®

Meadless 1o say the two countils
invalved are not too happy at this novel
peist to BR's paolicy of extracting pound
for pound promises oul of local
authoriiies for station Improvemeanis.
The last news was that the two councils
are gtill to spand their money but they
are sesking urgent explanattons from
BR as to their change of heart. As the
major shopping cantre is on leasehold
land from BR and will produce a healthy
rent for the raibesay it is yet amother
example of such income being used to
ricduce PS0 Grant from central govern-
mant rather than being ploughed back
into the system for everyona’s benafit,

G.BoyleA. Watts

NORTH MIDLANDS

The tourist potential of the Peak District
was eonvincingly demanstrated in the
Summar by packed special passenger
trains on the freight-only lines from
Darby 1o Wirksworth, and Mew Mills
Central to Buxton, The “Wirksworth

Phoenix” was so popular that it was
repeated In September, whilst Peak Rail
and BR wera planning to run Christmas
shoppers’ specials from Buxton through
ta Sheffield on two Saturdays in
Cacembar,

The Lincoln — Mewark — Mattingham Rail
Usars" Group continued to campaign
actively at its AGM in Movember, Local
BR managers told the meeting that they
had a positive attitude towards the line
and pointed to many fortheaming
improvamenis. Trains now used the
rafurbished Central station at Lincoln:
Nottingham  statien  improvements
would spon be completed, including
modernized passengear [ifts, VDU train
indicators on the platforms and APTIS
machings o speed wp ticket issuing, It
was hoped 1o raise the substandard
platform at Collingham and to improve
lghting a1 Rolleston,

Chut an the line, conductar guards veould
soon have PORTIS machines able (o
iszua tickels through to mare destina-
tioms, and further leval-crossing moder-
nization with concomitant stafl savings
should enable the line 1o open for longear
hours than the present doubbe-shift
daily, to give theatregoers their
lomg-awaited late-night train  from
Mottingham in 1587, Reliability should
improve significantly when the area
recaivas  the first fifty production
“Sprintear” DMUs, which cost half a
million pounds a wnit. In fact the pro-
totype Class 150 wnits have already
bagn running in service on the line,
whilst the Matro-Cammell class 151
provided a further novalty on tha Mat-
lock branch,

Malcolm Goadall

EAST MIDLANDS

Branch Committes member Darryl
Taylor-Smith had a full-page article
published in the “"MNorthants Evening
Telegraph®™ on 24th October, putting the
case for Inter-City electrification from
Bediand northwards 1o Corby, Laicaster,
Lesds and Bradford. He stressed “now
is tha time for customens 1o articulate
thair needs.” MNew busingss will, for
exampla, almost certainly be generated
if mlectric trains can weork through from
tha North and East Midlands 10 Gatwick
and the Socuth Coast wia the new Snow
Hill link (Lendon).

Somea Wallingborough passengers have
viriced thair concern at the possibility of
losing Inter-City trains if electrification
goes ahead. Mr Taylor-Smith, however,
suggests they “should perhaps asais
positively by carrying out an unbiased
survey among business and commearcial
interasts and the public to ses how big
this market is. f such a survey points to
an sconomic markat, than BR will listen.
Aftpr all, thay are in the business of
selling rail tranval.”

Trowvor Garrod

LINCOLNSHIRE

A waell-attended Branch meseting in
Sleaford on 12th October heard a 1alk by
East Anglian Branch member, John
Brodribb, on the modernization of the
East Suffolk Line and its relevance 1o
Lincolnshire. Several of the lines in this
county also have a large number of lewveal
crossings, and so the Branch has bean
sending the leaflat “A MNew Future for
Local Trains® to councillors and other
bodies 10 show them the benafits of the
ninw-5tyle crossings,

Another RDS leaflet that members have
been distributing locally is “Driver-Only
Trains: The Users’ Point of View™ , which
is especially ralevant to South Humber-
gice with its busy freight traffic.

The AGM of the Branch was dué to be
held on Saturday 15t February ot
2 pm, in 5t Mary-le-Wiglord Church
Hall, néxt 1o Lincoln Central Station, to
be followed, after the business, by a
video show.

Trevar Garrod

SOUTH WEST

The Devon membership is gradually
increasing. We now have approx. 20
members and | fieel that this increase is
partly due to the willingness of the
Exeter Ares Manager of BR 1o allow
display of ROS leaflets in his area; 1o
librarians who are definitely sympathe-
tic and again allow RDS leaflets 1o be
digplaved and not least, 10 existing
members who spread the word,

it should be possible in this area to
increase membership to a number suffi-
ciant to justify the formation of a formal
committes, Onca this figure is reached
I feal that the recruiting of mambars
would be even more speedy. A formal
committes would also enable meambars
of RDS in this area to feel fully integrated
into the Society, It any members can
think of new ways (o interest the public
ar fresh places whore the display of
leaflets would be permissible, | should
be plessed to know: (Mrs J. M, Fuller,
25, Swaatbriar Lane, Heavitres, Exatar,
EX1 JAE = Tel: 79245),

The “Express & Echo® of Bth Movember
1585 reported that a joint approach by
all South West counties s baing made
to British Rail for a better deal for the
travelling public. It was said that rela-
tipns batween Devon and British Rail
had ahways been good. It was also
disclosed that £1.400000 was belng
invested by BR in new wunits for the
Exotor = Exmowuth branch line and
£40,000 on  additional trains. Tha
Devon Transport Co-ordination Sub-
Committes is 1o give £20,000 to BR and
contribute £5.000 to a joint publicity
campaign

Joan M, Fulker




WALES

The inaugural meeting of the Society's
Thiteanth Branch was haeld  in
Shrewsbury on 16th Novembar and
attended by members from most parts
of the Principality. A Committee of ten
was elected, including Chairman:
Graham Talliday; Secratary: Adrian
Fawcett; Treasurer:Ted Evans; Press &
Publicity Officer: Chris Magner, Qur two
former Area Representatives John
Busler and Rod Mackay, will continue as
Committee Mambars with responsibility
for lecal issues arising in North and
South Wales respectively.

The meating was addressed by Br M.
Roorcroft, BR  Area Manager ar
Shrawsbury, whao s responsible for tha
lines to Aberystwyth and Pwilheli. He
gave encouraging news of BR's plans
for “Sprinters” and radio signalling on
thase lings and said the Barmouth
Viaduct would be available again for
loco-hauled trains in May 1988. A start
has besn mada in getting local com-
munities 10 adopl stations,

Unfariunataly the Sunday train servica
along the Cambrian Coast line batwean
Barmouth and Pwilheli operated by the
Cambrian Coast Line Action Group did
not load well this summer. Despite a
genercus subsidy by Geynedd County
Council the trains lost maney However,
on the August Bank Holiday over 130
people patronised the 10,00 and 15.30
Pwilhali = Barmouth trains. Regrattably
the sarvice was not as well advertised
as in previous years — advartising is vital
in the organizing of spacial workings.

Because of the proposed investmeont of
E4.7m. in the Cambrian Lines, sugges-
tiong ware made in September that tha
Action Group should close down. This
year Group bulleting and publicity have
been late in production and meetings
have been cancellad at shor notice.
Fortunately it was decided to keep the
Group in being at its AGM. From past
hard-gained experignce we  would
advise all line promeotion groups io
remain in being even when long soughit-
after ocbjectives have been achieved
because the winds of change can so
easily blow in different directions.
Saveral timaes in the lifetime of the
Action Group suggestions have been
made 1o close it down because the line
“seamod safe”. Each time history has
shown that the decision to stay in being
wirs the cormect ane. No line can ever be
100% safe. Other groups, please learn
from CCLAG - DONT CLOSE!
T.Garrod'C_Magnar

SCOTLAND

The message, via Scotland, from the
House of Lords

Wea have been looking at the recent
report by the House of Lords Salect
Committee an Overseas Trade, From it
wa deduce that the UK. must urgently

reduce the extent to which it depends
an molor vehicles.®  Lavish road build-
ing {Seotland has been a leading culprit
within the LLE.) must surely be stopped.
We tried to tall the local public inguiry
hald in Dundae in Noveamber that com-
pleting the city’s Inner Ring Road wauld
cost 5 in interast for each peak hour
vahicle expected 1o uge L

Evidence now reaching the Secretary of
State (for Scotland) about the Stepps
Bypass proposal {anothar in which we
participated) shows that, because of the
detour, motoring costs will INCREASE
and 34,2 hectares will be lost to agricul-
ture.®  The only marked gain will be in
travelling time, Will our descendents ba
able to export this? There are many
ways in which the money could batter
be invested in rail.

One is the Domoch Firth cut-off which
is new going forward for Parliamentary
approval but for which nat all the monay
has yei been pledged. Another [very
cheap) would be o guarantas the future
of Balloch Pier Station, 1o which the
Trangpor Users’ Consultative Commit-
e for Scotland has just short-sightedly

given the “thumbs down”; not noticing
that il &l the people from Merseyside
and York northwards were to opt for
anly one zail on Loch Lomond in thair
life the daily wse in summer could
amount to thousands. Elsewhers in
Strathciyde literally dorens of sensible
rail improvements (from the 51 Enochs
Bridge CrossChyda link 1o station (re]
apanings in aréas of increased populas-
tion) cry oul o be made {we have a
17-page document under preparation)
and of course much remains ta ba done
i Scotland despite Chris Green's his-
taric period as General Manager of
SCOTAHAIL which is now coming to an
end. Wa wish him well in his continuing
caraar with BRB!

Frank Nawville

* “Motor vehicles and their parts™ and
“Food, drink and tobacco™ ame the
largest two calegaories in our adverss
non-gil balance of payments actouni-
ing, respectively for =£2.502m. and
=£3,307m. out of a total of £11,765m
1984, (Per head of pop. this works .

at approx. —£50, <€66 and -£235 par
annmj.
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