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BRITAIN & AMERICA —
THE CRUMBLING EDGES!

Christmas seems to be the time whean
the Hoads Lobby gets its annieal pressnd
from the Department of Transport! in
1580 it was the Armitage Report; in 18981
the White Paper for increating heavy lorry
waights and [n 1982 i1 finally secured Gov-
ernmant approval to an increass in the

#sgimum weight of heavy lorries from

3 to 38 tonmes.

Thiz year, as reported in “Transport
Retort” * [Weal 7. Mo 11], it obtained
from the Governmant a revised schame for
adsaising road track costs which would —
if sccapted — rediuce the costs allocated 1o
the heaviest [orries but increase the burden
on buses and coaches. The ame issue of
“Retort™ also drew attention to a largs in-
creaie in rosd building expenditure aris-
ing from Chancellor, Nigel Lawson's publie
expenditure policy statement of 17th
Mowambser, 1o be financed by cuts in pub-
lic ransport spending. To complete this
“unholy trinity" “Retort” also repored
the widaly-leaked conclusions of a report
by Consulting Engineers, Mo, Hay &
Anderson which cast doubts on the future
:Il.l!l]i”['r of the Severn Bridge unless ur-
gent repairs are carried eut — and all be-
carse of the unprecedented and weipac-
ted increase in the incidence of heawy
sy traffic.

All the railways received in 1882 (al-
et sarly in Janwary 1983) was the Serpell
Report and for an early Christmas present
this year a cut of £300m. in the allocation
of P50 Gramt topether with a rather wool-
Iy “statement of obpectives™ fram the new
Secrotary of State for Transport, Micholas
Ridley, (See also “IN PARLIAMENT"),
Evesta in the UL K. aré, howeser, mirrored
closely by those in the US A and Harry
Miller, the leading American ralbway writ
er who contributed 1o our last issue (p.2]
todd me when he was ower herg in 1982
during “AAIL DEVELOFMENT WEEK™
that some two years would have to pass
before things “bottomaed out™ on the rall:
way scans and we 1aw mone positive in-
vesimant in rallway infrastructure which
wiat then slowly emerging in the LISA,

Mevertheless the simdlarities do not and
here a5 on the highways front they heve
actually hag a bridge collapss — when, on
Juna 28 last year a 100 foot stretch of the
eastbound roadway of the Connecticut
Turnpike's Mianus River Bridge, plunged
four wahicles 120 feet into the water below
killing 3 and injuring & similar number, The

resultant chaos which ensued, with 100,
000 vehicles having to be diverted could
wall be far surpassed if the Severn Bridge
were to suffer o similar fate. Meedless to
tay the bridge was soon rplaced and tha
highway was completely re-opened to
traffic on Saptember 10th. Arising from
this Connecticut DoT. reported that it
would cost $1.4bn. over the next 10 years
to repair the State’s crumbling bridges and
Righiways.

Even the running battle between the
G.LC, and Mre. Thatcher's Governmant
over “Fares Fair" and possibly also the
conclusions of the "Wood Inquiry into
Heavy Lorry Bans in London™ is mirmored
by that raging between the federal govern-
ment and many States @ over the legality
of state Laws banning doubbe-tandem tradl-
ars (e, 80,000 pounds, 70 foot long and
102 inches wide)l and this culminated in a
cate where a federal District Judge ruled
that Connecticut’s bans were “wnconstity-
tional"” and in viclation of the powers of
Congress 1o regulate inter-state commenca,
@ (incl. Mew York, Mew Jersey. Maine,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Virginia, South
Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Pennsylvania,
Maryland, lilinois, Idaho,and California, b

Gow, OFMaill subseqguently stated that
the state was prepared to appeal the mart-
ter all the way to the Supreme Court and
Rep. Geraldine Ferrarg (D-MY) later in-
troduced legislation to give the Secratary
of Transportation discretionary authority
to ban tandem trailers from sub-standard
interstate highways. At about the same
time it was reported that more than half
of the country’s 564,498 bridges morne
than 20 fest long were eroding. obsolets,
carried weight mstrictions or were com-
pletely cloted — no doubt from the heawy
pounding they had already received Trom
the truckers. It all has a parallel with the
conclusions of Husband & Co's inguiry,
carried out for the Armitage Report, into
the effects of heavier lorries on long span
bridiges and the whole scenario has a horr-

ibly familiar ring.

In this country, however, the Govern-
ment appears to have chosen the simple
expodient of trying to eliminate the opp
csition — by abolishing the G.L.C. (and
Metropolitan Countias), Whether sich s
tion would be “wnconstitutional” in the
USA — ar at least the way it is baing un
[continued on back page Co.2)

ROAD & RAIL COSTS
a COMPARISON

i This article is based on edited sxtract
from a letter by G.R. Tolliday published in
“Rail Enthusiast™ [Dec. 1883) and a letter
to the Prime Minister from J.H.Watkinson
{bath RDS members).

Briwsin"s present policy of increasing
dependence on road ransport oost the ne
tion much more than would a reversion o
the safer mode of rail travel. The follow-
ing figures were produced by the Central
Transport Consultative Commities [except
for the figurs for rosd sceidents — which
emarged during an 1TV programme in
March 1880):-

Fosd Pass. TpL Subsidy: — £ 781m
Foad (Maintenance &
Construction) - £2483m.
Hidden Subsidies:-
(Hvy, Lorries/Coaches) = E£1260m.
(Use of Company Cars) = E1000m+
Cost of Road Accidents — E£26500m

The tofal cost of EBD2dm.+ chould bo
cormnpared with the financial support to
B.R. af £900m.

It 5 often said that motorways ame
safer: | just do not believe this = a view
which i shared by a relative [formerby
manager for a major infurance campany |
who rofuses to drive on motorways aven
though the M5E runs almost by his door,
in the UK. the sverage number of fatal
sccidents s B—7 thowsand p.a. yet no
possanpgar was killed on B8R, in 3 consecu-
tive years. A recant EEC Commission He-
port estimated that the demage caused to
road surfeces by & 35 tonne loory was
00,000 timaes that of a private car. Under
the weight of heavy traffic the Victorian
sewers beneath the streets of our towns
and cities are literally collapsing as are
beidiges not designed for 40 tanne " jugger-
nauts’”, while motorways ane under con
stant repair ot & cost — believed to aver
age up to ETm. per mile.

1t would uvitimately save money if we
wiirg 1o changs our nationsl padiey and,
imstead of hopelessly seeking to cater for
mare and more traftic, switch ouwr efforts
to mesdernising and ebectrifying the whole
B.R. network. = Cormespondence with
Government Departments directly land
through M, Pz} has also elicited evidence of
spalling lack of financial and practical
awareness of the costs and needs of rail
and road users' subsidies coupled with evi:
dence of considerable bias against rail as a
transport mode,




No argements put forward have ade-
quately taken account of the costs (from
the use of motor vehicle on the road) of:-
Palicing: Tratfic Contral; Accidents: (Fire,
Ambulance & Hespital services); and the
coft of highway malntenance (to bath
Local and Contral Governmentl, A part-
icularly partisan approach is detected with
regard to the costing of rall services where
Iwith the exception of hospital costs of
the rare train accident) all services akin 1o
thass listed above are regulred to be pro-
vided by B.R, from it own resources —
and pald for by the rail wser, Many tax
and ratepryers do not own & car but con-
tribute to wbsidising the motorist

£7.000m. s sarmarked for road im-
provements up to 2000 AD, for the most
part 1o facilitate movernent of the holiday
makar at peak pericds, without any com-
mitment on his part 10 become more an-
ergy efficlent or drive more responsibly —
while B.R. is denied adequate capital fund-
ing — even in the short term. | suggest the
Cabinet drops i blinkered approach to
B.R's meads and either authorises the cap-
ital expenditure nesded for essentlal rafl
investrent up to 2000 AD or levies the
trus subsidy to highways in excess of
£1000m. on the individual motor vehicke
owner (about £160 per vehicle min.) Swuch
a realistic approsch would erdure that Bri-
t&im has a refiable rail network wwing nat-
ural resounces to provide transport in the
best interests of commerce and employ-
mant in peace time and for defence and
survival in the event of war.

GRT/JHW

METRO-COUNTIES CONFERENCE
BIRMINGHAM - 15th OCTOBER

The purpose of this gathering as stated
by Mr. Garrod (who chaired the momming
session] was to asess rail users’ response
to the Government's White Paper “Stream-
linimg the Citles™ and to considar our sir-
ategy to safeguard public transpost with-
in the conurbations. It wad also & means of
establishing a link with sympathetic local
politicians and other bodies.

The Conference was attended by 21
represantatives of ADS and local users’
groups from Metropolitan aress and was
pamlled to 3D at the afterncon session
with the addition of invited representatives
of st of the locsl suthortses whech
would ba affected. In the morning Canfer-
anca recetvad reports from local groups,
many of which complained that county
boundaries made little sense in rail terms
and It was suggested that local control
should be over groups of services rather
than the fragments of them which hap-
pened to fall within such boundaries.

Strathclyde, home of what appeared to
ba & very powarful road lobby had chan-
ged policy since the death of its provious
PTE Chief, and was now decrying rail sub-
sidies a3 “wasteful”. (RDS Seotland’s re-
ponse 1o this is surmmarised alsewhere in
this issuel. In contrast. the West Midlands
authority received praise, althouwgh split
responsibilities between BR, Councils and
PTES wore seen fo increase the work of
users’ groupd. 'West and Sowth Yorkshire

worg criticised for their bias towards tha
bus — West Yorkshire's off-peak fares pol-
icy being seen as an example of this. The
Tyne & Wear Metro on the other hand
had been successful and extensions ©o
Sunderland wwre being considered, alth-
ough there were problems with violence
and vandalism — due partly to low man-
ning lewals, The G,L.C, had also achieved
positive results in the areas of ““fares and
finance” and the RDS msponss to the
Goearnment's plans for London Transport
were circulated o delagates

Concarn was exprassed at the possible
results of the White Paper, particularly the
remaoval of democratic contral) the prog
oxals for privatisation end the inadequacy
of Borough Councils to administer public
transport affectively, Conference then ad-
journed for lunch after passing the follow-
ing Resolution:— [unanimaousiy]!

“We urga the Government, in formuls-
ting its policies for the future of public
transport in Metropolitan Areas, to guar
antee freedom and encourage provision of
resaurces for a public transport system no
bess extansive and accountable to users
than exists at the present time. Any fut-
ure transport authority should have boun-
claries wwhich maks sanss In railway terme”

The afternoon session was chaired by
M. Bevan and was intreduced by a short
pddress by Clir, P, Bateman [West Mid-
lands) who felt that developmaents in Bir
mingham (such as the airport and inter-
national station) might never have occur:
red without encoursgemant from the
County Council, which had strategic ko
wiedge of the nesds of the area. He saw
the proposed Joint Boards & & threst to
rail developments with pressunes to cut
costy leading to the abandonment of fer-
vices with thousands of job lossen. The
travel card, free travel for the disabled and
the integrated fares structure were alio
under threat. The White Paper having bean
produced for purely political reasons,
lacked ratienalisty and did not anabyse
the costs and savings which would be &n-
tailed by re-organisation.

Clir. Wayme Jenking {West Yorkshire)
in his Eeynote Address hlw“ﬁ'l'hd the
discrepancy betwesn the Inter-City net-
work and fesder and local services which
ware “hanging by a thread™ and sufiered
from irregular timetabiing. His authority
was neither “pro-rall of pro-bus’ but had
evaluated a long list of new stations — In
sddition to those already opened. Fund-
ing was howsver scarce even where there
wias a proven case for financial savings —
such as the Bredford trolbeybus expers
mant, He was critical of the Sec 20 grant
systern but stressed that it should not be
“killed oM completely without some
thing elss baing put in its place. B.R"s esti-
mates of yearly oparating costs varied o
widely & to make budgetting difficult and
their slow responis to requests for traffic
data exacarbated the situation. Light rail
might be the answer in $ome instanoss.

Cllr, Jenking stressad the political &
pects of the Government's attitudes snd
the blinkered approach of B.A's Corporate
Plan. The sttitedes produced by it (and

the Serpell Aeport] would affect transport
thinking even if the worst options were
not sdopted. Abalition of the Metropoli-
tan Counties would undo all their achigve-
ments to date. Mo such propasals hed been
mpoted witil they all came under Labour
contral [in 1381). The cost of the changes
{betweon E£165=E£170m, for snnusl run-
ning) with a proliferation of Committess
would leave less money for sctually un-
ning public transport. The White Paper
was also anti-democratic in that it took
responsibility one step further away from
slocted representatives — wha in the cise
of the Metropolitan Counties had been
supported by & far langer proportion of the
popalar vote than had the Government.
He summed up by referring to the ach-
iovements of hiz authority and forecast
that the advent of Joint Boards would be
preceded by o year of messy and indec-
sive government in 1885-6; there would be
competition betwesn Citles and Districts
resulting in higher fares, reduced Serviced
and more privatisation with “creaming” .
routes and in some ingtances “no-go’’ o
for public transport. There then followed
a lively question and answer sassion with
a panel consisting of Clirs. 5 Renilson
iMersayside], P.Batemnan, W.Jenkins, and
K.Hickman [(Greater Manchester].

(Copies of the full Conference Repart
are available at 50p (incl. postagel from
A Harwood, 139, Harrowdens Gardens,
Teddington, Middx, — make cheques pay-
abde to A.D.5.)

“A VOICE FOR RAIL USERS"

Have vou ever wanted to know:—

[a) how to boost usage of & service; (b)
how to run & special train; [c) how to lob-
by your local eouncils; (d) how to publi-
cies 8 service in @ novel way; (e} how to
form a users' group? ldess on these and
many other gquestions ane containeces,
thiz new bool, avallable at T8p. incl. p
sge from ADS Sales, 21, Morfolk FMoed,
Cutten Coldfield, Wast Midlands B7S 650
fromm whom our complete Sales List fs sl
availabls on receipl of SAE,

SIXTH NATIONAL CONFER-
ENCE OF RAIL USERS' GROUPS

The Society's mext major event i3 19
take place on Saturday, March 2th at
Uniwversity College, London. Each year, the
number of delegates attending our users’
groups conference has been greater than
the previous year. This time wa hops W0
continue that trend. Our guest speaker
will ba Parliamentary Under-Secratary at
the Department of Transport, David Mit-
chell BLP. There will also be specialist
speakers on “Provincial Services"™ and the
"Conurbations™, All users’ groups and
RDS Branches/Aress should already have
received inwitations, Individual membars
intergsted in attending (subject to limite
tions on space) should send o SAE to Mr.
T.AGarrad, 15 Clapham Road, Lowss-
toft, Suffolk, NRZ2 TROL




R.D.5 TRIP TO YORK
3rd DECEMBER 1983.

“The Railway Development Society is
an axtrarmely important body as far as BR
is concerned, they do much for the rail-
wiys, including putting on specials like the
ong timetabled for 3rd December from
Hertford Morth te York, All stations are
therefore indtructed to make announce-
menis to their customers wishing them a
gocd day aut and the compliments af the
soagon."”

This rmessege was sent out in the weekly
instructions to staff at all stations where
the RDS Special was picking up, Hertford
Morth and all stations vo Cambridge. Mot
e power Class 47106 complete with com-
memdarative headiroard and the two organ-
=== loft King's Cross at 06,55 to pick up

first customer, 8 BR courier at Crews
Hill bafors reaching Hertford MNorth at
640 where 176 intrepid travellers wera
walting. The pleture was repeated at Wat-
ton-at-Stone, where B0 boarded. nearly
B% of the village, including the Parish
Chairman. The story was repeated all the
way to Cambridge with the two-coach
platform at Foxton withessing its first 10-
coach train evarl

Full details of “'How to organise a Spe-
cial Train—with a difference™ are included
in the fact shest raferred 1o on o2 of our
last issue but swffice to say the train was
to prove a point = that there is a demand
from even rural areas for rallways and in-
tdresting excursions. The organisers sxper
isncad considerable resarvations from BR
staff and even RDS members as to the
witdom of running this train but in the
wvent it was filled to capacity with a sub-
stantial waiting list and not by RDS mam-
ars or “enthusiasts™ but ordinary mam-
bers of the public.

The organisers would like 1o thank
those members of the E.Anglia and Lon-
don Branches who worked so hard on the

Reproduced by courtiany af Leichrworeh Corae?

day to enture sverything went smoothly.
Several new members have been mades and
both the RDS and raibways have received
much valuabde publicity locally.

WLF/MH

REOPENINGS CONFERENCE

Members of RDS and reopening cam-
paigns from East Anglin, the East and West
Midlands, Yerkshire, the London area and
ths Scarth Wiast mat at Kattaring for & son-
ference on October 28th, RDS Reopenings
Cormmires Chairman, Trewer Garrod, re-
viewing the national situation, stressed
that we must “make the running™ in de-
ciding the terms in which the debate on
the ralbways’ future should be conducted.
Some politicians and poople in manage-
mant were constantly looking a1 ways of
cutting back the syitem; ""We should press
for expansson, not contraction."™

Station recpenings were con tinukng and
had reached B0 since 1965, (RDS has just
produced a new version of the Watton-ai-
Stone leaflet, lsting the seven new of re
opened stations on BR in 1863, This is
obitsinabde from MrW. L Freitsg 22, Cra
valls Road, Harpenden, Herts. ALS 1BD).
The re-routing of Bletchley trains into
Bedfiord Midland station, due to take place
in May 1984, wa: something for which
ADS had campalgred for some 3 years.

Reports of progress with various other
reopening campaigns around the country
were given. It was notable that Tony Spel-
ler's Amendment to the 1862 Transport
Act, providing for experimental re-open-
ings, had not so far been used for what it
was originally intended, viz, restoring an
axparimantal passanger servics on a freight-
only line n a Shire County. We must thare-
fore stap up the pressure for & small group
of such experiments. One delegate sugges-
ted that we should make 1984 “The Yoar
of Speller's Amendment."

TG

BOOKSHELF

“Stopping Train Britain™

We have not made a habit in recant
years of reviewing railway books, however
where they are particularly relevant to our
objectives we make occasional exceptions
This beok is a modern travel companion
which can do nothing but enhance and
encoursge rail travel for amyone plcking up
a copy and is capable of being lured away
froem their own intenel combustion ang
ing to the delight of seaing Britain from
anothar angle.

Most of the chapters were serialised in
the “"Observer” colour magazine but the
guality of the book surpesses any indivi-
duals attermnpt to keep the poorer news
type print in reatonable condition. Let
hope thay the Chapter on the Sattle o
Carlisle line will not cause the book to be-
come dated by its closure,

Tha author even comaes across the pro-
verbial lank haired, eczema scarred youth
wiighed down with loco badges, who un-
forunately epitomises the so-called rail
enthusiasts (sic.| Perhaps the irksome side
af the book i the aloofneis of the writer,
who preferd to svoid sy mention of the
réal railway potential seve that of provid
ing him with a comfortable living. It is an
era which he claims is coming to an end
but which this Soclety is convinced has a
furture.

My personal opinion of journalisw is
that they have a duty to be objective and
eritical but when they become a little more
than social historians, they have lost telr
“raison d'etre”. “Svopping Traln Briin™
hoeeever avoids becoming the dry gazetteer
to common in railway literature and is a
worthy addition to any bookshalf, but the
obgectivity it regretably missing.

WLF
* Hodder & Stoughton, 1983, E10.95

SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE

In Jume 1883, & small group of ADS
members undertook & sponsored cycle
ride to the re-opened Watton-at-Stone sta-
tion in Hertfordshire, The Re-openings
Sub-Committes hopes to arrange one [or
more) sudh rides 1o & re-opened station
this year = if possible = to co-incide with
Mational Bike Wesk — May 13—18. Sug
gestions for destnations, and wolunteers
o ride anything from 10 o 100 mibes,
probably on May 18th, should be sent to
Mr. LW.Page, 34, Hereward Close, Histan,
Cambridge, CBE4 4L5,

RAIL DEVELOPMENT
ENTERPRISES — new offer:—

(8] Wattor-at-Stone reproduction station
nama stickers, complete with opening
date — now aeailable.

(k) Car Sticker “OVERNIGHT. I'M THE
GREATEST” BR Might Star Parcels Ser-
wicE

(a) 50p. + SAE (6"x3"]., {b] FREE but
enclose SAE, From address in |ast hisuwe
(p.2, col. 3}, Remaining items available
while stocks last



MEMBERS' PLATFORM
“Where are the Women?"

Dear Sir,

The Editor asks why there are fow
women in the ROS, although they are pre-
daminant users of public ramsport. May
the reason not be that the RDS doss not
concern itself with the mode of transport
they nesd more than any other? Thare is,
indaed, mo ADStype body representing
the interests of bus users and one b wrgen-
tly meaded. Many rail wsers hawve written
off the buses a5 a practical means of get-
ting from A to B. This is certainly concos-
dant with the competence of their manage-
mant lor lack of it), but if the following
maxsures wene adopted | believe that there
would be a transformation in the guality
of our transport systern, and the rallways
would benefit by regaining much of the
traffic they lost due to past foeder route
closures,

111 Many of our rural buses would ba
replaced by new long-distance (B0 miles or
ol routes, Seme of thes: would run as
“rail-link™ type routes, whils othars would
simply cater for cross-country traffic on
routes where no rail facilities exist;

(2} All routes, bus and rall, would
wihiere possible be run on 8 regularinterval
timetable. This would assist the provision
of connections, which would be done on &
comprehensive basis;

(3] Comprehensive busirail timetables
would bo produced, Unlike existing bus
timetables, they would not be subject 1
umexpected alterations, but would be al-
tered 3 times a vear, just a5 existing BR
sarvices are;

(4) The comsumer volce would be
hoard at both “villsge” and “‘regional™
levels where thess new-style buses wan
concerned. At present only the former
wems 10 be considered at all, so that the
buses lose a great deal of longer distance
and holiday traffic
.5 | would be interested in hearing from
others who share my views, particularly if
they could help in starting a bus subsid-
iary or counterpart of the ADS

simon Morton
Carmbridge.

“Dont Bash the Arts Council”

= raply
Sir,

Mr. K. R Shaw is upset at my reference
to subsidies to the Arts Council in gengral
and to ballet and opara in particular, This
whole question of what i3 1o receive tax-
payers” cash and what is not is an issus of
the greatest importance now and &0 any
tirme. In Communist Russia, which | have
wigited twica, all things cultural are heavily
subsidisad, frivolous things, such & tourist
souvenins and clothes, are axpensive, Pub-
lie wransport b5 favoured and is incredibly
cheap, In a way, perhaps London i3 seak-
ing to emulate the USSR under Kan Liv-
ingstone, with an abundance of musical
activity in many concert halls, mostly sub-
sidisad, and with attempts to restrain the
coft of bus and tube fares.

Afer a lifotime of tesching, mnow re-
tired, | find mysell on a penslon wall be-
lowr the official poverty lewel in the UK. |
have no complaints = if | had spught
waalth | should have gane in for foothall
or pop music. But | fail to see why | should
pay tax 5o that ballet and opera can be
provided for well-hesled inhabimnt of
London while | have to be content with
musie {which | adore as long as it is classi-
call mostly comes from reconds or radio.
Recantly a pile of old car tyres masquera-
ding as “modern aft™ was sabotaged by
someone: wal he perhaps another DAP
with strong views on degenerate art forms?

Perhaps it was tactless of mae to refer 1o
baliet and opera. There are $o many other
forms of public expenditure of dubdous
importance. Londaners have many free
Ibridges limking the two halves of the city,
whareas alsewhere, as here in Marseyside,
or Humbarside, or the Severn Bridge quite
substantial charges are [nvoled in crossting
the river. How ruch did the Tharmes Bar-
rasgE costl

The subsidy paid to support road tran-
sport in the UK is at least £8,000m. ace-
ording to figures from the TUCC, come
pared with a figure of sbowt EB00m. for
BR. In referring to various subdidies | wis
trying to show that BR cannot falrly come
pats with rosd transport unless the two
modes are put on the same basis, e that
the track bed ior resd) is paid for by gow-
ernment plus signalling, stations, etc., |eav-
ing only the actual running corts & & legi-
timarte source of expenditurs.

G, H. Tolliday
Birkenhood, Merseyside.

The Editor will consider for publication
latters and articles on matters of general
imterest. Aoy opinions exprésied, however,
mist not be taken & necessarily reflecting
the official views of the Soclety.

The Editor also ressrves the right to
make “cuts’’,

I.P.G. CONFERENCE -
Sth DECEMBER 1983,

The Infrastructure Planning Group, a
committes set up by the |mstitution of
Civil Engineers, held a debate on Sth Dec-
amber an “Tha Future of the Railways."
Crear 300 delegates from organdisations such
as RD.5, Transport 2000, the M.ULR,
{who should, perhaps, have had a speaker
an the platform), R Travers-Morgan (1),
and many individuals from B.R‘s “Infre-
structurs™ staff, heard apeskers from B.R,
and the P.T.Ex and also Hazel Duffy (F.T,
Transport Correspondent].

Tom Bradley (ex.Chairman, Commons
Salect Committes on Transport) summa-
rised the problems we all know so well,
and condemned the terms on which Sar-
pell was asked to make his repart. For the
B.R.B, Jim O'Brien smoothly welcomed
his instructions from the Minister and
looked forsard to the challenge of fulfill-
ing the Corporate Plan. More meaty {snd
more worrying) was M. C. Purbrick's
{B.A.B. Diractor of Civil Enginesring) re-
sumé of the state of tha infrestructure,
and the amounts spant on it — les than

the European sverage (&8 a percantage of
capitall and less than the Department of
Transport's own recommendation.

He describad his job as providing the
infrastructure needed for the Sector Dir-
ectors” planned operations, but, as wsual,
all adjustments are downward — eg. line
singling—despite the increased traffic fore-
caits. Speakers from the P.T.Es gave a
good plcture of the work of authorities
running successful public transport net-
works; Hazel Duify was worried by two
things, the lack of the words “social
value™, and the fealing that The Question
"what do we want of B.R." — Sir Peter
Parker] had not vet baen properly answer
ad. Overall she balieved that service would
continue to crumble & stop-go cutbacks
tood the place of real action.

Among the points mbade from the floar,
G.A.Tolliday [for A.D.5.), in & very plthy
combination of guestions not satisfactor
ity answered from the platformn, pressed
the case for proper comparison of rail ssd
road costs. Other contributors detailec™s
poor state of B.A. infrastructure and can-
ed for longer term planning, The IPG will
report to the Government, and B.R. dur-
ing the next few maonths,

RPT

R.D.5. DIARY — (of RDS & others
Special Trains)

March/April — ADS/Corby District Coun-
cil. Corby to Glasgew/Edinburgh. Datails:
S5AE Mrn. A, Jordan, 13, Amhill Road,
Gratton, Corby,

Ddth Mareh — Welihpoo! Station Action
Group, Walshpool = Edinburgh. Picking
up all stations to CHESTER &WARRING-
TOM, bus conmnections from MACHYMNL-
LETH. £10. Detalls: M. Douglas, 53, Gun-
grog Park, Welshpool, POWYS,

Foh ov T4th Apri! = RDS North Herts.
Hertford North to Keighley and over S
f Carlisle — possible stops for picking

in HOTTINGHAM and SHEFFIELD, De-
tails: SAE, 22, Cravells Road, Harpenden,
Herts.

fdrh Aprif = Cotswold Line Promotion
Group, Oxford and most stations 1o Woe-
cester then York. Details: J.E.Stanley, 4,
Sandtford Rise, Charlbury, Owxon OX7 352

21sr April — MLE.N.T.A. North Walsham
and stations to March, Keighley and Car-
lisde, £14 Including steam trip at Keighley.
Dratails phone WALCOT 650715,

5th May — Repeat of N.EN.T.A trip of
215t April.

Sth May — Marlew & Mabdenhead Rail
Passengars’ Assn. Marlow to Central Wales
Lime, circular tour. Datails: L. Smith, 44,
Kidmore Rd. Caversham, Barks AGE TLL

Sth June — RDS London Branch/Ayles
bury & District Rail Passengers’ Assn
Marylebone to Milton Keynes with Inter-
mediaty itops st key stations, including
Quainton Road. E7 return Marylebone,
£8 Ayleghury, Details: SAE to F.Green,
6 Parton Close, Wendower, BUCKS,




LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

#Az most of the news in this column i3
likely to be bad In the coming months par-
haps we should start off with the good
As prediicted in our last isswe, the Minister
finally approved the E24m. slectrification
of the Tonbridge=Hastings line on 2th
October, an eléventh hour decision if eves
there was one. This welcome event was
fully reported in the last ssue of the
Branch Mewsletter “RAILONDON" wharne
It was stressed that any further delay
would have resulted in a situation whens
the existing rodling-stock would have besn
lite-expired before the new ebectric serdice
could be introduced. May 1988 & now
scheduled as the completion date and &
B.A. haz a good record in completion of
major works we shall at least have some-

ng 1o look forsard 1o in 2 years tima.

i i therefore an opporiune mome
w01l to reflect on the eifort which has gone
inte securing the approval of this major
radl irvestrnent and as our cofrespondent
in “RAIL ENTHUSIAST™ put it "Much
cridit must go to BUR, for their persist-
ence in pushing an electrification seherme
which broke the Ministry oriteria for in-
vestment...” but who was in fact pushing
B.R. [and the Gowernment)? RDS with
land throughl associsted Groups at Ton
bridge, Tunbridge Wells and Hestings, St
Leonards and Bexhill, not to mention the
sterling efforts of the local M.Ps have sur-
oly proved the growing strength of the
Rail Users” Movement which (a3 reposted
alsmwhera) will this year be addressed at
its Annual Conference by no less than a
Government Minister. |t isdifficult to be-
liove that sech a decision would have been
reached withowr the effors of aV those
mentioned above to whom our grateful
lJ";nh are due.

Tumning now to more sericus matters
responss to the Branch’s Memorandum on
the proposals for London Regional Trans-
port have been quite favourable and a del-
egation of Branch officers mat officials at
the Department of Transport to discuss the
matter in more detall on 17th Movember
= a meating with British Rall LB.5.E.
sector management is akio to ke place on
2nd February. We are now moving into the
political arena and the Branch Committes
considered its response 1o the Bill — pub-
lished in Decombar = and the Lobby of
Parligment (on 17th January) organissd
by the Trade Union Moverment, at its meet-
ing on 11th. Meverthabess we scho the
sentiments of TRANSPORT 2000 that
this is a forerunner of the Government's
efforts to stifle the influsnce of local gos-
srnmant on public rensport developmant
so that it can fsunch forth = unimpeded =
on & further massive rosd-building prog
ramme. All the indications are that onca
the G.L.C. hat been abolished {asuming
the Government succesds with this aim),
the road building plans of the Standing
Conference on London & South Cast Reg
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ional Planning will be proclaimed as the
solution to all the Region's probdems. It is
oufF tatk to endure that this doss not hap
pan!

On more local izsues discussions have
continued with Britsh Rail cver its plans
for the future redevelopment of Liverpoal
Streat at which we affirmed our long-stan-
ding aim to wsee & restored Easst London
Lina link into that terminus. 1T saems, how-
avar, that the proposals may have 1o be
trimmed down = with Ieis platforms and
approach tracks — which could seriously
impair the scope for increased capacity
which is what the scheme was all about in
the first place. The parmanent diversion of
all Richmond-Broed Street trains to
Morth Woolwich on completion of the
G.L.C. funded abectrification, with anly a
peak-hour service of dusl-voltage Watford
trains into Liverpool Street vie a single
line link at Graham Road now seems to be
the order of the day but B.R. seem 1o acc-
ept that this will requine a further T.ULC.C,
Imguiry, and closune notices for the Wor-
ship Street—Dalston Junction section may
have appeared by the time members read
these Motes. 5o far we are still to be con-
vinced that closure of the Kingiland corri-
dar ks the best solution and depending up-
on the responss from local wsers” groups a
formal objection iz almost certain 19 be
losdged.

Finally our campasgn on tha futurs of
the Marylebone—Aylesbury line &5 to be
expressed in a more tangible form with a
joint railtour to Milton Keyned (reported
elsewhere in this Bsue) in conjunction with
the local rall users’ group and we would
a5k all membars to give this their fullest
support. Other events organised for marm-
bers have included an illustrated lecture
on * Light Rail in Augtria™ held at Friends
House, Euston, on 23rd November and on
th February Mr. R. Malins, of 5.R. Chief
Passenger Manager's office is due to give a
talk entitled *“"Caring fior the customer —
lessons from Europe’ this time at an “out
af town'™ venus, namely Crowdon, details
of which will already have been notified
to local members. Following the appeal to
Branch mambers last year which Browght
in almast £160 the Committes, &1 T3 mast-
ing on 11th January agreed to purchass
appropriate display equipmant in time for
its first exhibition this year to be held at
High Wyeambe on 11th February, 1

WEST MIDLANDS

Both Staffs, and West Midlands E-uurlh-
Councils heve urgad B.R. 1o defer closure
of tha 10 mile Walsll—Brownhills—Lich-
field freight line pending a review of fut-
wre passengar and freight needs, Howesar
&t & public mesting in Stratford-on-Avon
on 1dih Decernber B.R. made clear it in
tention to press ahead with severance of
the Morth Warwicks, line south of Henley-
ir-Arden and to operate a reduced service
of 2 hourly trains. There was strong oppe
sition at the maeting and, of course B.R,

have still to obtain removal of the Court
Injuncticn before any closwre notices can
go up. RDS and other growps are activaly
pursuing opposition to B, R plans and we
hive published siernative sconomy sche
ame,

At & public mesting in Walsall on 22nd
Movember an RDS scheme to provide an
Aldrldga—Walsall train servics was snnoun-
ced. Requiring just cne platform the trains
would take just & mins. (compared with a
15 min, jowrney by busl, The meating also
stressed objections to closure of the
Brownhills line and commented an plens
to divert prdestrian accass after 7.0p.m.
at Walsall station, A public meeting wat
also comvened by the Bromegrove Passen-
gt Action Committes on 24th November
to oppose B, R plans to reduce it 8 traing
a day to 5, Some 70 residents who atten-
ded hesrd of problems related to train
mowaments, pathing and the split respon-
sibllity batween WH and LMRA. At Red-
ditch a now 4 week ticket was introduced
on 27th Movember offering bus and rail
travel batwean Birmingham and Redditch
plus bus travel in the Redditch Mew Town
for jut £26,

Passengar numbaers on West Midlands
traing increased by 14% in the 12 months
to June 1883, Every line achieved an In-
crease ranging from 3% on the NEC line to
26% on the Kidderminster route. Mew caf
parks are about to be embarked upon st
Bescot and at Hall Green, In May B.R. will
begin running H3Ts "under the wires™ on
Manchester/Liverpool = Birmingham =
South West services, Amongst the track
reduction schemes in the Branch's srea are
“dequadrification” in Walsall and Dusddes-
ton; singling the 20 miles through Uttoe
ter; singling 38 miles Shrewsbury—Green
Lane erossing and singling 12 miles Led-
bury — Shalwick Junction,

On 14th April 1984 the Branch will ba
running an Inter-city charter train from
Rugeley — Hednesford — Walsall snd Mew
Street o York; travelling out via Tam-
worth and Chevtarfisld; ratuming vla Hud-
darsfiald and Stockport. Finally, on 16th
October the Branch was hoit to 8 wery
suecestful Conference on the “Future of
Rall Services in Metropolitan Areas™ re-
ported more fully elsewhere in this ssue.

AR
EAST ANGLIA

After many years of campaigning part-
tcularly by the local Branch of RDS) the
Society i pleased to note that at long last
electrification has been agresd by the Min-
ister for the Cambridge—Bishops Stortford
line. Howsaver the short pisce of track be-
tween Shepreth Branch Junction and Roy-
ston has NOT been included in the scheme.
Ag the figure guoted was E2m, - it does
seem rather short-sighted 1o lewve this sec-
tion. Besr in mind the cost that will be an-
tailed 1o bring the contractors back into
the area at a later date, and, if the two
lines had been slectrified at the same time




the bemafit to British Hall in allowing for
batter aperational flexibility.

The current Cambridge/Liverpool St
rést 1EFVIOEL BFE B wary poor advert in gan-
eral for BR and the staff have apologised
to owr East Anglian members for the typs
of service that they are having to mun. If it
were not for their dedication the service
would ba rmisch worse! The Cambridge
electrification schemes have been going
backwardt and forwards far 50 many years
between the 0. Tp. and BB, that it seemed
they would aventually dissppear into ol
wion like the proverbisl “ooslam hind”™.
The saddest part of tha whole affair is that
whilst the Foyston to Cambridge servics
could be run on the existing electrical
supplies, the 35-mile stretch to Bithops
Stortford will reqguife & new main powar
source from the national grid and apparen-
tly the CEGE requires 2% vears notica of
nigw connections!

The ADS therefore weloomes the ann-
ouncement with sadness that the Royston
service has not been Included. Pressure
rust therefore be brought upon the Gov-
amment to change their minds and allow
the additional funding to electrify SOTH
routes, thus avoiding the inconvenient
change of trains at Royston, Several years
ago whaen the East Anglian Branch earried
out an on-traén survey It was wery appar-
ant that the two serviced cater Taf very
different markets.

On 19th Movember gur cofporate mam-
ber the Morth East Morfolk Travelless
Association carried over 400 people Trom
Marth Walsham and & other Naerfalk sta-
tions to London on a Shoppars' Special.
This was the third chartar train organised
by NENTA in 1883, The Association has
offersd part of the profits at a donation to
BR to help pay for the refurbishment of
Morth Walksham station.

ROS issved a 4-page repart on Servioes
betwesn East Anglia, the East Midlands
and tho Morth during the Autumn, This
listed a dozen suggestions for Improve
mant, including better through services
and eonnections on the Colchester — Ips-
wich — Peterborowgh = Mottingharm axis;
and better connections for the north at
Peterborough at certain times of the day.
Owr suggestions have been received fym-
pathetically by the Transport Usars” Con-
witative Committee, who have been hav-
ing saripus discussions on them with BR
management. & delegation from the Bra-
nch alsa met the Liverpool Street Divisio:
nal Manager on 213t December princip-
ally to express users’ concern at some of
the “singling"” proposals in East Anglia. In
particular on parts of the Stowmarket —
Marwich and NMorwich — Ely lines. — all of
which are “main” rather than simply
“hranch™ lines. RDS i3 also supporting its
corporats mambar the East Suffolk Travel-
lers’ Association in its fight to retain a
Lowestoft — Landon through train, which
BR propose to replace by & DMU connec-
tion at |pswich in May. Over 5000 leaf-
lots have been produced and distributed,

The Branch is working on 8 nenw boak
“East Anglia by Rail” & rail-orientated
guide book to the Raglon, including des-

criptions of 15 routes and places of intenest
easily accessible by rail, This is dus to ba
published in 3,000 coples this coming Eas-
ter. Plans are also well advanced for more
spacial trains in the region during 1984,
Including one from each of the Wisbech
and Dercham freight-only lines. Branch
members Steve Wilkinson and Poter Wake-
fiald have been In closs touch with the
eoal merchants federation, in & bid to an
sure that & many depots a3 possible cone
tinue to receive coal by rall when the old
typ2 of wagons are phasad out — later this

BT,

Finally the Branch AGM is due to be
hold on Saturdey 25th February at the
Central Library, Clapham Road, Lowes
woft, starting at 2.00p.m. Following the
business part of the mesting, there will b
o talk by Don Mathew, Transport Cam-
paigner of Friends of the Earth, with
whom RDS has campaigned successfully
on many oocasions.

EFWITIG

YORKSHIRE

British Rail is going ahead with plans
to close the Baathferry Swing Bridge near
Goole, and thus sever the rail link from
Goole to Hull, 1t is expected that the clo-
sire notices will be published by the time
rremibars read these Motes, The 125 year
abd bridge swings on an island jetty in the
River Ouse which is in need of extensive
repair. In 1873 the bridge was partially
demolished by & German freighter and
coit B.R. almost £1 million to repair
whilst gnly a few thousand pounds in dam-

win recovered from the shipping com-
pany., Sinos then the jetty has been struck
by passing ships on an aversge of 3-4 times
a year, It seems that B.H. has nover been
able 1o olbtain commensurate COMPenis-
tion for the damage cused and ona b5 left
wondering why insurance and depreciation
should not cover thise contingencies.

B, R, claim that to repair the bridge
would cost well over £2 million a3 against
£1m for lts demolition but the cost of a
piaw station at Goole would ba littke short
of a second million. The rail link would be
replaced by buses with an additional ser-
vice to the Saltmarsh area at presant sar-
yed by the trains although at the momant
they admit 1o having no funds eeailable to
support such asarvice. A local DML servica
would run from Goole to Doncaster to
connect with the Inber-City trains.

At awell-attended public meeting hold
in Goole in mid-Decamber it was stated
that the rosds in the Salt-marsh ares are
guits unsuited for a bus service, being nar
row, unfenced and adjacent to deep watar-
filled dykes. Thare is wideipread opposi-
tion in Goole to the closure proposals
which are seer & & threat to the trade of
the town. There is similar opposition in
Hull which would be left with only one
rail link to the wast by way of Selby —
disregarding the circuitous route to York
via Bridlington and Scarborough. Goole &
District Railway Action Group has been
formed to co-ordinate opposition to the
plan and the local branch of RDS s in
close contact with them.

M. ¥ orks County Council is to study the
oost of re-opening five closed stations in
pnd sround York in an effort to relieve
road congeition in the City. Hitherto the
County Council has been distinctly luke-
warm to rail developments in its ares and
is not opposing closure of the Sattle —
Carlisle line. However it has given financial
support to an automated level crossing
near Bedale on the freight-only Wensley-
dale lima.

DJe

SEVERNSIDE

Displays &t special public ments and
libraries, widespresd distribution of leaf-
lets mnd the sale of RDS publications in
bookshops, newsagents and modal railway
shops has brought in & faw new members
bt whilst many Parish Councils have ex-
pressed support for proposals to re-open
local stations &5 halts they have not so far
responded by joining the Society.

The subject of line “singling”™ & to &8
fare In this issun and experisnce in See
side should serve a5 a waming with the eax-
tansive reduction of trackage countrywide
forecast in the November “Fail Enthusi-
ait”. Absence of a passing loop betwean
Swindon and Kemble woriend Late-runn:
ing especially when the route carries diver
ted trains. Delays st Kemble can result in
ennnecthons being missed at Swindon with
a consequential risk of fallure to reach
Gatwick and Heathrow Airports in time
fior resarved flights. With large numbers of
cammauters using High Speed Trains much
overcrowding is experienced on the Pedd-
ington — Swindon section. Accordingly a
proposal has been sent to B.R. to operate
a now Inter- Regional service which would
enable many long distance travellers o
avoid Paddington altogether. viz Glouces-
tiF U5 London Victoria

Only a skeleton bus service now oper-
ates batemen Stonehouse snd Gloucester
because B.R. ha gained most of the e,
medd. Several of the most popular serv,
are overcrowded even without the extra
Spmmertime butiness of motorists who
abandon wehicles during the worst Winter
weather. An emergency service with &
double deck bus could not cops with all
the passengers at Stonehouss whan the
7.30 Swindon — ‘Worcester was diverted
via Badminton recently, A diverted Frel-
ghtliner train stuck on the inclire ot Sapp-
erton and the DML had to run through to
Bristol Parkway to reverse causing hemvy
delay 1o connecting services at Gloucestar.
A shoriar emergency route could heva
been provided to link Chipping Sodbury
and Yate but development has now taken
place on the former Westerleigh East
Currve.

If the Stroud — Standish Junc. singled
proposal Is pursued the restoration of
single platform halts at Cashes Green and
Ebley would be possible but extra rolling
stock would be required, Re-opening of a
halt at Minety on the singed section be-
tween Swindon and Kemible would provide
usaful access to the Cotswold Water Park.
These proposals have been put forward on



a number of cccations over the last 10
years but the extra time nesded for calls at
such halts would pose timetabling prob-
lems for connections at Cheltenham, Glou-
castar and Swindon,

Singling of parts of the Western Region
ling to Exeter provide sirmilar opportuni
tiet and Bramch membars have bean con-
sulted on the prospects for Lavington,
LSomerton and . The intended
langth of the section to be singled s e yet
unknown. Similarly whether any of tha
London—South West H5Ts would have to
be re-rowuted via Bristol. Studies continue
into possible new service patterns in Avon
Someriet, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire
with the incressing public preference for
cheaper and faster rail services (than by
busl. Many of the propossd locations al-
ready have adequate car-parking space (or
suitable adjacent ground) so country folk
would not heve 1 drive many miles to 8
railhead althowgh traing can be mised
when intending passengers have to come
pele with the overllow from nearby Super-

R,

ERB
NORTH WEST

On Satwrday 17th Decamber 1983 a
spacial train on the Setthe = Carlizle line
comeryed many repressntatives from local
authorities who have contributed 1o the
oost of hiring P.E.LD.A. 1o do & full sur-
vy of the line. The survey, costing
£34,000 is being shared by Cumbsria, West
YWorks, and Lancs. County Countil, other
local authoritses, the English Tourist Board
and the Countryside Commission. At a
spacial Press Conference held in Garside
thefr spokesman said that the line was im-
portant for a number of reasons:- {a) It
provides a service to the commamity; (bl
It is essential for the Tutureé of tourism i
the area; (el It provides jobs In an Bres
with high wnemploymant; and (d) closure
of the Settle—Carlisle may foreshadow
Alear rail closures in the snes.

t is interesting to note that British
Hail's Project Manager for the Settle—Car-
lighe line was included in the party on
board the special train and that B.R. have
contributed to the PEIDA study the sum
of £2.000, Shortly after this trip BR peost-
ed up the long-awaited Sec. 56 (7} closure
notloes. The obpection pericd runs from
Ducembar 24th! until February 4th 1984,
MNesdiess to sxy the Settle vo Carlisle Joint
Action Committee have objected wery
strongly to the timing: the short period
allowed and are seeking an extension.

Mow that the closure notioes have been
posted the Sertle to Carlisle Joint Action
Commites have produced a leaflet and
4,000 are being distributed door 1o door
along the length of the line, Further pub-
lic meatings are being arranged especially
at Kirkby Stephen, Keighley and Bradford,
interest in the campaign is coming from
all quarters and Peter Horton, Secretary of
the JLA_C. is baing inundated with requasts
for kelp and information. Those wishing
more particulars should contact him at
31, Harcourt Road, Lancaster, LAT 2NZ,

In connection with the future of the
Crzanholme=Windarmere line the Morth
Wast Branch hald a public meeting at Ken-
dal on Tth January in order to form a rail
users' group for the line. Speakers were
Richard ‘Watts (Bramch Chairman] and
Peter Horton (V. Chalrman). This line,
which Serpell sald should be closed, could
play & much more important role in re-
lieving the rosd congestion in the Winder-
mere area during the Summer. It might
&leo be possibde todevelop a “park & ride’
scherme on it similar to those on some
Cornith holiday lines.

Meanwhile on the Copypit Line (Rose
Growe — Todmorden] B.H. has recantly
announced messures which will seert its
threatened closure. Betesen Leeds and
Preston, the service will be for an experi-
mental period of 2 years and consist of 5§
traing & day. In the original list of lines to
close published with announcement of
B.R's Corporate Plan last vear, Copypit
nowy seams to have earmed a reprieve, A
new servics, which it due to start in Octo
bear this year, will also bring about a wel-
come improvement on the East Lancs,
Line and help combai competition from
express coaches recently introduced from
Preston to Bumnley via Blackburn, Accrin-
gton on opening of the MBS, On Leeds —
Skipton/Carmnforth loco-hauled trains from
Hull 1o Lancaster are &lio due 10 be Intro-
duced with this vear's May Timetabla,

Fimally the forthcoming International
Garden Festival in Liverpood, during 1884,
i5 to be served by & Light Raihway. & 15in.
gauge line is presently being constructed
and will be oparated by the Romney, Hy-
the and Chymchurch Railway Co., Maine
line sccess to the Festival site will ba via
St.Michaels station on the Liverpoo! (Cen-
tral] = Hunts Crogs line, |n addition to
those mentioned in previous iiswes, the
M.P.T.E. is considering new stations at the
followding sites: Bowring Park, Huyton
Curarry, Whiston and Marshalks Cross — all
on the Lime Sirest — StHalens line; and
Maghull North—on the Central—=Crmskirk

Rw/nE
NORTH MIDLANDS

At a meeting in Nottingham, on Novem-
ber 26th, the Sosiety's Minth Bramch wias
formed, covering the counties of Motting
hamshire and Derbyshire, following a sub-
stantial growth in membership in recant
mevthie. A Committes of slx was slected
and discussions took place on priorities for
ADS campaigring in the ares. In partboular
the scops for a Nottingham—Birmingham
direct sarvice wa sxamined, and a new
joint approach to BR is likely, between
Transport 2000 and the Midlands and N.
Midlands Branches of RDS. An encourag
ing report was received from the Newark
=Mottingham=Lincoln Mail Users® Assn,,
recertly formed on ADS initiative. The
campalgn for & restored passengar service
to Mansfield and re-oponad stations for
cartain othar towns, ¢.g. lkeston, will also
feature in the activities of the new E“‘II:IJ:{I’EL

LINCOLNSHIRE

Our corporate member, the South East
Lincodnshire Travellers” Assn. held its
AGM at Skegness on Movember 12th. BR's
Area Manager told the meeting that the
lire from Grantham was safe *'for the next
five woars at least’” and hinted that the
opening hours of Skegness station might
e extanded. With the gradual automation
of level crossings, the high running costs
which were BR"s original pretest for intro-
ducing 8 10-hour shift on the line are be-
ing reduced — and it is the ADS view that
BR musr ba prassed to extend the hours
of apening of the Boston — Skegness sec-
tion, 'We welcome this first hint that they
are Indeed looking at the possibdlity. Fur
thar walcome news given at the mesting
was that Lincolnshire County Councgil now
pays for 150 school students to be taken
by train from Metheringham snd Fusk-
ington inte Lincoln each day and 110
from Heckington, 196

DEVON

British Rail have now narmed their price
for the Bideford and Barnstaphe railvway.
The total price for the 9% mile stretch of
fine of EI13000 works out &t sbout
E34,000 per mile, The Maorth Devon Railk
way Presarvation Society have decided to
form a company, and invite people 1o buy
shares in an atternpt to radse this sum of
ey and buy and run the line, o

SCOTLAND

The main concern of the Branch in the
last few months has beon the Serpell-type
inquiry into the futuwre of Strathchyde's
grant-aided rail services (a8 reported in our
last sve — pB) the publication date of
which was revealed by Malcolm Waugh,
Chairman of the Regional Council’s high-
ways & Transportation Committes, at tha
Branch's first public meeting. which was
held in Glasgow City Halls, on 26th Mow-
pmber. The maeting had been designed a8
an exercise in public education in antici
pation of the working party report and
our timing seems to have been right. 1t was
attanded by about 100 people, largaly
from community councils, tenants’ assoc
iations, churches, trade wnbsns and amen-
ity bodies.

Tha Chair was taken by Dr, Micolette
Carlaw, twice an Ecology Party candidate
for Glasgow constituencies in Parflamen-
tary elections and the first main spaaker,
R.A Wood, Tyne & Wear PTE'S market-
ing and information officer showed a film
and gave an Informative talk. A simple
truth was eloguent. The Tynediders had
decided — and they had acted! Ken Suth-
erland, ADS (Scotland); who is a lecturer
in geography and modern studies, spoke
mext The Glanwegians had drowm up some
splendid plans for railway development
but. after the first ingtaiment, hed put
therm on the shelf [meantime continuing
with the urban motorway programmel.

=



Mary of the audience were clearly pained
by the eantrast and a forest of hands were
raised in support of the resolution which
appeared on the agenda, as follows:—

“That this meeting, not satisfled with
the rate af progress towards the provision
of @ modernised and integrated public pas-
sanger transport system for Strathclyde,
calls upon the Railway Development Soc-
ity (Seotland] to conter with other bodies
and individuals believing in this objective
with a wiew to ebtaining for it a high plan-
ning and greater investment priority,”

At the end of the masting, Clir. Waugh
remarked that he had heard much which
wins warth noting and that the long await:
ed Working Growp's report would be pub-
lished on 13th December. In the event it
appeared on 12 th and one might be exous-
ed for thinking that he had in fact noted
what hed been worth noting and had al
owed his ming fo be changed, We had not
really dared hope for the electrification to
Easr Kilbride amd Cumbsrnauld (in the
report) and the increased frequency fo
Kilmarnock. [The Larg elecirification,
also highly satisfactory news, had been
foreshadowed by the local MLP.). The pro-
posed closures were not 88 drastic & press
Isaks had led us 1o fear. We will, howevar,
fight these (and the line singlings and some-
what excessive degree of de-stafiing of sw-
thons) which the Working Group have pre
santed a5 being an inseparable part of the
package.

Whether or not our fighting stance (on
26th Movember] helped to securs this
mose palatabde package we will neverthe-
less continue the fight to make the locsl
rail wser as wall off in werme of service &
he is able to be. —Alio on 26th Mevambear
“Friends of the West Highland Line™ held
& sucesss{ul meating in Dban. Attended by
about 40 people it was lively, long and de-
tailed. Speskers included Cllr. David Web-
ster, for many years an energetic promo-
ter of tourism in the area: Colin Shearer,
BR"s area manager, and Ken Melntyre of
MUR DOban Branch.

Clir. Webster advocated a co-grdinated
approach by local awthorities to obtain
mare rallway investmant (with support
from the EEC) and Mr, Shearer said that
lpcal businesses and BR were drawing up a
“halance sheat” for the line 1o promote
both pessengar & freight traffic and pro-
mised that improvements in rolling stock
would be made in tirme for the 1084 sa8ton
when (a3 in 1883] a Sunday timetable
would operate.

Both mestings received good coversgs
in the press and on the BEC and RDS rep-
resentatives ware interviewed on a mambser
of issues — including one broadcsst in
Gaslic.

FHN/JIWE

“TRACK SINGLING™

“Bottlenacks™ is the tithe of a new RDS
beafiet, putting what we consider a balan-
cad wlew on track singling proposals. Ay
ailable from Mr, Freitag [address above),

dertaken — will néver ba known bacaiisa
of the differing laws of the two countries,
bt in this sountry at least ons commen-
tator hias “raised the fEee™ and a5 | wrim
& revolt of Tory “Backbench™ M. Ps has
just wken place ower its “rate-capping”
proposals including a former Prime Mini-
ster and others of farmer Cabinet rank.

What, however, has this all to do with
British Rail you may ask? The answer is
simple — “Bridges”. Apart from the ob
vious threat 1o many of the Board's older
ower-bridges as a result of the introduction
of hesvier lorries it faces incressing prob-
leers with many of its major structunes —
all at least 100 years old. |f &8 motoraay
visduct becomes unsafe — even if it i only
a fow yvears old — the money is wually
found to repair it What of Barmouth,
Ribblehead, the bridge at Goole (5en Reg:
ional Motesi? Ewen the Sudbury Branch
may have to close if major repairs became
necessary to the Chapple viaduet!

‘What double standards rule governmant
attitwdes 1o road and rail oF is it just part
of an attampt to introducs Saopsll by the
back door? The only glimmer of hope Is
the amargence of a view, expressed by lan
Phillips, Director af Finance and Planning
at LT, a contributor to the Conference
referred to In the last Regicnal Motes (.5,
col. 2] wha, In 8 recent article in the inter-
national magazine “Mass Transit™ extolled
the virtues of cost benefit analysiy to juse-
ity financial support for public transport

If the E-mr-mrruntglt thair wary, howavar,
by the time such a view becomes received
wizdom in official circles most of the auth-
arities who practice it could well heve dis-
appeared.

JWE
* Morthly Magazine of “Transport 2000
Ltﬁ.."
With acknowledgernents to "Committes
for Batter Transit Ine”, New York.

AYLESBURY USERS' GROUP

Mention is not normally made of spec-
ifie Usars” Groups except under "REGIO-
MAL NOTES™, but as this group was est-
ablithed to fight for the line"s survival and
from money from the Ant-Closure Fund,
it iz of sulficient Importance for all mem-
bers. Following the mesting reported in
the |ast RDM (at page &, col.2] anothar
hald at GtMimsanden was egually well-
attended,

An Aylesbury & Diswrict Rail Pasess,
gers” Asan, was st up and all memibe -
ing in the area or concanned with the fut-
ure of the ling {from Marylebone) are ur-
ged to join, John Craven of “Newsround™
has contributed o their funds. Thay are
organising a special train on Bth June
[see elsewhere), Membership min, £1.00;
datails from David Gray, “Alicante’™, Ris-
borough Foad, Terrick, Aylesbury, Bucks,

F T WA & MOTORWAY
WIADIACT T EXFLCT THEY D
CAT U THE HOWEY T

REFAIR T STRRICHT AWAY

RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT NEWS s aditad by Kaith Willson, 11a, Aspinall Road,

London 5.E.4.

Sub Editor: A, Bevan, 12, Morris Figld Croft, Hall Gresn, Birmingharm, B28 0RMN,

Circulation

: to whom any advice of non-recaipt of RDN efc., should be

Manager _
sent: J. W, Barfieid, 108, Barwick Road, London E16 305,

Mr. Bewan is responsible for REGIOMAL NOTES, Mr. Willson for all other material, To
prsure inclusion In the next issue (o be published in JUME} sl material must ba in the
hands of the appropriate editor by WEDNESDAY 28th MARCH,

Pubslished by the RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY
BM-ROE, London WETN 3 {Tel: 01-405 0463)

Primted by Print-Owt, High Serest, Histon, Cembridge.




IN PARLIAMENT
Salected extracts from parlinmantary

questions and

No. 20

Under-Secretary of State, David Mitchell or Minister of State, Lynda Chalker.

C = Consarvative, Lab, = Lakgur, Lib, = Liberal,
An astorisk denotes the reply was given orally.

FEERUARY 1984

Commons replies given by Transport Seeretary, Nicholss Ridley or his

L.T. Bill gats rough passage

The most controversial transport mes
wire going through Parliament at the
momant is the London Reglonal Transport
Bill — the legitletion designed to taks
eway London Transport from the Greater
Londan Counsil. These proposals are very
unpopular with Londoners, according to
an opinion sundey published in mid-Dec-
ember. A guota poll showed not only a
hesvy majority in fevour of GLC tramns-

mnpt polhches, bt also 8 3ix par cant swing
their favour against a poll taken five
months earlier,

After some deley, the Bill was sventu-
ally given a second resding on 13 Decam-
ber by 308 votes to 165, a Government
majority of 144,

Buses & tubes to be
separate subsidiaries
DECEMBER 13" Opening the debate
My, Ridiey sald the purpese of the Bill waa
to improwe London's transport. |© markoed
the end of an unsuccessful 14-year axperi-
ment. |t was proposed simply o losep
London Transport & it is, but to transfer
contral of it from the GLC to the Govern
ment. The London Transport Exscutive
would asswme its mew name, London Reg

iosreal Tr
LAT"s bus and underground cperations
would be eastablished as separate subsidia-
= under LRT & a holding body. Separ-
companies would be accountable for
their own performance

Mipal Spearing (Lab, Mewham South) in-
tervensd to ask: "lsn't that explanation
the opposite of what you said sarlier about
LT remaining much a6 It wis bafore? Do
you agree that the arrengermsant yod hive
just explained goes back to befors 1912
in terms of integration of buses and rail-
wWysr

Mr. Ridley: ©1 was referring to the statu-
tory position. [nstead of re-forming & new
LT, we are simply taking the axisting one
and transferring it back o the Govern-
mant. At the FIH'.H“I'I'I we are making

sEparats companies.

A long term reason for the Bill was the
nepd for clossr co-operation bavween
London's bus and undesrground services
and British Rall. The two operators would
be subject to compatible palicy and finan-
cisd framework. He would set up & liakson
commities consisting of the two bodies,
LAT would assume the funclions of sub-
sidising authority to BR's services in the
London region. LAT would becoms the
sole suthority responsibie for the alloce-

Robert Adlpy [C. Christchurch] said the
closar the opevations of BR and LT couwld
be brought together the better. Could BR
take over the railway operations of LRT?

Loosening & monopaly
dating from 1933

. Ridiey said it was possible 1o foresee
happening, but he did not think tha
was the solution to the problerms many
had in mind. It was more o quest-
i phasing the Interchangss amang
| and tube terminals 20 that pessen-
Id mowe around easily, The secur-
batter value for money would be
the first and most important tesks
chairman of LRT and his

g5
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main bus company would be en-
to form smaller subsidiaries to
take further the decentralisation alroady
started, and the ancillary services, such &
engineering and maintenance, could be
ostabdished as subsidiary companies and
sell their services in competition with

i

indapandent suppliers whermver this made
SConDmic sanse, There were many possib-
ilithes, such as the use of low capacity weh-
icles in outlying aress, whers thare was 8
demand but not sufficient to justify the
use of LAT's buses, Thay would be seek-
ing to loosen the monopolistic position
that LT had held since 1933 An elected
body for the LAT board wes simply not
workable. Ratepayers could, through their
MPs, question the call that LRT made on
public funds.

Turming to concassionary fares for the
eldarly and disabled. he said that the Bill
did not kill the schema.

Harry Greenway (C, Ealing North) said the
pazsas were imporiant toamilllon penslon
ors; would the minister seek power for
them o continee’

M. Rrdley replied that it would not be
right for the Government to legislate te
take away what was the function of local
government London boroughs would take
cvar that responsibility,

Tory Banks (Lab. Mewham North-West)
said the London Boroughs Association had
no statutory powers 1o compel borougha
to join in the concmslonary fares schema,
The decision would be discretionary,

Mr. Ridley: “Porhaps you will therefors
sodress vour entreaties to the Landon

Borowghs rather than to me"™

Hugh Dykes |C. Harrow East) said the
concestionary fystem wal vital to pension-
&rs; the minister was risking skating lightly
ovar this serious subject. Which other Lon-
don boroughs had expressed reservations?

Mr. Aidiey: ““There sre differences af op-
inlan insomse Conservative-controlled bae-
oughs over the best mathod of providing
concessipnary fares, but not about whet-
hier they should be provided. | rely an you
o ensure that your pensioners ane protes-

Bill ‘designed’ to raise fares,
reduce services.

Jofin Proscott (Lab  Kingston-on-Huall,
East and shadow defence sscritary] sabd
thee Bill wrould even tually ineraass real fares
and reduce services. |t was designed to do
that. Since 1970 thers had been & decline

soime to the decline of population of nner
cities and some due to incressing costs dus
explosion in ofl prices. It was not
y an argument of efficiency.
Evidenca supgested that low fams led
to greater use of the transport syatem.
South Yorkshire PTE — where one could
traved six riles for 11p = was the only one
that had roversed the decline in public

£g
g

transysort.

& gresier level of public support was
ssen in this country as an idealogical diff-
grence between both sides of the Houss.
It was not viewed a8 such in America and
Eurpcpa. More resources relieved oconges-
tion, conserved energy, reduced sccidents,
snd led 1o the meximum use of essets in
wihieh irvestrient had already boen made.
Aftor the doubling of fares in London,
accidents increased by nearly 3,000 in four
months, LT had argued that ssrvice cuts
and fare incressas could lead to the los of
5,000 jobs, at a cost to the Gowernment of
E£30 million merely to fund thoss on the
daole. If the minister would also resssune
pansioners that they would still have con-
cessionary travel passes, it would end un-
cartainty.

Only way of breaking
‘pensioners’ scheme,

Mr. Spearing intervensd to say that no
Consarvative GLC would conceds a change
in the concessionary scheme, as it could
not stand it at an election. The anly way
far the minkver to break the pensionen’
scharme wad 1o give the aptien to some of




the boroughs,

That was right Mr. Prescott continued,
Tha Select Committes on Transport had
made it clsar that the system should not
be handied by the Transport Department
(*wa donot beliove that the transport pro-
blems of Londan are 3o acute & to justify
depriving London’s electorate of a major
role In transport decision-making ™) The
Bill would producs a Whitshall-directed
quango to meet the needs of the Treasury
rather than thoss of randpart.

Edward Leigh (C. Gainsborough & Horm-
castia) said it took five and a half people
torun one LT bus compared with three to
run & Mationsl Bus Company bus and one
to run @ private bus, The GLC hed failed
and LT must be taken out of in control,
LT was not oriented towards the consu-
roer, He had llved for 17 years on the No.9
bus route — which had not changed in 100
yoars. He would not be disappainted when
it was reformed and moved with the tirmes.

Organisation held up
a5 worldwide model,

Mr. Spearing said that many London bus
routes had remained the same in the osn-
tral area — Nos.8 and 11 were prime ecam-
ples — bacauss the rosds and shops had
stayed the same; a built-up srea that exis
ted before the motor car. It had not bean
gasy for the GLC to take over from the
LCC in 1960, The LCC ran a magnificant
and sucosssful municipal transport service,
probably the biggest tramway network in
western Europe, under various administire-
tions including the Conservatives, who sub-
sidised the trama. The present Bill would
put the clock back to before 1833, The
Bill that created London Passenger Board
was finally piloted through the House by
the Liberal P.J.Pybus, and had sll-party

support

Im 1812 bus and undarground sendics
were integrated, because underground was
bullt on a promoter's trick snd was kept
alive by bui services. Since buses faced
gaempetition fram the car, the underground
had supported them. What the Bill prop-
osed was disimtegration. Two men should
be mentioned on the day thelr creaticn
wind destrayed: one B grocer's boy in Lam-
beth (Herbert Morrison], the other & tram
conductor in Detrodt [Lard Ashfiald), ™1t
waa through their efforis that LT was
created.” Both men ware born In this cou
nitry and ended up on differsnt sides of the
House. The Bill broke up an organisatscn
that had been held up & & model warld
wide, Lord Ashfisld, in 1833, wanted fus-
hon, but this Bill would bring only confu-
shon,

Sir Phitip Goodhart (G, Beckenham) said
his constitwency’s prosperity had baen de-
pandent on good transport links with can-
tral London. A third of his constituents
did not heve cars, Part of the problem had
been mat by the proliferatich of minlcab
comipanied, which wene the unsung heross
of suburban travel. A middle wiy should
be available betwsan the few lumbering

buses and the flexible but expensive mink-
cabs, The gap could be filled by minibuses,
which In Hong Kong carried 10 per cent
of passengers using public transport.

“I have reciived scores of coupons
ghout concessionary travel for penshoners.
To sorme extent | welcoma them, becauss
scare campaigns tend to rebound on those
who start them.” He hoped persionars’
fears would be put to rest.

Recipe for muddie
and incompatence,

Smohen Ross (Lib. 1sle of Wight) said the
Bill wes “ill timed, wrongly oonoaived,
avd @ rocipe for rasddle, meansss and
ministerial incompetence.” For those of
us who still have falth in local demacracy
it b & ead day.

We should reconstruct local govern-
ment in favour of regional authorities, to
take in health and other services, Includ-
ing tramsport. London and misch of local
government needs & strong leader with
pawer to get things done; 10 sort out the
traffic in the metropalis, which is o dis-
grace. It is a wasts of time taking a delega-
tion to the Department of Trensport hop-
ing for a concession. If ons had the back-
ing of power and finance, the red carpat
wiould ba put doswm.

The Bill puts the clock back. Tatml sb-
sarise of local accountability and the ten-
wous bevel of national sccountability are
ovarbearing objections, but only margin:
ally more objectionable than some of its
othar features”

Not motivated by desire
to improve transport.

“It Is motivated by & desire to abolish
the GLC, not 1o impreve London's trans-
port provision. LT i not overfunded, s
gome would Hke to maks out London
desparately nesds b decent transport Sys-
tem, subjoct to proper democratic contral,
The Bill makes [t almost impossibde to
achisve that control, and the sooner it iz
dispatchad 1o the dustbin the better.”

Jevemy Hanley |C. Richmond & Barnas)
said many people took to the rosds because
LT had kot them down. The only way to
rescus people from the misery of driving
into Londan was to get them back on to
LT and BR. Commuters could not rely on
the transport provided: there was no guar-
antee that buses would be at the stops on
tire or not be full; peopls could not bud-
pet in the knowledge that fares would be
condlstant over the year and striles ocour-
red far too often.

He welcomsd the scheme of tha Bill
but would prefor the Exchoquer subsidy
o be groater than the one third suggested.
If waste and Inefficiency could be routed
out by fully professional management &
ol lewels and London Regional Transport
could e run s 8 service 1O COMMAUTErE on
pood business principles and not as a sine-
cure for it stalf, people would flock back
toit

Passengers bayond Woodford
payed over the odds.

Harry Cohen (Lab. Leyton) said the Bill
had nothing to do with the travel mods of
Londoners. It was dogma overriding finan-
cial common sanie. Private buses, compet-
ing on the profitable routes, would curtail
the revenue of LAT, leaving bess to fin
ance uneconomic but socially necessary
services. Would privaie operators work
without having control of fares? They
would claim: ‘We run luxury buses snd
are entitled to charge luxury fanes.”

Jeremy Hayes (C. Harlow) said the Bill's
provisions that concarmed him most wens
thase affecting commuters in his constit-
usngy living outside the London area
There was tefrible discrimination sgainst
people who used the Central Line beyond
Woodford, They ware paying way Sbova
the odds. Unles the Government gave a
commitment to help thess people, the
Bill would not be in the interests of e
commuter or of & co-ordinated trans
policy.

Tom Cox (Lab, Tooting) saéd that an offi-
clent public transport service would coms
about only when mesningful subsidies
were paid. The ralhway system in France,
pat only the Matro, was prospering and
moen people were using it This was poss-
ible becauss of the Government subsidy
and the general of thoss work-
img on the railways, Ha also spoke of buses
sdapted 1o carry dissbled people and sald
that in Wandsworth ona such vehicls made
ZB0 trips in October alone, What would
happen to this schema? It could be des:
troyed.

Mada no aconomic, social
or transport sensa.

Richard Tracey (C. Surbiton] sakd he wel.
comed the scope for privatisation of thg
services, so that transport services cr
progress into the 215t century. Many ent.
proneurs could corme up with original eas.
The Bill brought us out of the |ocalised
political world of the G LG we would think
national,

Tony Banks (Lab. Newhsm Morth-Waestl
said if County Hall wers controlled by
simost anyone ather than Mr. Livingstone,
the question of abalishing the GLE would
never heve srisen. Conservative mambers
of the GLC ware violently opposed to the
proposals baing advanced by their collea-
gues. The Fremch understood the social
and sconomic benafits which emanate
from a heavily subsidised transport system,
a5 would anyone with an understanding of
wconomics other than thoss scqubred in &
Grantham shop. Tha Bill was the result of
political spite and made no economic,
social or transport sensa.

Tony 8aldry (C. Banbury) said if anyone
who had a bright idea was allowed to run
private bus services, they would go for the
profitable routes and thus enswne greater
losses for the loss-making routes. A host
of buses would nevitably make |losses, “We
have been round this hoop before, as Mr.




Spesring sald. It s sad that the Labowr
Party has still not got a statue of Herbert
Morrison gitting on it bendched. At least
e had the national interest ot heart.

However, he wat convinosd that the
GLC was not fit 1o heve contral af LT,
The Bill waa worth supporting, but ons
should not be surprisad If in the next cou-
pla of years people applied for licences 1o
run private bus services throughout Lon-
o,

Chris Smith (Lab. Islington South] said
that logically the speech by Mr.Baldry
should have led him to the conchusion to
voim against the Bill,

Peter Snaps (Lab, West Bromwich East)
said that when investment for innovation
wis forthcoming, for example on the
Tyna & Wear metro, ong-person oparation
was possible. 1t had not besn possibla in
London becauss investmant had not been
forthcoming, and it would not be poasible
if the Bill went through. It was agalnst the
investmant pr to install radio
communication with drivers that the NUR
wit on the point of reaching agreemant
with LT shout one-person operation on
the Metropolitan & City Line. The mini-
ster was in for a long and hand batile In
cormimittea,

Mz, Chalker replied to the debate and' the
Bill was read 8 second e,

Debate on ‘statement of objectives’

QCTOBER 24® Mr. Ridiey said that
after hearing debate on the Sarpall report,
e had that doy sent 8 staterment of objec-
Aiyns to the chairman of the BR Board.
his puts paid 1o scare storfes about the

i

It said: ““Your guiding objective should
be to run an efficent railway, providing
good value for money. Services should be
redlabile, attractive and punctual, at sccep-
tatde fares and charges, and the cost to the
taxpayer should be reduced, “The bosrd's
current plan showi the mequiremeant for
P50 grant from central governmant falling
to about E700m, (at 1883 prices) in 1986
The t wants you to go faster
than this and reduce the grant to E635m.
in 159688,

It s not couar imtemvtion that you should
embark on a programme of major route
closures. At the same time | should wel
come your views on the practicabllity of
introducing some guarantesd amd subsid-
et subdtitute bus services, whers approp-
riate on local transport and value-for
manegy grounds. | shall want yeu to work

~msaly with London Regional Transport,
nen set up, and with other public trans-
port operators, o provides a better deal for
travellers in and arcund London and avoid
waiteful duplication.

“|mpeoved sfficiency must make a full
contribution to keeping down fares. Fre-
ight business should achiove a current cost
of 6 par cent in 1988, | want you to win
as much frefght business from road as
possible. The objective for the parcels bus-
iness should be to contkvee to &&H A Prog-
er comimersial return. 1 look forwand to
receiving the Board's review of Inter-City
business. The Government wanis Improve-
ments in ywour industrial relations mach-
knery, which has slowed down the pace of
change. Sealink must be made ready for
privatisation as soon &8 potdible. The Gov-
ernment looks to the private sector for
more supply and support servioes, includ-
ing catoring, and the Board should purswe
a vigorous policy of property development

disposal,

“Rationalisation of BR Engineering's
wxcess capacaty should be completed &
soon as possible, Review by the middie of
niext yoar the aptions for BREL, including
those for privatisation. Folling stock she

ould be procured where possible by com-
petitive tendaring.

Mr. Ridiey agreed that
investmant was wital to the future effici-
ency af the railways. “"'We shall look with
favour on proposals for Investment, provi-
ded they are properly costed and will yield
o reasonable rate of return.”

lary Wir (SDP: Stockton South)
said that if that was the case, had not an
ovarwhelming case besn made out for in
vestment in electrification?

My, Ridiey zald he was swaiting the inter-
city strategy of BR: when BR put forwand
plans for inter-city business to schieve it
expected rate of return, that would be ihe
time to consider major investments.

Rabart Adisy (C. Christehurch) said "if |
were the chairman (having received the
statement of objectives), | should reply
‘Diear minister, your charming letter, with
alegant phrases such as ‘value for money”
and ‘highly compatitive market’ does not
el ma snything ot all Pleass tell me whe-
ther you will provide the funds to alect-
rify the raflway snd provide the country
with the modern network that we need’.
The chairman would alio sy that BR cov-
ars a higher percentage of its fares than
plmost any other rallway |n the world
from it own revenues. He is constaniby
atked to prepare sccounts shawing track
costs and o forth, while his competiton
on the roads have all their costs paid under
generel tecation. Can you answer these
questions?

Mr. Ria¥ey replbed that hawas offering the
raltways “sizeable sums”, within which
would be ample funds for the investroent
programme, He though all MPs sceapted
that investment should be directed 1o
wards |mprowing the parformance and
quality of the rallway and not just be in-
vestmant for investment's sake,

Srephen Aoss (Lib. lsbe of Wight] said he
wishad the minister had taken longer 1o
consider the implications of his future
guidelines, He suspected that the informa:
tion and advice given by the Departrnent
was anti-rail, and that his contribution had
diong nothing to improve the morale of the
rafbways. | am mot satisfied with the roll-
ing stock in the south and & great many

people agree with me.” Weuld BR retain
a substantial shareholding in Sealink?

Mr. Rigley replied that there was & parti-
cular rolling stock problam in thiy lide of
Wight becauss of the gauge and track.
"“The Departreent is not anti-rail, nor am
I. Far from it | beliewe the proposals wall
ba welcomed by the railways.” Ha did not
know what would be the exact method for
the privatization of Sealink.

What was meant by
no major route closures’”

Robert Hughes (Lab. Aberdesn MNorth)
sald the statement made no mention of
sloctrification, which had been shuttie-
cocked betwean the Government and BR.
Presumably all the sums would have 1o be
re-done. On BA claims alone the minister
was withdrawing over E300 million of fin
ancigl support in three years, This eould
only be brought about by service cuts,
lime closures, fare rises and sccalerated job
losses. Soma 30,000 rall jobs were lost be-
tween 1870 and 1878, and & further
4% 500 would go betesen 18817 and 1085,
¥ou want substitute bus services guar-
antesd. Thess guarantees did not last bong
after the Epeching report What do vou
mean by “no major routs closures?' A 10
20 or 30 per cent cut or more! BR made
it chear it was opposed to the privatisation
of BREL. BR rmust have full in-houss eap-
acity to provide [t rolling stock, and this
provides & basls for exports. The minister
will have to do batter than this if he @ to
lwe dowm the tag of “'Lawson’s offica
wln
Mr. RicVey said this was a document of
hopa. Substitute bus servicss hod to b
guarantesd if they replacad a railway line:
this was a worthwhile way o Improve
facilities. On the sbject of
BREL, It must be highly competitive to
win ordars from both BR and overseas. The
smaller the subskdy we gave BR, the greater
would be the national achisvement

Terance Mipgins (C. Worthing] ssked if
further investment should not depend on
the rermcval of mestrictive trade practhoes,
as the experience of the StPancras line
must mot be repaated.

Mr. Rigley sgresd that productivity wi
the key to the future of the netwark. He
congratulated the rallways on what they
had already done and urged them fo do
b

Is 70 mile Settle — Carlisle
a major lina?

Aon Lews [Lab. Carlisle] asked: Do you
contider the T0-mile stretch of railway
froem Settle to Carlisle to be a major line?
if asked by the BR board to close that line,
will you, in view of the outery from all
parts of the country, ses that the proposal
is blocked?"

My, Rigiey replied that if such a proposal
came to him, he weild consider it on it
merits. "l must not do or say amything
that would or might sppear o projudice
my position."




Sir David Price |C. Eastleigh) sald Conser-
vative members welcomed the statement
that there was no need for any major red-
uction i the network. Did the mindster
sooept that to reduce subsidies it was im
poftant to increase capital expenditure?
Cine could see in BREL that to reduce the
nesd for maintenance we nesded new
stock.

Mr. Rigiey sald there would have 1o ba a
raticnalisation. Finance must be tackied
first

Doneld Anderson  (Lab, Swansea East)
mked If It was firm Geovernment policy
that in no circurmstances would any public
money be at risk, either directly by sub-
vention or indirectly by some form of in
surancs palicy.

Mr. Aigdley replied that the Gowvernmaent
had made its position clear and there ooulbd
be no depariure from iL

Electrification schemeas
in Glasgow area.

John Maxton (Lab. Glasgow Cathcart)
amsked what were the proposals for further
glectrification In Scotlsnd.

Mr. Mitchell replied that the BR board had
sent an outline apperaizal of electrification
of the line between Edinburgh and MNew-
castle, It was conshdering warious schemes
in the Glasgow area In conjunction with
Strathclyde passenger transport executive.
Mr. Maxron said the BR board had bsen
hookiing to electrification of the line from
Londgn to Edinburgh, When would he de-
cide on this project, which would maks
industry more efficient in the north-sast
and Scotland?

Mr. Mitche! sald the Government must
first soe detaibed proposals from the Board.

LA Kirkwood (Lib. Rexburgh & Berwick-
ghire) ssked If the Government would give
early consideration to electrifying the
whole route, London 1o Edinburgh, “as no
single sct would ghve more confidenca to
the rall industry north of the border.™

Mr. Mitche!! said the whole guestion wa
bouwnd up with BRs strategy for bnter-city.
Aobart Hughes (Lab. Aberdesn Morthl:
BR has said on Innumerable occasions
that the most significant investment deci-
sion required was for alectrification of the
aast ooast main line

Mr. Mitchell: “'The ball is in BR's court.
When we receive propoasals for inter-city,
wie shall ba in 8 position to make progress.””
Barry Hendergon (C. Fife Morth-East)
mkad sbout proposals for ebectriflcation
north of Edinburgh and was told none had
bt resceived;
Bafaty standards the
highest in history.

Sryan Gowld |Lab. Dagenham) sked what

steps would be taken 1o ensure that safety
standards on BR were maintained,

M. Mitchall: “This vear's report by the
chief inspecting officer of rallways will
show that railsays in Britaln were safer in
1882 than &t any time in their history. |
know that the BR Board, which is statuto-
rily responsible for rail safety, is determi-
ned to maintain these stsndands,

Channel Tunnal
Banks 1o report soon.

OCTOBER 24* George Foulkes (Lab.
Carrick, Cummaock & Doon Valley] asked
for a statemant on the Channel Tuninel.

My, Rigiey said he hoped to receive “very
shortly™ the report of the group of Brit-
ish and French banks on private financing
of the various schames that had been ad-
vanced.

Mr. Foulkes: “Will you favour twin rail
tunnels of Bm, diameter, and not the ale
borate bridge and wnnel combined propo-
sod by lan MacGregor?"™

Mr. Ridiey: "All possible propositions and
designs are 3till open. The banks' report
will comment on the cost and financing
ditficulties with each project.”

Den Dover (G, Chorley] asked him to sco-
ept that tha many groups who had made
proposals folt an urgent nesd for the alter-
natives to be narmowed down, o that they
could put more effort into finding the noc-
essary backing.

Southend line for zala
Proposals invited.

OCTOBER 27 D. Amess (C. Basildon)
ptked if the minister would commission a
study of the feasibility of privatiing the
Fenchurch 5t — Shosburyness line.

Mr. Mitchell said the Government had told
the BA Board that they would welcoma
for mane pivate sector finance,
but the Initiative in respect of particulasr
lires must comae from the private sector.

Fewer trains, horrific
gueues at 5t. Pancras.

NOVEMBER 14*

Martin Flannery [Lab. Sheffield Hillsbor-
capgh) asked if the minister secepted that
an routss to the north, particularly the
linm 1o Shoffield, fewer traing were runn-
ing. “Although they are fasier, the inter-
val batwesn them is twice as long. Thers
are fewer carrisges on esch train and fewer
stafl than there have ever been for many
yoars. That is resulting In chaos. The
queiies 8t St.Pancras are horrific. The min-
ister should see for himsel!, especially on
Fridays. Many people say that more
money is needed If we are to run the rail
winys propariy,”

Mr. Ridley replied that he would give &
fascinating Imiight into the figures. The
tonsl grant from the Government and local
govarnment at 1983 prices was £831 mil-
licn in 1978 and ES28 million in 1983, a
considersble Increate. 1 hope that thro

ugh incressed sfficsency we shall be abla
1 reduce that figure. If wou have probe
lems about any line, you should write to
tha chairman of BR,""

NOVEMBER 156 Thomas Sackwille (C.
Bolton West) asked what percenisge of BR
carrisges were aquipped to takes wheed
chafre

Mr. Mitchell: | understand from the boand
that about G0 per cent of its infer-city
rodling stock s equipped to take whesl-
chair-bound passengers, but only a small
parcaniage of other rolling stock & simil-
arly equipped, When the Board designs naw
carrisges, provision for the disabled i
o,

Ted [escbierer [Lab. Hartlepool] asked
what represontations had been recened
on the Serpell Report?

Mr. Mitchell: "“Wa have received wall over
1,000 lattars, including a number of pr—
tions. They have cowersd o wide rangs
issues, most of which were based on the
quite incorrect ssumption that the Ser
pell report recommended major cuts in the
natwork,"

PREVIEW

Mo M.P. has a much lower opinlon of
the Government’s proposals for London
than Mr. Stephen Foss, the Liberal rep-
resentative for the lsle of Wight. He s of
course a keen FDS supporter, and thinks
the London Regional Transport Bill would
ba batter in the dusthin "8y fear Is that
it will get through,” he told me, speaking
during the Christrmas roecsss, " although we
shall battie hard against it In commities.”
The best hope of defeating it, he said, waa
in the Lords. 1t was due to go toa standing
commities on JANMUARY 18and ke thou
ght it wotld take two months o Feone-—
complate its stages.

| asked him, incidentslly, about the
prospects of & tunnal to the Isle of Wight
which the RDS had expressed some inter
gst En. This topic was often discussed on
the Island, Mr. Ross sald, but he was not
enthusiastic sbout it, as 70 per cent of the
population were sgaingt it, fearing that it
would cause the island 1o be inundated
with tourists. He thought a bridge scross
the western Solent $teod o better chance
than & tunnal,

Alsourt what remaing of the iskand's rail
way, he said, there it no challenge 1o the
frequent and well-used service from Ryde
1o Shanklin — worked by nostalgically
ancient London tube trains. There might
aven be a chance he said, of restoring steam
on & line to Mewpart, whare the county
cwnied part of the track,

{Mr. Foss was, of course, one of the
M.P: who sccompanied RDS officers to
Downing Street with a patition sgainst the
Serpell Report in June last year,) -
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