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NO INVESTMENT WITHOUT PRODUCTIVITY

That wserms 10 ba the catchphrmpeoined by the Governmant during and’

larpely the cause of the recant dispute between ASLEF and the BAB (Ses aho IN
PARLIAMEMNT]. Howsever it is 8 formula which could eventually nan the railways into
the ground and E68 million seema a high price for Petar Parker to pay to prose that b
is “boss™ although covert gowernment pressura hes undoubted|y been behind it all as
&1 least one néwspaper (Sundey Times — 37/1/82) was not slow to point out with the
hpad|ire “Minstens ordar B.R: don't give inl™

That i in fact how much the recent idispute has cost British Rail and it has been iugg-
ested that the Board may be forced to hastily dispose of 268 boteds and 30 Sealink ships
ta re-coup E68 million of it The dispute could, in the view of ome commentator have
bewn avoided i the agresmant for the 3% pay increass haed been mpalt out in more
precise tarms but & Mr, Frank Walton, editor of the New Encyclopasdia of Employ-
rent Laww and Practice, explained in the “Guerdien™ {(14/1/82) “B, A. would not have
991 an agreerment with ASLEF last August if thoy had not made it ambiguou.™ “Thay
bouwght some time but also inherited a load of trouble.”

Howw much trouble can be gauged by the fact that despite the Government's agree-
ment to an additional £110m. in P.5.0. Grant this vear, to sllow for inflation, they
seom determined To resit any pressure to mest the long term eodts of the strike by
increasing B. A external financing limit of £020m. for 1981/2 and have only allovwed
an increats to CEEB0m. in 198373, The agueors |3 themnsfore on B, A, and the Ministar
has also made it clear, when approwing the East Anglian elactrification that further
schernes will anly be approved in the light of progress made on productivity. Whether
ha will alio decide aguinst developmant of a rail-only Channel Tunnel as & childish
b to the railways may ba known by the time mambers receive this issue of the
journal.

What the Gavernment seems unllkely to sgree to, in the light of the revolt of its gwn
back-benchers, is an incrasse in [arry weights, however tha traditional calls for aboli-
tion of the raitways, and their conversion into roads, have emerged as usual during the
recant industrial strife but some of thelr exponents need to gt thelr facts right before
making these far-fetched pronouncsmants, so handi-ofl the West London Line Brig.
Llowd and MI]&F‘I‘THD#HH*H you may be run over by ane of tha B0 freight
{and soma passenger b trains which use the line sach day not to mention what local
anti-lorry groups may do o you |

David Howell has now at lsast shown his true colours but with the recant departure of
his able No. 2 (in Kenneth Clarke who has moved on to higher things as Minister of
Health) he is even mose unlikely to venture forth into & Beaching type purge so far on
in the life of the presant government, evan more s a8 it & uswally the whim of the
housands of London & South East Commuters who vote in the key “marginal ssats™
wihich decides who “rules” Mevartheless, ss we see slsewhere in this issue, there sre
alrsady some “crumbling edges” of the B.R. network down on the borders of Kent
and East Sussex which only a positive Government commitmaent will mend.

B.R's case in the recent dispute is that flexible rostering is nesded to enable railway
vtafl to be employed more productively | snd & & means of sllowing thelr working
wesk to be reduced from 40 to 38 hours st minimal cost to B.A_; and benefitting
them by giving them maore rest days away from work and reducing the incidence of
dhuties during “undocial hours.™ For drivers, this reguines the present Juaranieed & hour
WOk ing day 1o be replaced by & guarantesd rostered day warying betwesn 7 and 8
hioasrs with mo reduction in basic pay of overtime payments. Why then have ASLEF
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adapted such an inflexible line on this issue 7 s it perhaps a5 one trade unionist (not
frosri ASLEF ) has put i 1o the writer & symplom of the trade union movement's mis-

the goods, Ray Busckton will na doubt be telling delegates 1o the Rail Users’ Groups
ﬂmhmmmmmmmhmhw that B.R" attempt to
“divide and rule” the railway unions has come urstuck and [#ven Sidnay Weighel is not
out of the woad yet with some of his members,

The Board™s action is however cloarly borm gut of desparation, knowing thal without
productivity it will gat no investrent to keep the raitways going in any reasonabile
shape or form but once the ent’s “covert blackmail™ is withdrawn we may
parhaps see the way forward 1o o longlasting pesce formula, I, movt major cuts in the
rall system seem inevitable in the next § years and with even the Libersl/S.0.P.
allisnce courting exponents of “rail into road™, such & Prof, Hall of Reading Linives-
tt-.rl.n'lilﬁr nﬂlﬂ:ﬂmwﬂmhhwﬂu&un%munh
quest|anatbile

Mhmﬁmﬂuﬂm:qfhhﬂmeW'MMm
the current dispute raging ower London fares (reported elsawhare in this issuel “a
plague on (all] both vour houses ™
mmhmnhmmmﬁmnﬂuﬁtmwmtnh
future of public transport morne extensively in our next isue, ED)

WITH THIS ISSUE
“IN PARLIAMENT” — “MEMBERS ONLY SUPPLEMENT"

OPTA WINS TIMETABLE REPRIEVE

On 25th September 1081 Mr. T. Brazier, BA's Divisional Manager at Preston,

the Chairman of O.P.T.A, {Drmekirk 1o Preston Trmwalbery” Aser, ) Mr. . N, Wl;mt:w

oLl of proposed cuts in services with the following comments:.
“British Rail do not have the financial resources to cary out the essential
mrymvumlmhnhﬂﬂmu-_n#mnmﬂuﬁ-m~
Ormakirk line. There is also a requiremant due to our wortening financial
Hlilhmtnlﬂlhnlmmlnhhdnmlmﬂﬂlmlu It has therefom
hmumn“ﬁml?ﬁm 1882 whan the srvase
will consist of one DMU warking on & single line. This will result in a reduc
ﬂmlnmnllulﬂ-ruhmdmmmllumhmwimum
hnmmmmunﬁ-mtmmmm planned to
minimise the owerall effact an the travelling public . .

These praposals, if implemented, would have been disatrous for the line. train
wrvics wad (o be reduced from 12 to 10 trains (Mon-Fri) the l'iu.t,MﬁlprT::md
ﬁnm;mﬁn?mmmmmmwmwu
Carrying & total HMI!MMLTHEHHHHM&MHE wouild hawe
bean the 08,11, this slso replacing three trains carrying a 1otal of nearty 300 passengers.
Mot only was B.R. intanding to decimate the train sarvice but they withed to closs the
umhghultmmﬁumi.mﬁhhpﬂmvfum thi fine which

is singly track for most of its 15 miles. OP.T.A therefore decided that the only courss
ﬂm“mm—lmmmn-mm-mﬁ.
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Ewven before the Transport Lserns” Consultative Commitize knew sbout B propo-
sals for the line they were moelving lotiers from OPTA members, To encoursge &8
many people to protest & possible & pro-forma was produced and distributed by OFTA
rratrribers on the traing, A.nw'; of thiz wat sent to the T.UC.C. and B.R. The sheer
voluirme of oppedition led the TUCC to form & Sub-Cormmitiee to examina the effects
the rew timetable would hove. In all BR and the TUCC received 85 written complaints
from regular pasengon who would have beon prevented from wiing the wervice ar beom
seripualy inconeniended by the new timetable. Not content with this OPTA members
iilsa wrote 1o thair local M.Ps and both District and County Councillors. All four M.Ps
alang the line geve their sctive support to the compaign a8 did the Parish Council of
auum; Wt Lana. Disrlet Councll, Proston Borowgh Council snd the County
mical.
I'n the evant B.R. deckded 1o find out just what the conssquences of its praposall would
be and on Thursday 17th and Saturday 19th October last conductad & traffic consus.
This revealed that some trains were full to capacity with standing passangars and that
if the pask haur servlos were 1o ba compressed than some would simply bs left behing,
Mir. Bragiar subssquently wrote 1o the OPTA Chalrman saying:-
“In view of the recent increase in the number of passengers on the moming
and evening serviess | @m now réviewing the situation.”
and on 9th Decermber came the walooma neves that B. R wera dropping the plan
ocomipletely and the timetable wauld remain unchanged. This was & tremendous victary
for the Adsociation and showed what & well eo-ordirated campaign csn achisve but
more imporiantly the need for uwsers” groups on sscondary Enes such = this,

1987 — CRUNCH YEAR FOR HASTINGS

For tham not stesped in ral lway history it will be sohering 1o recall that whan e
South Estern Railway built its fine to Haxtings in tha middia of the Minsteenth
Century the standerd of some of the civil engineering works was not all it should have
bBeen. As & result some of the wnned linings had 1o be strengthensd 1o the sectant that
tha |oading gauge was (and sl i) less than that on the rest af the railway network.
:::'ild{w i'lli: reasan that the former railway companies, and BR in the 18501, had 1o

ibl specisl rolling stock for the line which is by now famillar as th i
ks ving ¥ as the Hastings flat
It is in fact this phenominum which could be the line's final undoing if & recent letter
frafm Bob Newiyn, South Eastern Divisional hanages, to menifm Committee
Marribar land Chairman of Tisbridgs Wislls & Dinriet Railway Travellers’ Aaan.)
H. Trevor Jones, is anything to go by, For whilst BR has prepered a lscheme for
alectrification of the routs together with the nocessary re-signalling and removal of
clearance restrictions it has not yet submitted it to the Department of Transport for
the very raason that it is unlikely to meet the Government's eriteria for slectrification
projects. In fact stressed Mr. Newlyn, compared with o san-inwastment aftormative the
scherme i simiply fot viable,

However without such a scheme, for replacing the existing diewl unjt which in
any evant only intended to be a 15 year stop-gap (in 1H?I.H-rnuemrmi:‘uﬁw
bt for pomiplete withdrawal of the service 1outh of Tunbridge Wells with gnby a
restricted wrvice north to Tonbridge. BR have been examining axhaustively sl possible
ideas for maintaining & service over the route, including various farms of diesal traction
wﬂum&ﬁmﬂmmmmannmmmamlmm
gunarstes an sdequste financlal return or would provide a comparable service.

S

Electrification therefore seems the only séndible long term soluthon but omne that involes
condimrable capital outley. Sir Peter Parkes in rephying 1o tha Minister"s itatemant on
BR%s pollcy options for London & tha South East referred speciflcally 1o the Tonbridgs
— Hastings line 25 an example of the difficulty they face in mainteining the system at
present support levels snd financial limits, S50 we appear to hawe in our madst vet
anather “Branch on the Brink®™ snd this not just 8 sscandary (though important) link
such m fahford — Hastings but a main line for thousands of London’s commuters,

Tl s tharefors not on BR " side and tha ling i1 slresdy Into the timescals nested for
completion of slectrification before the first of the againg dissel units will have 1o be
withdrawn. This could well begin in 1985 when the more corroded sets will be fit only
for the scrap hesp, necessitating & much reduced service (or alwrmnatively & changa &t
Tonbridgs) in 1088 and complets closure of the line by 1987 . Tha only alternative,
with the removal of the loap st Polegate, will then be a lengthy detowr via Eastboums
which would slso sdd considerably to congestion on the Brighton main ling.

We have sean |abovel what can be achieved with resolve and determination but without
a major change of Government polley on the railways' irvestrment and support limits
the bereak-up of the London snd Sowth East Commuter Network sppears o ba &t our
door]

RAIL LINK COACH — WOULD BR MISS THE BUS?

Two years ago a ~Fail Link " cosch service was introduced over the 30 miles from

on the Midland Main Line, to Peterborough, on the East Cosst Main Line,
calllng ot Corby and Dundle. An sarfor attempt 1o run § Tesder bus to Kettering from
Corby lone of the largest towns in the country without passanger services] had not
attracted many customers. There was never a direct rail link between Kettering and
Peterborough, though the journey was possible, with a change a1 Manton, up to the
mrild 18608, Thess is now no il link betwesn the Midisnd end East Const Main Linas
pouth of the somewhat circuitows Peterborough — Malton Mowbrey — Leicester route.

S, doas the Asil Link bus ssrve & usaful rols as an Inter-City Teader and a missing link
in eross-country rail journays, s BR wggest? Would a restored rall service bebween
Petarborough, Corby and Kettering, with perhaps 3 new spur &t Manton, be mong
antractive? Some observers have suggested that i this rall ink b is successful, |t will
provide & weapon for thoss snior B.R. officials known to v who suppart the meplace-
rmant of some ercondary rall wrvicos by buses.

It was therefore with considerable interest that our cormespondent boarded the Rail
Lirk bus at Peterborough one February aternoon, armed with a through ticket from
Morwich to Bedford, having been whisked across East Anglia and the Fens by the
Norwich — Birmingham Inter-Ciry train.

Thiere were 7 passengers on the 48-seater coach, palnted in BR livery and oparated by
United Counties. It wan guite com fortable with reasonable luggage space |4 et
hawing been taken out and a luggage rack installed) but the exterior was filthy, The
coach left on time at 15,30, dropped one passengar at Cundie and picked wp two. AL
Lower Banafleid it came 1o & hall because of rosdworks and, sfter beiad altercations
e twwann driver and rosdman, changed courie, tearing up & country lans aver the rain
swapt Northamptonshire hills and landing 4 miles further on st Brigetock. At Cortry,
which had to be approached by a differant route, 3 passangers alighted but not one
got o,
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4 survivors ware|eventually dropped BO yards from Kettering station § minutes late at
16.45 but our correspondent was the only porson to use the iervios for the entire

Mext day, on the retum journey, only 5 passengers boarded the 10.00 ex Kettering,
after a walt in the pouring rain (there i¥ no bus shelter a1 this stopl. One alighted at
Carby and 4 [pined; one more ot Oundle snd o the bus resched Petarborough with a
recard @ passangars; having passed the 10,10 ex Peterborough with a grand total of one.
It was 8 faster run than the provicus day but our conespandent alighted st Petorbor-
cugh feeling decidedly queasy (sicl).

CAN BUS REPLACE TRAIN? (RDS Publicstion, still avadlabls at GBp. inel. portsgs
from A DS Sales, {Mr. A.F Johnson} 38, Grange Park, Esling, London W.5). |Painting a
bus in B fivery doesn't stop It from being diverted Bhomg minor rosds. | . Nor does it
rmake a 30 mile journey amy mom comforiabie.

T. 4. Garrod

RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT SUPPORTERS

Why not develop your own railway system? The grest new bosrd gama,

| “"Railway Rivals"", allows you to o just that!

Om & map of a selacted region, you try to bulld & better rafhway network,
in spite of hills {and other players| which get in the way. The complets game,
including one map [chalo of 11) with “wipe-clesn'” surface, special washabla
feit-pens, rules, dics and counters costs only E4.20 lplus A0, part post)

SPECIAL OFFER TO RDS MEMBERS until Jist MAY 1982
Complate game with 2 maps - £5.20 incdluding post

4maps : £7.20 induding post (Overseas, ADD £1.00
extra for each map)
OFFER LIMITED TO FOLLOWING 4 MAPS:
G (Central Scotland); J  (Morsay B Humbsr):
K (Londen & South Esst): M (New England).
Include your ROS number — We will pey 20p. 10 RDS for
sach set orceted by it mombers,

{ ROSTHERNE GAMES
{ 102, Priory Road, Milford Havan, SA73 2E0
| (Tel Mo. for mare detalls: evenings 06462-2752)

RAILWAY RIBALDRY — No, 3

mmn“MIuﬂﬁ."ﬂmmﬂm"ﬂth |
“You'll ruin us. Just look st yon mﬁnmhuhhﬂiﬂlmhuws;l:p

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS be inserted in R.D.N,
word for RDS Marnbers), Al -'qulri:l:!ﬁlu'tllhq llmun:r. m.m,h"

FOR SALE: RAIL ATLAS OF BRITAIN — 1877 (OPC). Good condition: £1
Apply G. L. Collett, 62, Glanvilla Road, Bromiey, Keni, BR2 LW, i g

W Sk

“RAILWAY RIVALS" by Rostherne Games

Raitway Rivals B & gaee in which thres or more pleyers first compets to constrect
railway nictworks between major townd and then run a series of reces aver their gwn
and other players” lines,

During the first stage of the game players meet thair sanstruction costs oul of dice
throwvs. At first it is sasy to build by the shortest lowland routes but, s the budding
sage progressss, players have to weigh the extra construction costs of building over
hills and rivers against those which have to be paid o competitors for the privilege of
jaindng or croasing thr tracks,

Each town on the map |s numbered and, in the second stoge of the game, the dice is
theown at the baginning of sach race to give the starting and Finishing towns. Each
player then decides whether, by using their own or some of their rival’s tracks, it is
worthwhile for them 1o race. The winner is the first player to obtain a specified
mumibar of paints.

Various hax maps are sveilable of sbout a dozen resl arsas in the British sles, France
#nd the LUSA. The map of the customer’s choice i supplied but extra maps are readily
wrailable. Wa tried the gama with Map K |London & South East] and with Map J
iMersey & Humber). Some of the players were railway minded and tried to build sctus
lines while others with no speciel knowledge of railway history simply enjoyed a pame
of strategy and skill.

The tortuous networks that often resuited from “laissoz laire™ competition were g
source of amusarment. We found that the construction stage on both maps took about
an hour, even though Map J is to 8 smaller scaie and contains many mare towns than
Map K. The racing stage 1ook betwesn one and two hours to complate using the
recomimanded points goal, but thare 14 no remon why this canngot be extended. The
game can be played in an evening or, &t we did, ipresd over several lunch howrs.

All the necessary parts to play were supplied. Thews wers the waghabla hex maps,
lemocoiour pend, standard and average dice and counters to represant traine. The hex
maps are rofled up and really nésd to be sellotaped 1o & table or mounted on card 10
maintain o flat surface, s the train counters tend to slip about otherwise. Everyone
wiho played enjoyed the gamae. It has the sdvantsge that it can be played at wveral
levels; Standard and tournament rules can bo used and thare is scope for adventurous
players o concoct their own variations. 11 is reasonably priced and highly recomrm-
ended and can bo obtained from the sbove Company (See sdvertisament alsewhere in
this issue) for £4.20 + p & p or from some gamas shops.

K, Willson

STOP THIS HIGHWAY ROBBERY NOW!

"'Some highly significant statistics about the comparative costs of subsidising
tha raitweys ind rosd ramsport”  Mew Stendard — 107282
“A strong cane for putting the emphasis on rall. The price of new roads, road
maintenance, policing, pollution, note snd vibration high™ East Anglian
Daily Times — 16/2/81
This is what they said about the new RDS leaflet “Stop this Highway Robbery —NOWT™
avaliable from RIDS Sabes (address sbove). Please send 5.A.E. Haw about sending
copiss to your bocal politiclens 7
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MEMBERS PLATFORM
Ajrport or Tunnel

Thare i & third alternotive to the varous suggestions being made about
Landean's Third Airport = the Channal Tunnsl,

Thae tima miay soon ba hare whan the cort of ofl, or the leck of it will make
fying a luxury or & memory and we will look upon electric railways, nuclesr
powersd, 8% a cheap assat.

¥ woo ssked our BEP, Mr. Ralph Howell, when will we gtart the “chunnel™ snd
then, sorme months ago at 3 locz! function, he sid “not now™ or ““not yer™.
Bt il sapma to ma that the tima 1o new when oor Prime Minister hiss met tha
French Presidant ard agreed in principle to a dry crossing, to contimee the
schame that started in 1974, without spending mors time on plend for 2 road
bridge or narmsal

A bridge will obstruct the maway and, like several new bridges in the lat few
voars, may be demaged By o ship. A road tunned i vast compared with rall
and will ot 3 fortune to ventdate, 1o lot us continee with the only all-dree
crossing from Sheffald 1o Strasbourg. or Resding to Rome for passmgens
and contsnerised goods, 1o keap the monsters of the rosd.

R.G.Crawley
Hoveson, Norfalk

{Fer conditions of publication See MEMBERS DMLY SUPPLEMENT]

R.D.S. DIARY

Dion't forget to come slong to the A GM, in READING on 2 > to bring
#ﬂﬂﬁmumuﬂhmhﬁunuhuwtmmm:n:im iwm
the tear-off slip} 1o we can arrangs refreshmants scoord|ngly.

M.B. If you can't attend you can still vole on the Constitutional Amendmen
wnﬁuﬁmﬂwﬂhmhmdmm o

128h -mm.m]:nme-_mﬁnu.mum
Em:n‘::&nﬂm}. lhustrated talk on the “Peaple Mover™ (G.E.C. Transportation
Hﬂmwu{s.mm.ﬁhmmhmmﬂﬂmlmhlht
iﬁ-m;m'ﬁrw Al Flhn:”“ g s
a mMotoee. I P

Ao Masteg i welcomas o this London & Home
St June — 200 p.m. (Saturday): Exst Angllan Branch Spring Meating: bar Floom
YMCA, Ganville Place, CAMBR |IDGE {next mﬁzmutl-mr?w nrﬂ:ptmu
:rhﬁl"h:l-Iuwﬂu,mmlm-lm:w&_u;llmumlhﬂmﬂmrhm

Guest Speaker;: Mr, L. Dumalow, Secretary, Central Transport Consultative Commi
will talk on RAIL USERS' WATCHDOGS. Al i'lln:-: i

IN PARLIAMENT Mo, 14 APRIL 1982

Selectod extracts from parllamentary guestions end spesched. Commons replies given
by Tronaport Secratary, David Howsll, or his Pafiamentary Secretary, Kenneth Clarks
unless othenyise shown,

C = Comservative, Lab. = Labowr, Lib. = Libsaral

An misilak denotes the reply was given crally.

M.Ps vote for cheap fares and back Jay's Billl

What was dascribed in next day's “Guerdian™ as a “Brisf snd sxoellant Bill™ was
introduced in the Commaons on 9th Februsry, under the i0-minute rule, by formar
Cabiniet Minister, Douglas Jay M.P. Had 7t becoma law this session it could have |egal-
ised the G.L.C's chasp Teres palicy but Mr. Jay told our comrespondent that Transport
Sacratary, Dovid Howell, hes firmily ruled out sny co-operation lnom the Govermment.
(Ses — FEBRUARY 8)

Electrification review showed efficiency gains

DECEMBER 22 “Robin Cook |Lsb. Edinburgh Centrall, spesking on the motion
for the adjournment, sokd! The Trenspart Depariment participated with BR in g [odnt
mview this year which concluded that slectrification was a sound inwestmant. Electric
traction would permit BR to run trains faster and capable of carrying hesvier loads.
They would be mare reliable and be pulled by locomotives spending bass time n
makntenance and repair, The mainienance cost of electric locomotives would be one-
third that of the disss! units which provide the mainstay of BR" traction pewer,

Elactrification would offer Britain a more afficient railway industry and more sttract-
e transport 1o the patsenper, and wider benefits would flow. It would provide a
wrstem more flaxible in use of energy, and would utiliss the record surplus capacity in
cur generating sysem. It wauld provide a stimulus 1o the economy that would be felt
in many industrie, and give the British railvsy Industry 8 wrious chanos to compets
for the large foreign market in railway slectrification.

Whan the Governmant refuted to give an urgant dechilon on slectrification of the
Hitchin to Huntingdon line, Mr. Clitd Moss of Balfour Beatty sald that “without a firm
Iheemee base, the company’s chances of getting major work abroad — end there are
atimated that contracts worth C760 millian are svsiloble world-wide in the next §
yeart a8 most railways are modernised — would be drastically reduced. "™ If wa aro not
prepared to invest in abectrification in our home base, it will be difficult to perswade
foreign governments that we are sulficiently confident in cur suppliers and manu tag-
turers of eleatrification sguipment Tor them o buy from .

Thie joint review reporied in February 1881, In June 1981 we had & responss from the
Gowernment: they put up mans hoops through which they axpacted BR to jump
before it cowld gain approval for the sectrification programme. The Minister will ba
aware — although he cannot admit it — why those guestions arose at & later stage,
sfver the task of the warking party had been completed. The case was torpedosd &L 8
late stige Im o vtrest off Whitshall, It was taken spart by o lobbyist, who turned aut 1o
be more powerful than the Minister, afthough he is nat a member of the Government
o &0 elected MP,




Ora of the questions.| refer to was for 3 statement of route prafitsbility betore sy
approvel is given to @ rolling programma., That request is a lagical absurdity, You will
be aware of the difficulty of taking a particular ling and trying to consider it in isola-
tion. The benefits of electrification will be greatest when it hat spread widsly scross
the netweark. and when the initisl cost of locomotives and traction equipment has been
spread acros investment in the netwoark.

£109 Million from EEC on roads and no questions asked.

Prtar Snape | Lab, West Bromwich East): The Governmant have decided to build the
M40, but that is not considered section by section, In isolation, & BR's electrification
Pw are,

Mr. Cook: That observation buttresses my general case, The £108m. that the EEC has
refunded to Britin is to be spant by the Departmant on the trunk road programime.
That & #imost three times the amourt sought from the review for investmant in a
rodling electrification programme. 1t is sad that sums of that size can be found for &
trunk road programme that doed not have to pass the rigarous 1838 applled to electri-
fication, for which much maore modest sums cannot be found. The test of routs
ml:hn;tr B imolevant t: :‘m: of whether alectrification is desirable. On
udped et profitsble the rate of return might be b
might pfﬂ_’.‘l‘ll teat. What i the point of the mlwfrmmwﬁyﬂm!fxtﬁﬁ g
Minister's intantion to close lines that Tall the st of routs prafitabilivg. If electrifi-

cation is ruled cut, we are reduced 1o the i i .
oo shsurdity of investing in less afficient

NUR agree to variable rostering — “Now Respond!”

With respect to the other hoopi, BF must be congratulemed an the sgility with which
it has tried to jump through tham. By tha Soring, the Ministar mn?:pln 1o rechive
the different assessmarits of the 20 segments|that make up the electrification
m.l.girunu His officials have been working closely with BR, and will make it clear
:u m that there have boen substantisl improvemants in productivity during the last
Iﬁ manths, Sincs April 1980 12,000 posts have baen thed, with trade unian co-opern-
tion. The shedding of the posts in parcel delivery was schisved at less cont than origin-
ally astimated by BR. Only this evaning the NUR axecutive approved 3 decision to go
shead with varisble rostaring snd resched agresment with BA,

Thuﬂmrlmlﬂhundlrnnlllumnﬂmituhmmmibh intai

to maintain the
momentum if the Governmant do not honour thelr side of the bargain by investing In
the future of the industry. Will s deciion be announced in the faar future on the

Anglia proposal 7 |t was not part of the review, et i
pﬂnﬂi-lirhmumﬂuqlmiﬂm’:. Lt T e o 11

I hope that when he recelves respanses from BR, there will be & i ?

:‘ﬁ:m:h ul'mh:nm for BR to jump theo. in shory, will h:ldm:::mnﬂ
sliow the strategic decision 1o be mugged in & Cabinet broommines

the batis of papers from secanded academics seak ﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬁiﬂ:‘m.lrﬂm;

Department will i i ik
m“ﬁ"m‘m?mmmm“ which it knows to be the

The Batfour Bestry eam has completed all the design work ssscciated with Bediond
= G, Pancrad. [ wdll not indefinitely retein that team — the 10k team with specialned
skills to carry out slactrification. Work on s modest section of track from Hitchin to
Huntingdon would at least hold together that unigue tesm of specialisad skills until a
decizion & reached on the major programme,

Decision 1o slectrify to Harwich at cost of £30 million

Mr. Clarke replied: Thare Ts no meal difference in principles batween yvou and the Govern-
rrent. It was not possible for the Minister to divorce whether to approve the Anglia
alectrification from the deteriorating Timancial performance of the ralbaays and the need
for worthwhile progres on productivity. Only today the NUR confirmed an sgres mant
with BR on varisble rostering, as agreed in ths autumn pay agreerment. That has no diregt
relationship with alectrification, but an hesring of the decissan the Minlstar agreed to
approve electrification to Morwich. He announced approval of major slecwrification to
improve dervices 1o |pewlch, Morwich snd Harwich,

The scheme, costing nearly £30 million, will anable through electrie running betwesn
Livarpool Street, |pwich, Morwich and Harwich, Journey times will ba cut by nearly 20%
batwesn London and Ipgwich, and it will no longer be necessary to change traing on tha
Londan 1o Harwich journey. BR plans 1o retionalise the track and re-signal the Bne
betwean Ippwich and Norwich before electrification.

Mr. Snape: Will the Government provide additional funds for such matters as re-signalling
and track and bridge Improvements?

Mr. Clarke: BR contemplates being able to do that under (8 present investment csiling.
Elsetrification work will begin as soon 85 passible — & few years fram now, | am not
aware that BR feces difficulties, The schema was on the desk of the forrmer Miniter

M, Fowdar) before we reached decision time on the main electrification review, That
review had baen set up in 1978 and reported last year, It demonstrated am imtermal rote
of return which looked quite stractive for various networks. But it made cartain @Esump-
tlons about traffic and business performance of Lath inter-city and fraight that unfortun-
ately ware then open to question.

Inter-City & freight failing to meet commercial remit

It was already clear by the time wa received the review that inter-city and freight
buminess were failing 1o meet the commarcial remit set by the Governmant, We folr
chiat 1t must be clesrly spelt out that slectrification was linked to smprave business
performance, profitable irvestment and improving productivity. We eshked the boand
o subemit new plans for the commercial businesses of inter-city and freight to schieve
a fully commercial performance by 19886, ot the sarme time a8 we ssked it to submit the
19-yaar programeme of electrification, Wa made it clear that progress on slectrification
would depend on the changes necessary ta achisve manpower reductions. The approwal
of successive slectrification projects would depend upon the achisvemant of these
Improvements, & well 2 the profltebility of the nvestrment At the tme of that slate:
rrent, Sir Peter Parker welcomed [t a3 showing s potitive way ohead.”

Shartly after, we explained to the board that to reach further decisions on electrification
we requined 8 programme of scharmes, rankad in order of return. Saparats appraissl of
individual schomaes is nesded to ensure that the programme offers the best possible
finanicial return and that sach schame i Tully justified.




v
Road programmes undergo same examination as rail

! shall not talk of the points made about the rosd programme by Mr, Cook and Mr.
Sruepe. The Goverramant anemgts to submit rosds o exactly the same rigonous
sconomic examination, The M40 thows & worthwhile return, otherwise the Govern-
ment would not procsed with i1, As road and redl programmes pim gt difforent markets
and carry different lavels of traffic, | have never understond why those interested in
e rail industry tteck the rosd programme and thase interested in haulage amack the
railway. | know Mr. Snape would like to raply, but if we start to debate that I shall not
reach other matters which interest him.

Deley has been caused by the board's difficulty in raaching decisions on the financial
prompacis for the inter-city and fresght businessss, It has tmken langer than it had koped
o setile the commerclal plans for those two businesses which are the essential basis of
the 10-yaar programime. We have now rece ived the naw policy for Inter-city and wa
expect to raceive the plan for freight saon,

All of this is linked 1o productivity. Wa indicated in June & target of 38,000 fewer poats
#t the end of 1985, We have considered the Hitchin — Huntingdon rowute, but it makes
na senis axcept in the context of King's Cross — Leeds. For the same resson & in road
programmes, no case can be made for Hitchin — Huntingdon. Humtingdon i a mioe
place, but not big encugh 1o justify electric train.

Wa shall look a5 soon as we can at King's Cross 1o Lewds if. in the board's judgment, it
Brns out to be the first scheme in the programme, with the highest priceity. | am
#wore of the problems of Balfour Bearty, but for the short-temm problems we cannot

divorce ourtelves from tha main policy objsctives. We hope that if we can make progress
Balfour Beatty and everyone ele will match WP

1982 — FEBRUARY 9 “Douglas Jay (Lab. Battersss North]: | beg to move that
leave be given 10 bring in a Bill w clarity the meaning of the Trarsport (London) Act
19608 by praviding for the Grester memlmmmmmﬂ:me
wurrent expendes of the London Tranmpart Exacutive, whars such grants sppesr to the
Council mhuqulnuﬂmpmuh.wwnhprmiﬂmuﬂmdmpﬂ:li:m
ulnmuvlmuuﬂnu-lﬂum-tﬂﬂuﬂnuhﬁuﬁﬁtm London; 1o
provide thet wch grants shall be treatsd 85 revenus of the Execuitive, and for connected

The Bill (Nr, Jary smid) i:mwﬂdm-ﬂhmﬂuﬁnmwﬂumm Lords
Judgment and 1o restore 1a the law the meaning which sveryore believed it had besn
before that judgment . , . . As & result of the combined efforts of Parfiament and the
Lords, & legal obligation has been imposed on the LTE wiiich it |5 scongmically
impeesible o carry ot . . | .

4%, in New York S5%, and in Brussels only 30%. If ws fly in the face of apanom;
reality and iry to fores LT to da something which s mﬂrrLﬂily Immt:nm
mﬂdmmwﬂrh-mwﬂuuﬁﬂ:ti‘. to Londoner, and the econcmy of
Londan. In Sir Peter Masefield's own words (letter 1o the Timesl, we shall “sriously
undermine the standsrds of public transport in London.” Tha Lords” judgrment rested
mainly on the taction which requires the sxscutive to balance expenses with revenue
;Tn:“:mmmh « This u-“'hlld to qmr1lrhr the mction which says the GLC “shal|
o ma nis to the executive for S
. safic r:lm By purpase. ” Mony people took that
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ASLEF DISPUTE — A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Dlesr Wha il

Tha recent disruptions on our railways hevw been the cause of spparent
concarn and ans ety 1o you.

Howawer, tha National Commities deckted early on =0 the dispute
between ASLEF and the BRB 1o remain strictly neutral as we have friandly
ralatborahips with both British Rail menagamant and (he |esders of ASLEF,

To mambars of ADS It was wndoubtedly unpleatant 1o e our friends
quarrelling and aven mone upsetting to experience the anti-rail lobby having
such an enjoyable time explaining wivy the railways wera no longer necessary.
I |radesel thay mre wnnacedsary why wwas there such sggravetion becaise tha
traing wera not running 7 OF courss “svarybody™ managed “'someshow™ but
what zighs of relief there wers when things returned to nosmal,

Thare (s still a difficult and whoertain time shead but the signs are that
& permanent paace Tormula will amenge.

A for RDS we will have to re-double our effors for rallwey develop-
mant and to counter @l the recent anti-rell propaganda. Even Lord Beaching
was dug out of retirement to tell us all how right he was in the 1960

All over the world raliways are being built and developed. British
Aailways have a great future especially |1 linksd 1o the European natwork by
& rall tunnael,

| sppeal to sl RDS members to play their full part in eniuring an
supanding future fior rail trersport in Great Britain by fighting the very powar-
ful arti-rail lobby in this country and making thelr views kiown to Membars
of Parliament and Local Authorities.

¥ ours sncarely

R. V. Banka
Chairrman

MEMBERS' FLATFORM

The Editor will consider for publication ketters on matters of general interest. Any
opinkons sxpresed, however, must not be taken a8 necesssrlly reflecting the official

winwn sl palicies of the Society.

The Editor alss retarvos the right o make “cuts”. Letters should nosmally be signad by
hmi.r‘rrdmﬂnlrlnmpﬁunﬂﬁmﬂ;nﬂtnﬁmnmhmmﬂ
ifi & cowering note, will a lether be accepted for publicetion undes 4 “nome de plume”™,

SUBSCRIFTIONS - With this lssue will be enclosed 1o those members who have
romntly renewad their subscription a new MEMBERSHIP CARD (look inside the
envelope|!). I however your subsoription falls for renswal at this time A RENEWAL
FORM is enclosed. Plaase retum it with your remittance & s00n a5 possible and &8
DOMATION over and sbove yvour Subscription will also be gratefully received,
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A BONUS FOR RDS MEMBERS — Shortly ADS will be introducing & specisl
members” Travelcard. Holders will obitain worthwhile distounts at certain hotel and
other services. Details of the aveilable concetsions are being negotiated now and full
information will be relsased to resders as soon a3 they have been finslised.

Travetcards will be available to current RDS mambers only, 8t an annual charge of
£5.00. The small fea can be seved in ons diy @1 the right place and we are confident
thit this new Tacll ity will prove popular with all who move about 'lummﬂ':bﬁub
arty: bt ploase do nat rush to apply yotl We will tell you when and how to n
this added benefit of RDE membership in dus course.

The texts of Resolutions so far
received for the A.GM. appear
on pages 2 and 3 of this
Members Only Supplement. :

KNOW YOUR REPRESENTATIVE  Asa rewilt of the meatings referred 1o in
REGIONMAL NOTES the following amendments should be made 1o the information
contained on pages 5 & & of the MEMBERS® HANDBOODK:
LONDON & HOME COUNTIES BRAMCH (add to ares — portion of Hamp-
shire in immediste sicinity of the Alton line} La. mambers in Aldershat,
Bentley and Alton.
SEVERANSIDE: (adel 1o srea Wilshime — north of the Waterloo — Exeter linal
WESSENX: [Dorsat — as far north as and including Yeowil and Gillingham,
Wittshira — a8 far nerth as and ingluding and Safisbury, Hempshire =
#xeept the area around the Alton line, Isle of 1
Branch Secretary:  Miss Hazel Lingard, 9, Beckham Lane, Winchester Road,
Peisrsfield, Hants. GUIAZ 3BU,
Thames Valley Arsa: (o include member living in the Resding Area unless
they opt forimemberhip of London & Homes Counties Branchi

PUBLISHED BY THE RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY for the sxchusie
tnformation of JI5 members,

Editor: J. W, Barfield

v

Highly sericus issue: — sarly legislation sssentisl
My &Il makes It cloar that the grants the council can proside include those towads
ounment costs and, sscondly, that mwech grant can be countsd as revenus befom current
rewende i3 balanced agasnst current expenditure. This would trarsfer decisions on the
sconoméc policy of LT from the courts to the electors of London, where they shaould
redide. The then Minister of Transport (Mra. Castiel, when intreducing the 19809 Act,
waid its purpose was 1o ploce the main responsibilities far transport in London “whira
they belong, with the people of London, through their slectsd mpresentatives on the
GLE."

It is that purpose that my Bill seeks to carry out. | beligve the national budget must
coniribute something towards the cost of LT. | cannot, however, include that in my
iifl, becauss | am advised that it would echaically imposes & charge. If the Man|star

wiill take it over | shall be delighted . . , . | hops at least that the Minister will recognite
that this is a highly serious sconomic issue affecting 10 million people or more, that
sorme early begisletion i3 estential, and that it must be treated & such & issue and not
simply regérded as & subject for juvenile party political slogans, Almoet the entire press,
fram the Tirmes to the Standard, and the Chairman of LT, agres that naw lagislatian

i5 MBCEEEANY.

Meil Tharne (C. liford South):  This gives only one side of the story. Up to kst May
LT had besn run in a sound, forward-looking way. No one can deny that it received a
satisfactory share of subsidy, and on top of this there is tha free glft of the entire
undertaking of the G.L.C. by the Government in 1980, There was no charge for buses,
waing, offices, siations, lne, machinery and fixtures and Fittings. At that Hmes the

GLC had no wish to scouire an axpensive albatross round its neck that would have 1o
e passadl on 10 the ratepayerd. 1 was in that light that the 1988 Act was pased. There-
fare it comes & no surprise to me that the Lords’ ruling was glven as |t was 0.26 of
UK"s gross national product subsidised transport.

Wie find today a belligenent GLC led by 8 man who has by his actions brought matters
naar to chaos. He has been assured that if he goes back to the pre-May 1881 position,
should there be any doubt about the law, the Government will do their best 1o help
with the necessary legisistion. They have made it cear their determination to protect
old pecple’s fare concessions, but where is the GLC's sympathy for old people’s rates 7
They get no extra benefit for profiigate local public trensport.

Ot peopie do not wish to wbsidise tourist travel, nor office rents in central Londan,
which is exsctly what |s done by giving theap transport. Nar do they wish to subsidisa
office workars for the whole of the South East. They do not wish to see suburban
industry hammared with extra rate burdens thet reduce their ability to employ locsl
school leavere. Thay wish to see sound manesgament, lading to such things ai singla
manring . . . This will not be achieved by a retum 10 the previous siustion & prog-
osed by the Bill,

MPs than voted in fevour of the Bill by 2061177 — a majority of 28, The Bill was

ordered to be brought in by Douglas Jay, Albert Stallerd (51 Pencras Narth|, Nigel

Spearing (Nowham South), Alfred Dubs (Battertes Sauthl, Frank Dabuon | Halborn

& 5. Pancras South) and Tom Cox (Tootingl all Labour MPy. Tha Bill was ordered to

be read a second time an February 18 and printed. |1t subsequently appesred on the

Commons crder paper, but will make no progress unbess given Governmant “facilities.™
ALE,



vi
FEBRUARY 10 ‘“Martin Fisnnery (lLab, Sheifiekd Hillsborough)! Have you
recelved propossls for elecirification an the 51, Pencres — Sheflis|d line north of
Bedford 7
M. Howell: Not yet, but | |sok farwerd to recelving the BR board™s 10 year slactrif-
Wr. Flanrery: Wil you rémind Sir Peter Parker that this line has had problems for 10
vears? Thare are many cities on the line. Ninety per cant of the trains are late. Thoss

wiho use the ling are likely to wifer snothes 10 yesrs bacause of mierable rodling stock,

M. Howell! Until we receive the full slectrification programene, which we expect in g
mionth or 5o, it ls not posille to determene priorites for individual routes. | note what
you have waid.
John Farr (€. Harboroughl: | am a regular user of the line. On reflaction, do you
agree that money spant on electrification north of Bediord would be & utter waste, as
the peaple wha operate the traing refuse to modarmnise thelr spprosch 1o thealr duties
and the way thay run the trains 7

M, Howell: Invsitmant must be ralated to produwetivity.

Lowlie Spriggs (Lab. 5t. Helera)! As soon as obectrification i authorised, it will make
good sende to the travelling public and the wunemgioyed in the ama served,

Tory Marfow (C. Northampton Morth]: s there any point in considering any futum
investment in the railways? It will merely give Mr. Buckion further opportunities to
create hawvos . , .

Speaker Thomas: You must sk & guestion, not put forward and argument.

Mr. Howsll: The prasent wretched strike is doing great damage end raising ditficult
meuss about the future linences of, and investment |n, the railweys. | repest that
nettment and productivity go tegether,

George Foulkes (Lab. Ayrshire South}: Have you recelved a proposal to slactrify
Glasgew — Kilmarnock — Carliale, which is reported not to be included? Wil you
draw attention 1o the line's importance & a direct link from the south o Prestwick 7
Mr. Clarke: There are other lines 1o which | would expect BR to give highser priority.
Hector Munro: (C. Dumfrias): Wil you bear in mind that most of this line runs
thrgugh my constltuency, that it s a most important link betwesn London and
Glasgow and also carries the boat train to Strancaer ? Will you provoks BR g giving
it I-.i-uTr: priority and ensurn that the inter-city train stops ot & station in my constit-
Ency

Mr. Clarke. | wish | could say that the discovery of the constituency through which
the line rung would affect the stetement | have just rsds.

William Madel (C. South Bedford): i disruption continues on the railways, is not
modemisstion bound to be at risk ! Wil you bear in mind the competing needs of
rosds, including more by patset in my comstitumeay 7

Need for many measures to overcome strike losses
L I .am aware of discussions of the possibility of our paying 100% for the
Lﬂmm—Unmmlmﬂm“Mummduu.lramﬂm
deep darmage is being caused by the wrotched ral strike. There will be & necessity to
press ahaad with many meateres to overcome the lostes.

{Another Beeching Era — No doubt ED.) 77

vii
Robert Cook [Lab, Edinburgh Certrad): Wil vou at least ke wure that BA @ not

panalissd by an unreslistic lavel of extermal financing limi Vear — i
modlarnisation and little maintenance 7 i i R

Mr. Howel!: The real need is for all concerned 10 ASLEF toand | ik, |
m‘llhmdhthlﬁlﬁmwmﬂmih:un:ﬂmmthgml i

Robert Acley (C. Chrletchurch & Lymington): Do you not agree i

. . ] that it
unfair on mast railway man in the NUR, on the BR board r::h Mlx;ﬂ::, if
Aslef’s tactics wers to result in the jobs of NUR and mowt of Tosas baing put st risk ?

e N e 2 .
mnmm naquiry Is meating now, it is wrong for me to comment on the

John Ward {C. Poole): Will you tell The Chairman that man araged
L L ¥ people have
:n-n::rl;wlmm the services of BR, a position that is lFkzly to eomtinue ih: uunrilr'

M, Hawell: | recognise that many commiters have been suffering whi rrérycls
NHmmﬂﬁ!mnﬂfhfﬂimldlﬂrﬂm|ﬂh:?;ﬂﬂ- b
Albert Booth (Lab, Barrow-in-Fumess): Will you tell thoss who suggest t il invest-
ment is being curtailed a & result of the dapute that they are grossly mlnm:$=
e facts, and mmmm:hdwlﬂimmttmnhﬂmmﬁpunP

Mr. Howel!: There is a realistic mettage for those cauming disrupts
pison that if th
:m that highes pay can be schieved without productivity, or investment wI':'mn
manning and new work practices, they will cause uniold damaga.

FEBRUARY 18 Arthur Lewis {Lab. Newham North i

; “Wasth: Will vou impress on
tha chairman that improved productivity must apply to 2l BR i i
chairmign and all classe of highsr paid sxpcutives ! ;- S

Mr. Howelf: Sir Peter noeds no such advice, The
Aslef strikes is @ credit to all Sonobned. bevel of service achleved despite tha

FEBRUARY 268 Michalas Win terten (C. Macclas] _
i ehd): |

m"rﬂihrﬂ'mmﬂ'r“m”“ﬂlbnlﬂﬂ?: n ihe light of e agres-

Ar. Howell: |t would be premature while lsues on .

through procedures laid dows in Lord McCarthy's d u:ul Chivity are being pursued

forviny II:" {IH -;‘?w IC. Southend East): Are you satisfied that existing
i with Frence, snd thieir planned deval 9
7ot made knawn st time of welting.) TS W M ey

Mr. Taylor toid our correspondent beforshand: “Don't be carried s
_ , ay on B wave of
emotion. The Tunnel sounds exciting, like Concorde, and if 8 private firm w:u o do

It.mdhd:_ﬂutifuwmnmninm-rhdl i
o - =3 way. there would be morsl pressure

LE,

MARCH 3 * Phitip Whitshead |Lab. Derby North], Micholas terton and Donald
Andersan (Lab. Swanass Eﬂl]ml“.h#mﬂ'ﬂmmﬁﬂ'ﬂiﬂm

Prepared by Jack Ellis [Railway Development Society)
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PRESERVED STEAM AND DIESEL
on Britain's longest independent
passengar railway

COME & SEE US THIS SUMMER

“Merrymaker'' to Minehead or Blue Anchor
or Watchet, by British Rail and W.5.R.
Bargain inclusive fares from Paddington

Birmingham and other locations;
Details from B.R. travel centres

West -Sut‘_l.]t:_ rset

Railway

REGIONAL NOTES

LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

Much hes happened since our (ast report not the least of which has been the Grear
London Faras Muddle, namely the declson by the House of Lords that the G, L.C'
“Fares Fair”™ scheme wat beyond its powers under the Trampart {London| Act 1969,

Aftar taking a great leap forward. reducing its fares by more than a quarter, London
Tranaport has now been forced to take & bigger leap Back, by doubling its fares at &
sirckn, in thelr latest Newsletter *'Rallondon'® Branch membess were told of tha
artempt by Douglas Jey MLP., to put the whole muddle straight by amanding legisls-
tion. He told our corresponcdent thay this could be done guickly {in time to avert the
threatened fares risal f the Government co-operated. Alas it was not to be for whils
Mr. Jay's Bill was supgortsd by M.Ps of all parties st it first reading in the commons
on Bth February, with voting 205/177 in favour {See also IN PARLIAMENT) the
Governsment hes not sean fit to provide adequate parlismentary time to ensure is
pasting with dire conssquences for the transport system of the capltal.

At the moment when distant Newcestlo can boast of & municipal transport Fystem 1o
rivel th best in Eurcpe — nided by & grant from the Europeasn Developmant Fumd —
London’s ailing bus and tube system — cnoe the pride of the metropolis — is destined
o go fram bad 1o worse, As wraffic falls off, stations will close, services will be with-
drowami snd there will be fewar busos. Faced with this dire situstion the Branch
Commitee organised a Public Meeting st the Caxton Hall, Wastmingter, on 1 1th March,
the day when the G.L.C's own “Keep Fares Fair'* campaign was reaching its ciimax
with & mans lobby of MUPy. Billed to lead the debate wers G.LC. Trarsport Chedrman,
Dave Wetzel (with his Consorvative oppotite number) snd representatives of LT, &
B.R. were akso invited to sttend. Harmonisation of the fare scales of L.T. & B.A,
which the Branch has been sdvacating for so long, still seems as far away as sver and
bacsuse of Governmunt sdict G.L.C. are sven praclsded fram prowiding revenus
suppart for 5.7, local pervice.

Another red letter day was the Fourth National Conferance of Rsil Usens” Groups, on
2Tth March, organised by Trewor Garrod & Leslie Freitag, which the Branch hosted
#gain this year but this time st Friends House, Euston. Billed as guest speaker was Ray
Buckton, ASLEF General Secratary, who llke other recruits to RDS bn recant AN
has heelped 10 counterbalance the loss of members through adjustmant of Branch
boundaries or the retirement of Londoners into the country, One such member is

Mr, B.D.J. Walsh, a lowyer and former membar of the Rallway Development Assoc|y
ton who once led & debate with devastating luccess. against thesRallway Conversion
::un.ﬂwhnliEuMMﬁnithinmmﬂﬁumHmmdmmn

Mmhmummnhhmpdlrln-tFrWLHm-tI-AEme-m 12th
'll'!riltﬂlmﬂ!hmnann-rmbhﬁ-mwmlthMuﬂfﬂmup.
who are about to instel a systamn of pandolas” experimentally batween
Birmingham [nternational Stetion and the aining ainport. Good news for oross-
dhannal passengers is tha agreement by B.R. to continue to operste their part of the
Newhaven Ferry service with the modern Sealink ship “Senlac™, This was the outcome
of a labour dispute after BR had threatened to withdraw the service, claiming that it
made an annusl loss of £1 million. The French who operats two older and leis effic-
ent ships on this routs had claimed 34of the profits. A more setisfactory arrangement
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e niowy baen reached ., More importantly the Minlstar may have made @& annpundement
an the Channe! Tunmel profact by the time members receive this report.

Cther projects on which the Branch have prepared papers or given evidence are:-

fal the need or othareiss for the devalopment of and provision of adequate
rail access 1o Stansted Airport; [See 2o East Anglls)

b} the G.L.C. (Wood] Ingulry into bara on heavy lorries in Greater London:
el the propoasd by B R, 10 close Broad Street Station — torminui of the
North Lordon Ling — to faciitate the redevelopment of Liverpool Street for
witikeh en objection has been lodged with the T.U.C.C

WEST MIDLANDS

et another setback has unfortunately bafallen our long-swaited Moor Street — Smow
Kl rail link. Government cuts In copital grant and lock of priarity given by tha Caunty
Courveil have combined to dofer the first year of expenditure af £200,000 unil st
It 1983'Y, Owerall the Snow HHl lrk will cost sorme £5 million and the R.DUS. Mid-
lanals Committos |5 again taking steps 1o urge & more positlve and certain scceptance of
this acheme for the futura, Tt has shio taican the plunge in booking spacs for § publicity
stand at the Infand Watarerays Apsn. &nnual Rally to be hekd at Sandwel| from 28=30
August. With our Walsall Group we have finalisd 3 scheme for ing the B-mile
alectrifiad Walsall — Wolverhampton Ene with @ half-haurly non-stop EMU service; and
hive boaked an axcursion by DMU from Mew S5t Hamsteod, Bescot and ‘Walsall 1o
Matlock on 15th May,

Consequant upon the Law Lords decision (referred to above) West Midlands County
Council has concluded that it hat no alternative but to similerly raise it bus and (PTE)
traén fares from Teh Merch. (Although operated under the Transport Act 1988, the
warding i similar 1o that in the London Act snd the Cowncil presumably sae no palnt
in further fruitless iiigatlon ED). British Ral report that patronage on the recanty
introduced Hereford — Worcester — Birminghasn fest DMU service has been stisfactory.
Hereford & Worcester C.C. have also, for the third year ranning, agresd ta finance the
incromted service of trains on the Reddiwch line.

A proposed C2m. Parkway stetion for Oldbury has prompted criticism that i1 mey wall
prove detrimental o of nearby local services and that a more beneficial
loecation 1o seree the Bilsck ry would be at Wood Green, nr. Bescot, whers ample
dpace exists for a two bevel stethon and & lamge car park next o Junction 9 of tha ME

EAST ANGLIA

Whilst the Branch has welcomed the Minister's timely decision 1o suthorise the East
:U'Ih electrification, coming as it did onby days after presentation of our petitian,

ower 1,500 signatures, we are concerned that the Secretary of State, in his wisdom
i ot @ et given the go-ahead Bar the lines 1o Cambridge and Branch Chalrman Steve
Wilkinson has written to Mr, Howell sxprasting our hope thet [Cambseidge will receive
high priority in any subseguent autharisation. The'electrification prospects do however
ENCOUrage U 10 campaign with incressed vigour for certaln station r-openings between
Colehester and Marwich perticularly as the intreduction of elactric multipla units with
fast sccelaration will open up possibilities for nawe traffic on this route.

The Branch A.G M. was heid in Ipswich on 23rd January whin we ware plaased to

welcome Richard Cottrell MEP as guest speaker who gave a frank #ud hard-hitting
mnsmssmant of what he described a2 “the worst crisis facing the BR network since the

n

rid 1860s". He also sttescked the Liw Lords’ decision over the London fares subsid-
ies, adding that this “could mean the end of public transport in Britaln,” Labaur e
lstions on B.R. also came under fire when he pointed out that Britain was the only
aauntry in Ewrope with more then ane rall unign,

Another oliect of his criticiem was what he called *'politicsl anasmia™ for whilst many
rafl closures had taken place undar Labour sdministrations the Conservative Party's
utter dislike for railways “verged wpan the pemicious™ “Uneo-ordinated raitway
management’” and eleven successive changes in structure since 1945 had also taken
thair toll. It was, said Mr. Cottrell, “smazing shor-sightedness™ that Felixstowe should
mot have besn incleded in the Easl Anglian alectrification scheme; although he wal-
comed tha investment in now Freightlinar facilities at the port. In summarising his
proposals for & healthy B.R. he saw a need for; maintal réng the presant netwark and
poasibly adding some new routes; tsking the highest electrification option; expanding
rail freight snd reversing the trend sway from wagon losd traffic (No other country

in Europe sw “wagor-losd™ a8 2 bad traffic) snd to encoursge trensport integration —
a concept totally kacking in British peliticians,

In January the Branch was also represented at the Stansted Airport Inguiey whers it
stresied the need for direct rail facilities 1o be incorporsted intg any expanding arpart
right from the start. Our contribution, which was sympatheticslly recsived ey the
Inspector, alio stressed that smy rail link should be 8 loop rather than a terminal spur,
as this would provide grester benefit to aress north of the airport. Meanwhils a com-
promise solutien 1o the drastic cuts proposed for the line to Frinton and Walton-on-
the-Naze now seams |ikely s BR have backed down from their original proposal which
would havae laft one unit shuttling to ond fro slong whist would have been In affect &

5 mile long siding. They are now prepared 1o allow at lesst some through trains to
continue and Branch Committee member Mike Farsher & keeping in close touch with
local users o diseussions with BR continue.

At loast seven special tralns are planned in the ragion by ROS and its associated Groups
this summaer, including: sesside trips from Dereham, Sudbury and Wisbach; Inites-Ciry
axcursiond from North Walsham and the East Suffelk Line; snd specisis 1o Orton Mare
for the Nere Valley Rly. and Park, The Branch is alse supporti the Potter Growp in
its application for & Sec 8 grant to enable it to receive potash traffic by rail from Cleve-
land ot ity recently-scquired Ely railbesd.

On the local Government front ADS has |sseed comments on bath the Sulfolk and
Morfolk Public Transpart Plans but in Cambridgathire senior Council olficlaly have 1old
us that they can give us no guarantes that we will be consulted sbout vy rail plans in
the county, and the Transport Committes Chairman does not even seem inclined to
rﬂyhmr!mﬂ.ﬂﬂlmmlﬁﬂmﬁumﬂhﬁﬂ.hﬂhnnn-rmwiunu.
TE,".:""""'““ to Sudbury-Marks Tey RUA to help pay for & publicity poster for their

YORKSHIRE

As a chimasx w its campaign for the future of the York — Harrogate line, the local
Branch of ADS held o public mesting In Knaresborough on th Februsry. So grest was
Iﬂlmﬂmh?ﬂmmhlium#nnﬂnhmhuww-lm
room in the building. After explaining B.R's financial constraints, Branch Chairman,
Philip Ralph, explained the need to retain end develop secondary lines, how ecanomies
in operation could be sffected ond the suscesse which had been schieved by othar locsl
rail usars” groups around tha country,
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The meeting then voted 1o set up & Knaresborough & Harrogate Rail Travellers” Asoc-
intion and dily slected o Commities. Among points roised were! the noed to publiciss
Knaresborough station which whilst close to the town canire B tucked sway in 8 sod

street: overcrowding on some peak-howr trains; need for better co-ordination of local

s & train sarvices; more cheap fares such &8 are sveilable in the nearby Weil Yorks.

PTE aroa.

WESSEX/SEVERNSIDE

South West England (with the exception of Devon & Cornwall) has now been effect]-
wely carved up between the showve two Branches following meetings of RUD.S. mamisers
el i Jarviary & Februsry .

(Sew Members Only Supplamant]
At tha first mesting. held in Southampton on 23rd January it was reco lved to st up a
Wessex Branch of the Socety covering the South Coast area roughly from Portmouth
to Weymouth and extending just north of the Waterloo — Exeter ralbaay line, &
Commitee of B wes slected and resolved &8 thelr flrst taak to press for the electrification
of the lines from Portsmouth to Emtleigh and Southampton in order to facilitate more
flexible working for both passenger and freight traing and Fll an important gap in the
otherwise slectrified network. Attention would also be glven 10 the need 1o mainEin
and develop rail-freight fecliities a1 Southampton Docks and frelght raific ganerally
ifi thi afea. The recant propotal fior o tunnel to e lele of Wight wai however consid:
ered to b of secondary importancs but support and ancouragement would ba given to
the Swarage Railway Socety in their attempt to provide & full passenger service [even-
tusaliy) between Warehdm and Swanage.

it was considered that ligison with the Bristol — Weymouth Railway Line Levelopement
Group | for one of the longest lnes in the country) was more sppropriately a matier
for tha Severnside Branch bt Wesses would wish 1o be concerned with movernants
south of Dorchester, The Brarich also considerad thiet it should haws & 1y in services
between Basingstoka and Reading and between Reading and Guildford but concadad
that sarviced 1o Alton were more approprigtely 8 matter for the Londan & Haome
Countios Branch | &t least until such time 88 the mising link |3 restored betwssn Altan
and Winchestar = the “Watercres Line. ")

At fts First Annual Genaral Meeting, held in Bristol on 20th February, Severnside
Branch » Erle Barbery, reported a year of considerable activity and an increass
in membership which was rapidly reaching half a century. Whilst sales of Society pub-
licaticns in the ares had proved a somewhat deunting task some FEton re-opening and
line restoration projects were beginning to be taken up by the local suthoritisn conced-
ned, and & detailed ditcussion took place 10 concentrate attention on the more promis-
ing ones. A Commities of T was elected and if progress to date is continwed the Branch
could well have over 100 members by it next Annual Meeting in 1983, Until such
tima = a new Ares Repressntative it appointed It will continue to keep & watching
brief over events in Devon & Cormwall,

RAILWAY RIBALDRY — No. 4

“Just as the train mowed cut from King's Cross s pasenger rushed up the platform, and
by 8 supreme effort boarded the last carriage. Banging the door atter him he stuck his
head aut of the wintdow and waved &t & porter “Am | all right for Finsbury Park ?
“¥as 5ir” replied the porter “changs ot Peterborough!™

AFW

LANCASHIRE & CUMBRIA 1 3

The Friends of the Sattla — Carlisle Line have launched s public sppesl 1o raie £8,000
for an independent survey to be made of the Ribblehead Visduct, Mr. 0. Burton, the
Group's Chairman, says that 8.A's estimate of £6 million to replace the viaduct is on
tha high side and there i sven now soms doubt 85 to the extent of the damage which
may weall only be superficial and sssily repaired, withaut reguiring a totml replacement
if any ADS member would like to contribute to the fund pleass write to My G Muttall,
37, Bar Street, Burnley, Lancs. Make cheques payabde to “Settle to Carfisle Sy
Fund.” Cumbris Tourist Board has coma out firmly in favour of keeping tha line
mtact,

STELLA (Support the Enit Lancashire Line Associntion) has sgreed to adapt Calne
Station but have not as yet tokd us how they propose 1o affsct improvernents. At
Hogihton the Parish Councll are mounting a campaign to get their local station — on the
Preston — Colne line between Bamber Bridge and Pleasington — re-opened as it was
cloted during the Beaching Era and when the papulation of the village wad rmuch
smadler. Since then it has grown considerably end a survey carried out by the Councdl
revealed considerable demand from potential passsngers. The Parish Council is bwing
Eeared |n ity campeign by both RDS and Trarsport 2000,

As raported elsewhers in this ssue OFTA (Ormakirk 1o Praston Travellers” Assn.)
sconifully perssaded B.H. to drop its plars 1o reduce the service on the line (fram
17th May 1882} and clow the pessing loop at Autford. The Associstlon is olsa Fitemp-
ting to get the station at Midge Hall re-opened and to find what powntial eicists a
survey of all local residents is being carried out. A report is to be prepered and sent to
the County Cowsncll and B.R,

Meanwhile STRATA (Southport Rail Travellers' Assn ), which was formed st the and
of lmt yoar, is seeking improvernents to the Mancheiter — Southport service and one
of their main aims i to get 2 through service to London restared. They would sho like
o see restoration of a Preston 1o Southport service {via Rufford and Buscough Bridga)

MERSEYSIDE

in Liverpoal public comment i being sought on the future of the former 12 mile lina
batween Alntres and Halewood which ran via Gateacrs and Walton on the Hill,

NORTH EAST ENGLAND

Gmnmprci_ 1882 25 the crunch year in it campaign 1o secure the rettaration of
pastenger sarvice on the line to Consett — ideally a5 an axtension of the Tyne & Wear
Motro. Whilst it is still used for freight its complets closure i5 expected in 1983,

“YOUR TRAIN SERVICES NEED YOU I — Now Leaflet

Tha Society's Latest leaflet, published in Mid-March, Is shart and snapgy, wtating the
case for adequate investment and support without which many sarvices could face cuts
and aven closure.

3,000 enpies of the leaflet have bean printed, and it is suitable for mass distribution,
£.4. 1D passengers or door-to-door. It can also be used in any sres, snd includes a tear-
off ulip for those wishing to join RDS snd/or their local “Rail Users® Group"™
Obtainable from RDS Ssles (address sbovel FREE bul & donation to cover cost of
postage would be appraciated,
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LINCOLNSHIRE

B.R. hés now published plans to divert sll tralns to Lincoln intoe the Central Station,
which would involve the closure of St. Marks and the building of 8 spur st Boutham,
from the Newsrk line on to the western end of the Lincoln svaiding line. Local A.D.S.
mesmibers have been studying this plan which, in general, has much in its faveur, Central
is @ better squipped station than 5t. Marks but is relatively underussd. B.R., howaver,
#lso wish to close the avoiding fine which would entail &/f trains (both passanger and
fraight) having to pass through Central, Here the level crossing over Lincoin's main
street is already the cause of much complaint because of the wevere disuption it |
causes 10 traffic. The avaiding line on the other hand has no such problems being on
an emankmant. Thare is therafore & strong case for its retention for through freight
traing and passenger troing diverted off the ECM L when erEneering works am In

rOgrEs.

A.D.5. N, Lincs/S Humberside Ares Repressntative, Mike Sevage, submitted & report
to B.R, in Novembar which was very critical of the DMU service introduced & an
BcOnomy measure to replace some of the Clesthorpes — King's )Cross hauled tralns. It
is soeme consolation therefore to report that B.R's Divisional Manasger ot Doncaster is
now holding out the powmibllity of same hauled trains being restored between Cles-
thorpes and Newark this May and tha further possibility of a daily HET working
betwson Cleatharpas and King's Cred.

EAST MIDLANDS

Since its re-opening, in January 1981, Dronfield station on the line botwesn Chestar.
finld and Sheftield has attracted a regular 200 commuters. So much 5o that it ks
unlilksly that the local authorities will now be required Lo contribute sy thing towards
its first year of operation. The only expenditure which has besn irveant redd is tharelore
:l;m rehabilitating the station and eanverting a redundant goods yard into a car

SOUTH MIDLANDS

Central Milton Keynes Station, which is baing constructed |ointhy by B.R. and the
local Development Corporation at & cost of £5 millian, is nonw dus 1o opon an 17k
May. Situated on the main line exactly 50 miles from Euston [betwsan Wolwerton and
Bletchiey) the & platform station includes a 6 storey office block; extersive car park-
mmmm fucilities and will ba served by both Intes-City and semi-fast

Mmmmmlmﬂmhhﬂmmwhﬁm'
Tom Camber, in the middle of Februsry. RDS is alsa helping residents of Haddenham,
Budks, who are pressing for their station, on the Marylebone — Banbury ling, 1o be

WALES

s the Vele of Rheidol Railway will be B0 years old this year there will be a Spri
Gala on Bank Holiday Monday Mmmmrﬁﬁmdmtymm
with the opening af the new fink the Flestiniog Railway and the Conway
Vallay In-th-uuﬁuthiu.ﬂnmlmllﬂhmuhmm traffic is axpected
and B.R. sre catering for this by offering combined route tickets.
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PUBLICATIONS - A revised lis1 of Publications, availabla from the Sales Dept.
laddress below) from that published on pB. of the MEMBERS' HANDBODK APOEEE
e —

{a% at 151 March 1882

Inclusive of portags
Each
111 Can Bus Replace Train? 55p
121 Gaide for Rail Users’ Groups * BOp
431 Highway Tawee and the Commaunity (NJCLILT.) Ep
4)  Railway Electrification Leafhet 35p
5)  Railfreight or Juggernaut?  (ieaflet) 30p
{6)  Railfveight or Juggernaut?  [bookiet) 70p
{7} Trarport Policy for Todey  (T.2000 — 1975) 30p
(8] Vital Travel Statistics  (T,2000 & Q.U.) £1.30
18)  Your Local Treins in the 80s BOp) 1
(10} Your Local Trains in the 80s. (Supplemant) 40p) 00
(11) Woodhesd Laaflel 25p
(12) Car Saturation Levels [N.CIT.) Top
(13) Stop This Highway Fobbery Now! (New - 1982) Mo @
(14} R.D.S. Ties with the Sociaty's Logo
[Maroan DR Mewy] .75

Adl of the abowe iterms are avallable from:-
RDS Sales (Mr A F Johrson). 38, Geangs Park, Ealing, London W.E

Members are entitled to a discount of 5% on the above prices on all items EXCEPT
TIES. (Plessn state your Merribership Numbar when ordering) and all items are available
whilit stocks lest.

* New sdition
® Reductions for bulk wpply on request.

CORRECTION = On p. 14 of the last isue (R.D.N. Mo. 13) “Clasm 510's" should have
read “'Class 5085

EDITORIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

EDITOR:  J. W. Barfiold, ARICS, ANCIT, FFB,
108, Berwick Road, London E16 308
[Tal: 01-474-6722)

Sutr-Editor: A, Bevan, AlH, 12, Morris Field Crofr, Mall Grean,
Birmingham, B28 0RN

Mr. Bevan is responsible for REGIONAL NOTES, Mr. Barfistd for all other materisl

T ensure inclugion in the next issue (to be published in July) all material must b in

e hands of the appropeiate Editor by MOMDAY 17th MAY,
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