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REPRIEVE FOR MIARYLEBONE

Om 30th Apeil 1988 & shornt note from the
Press Asgocstion announced  that
Britinh Rail had abandoned its proposals
to close Marglebone station, together
with the lings to Harrow and Northolt
Junctlon, and declded instead o find
other ways of reducing the losses on
Ll lipa

The ostensible reason for this decision
was thai, since announcement of clo-
—yre progosels in the autumn of 1984,
fic on the LA.T. line out ol Baker
woraat to Amersham and Aylesbury had
increased, due to the populasity of
Trovelcards and Capitalcards. 1o such
an extent that closure of the Margabona
ViR was now operationally impracti-
cal

Whilst this may hive come a8 & surpriss
to many, i1 certainky did nof to the
London & Homa Counties Branch of
ROS wiha, in s submidsion of sary 1985
to the London Regional Passangors
Comminse [LA.P.C). sought 10 prova
that, were the proposal o b
implemantad, the lmited numbar of
rugh howr paths into Baker Street would
hiawe rmeant no seasts for some disglaoed
pazsangers nofth of Harrow, while soma
existing passengers south of Harrowe
may riol have bean abla 1o get on o tha
train at all — causing axtreme hardship

all concerned. In the ovent, our

uments hawve not had to ba put to tha

Back in 1982 Great Yarmouth Borowgh
Council sought to challange the clogum
ol the Wensum Curve | 8 shor lins
which enabled tramms from London to
awold Norwich and procesd directly ta
the coastal resors). What you may ask,
has thiz o do with ths Marylabona
closure proposals? The answer is sim-
ple. Parseverance — on the part of RDS,
its branchas, sssociated users groups
and, latterly, more enlightened Local
Authoritees who have aflsctively
mobilised all the resources available,
including legal knowladge and axper-
lise, in the lght Tor a lalrer deal far rail
UEATE

Whilat Great Yarmouth Borouwgh Council
was unsuccessful in preventing closura
ol the Wensum Cunea, the axpanance it
gained gave other Local Authorities &
wider knowledge of this  rathaer
specialised srea of administrative e
Thus justice was achisved where, in tha
past, it had possibly bean danked, Even

the praliminary stages of the Settls -
Carlisle closure were affocted when R
wind discoverad that B.R. had not strictly
complied with the Transport Act (1962)
in notifying potential objectors. The
decision of Bremt L.B.C., GL.C. and
other local boroughs, 8t the meating on
IMh  January 1986, to challenge
LA.PC's Inguiry procedures in the
Courts may nat have happoned had tha
Enowledge and expertise not baen avall-
ablo

ADS land s former constiteent bodies)
hawve been seeking 1o widen the scope of
tha T.U.C.C. procedure ever since Emr-
nest Marples's Transport Act of 1962
rostricted objectors to gquestions of
“hardship®, no doubt to facilitate the
rmassive Besching closure plans which
ware to follow,. Whilst we were not abile
0 secura much nesded improvements
thigugh Parlament during the passage
of last year's Transpor Bill — despite &
concerad effort with the AMANCC and
& consortium of other nlarest groups —
this effort may not have been in wain
Althaugh a numibas of battles may have
baen lost it could be angued that owerall
tha war has bean won

Tha GLC. may have been destroyed
beut without it initiative at Bront in 1985
and the subseguent Couwrt hearnings
which snsued throughout that yvear the
outcome may well have been wary
different and the Boroughs concemad
iHarmow, Ealing, Millingdon = particu.
larly Brent and not forgetting the sup-
porl of Bucks. C.C.} hava cartainly writ-
ten another Chapter in this continuing

saga

Wheathar BA. (and for that matier tha
Governmant) will at last see the folly of
continual cuts and closuras only LM
will 1edl But with Settle — Carbizle up for
decision during the runup to a General
Election perhaps more enlightenad
policies rhay prevail.

Mow that the closure of Marylabone has
bean avarted it behoves all concarned to
concentrale on the developmant and
exploitatiom of s potential, A1 the
Branch’'s AG.M. ot the House of Com
mons in November 1984, our Sponsor,
Nigel Spearing MP, guggested it might
usafully make & terminal for sisam
hauled specials = certainty B R, should
ol laast |ook &t this idea - and we hava
ng doubt that the local groups repre-
santing users at tha country end of the
lkne (& both High Wyocombe and Ayles-

buryl will wasta no time i/ putting
forerard constructive proposals.

A mors poditive approach 1o ralway
developmant is what iz required not
continual retrenchiment of the kind wa
have experignced lor over 20 years, As
Ken Shaw said at the and of hiz articls
on Marylebone in our July 1985 issus
{Raibwaich Moo 24, p2, col 1] “Any
Valuntesrs " to write the next Chaptar of
the saga.

JWE

THE BATTLE TO SAVE
SETTLE-CARLISLE

What | it abowl the Satile 1o Carlisla line
that has made its closure one of the
most hotly contested proposals for
many years’ Certainly whan the BRE
took its dacision many years ago o
cloga thé lime the closurs was veirsvad 68
an “open and shut” case. By re-routing
tha Inter-City seraces, reducing the
gervige 10 bwo podrly timed Irgins a day,
closing most of the intermediate sta-
thivned, and 40 on, BR pavied the way Lo &n
easy closure,

So whaet has gong wrong? There are
foisr nain reasons why the cosure of
tha Soiile to Carlisle line is proving o
difficuli for BR. They are:—

(al The development of Dalasrail. This
scheme has been 90 successiul that it
gl e tha way to the future develop-
meant of the lina;

(biTha appodntmant of KMr Bon Corton
25 Project Manager, Seitle Carlisle,
Mr Cotton was describad by tha
“Times" as 8 "marketing wizard™. it
takes raal ability to turm an epology of
B SArvcd (nto & maney Splnner Lo the
wxtent that the line is nonar mah:ing an
oparating perofit;

() The role of the line as a diversionary
route for tha VWest Coast Main Ling
and tha lack of suitable alternatives;

() The lormation of o well organed
campaign against closure. The Seitle
Carligle  Josnt Action Commities
(JAC)H orgimally an aliance of the
RADS. T30 and FOCSLA, has been
gxpandad into & limited company
and its membership increased o
include pansh councile, chambars of
rade, other |ocalfmational ameenity
and snwironmantal groups. Tha cam-
palgn can claim 1o have sroused




public aswareness 10 such an extent
that a mcord 22000 people hawve
objected 1o the closura,

Faw politicians locally or natianally can
atford to ignore the Senle to Carlishe line.

The TU.C.C. haatings into the progossd
closure have now taken placa. During
tho hoarings the JAC has presanted
&vldense lasting over 9 hours on all
aspects of the closure proposal. For
exampla Chris Wallls, of Barmaouth vis-
duct fame. suggestad that BR could
rapair Aibbiahasd for much lass than
the £2.6 million qualed by tham.

BMuch of the JAC s avidants was cantrad
around two main publications. Thase
ang=

fil “Re-Training the Setile to Carliska”
& meport by TEST whech examined tha
goonomic case for the line. The
report suggesis that with the right
managemant and & mix of Inter-City
and |ocal services the line could
aasily ba profitable and pay for the
remeadial work needed to structures
guch as Ribblehaad;
{il} “New Lila in the Hils"

Thia is a repost by Jonathan Robens
af Transport J00 and exarmnes the
casea for local station re-openings and
for neer local services on the Settle -
Carlisle and Blackburn — Hellifield
limes. The report criticises the past
mismanagément af tha line which
led to closure of local sendoes. it calls
for tha immaediate re-opening of ste
tions like Armathwaite, EL::: by.
Langwathby,  Kirkby &,
Garsdale, Horton in Ribblesdala and
g0 on. Others could follow, and three
Fui B1ELENE Bre proposed

IBoth repadts ane availlabla from the 5C
JAC, price E5.00 post ree. Address:
White Cross, Lancaster, Lancashire, LAT
dxH].

in the waeks before the T.LLC.C, reporis
are issued and tha Minieter makes s
decision the JAC intends 1o maintain the
momentum of the campaign, A serias of
public mestings are planned Slaming on
Saturday Tth Juna in Hawas which will
push the case for the re-opaning of
Garsdale station. Other gvents are being
plannad and thie JAC will be masting the
Ministar to present hirm with s awi-
danice,

Further details are availabie from

R.\Watts, 15, Stenlay Avenue. PENWOR-

THAM, PR1 9RE [Tel: 0772 T433T1).
Richard Watls

WANTED - URGENT

Mombar with graphic skille (o finaliss
pubbicity matarial for RDS printing. Lon-
don arsa of Surray praferred, Phone
Roland White — 01-651 2290

A.G. M. REPORT

——— Chairman’'s Message

Fallowing my election as Chairman at
thie recent ALG. M. held in Cardiff | am
pleased to pan this initial message to all
our mambeans and SUpporens

This year bagan wall wilh Govammant
sgreamant for our long sought Channel
Aail Tunnel, the miroduction of much-
nasded new “Sprinter” triind and good
progress being made with East Coast
oloctrilicatbon, Thaan and many other
develspments cartainly justify our pad-
gizterd afforts to secure a better deal for
our railways. Thera ks no doubt that
without the continuing publc CORCERN
aned pressure for tha retention and
development of rail services, the net-
work and infrastruciure would have
sulfersd (ar more.

Our moat valuable asset is the ndividwal
member, The mambership nol only

enables our esseniial lobbying to con-
tife, but Blso ansuras thal we malntain
ouT grass roots involvemant, As always,
friGrE membors are easentisl - so please
BRCLE YOUF New recruit to ADS soon.

Az miost of you will know, my base is In
the Midlands, where | have been active
winga tha mid 1960's, serving os Secral:
ary and, latierly Branch Chalimnan. Qur
new National Executive provides a good
geographical representation and, slong
with our new Ganeral Secretary, Trevor
Garrod, and our soon-io-be-appointad
Administrative Officer, we aimﬂ‘r
improve our afficiancy, Gxperiies
efectiveness in pursuing the many
goals ahaad of us.

We can succead; we must suceeid.

Alan Bavan AlH
Chairman

Dr. Caton

At this year's RADS Annual General
Maating, Dr Michaal Caton lafi his post
in a mood of cauthous optimism. In his
farowell addrass ha sakd that atrlkes and
industrial setion of all kinds on tha
railways had, of late, baen low, while
invasimani was high. Linas and siations
had opened or been mproved, whila
tha decision to go ahead with the
Channal Tunne!l had been taken. Bu
said D Cston, In spite of thess causes
for optimism, we should be cautious
and never losa sight of the reasons why
wil weng prssiing for rall developmant -
improvaments in both the environRment
and the safoty of travellars. Tha fow
fatalaties which occurred each year
from terrorism and industrial incidents
ware given prominencs in tha press,
while 5000 deaths a year on the roads
ware ployed down, The atisinable
improvemeant in passenger safety by rail
daveloprnent suraly justified inestmean
wihich would not give a retum on
“soonomic” grounds — particulardy as
company cars werna heavily subiidised,

Our population was becoming diffuse,
which was notl conducive o public
transport, end the effects of this on tha
environmant werg particulary serious.
Parts of London ware already spreading
in “mini Los Angales” fashion, while
thare was even now, pressure (of
davelopment in the gresn balt area
around the M25 Rail was & meansa 1o
counter this = as PART of a transpon
siructura plan, not an optional extra,

The means for bringing about rail

Bows Out

EXpEnGion were not baing provided. We
oupacted o 18th century railway to run
Hith century trains in competition with
20th century motorways. Governman
were mistaken 1o raly on markal com-
patition: rail and road did not compete
in the sama way a8 two nelghbourdng
greengrocers. A mapor shortcoming was
in the prowvision of prvata sidings of
witich, for example, we had only ong
tenth as many a3 the Fremch. Such
sidings could toke a considerable el
fram the motorways, while cross
rail links ahould ba developed as &n
answer to such road schemes as the
M35,

Finally, Dr Caton said that many positive
developmanis had beon dus to hard
wark by members. branches and wusars’
groups, for whose dedication we were
thankful,. RDS was now enjoying
increased standing — for Instance Mr
Mitchall had approsched us for a discus-
sipn on the Channel Tunnel. To continue
to davelop and be succossful in our aims
it was necessary for us 1o think more
strategically. to work logether a3 & team
and, finally, 1o take 8 lesd from the road
lobby's book and make sure that we get
tha righd pacgls (n the right places

After the Chairman had stood down,
Swve Wllkinson, the Vice-Chairman,
thanked him for parsevering in the face
of both infighting within the Society and
“out-fighting”™ [in the columns of
enthusiast magarines by some mem-
bers and sx-members of RDS). S

Growth in the Cardiff Valleys

The guest speaker at this year’s RDS
AGM,. was Mr Jones, B.R, Manager
responsibla for operation of the Cardiff
Valley services, who spoke of the
B R atratagy for revival of rail passangar
gervices in that area

fr Jones startad by reminding the
rrveating of the scele of oparation in the
valleyi. Sarving a catchment area of half
a million paopls, with 25,000 passanger
journays & day on 200 traing munning
betwesn 53 statlons. this network was
one of the largest in Great Britain
outsicde London and the P.T.E. araas.

The valley servicas had survived Beach-
ing = lnrgely due lo the preésence of the
coal industry and, furthermaore, roads in
tha arna wors not much compatition in
terms of punciuality. Up until 18832 there
. howaver, been a decline in both
Lifie and siaff morale. Rolling stock
was reaching the end of its working life
and singling had mada infroads at Borth
and Treherbert. Operating Costs werne
riging whila local employment levels
weire falling.

Against this background, an attempt
was made, starting in 1582, o inject
enthusiasm and (o mprove services by
means of businessliks methoads | which
eventually won B.R. an award for the
best markating businass In Wales),
Authority to run the sarvices passed to
the Area Manager, business seciorn
wene crested and management gener-
ally became more dynamic. South
Glamaorgan and Mig-Glamargan County
Councils weare fully supportive of ranl
dirvelopmant, particularly with ragard
to such projects as park and ride, stabion
refurbishmant and new stations [that at
A=shays achieved in one year the raffic
s propected in frve).

A fares stratlegy, designed 10 encourage
incraased revenue, (which aciually
Increased by 14% in 1985, despite lower
fares] reduced fares and enabled a more
rapid responss to changing maket
demands. As 3 result of considerable
rmarkol rosearch the brand nama “Yallay
Lines” was adopied. Fare reductions
were found 1o be newsworihy in them-
sohves and led (o publicity in the local
press, Improved service intervals of half
an hiour wars introduced on the Penarth
and Barry Lines. Industrial relations
took a naw turn as workars, hitherto
used only to cuts, divined that managae-
meni were succaading and coopearated
with the new moves — in splie of some
staff losses.

Fulure expansion under consideration
is the apening of the freight-onty Aber-
dura ling to passangar traffic (with four
stationsg), three new stations on the
Radcht Hna, v statione ot Esstbrook,
Yryswen, Bargoad and Thornhill,

together with new park and rida facilities
at 13 gtations. Sprinters are due to
rapiasca the ageing DML flset this yoar,
while open stations and on-train ticket
salos ara on the incroasa.

On the negative side, vandalism had
basn the largest single problam bt
police had done a good job = literally
hundmds of offenders had been
apprehendad and this activity had a1 last
fallen off on the Aberdare branch,

Future compatition may come from bus
deregulation and the opening of the
A40T0 Abarcynon = Merhyr rosd
Things were going to get interesting in
tha vallays. Mr Jones said, but B were
planning to counter this compeatition.

The speaker answared quesiions from
the floor. Among several interesting
points in his answers it emerged that
much thought was being given 1o ovar-
coming the problems of the “Prime
User® cost formula in opening the
Aberdare line to passenger traffic (if this
problém can be sansibly overcoma hame
then there could be major implications
for othar re- openingsl. Electrification or
light rail would, probably, not get far in
the planning stage due to investment
costs. Besidas which, ware some [ines
to be electrified and mot othars, opera-
tional flaxibility would be lost. Reading
between the lines in the answer 1o
anothar guaestion | appears that the
vallgy services are seen by BLR, &S being
a totally separste operation from Inter
City, evan though they contributle busi-
ness o it

The meating thanked Mr Jones for his
talk and the ensuing gquestion and ans-
wiar saasion, which had cartainly shown
what could be achieved by & positive
mttiuds to rall developmant i

East Anglian Branch

Following tha alection of Trevor Garrod
a3 RDS General Secrelary, the new
Branch Secretary (8 John Brodribb, 12
Eemps Lana, Becclas, Suffols NR34 9XA
{Tal. T16861]

The Autumn Mesting of the Branch s 10
b hild on Satwrdsy 200h Seplambar ot
2.0.p.m, in the Assambly House, Theatre
Strest, Norwich,

On Saturday 4th October a special train
will run from Colchester, Ipswich, Bury
£, Edmunds and [ntermeadiate stations
o the Severn Valley Railway. SAE to
Lowis Buckingham, 28, Drury Road,
Colehester, Essex, CO2 TUY for details

Trevor Garroad

MN.C.L.T.: ‘Reduce Dependence
on Motorised Transport

The MNational Council on Inland Trans-
port, ai it A.G.M. aardier this year,
pasaed the following resolution:

“That thia A.G.M., being concamad with
the adwverse effacts on the quality of Iife
of the ever incroasing depandsnce on
motorised transport requests the Sec-
retary of State to study and implemant
all possible ways 10 reduce that dapsen-
denca.”

In a forcelul speach moving her resalu-
tion Mrs. A Colyer referred to the
sarious impact of the growing numbar
of fatal and seriows accidents. the con-
pestion in (owna and villasgas, that thoss
withoul cars, or oo old of young to
ditva, ware bacoming second class
citizans. She asked that a study be
made, a1 top level, Imiting all who
wighad 1o glve avidencs 1o do 40, and
that the study should, amongst othar
Matiare, cover:

gl Better rail comnactions to anable
tourista 1o resch places of inlemeat
without cars.

bl Reconnection of rail lines o seaside
rESOs.

¢l Land losses due to road and motor-
wily congtruction

dl Cost comparison betwesn road and
rai| construction and maintenance.

gl Influence of forecast on car ownérship
lavel,

fi Nead for re-opening of rall Bnes, and
maorg rail freight.

Ruth Colyar. IN.CLT.)

RDS Appointments 1986/7

CHAIRMARMN: A.Bevan, 13 Morris Falid
Croft,Hall Green, Birmingham, B2B 0RN
VICE-CHAIRMAMN: 5. FWikinson, 52
Manor Park, Histon, Cembridgs, CB4

44T

GEMERAL SECRETARY: T.J.Garrod, 15
Clapham Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk,
NR3Z 1RO

TREASURER: A Wilsaon, 8 Duton Drive,
Bebington, Merseyside, LE3 SAE
MEMBERSHIF SECRETARY : F. Hastilow,
21 Morfolk Road, Sution Coldfield, B76
G50

SALES OFFICER: G Kent, 354 Oarendan
Road, Luton, Bads. LLIZ TR0

Other mambears of the Mational Execil-
tive alectad &t the AG. M. ara:-

J.W . Barfigld, L.J.Boylett,
M.G.Crowhurst, L|.Elias, R Hulsa,
A Maclarlane, J. Saunders, F.G.Tomlins,
P Wakefiald and G. Wyai

Icknield Branch

AGM. Repori: The Committes is
unchanged. Tel 0235 816547 for deails,

Branch Mestings are & Marylebone
Statlon bullet, 13.00 - 2nd Esurday In
each month.




MEMBERS' PLATFORM

User's Right to Information

Sir,

Aftar struggling for 17778 months | have
establishad the basic principle, with B.A

and the T.UC.CN.W., that information
cantres otc., should provide informa:
tion. During this period it has become
ppparent that the compate nos and erecdi-
bility of the T.LLC.C.NW. have laft much
io be desired, certainly prior to the
sppointment of tha present secrolary.

In viesw of tha chaos that surmounded the
first effarts of B.A. 1o close the Settle -
Carlisle line and the proven incompe:-
tance of tha T.LLC.C.NW., it ia Telt that
those connected with opposition 10 this
clogure ghould be made awara of this
fact. | am enclosing just band cpy lettars
which may be of interest to you. | can, of
coursa, provide a mass ol suppon
correspondence if required.
E.Racliffe,
Swinton,
Manchastar

iThe nub of Mr Raicliffe’'s correspon-
danos wias that he wishad (o travel from
Manchesier 1o Harwich 1o conmect with
maorning sailings thers, BR. anguiry
staff in Manchesier always inslsted on
rowteing him via London, even though
i kv, Trom peradnal expenancs, thal
there was 8 faster and cheaper route
finvalving two changes of trainl via
Ratford and Peterborough. BLR. st first
rafised 1o accept the principle that
anguiry stall should give information
aboul a8 route by which the passenger
wighad to travel, rother than by the
route which they fell that the passenge
ghould take. Eventually B.A. concaded
this point. Whan Mr Ratcliffe wrote 1o
the T.U.C.C., expecling support in his
case, ha found that that body sided with
B.R. in the matter and claims that,
during the course of several lattars from
himi, either failed to respond (o points
made by him or gawve misleading or
arronédus answears, ED)

Highway Robbery

Sir,

Sewvaral years ago RDS publishad a
leafiet entitled “Stop This Highway Rob-
bory Mow™. Il highlightad one of the
mosl powarful argumants in Tavour of
higher rail subsidies, or reducsd motor-
ing subsidees, namaly thal thare was a
wasl, invisible, supply of public money
into motoring, Unfortunately, the argu-
meant collapsed because the axact
arnounts of invisible subsidy and the
sourcas of information ware not ghen
The mside pages of the lealler maraky

quotad a fow local examples of cost

In the ruf up 1o the next alaction, this
issue of subsidy to different modes is
ety 1o amengs in publlc debate. Many
people ane still complately unaware of
tha large hidden subsidies 1o motoring
and still fesl that road tax is unfairly
high. Thera s & nesd for ADS e e
o be able o quote hard Tects amsd
sources with confidence, both in publc
dabate and with their M. P 5. They need
data on the following areas of pubdic
spending: road consiruciion, repair,
policing, cost of deaths 1o productivity,
cost of accidenis o DLH.5.5., cost of car
parking &nd of tax benslits to the
commercial vehicle. it would be wery
improssive o be able to sssemble an
aoecount for road and rail Subsidies n
Raiwalch in preparation for the next
alection

VOUFE Bincarely,
J. Evans
Uxbridga
MR ol e

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Editor will conskdar fof pulls-
cation letters and articles (such as the
aboval, Any opintons acprapsed, how-
aver, must not be taken 3% necassarily
reflecting the official views of the Soci-
ety. The Editor also reservas tha right 1o
miaks “cuts” and other alterations which
ristsin the sanss of tha onginal copy.

We @re always pleased fo rocewve
good quality black & white prints of
subjects of interest 1o members for
inclusion in the journal,

Singling
air,
As g recand recruil to the RDS | read my
firal copy of “Raflwatch™ with considara-
ble imtarest

This happenad 10 ba the issus (n which
Dr Jobn Marek had done an “axtensive”
investigation inte the problems which
would arise I BR, were 10 single the
Wrexham = Chester lina

| wias particularly interestad 1o read the
wirds of Dr Mamek who s an M.P
sponsorad by the MUR since & few days
beforehand, | had réad, n & cerain Rail
Enthusiasts magasing, that this sama Dr
Marek had urged people in the area not
i treved by train 83 & protast against the
singling propasal by B.R

H.J. Powoll
Chespstionw
Gl

R.T.S5.C.Seminar =

A Saminar on the thama: City Transpe. .

Future Developments for Rapid Transit
Sy stems, will be held at the Gr. Northarn
Hotel King's Crass, London, on Saturday
25ih October, Spaakers will include;-
Mr D Howard; Director of Tyne & Wear
Maino: AC.Claska of the Docklands
Light Railway and J.Gemt of London
Regional Transport

A Prospectus may be oblained by send-
ing & foolscap SAE 1o the Conferance
Sacietary, B.T.5.C., 208, Alexandia Park
Road, Londan N22 U0

Barmouth Beetle Beaten

Amidsl greal colabrations on Sunday
13th April two class 37 locomotives
ware the first 1o cross Barmouth's fam.
ous viadus since the Pwlihalk goods n
March 1880

—

{Abova] BRIGHTENING BAKER STREET
A facelifi is rransforming the stations
of Landan’s Uindarground. Baker Sireet,
a cantury-old station, is now ona of tha
brightest. Sodium lemps now Bght the
shatis which once looked oul on the siy
1G.L.C.)

(Facing page!
WAYS TOWIN PASSENGERS
One of the last public sppearances of
GLC transpord chial Dave Watrel was 1o
uivall this plegue, ta mak the opaning
af & much impooved wallkway linking the
v parts of Waterloo Station. Make
~=~tinng attractive and more people will
8 them, gald Dave Weizsl 1G.LC.)

Railguides

Tho full rangs ros svadlabbe is:

Cheshire and North Wales by Rl (10 be
published on July 201h orders (o
A McGiffen. 29 Growveside, West Kirby,
Moarseyaide L4B 005, £1.85]

Kont agnd Eagt Susesxy by Rail (from
A Johnson, 38 CGrange Park, Ealing,
Landon WS 3PP, £2.20).

plus East Anglls by Rail, Lincolnahire by
Aail and Midiands by Rail All these ol
discountis in bulk. Contact G. Kent, 354
Clarendon Road, Luton, Beds., LUZ TR0

WOMEN VOTE FOR RAIL

A mmcent nation-wide Gallup poll amang
a represeniative sample of owar 1000
womean revealed an overwhelming pra-
ferance lor fal transpor

Tha survey commissionad by F‘au-nun
Communications, and reporied in “Busi-
ness Traval Weekly™ Mo, 15, 21 February
1088, shows 8 marksd degres of confi-
dence in rall ravel, with six out of ten
Women axpresting the wiaw that traing
should come first for business ppurneys.
This was almost three times tha numbar
wiho thoughi air tranvel should De anoour-
sged, and four times the number who
opted for the cor. Only five par cand
fanvoured coach tranel.

Train travel was regarded as by {ar tha
least stressiul of the transport options
Qinly six par cant of woaman bty iswnad
saed trabns weare strassful, while the
largast numbar congicerad cars o be
0. (39%). A third of woman rataed
airlines as the most stressful form of
transport, while mora than ona in fiva
pointed o the coach.

Tha age of anlightanment i not yat
entirely with us, and irrationality still
plays & large par in pemsonal transpon
chioice. Paradoxically the survey also
revaaled that the car s nevertheless,
used for mosi beisure and buginégss
jounneys in tha LILK

Gaoffrey Ropar

(Bl
WELDING THE RAILS IN DOCKLAND

A joint is beimg heated by ooy
pcatylona sguipmant on the approach
road to the maintenance depot at Poplar
- & central paint on the Docklands Light
Raihway. A conductor rail wil ba
attached |ater to the sleepars. Tha main
running tracks are far 10 tha laft, In tha
distanca, looking towards bsland Gar-
deng, can ba faintly seen the modern
Billingsgate fish market, which replaced
tha obd one in 1980 {D.LA.]




Glasgow Link
now in Draft Plan

AR.D.5. (Scotland), since its inception,
has agitated with Ilitle spie lor & link
using the freight-only line owver the St
Encch’s Bridge, This link, which would
unify the Strathchyde PTE rail network, is
now shown In the District Council’s
Drafi Local Plan = the firsl wisible
indication of the possible success of the
campaign. Although the FRegional,
rather than the District, Council would
have the major respongibdity for the
project, both are of the sama political
complexion so thera is hope that the link
willl eveniwally be inssmed.

Frank Naville

Change and Interchange
around Nottingham

Tickets please! Thouwgh the Motis. &
Darbys. tramway system % long since
dafunct, the cry of the tram conduglos
that formed the title of D.H. Lawrence™s
ahgrt story should be heard fraguantly
in the future on BR frains just a mile
downhill from the aulthor's Easstwood
birthplace. Where the Erewash Valley
main ling from Nattingham to Sheffield
crosses tha arsbwhils trem routa @t
Langley Mill, BR have constructed a new
station with conerate platlorme and an
adjspcent car park. This replaces the
facilities demolishad years ago whan
ical services ware withdrawn. Since
then Alfreton has reopaned as a Park-
way station for Manafleld, Dronfiekd
reapened in 1381, and in May 1986 local
porvices ware rastored, using ew
“Sprimter” DMUs, Sesen services run
pach weekday from Nottingham, calling
at Besston, Langley Mill, Alfreton, Ches-
tarfield and Dronfield en rowte for Shed-
finld, and five continwe to Rotherham,
Wakefield Westgate and Leeds, giving
long-overdus improvements on  this
aniis.

Although the numbes of through trains
to 51 Pamcras from the Erewash Valley
is reduced to two return trips daity (all of
wihich call a1 the unstaffad Langley MIRE
there is a neésw cross-country train froem
Liverpool to Yarmouth on this roubs,
and the Blackpsal to Cambridge work-
ing is diverted to form A second daily
boat train to Harwich, Alogether the
Erewash WValley service s a vast
improvemant  on  lhe  previous
haphazard timetable.

Other "Sprinted” services based on
Mottingham and Derby have been
modified 1o give a basic two-hourly
frequency betwaen Crowe and Gran-
tham, and Birmingham and Lincoln. The
Momingham to Derby combened sanioa
is thus howtly, with eetras ot peak times,
and extra trains ara also run from Derby
to Crewe and from Mottingham to Lin-
coln, A walcoms feature s an sarer
gtart to the Sunday services on the
Mottingham to Derby, Mottingham fo
Grantham and Derby to Matlock lines
which gives more scope for day trips 1o

attractions such as Matlock Bath.
Malcolm Goodall

Merseyside faces Bus Competition
whilst raising fares

s p resull of the abolition of Merseysade
County Council, fares on Maerseyrail
wara increased by 40% on ZTth April.
Bus fared, on the other hand, wears only
increased by 16% and & spokesperson
for the now Jaint Board staied that the
reagon for this apparent anomaly is thal
“penesally, the unemployed and those
an low incomes are maorns prone (o wesing
the buses than the trains. Therefore bus
fares musl ba kept &8 low a8 @COROIT-
cally possible”. The PTA also says that
bus services will ba cut in Juna, 1o be
followed by further cuts &nd fare
increases ywhan the Transport Act comes
into larce in Detober.

From Dctober, Class 142 “"Pacors” ame io
be inroduced on the Liverpool - 5t
Halens Shaw Streat - Wigan MNorth
Waslern service, Troins will run Hom
Lime Strest on a 20-minute frequency,
with one train per hour astendsd to
Preston. This new service innovation
will undoubtedly compete more than
adequatély with sy prvate bus
operator who may appear on the scane
as a result of the Transport Act, though
theere may well be some disappointmant
from the fact that Class 150 “Sprinters”
will mot ba wssd a3 originally
announced.

The good medium and long distance
mews g that from the commencamaent of
tha 19886 timetable, Shelfiald, Yarmouth
and Dowver are new destinations s&rved
diract from Liverpool, together with an
sdditional maorning train to Partamouth
Harbour.

blike Braslin

Derwent Society may buy
trains if BR won't hire them

Sincs thae ond of 1903 the Darweni
Railway Society has organired 21 spe-
cial traing and i excursions have
gained increasad support and popular-
ity as thay becames more widely knoswn.
i has unfortunately not been found
possible to arrange a programme of
excursions for 1888 becauss the local
management of BR are now unable to
provide traing 1o hire. The Maryport to
Carlisle section has limited clearances
which rule out locomative hauled stock,
and the permitted railcars have o be
fimed with bars across their opening
windows, Tha small and decreasing
numbar of sulteble sets based on
Carligls lpaves no spares for hire on
weoekdays, and exira costs would be
incurrad if tha line wers to ba specially
opaned on Sundays.

The Society has asked BR to investigale
iths poasi bility ol As oultright purchase of
& suitable railcar for its own use, but has
mal with litthe respones, |1 i possible 106
run  locomotive-haubed traing south

from Maryport, but it s difficult o
abtain one of the few sets of carriages
ovallable for charter use and tha amply
stock has to be run via Carmnforth and
Barrow in both directions. The congider-
abde mileage of ampty stock running is
reflactad in tha charge for the ftrain,
which is higher par saal than that which
would be levied for a railcar,

Imi 1985 BR cut down 15 own advertised
excursions and Merrymakers to allow
traing to be more profitably privetehy
chartered. In 1986 the population of
West Cumbria will have littla or no
opporiunity 10 enjoy any form of
arganired leisure travel by rail. Tha
urmaiadom of culting down stock Lo the
bone is self-evident and the obwvious
guestion must ba eeked = What future i
there for passenger trains on the West
Cumbrla lina?

E.L Danbels

Hope Valley Improvements

In the north of Derbyshire, the Hogs,
Wallay local traing generally booo
through workings from Sheffield w
Manchestar Piccadilly, eliminating
some annoying changes formarly
necassary ot Mow Mills Central. The
hourly SsEpress A8MVICE NOW uses tha
new chord ling at Harel Grove 1o serve
Stockport and tha through platforms at
Piccadilly &n route for Warrington and
Liverpool. Some fralns min through
fram Hurmberside 1o give a coast-io-
coast service. it iz noteworthny that both
Harwich boat tralns, from Blackpoo! and
Glasgow'Edinburgh, call at Stockport in
nach direction. The route s presumably
via Reddish South, Denton, Ashton
Moss Junclions and Park to reach Man-
chastar Vicioria,

Malcolm Goodall

Peakrail reconstruction
gets Go-Ahe

Good news from Matlock, popular
and terminus of the BR payirain brad
from Derlyy. | l8 reported that Poakes.,
hawve besn granted detsiled planning
permission from West Derbyshire Dis-
trict Coundcil 1o reconsiruct o raithyey 1o
Darley Dale, and they hope to begin a
ghorl alattin saryions by mid- 1887, At tha
Buston and of the Peskrall schema,
prospects are considerably brghter fol-
lewring rocelpt of & local authority grant
to replaca the missing bridge. This is
plessing to thoss ADS people who sent
bettars of support for Peakrail to local
suthorities and the Poak Park Planning
Baoard,

Malcolm Goodall

Sprinters in Wales

This summer will see all Cambrian
sarvices aporated by "Sprinter” DMUs,
the return of a daily [5X) Aberystwyth -
Euston “Cambrian Coast Expregs” and
tha return of the summeor Saturday
London {Euston) — Pwillheli service, the
Fiist siica 1966,

Chris Magnar

BR not getting there
for Yorkshire Councils

Bradford City Council is taking legal
advice with a wiaw to prosecuting British
Rail owver the closure of the Worllay
Curve outside Lesds station without
issuing a Section 58 notice. The curve
allowed Inter-City trains from Bradford
o bypass Leeds instead of having to go
imto the station and reversa, thus adding
1o thel journiy tima, Tha Wharfedale Rail
Users” Group has made vanous rep-
resentations (o BR, tha FTE and the nenw
PTA and can take much of the eredit for
the restoration in the May 1986 imetable
of this 17.47 Bradland - liiday servica. BA
have besn reminded of their repeated
failure 10 provide the corract mumber af
coaches on tha 08.06 [lkay - Leads and
the quite intolerable overcrowding on
tha OF 30 |Ikley — Lowds and 17.31 Leods
= Wkley servicas. Reinstatament of the
public-address wystem a1 Burley-in-
Whartedale and Menston stations has

Aan recommended and suggestions

8 bieen made Tor the marketing of tha
improved Bradford - Iklay service in
May 1988 and tharealtar

The new Yorkshire PTA has annouwncad
that |1 s 1o opan two new statbons, East
Garforth and Frimnghall, and to make
improvemants a1 four othars. Brtsh
Rail's declzlom to cut out the late nght
services betwasn King's Cross and
Thirsk has coma in for strong condam-
nation, particularly as ¥ i3 only a few

manths since Hambeton District Coun-
cil contributed £2000 towards the eost of
niees woilting facilitles at Thirsk station, i
had baen proposed 1o do the same thing
at Morthallarton, where the Cowncil has
also given financial suppprn for station
improvements. Under pressure from
Mofth Yorkshine County Council, Britiah
Aeil have agresd (o retain the stop fora
trial pariod of six monthe. The decision
to  withdraw the Scarborough Spa
Express steam-hauled services in 1986
an the grounds that they only made a
profit of £16000 in 1985 has also caused
a row in Scarborough whore tha Town
Cipuncil have given financial support 1o
the vantum.

Following the inguiry at the end of
October 1886 into the proposal 1o close
the line from Huddersfield to Denby
Dale the T.U.C.C. have publighed their
commants on the proposal. British Rall
are strongly rebuked for their uncom-
promiaing stance throughout the haar-
ing and for their unwillingness o
nagotiote with the West Yorkahire
County Council In an endesvour o
resolve the dispute. The T.LLC.C. are
claar that axtreme hardship would be
cased 1o many peaphe if the line closes.

Sinca than the line has been subjact o
appatling train seérvice operation, par-
ticularly in Fabruary whan tha waather
was &t s worst. Proposed new burs
servicas for the ares served by the line
show a drastic cut-back. particularly in
the avening and on Sundayvs, whilst
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Stocksmoor which s s&rved by the lina
will lose its bus services allogether

Fares in South Yorkshire rose on 151 April
a5 a result of Governmant restrictions
on ihé joind board's precepts. Bus and
rail fares are now equal (e.g. Sheffield to
Barmshay, formary 25p by bus and 38p
oy rail is now Blp by sither mode) and
the apportunity has besn taken 1o iniro-
duce 8 dusl-mode “Savercard” ket
This “go-amywhere" equivalent of Lon-
dan’s Capitaloard conts £16 & month,

British Rail have pulled out of Goole
Docks. Container f{rafflc coming in
by s2a I being transferred to “Tom
Pudding” barges which will iaks the
containers to Leeds whence they will be
digtributed by road,

Danis Bradbwury'Derick Joanes

Severnside Notes

Marth Filion is being deopped from tha
naxi timatable. But it was nevear in, in the
firast place because the station was
privata and for British Asrospace staff
only. Timetables 131 and 133 are tight
lipped. Soma traing staried or findehed
at 5i. Andrew’s Road: these also sarved
Morth Filton. The cause of the decline is
nol hard 1o fathom; no chodes of trains,
only craft workers wers able to use tha
service. Nothing available for stal work-
ing office or management hours. Even-
ing dapartura time varied day by day
Mo advertising of service. Mo service
into Mewport or Chepstow so Walsh
fafdants had 16 use the Sevem road
bridge. There was no mention of the
sarvice (o prospective amployess as &
gtaff bansfit in kind & inlerview. Mo
fervice avallable For those business
travellers that BR so assiduously culti-
vatas. Only one train sach way so late
paasengers wore strandeod, Return times
ssemead to vary dependent upon there
batirvg an A in the month) The service
wias not worked as 8 suburban loop kn
the manner of the Cathcart Loop in
Glasgow, In shor the Settle = Carlisla
saga writ small.

BR have snnounced that after 12th May
1986 an swperimanial sarvice will |ink
Westbury, Trowbridga, Malksham,
Chippenham and Swindon. Four trains
running south and three norhbound
with just two each way on Saturdays
Bath Spa was second to Taunton in &
bast kapl madiem gize station compati-
thon.

The 18.30 Paddington 1o Repding and ail
slalions 1o Beadwyn runs o Wasthury
(FO) and then an ta Teuntan and Exeler
as a parcels train Monday to Friday, We
want a campaign to gel this in thes
timetable. & will atiraetl revenue and
cost nothing 1o provide

Erig Barbary
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
Copies of the Annual Accounts me

adopted at the A.G.M. are enclosed to all
maivibers with this issue of RAILWATCH



East Anglia

Electrification Ell‘ﬂpﬂign
A magor issue on which this Branch has
campaignied this spring has bean furt R
glectrification — wsing the new RDS
lmaflet “Wanied - An Elecirification
Programme”. This has besen sant to
M.Ps, councillors amd many  other
mtarested bodies, highlighting the cose
for Royston—Cambridge and Cam-
bricge=King's Lynn elactrifcation and
glao the cess for subsequent wiring-up
of thie Fedlxstowe and Sudbury branches
and the cross-<country mouta from
ipswich to Paterborouwgh.

Branch Secrotary, Trevor Garrod, was
intarviewed about the campaign an BBC
Radio Norolk and on 10th Apeal the
“East Anglian Dally Times" published a
sympathetic aditorial on our proposaks.
Among othaer things, this aditorial
suggesiad that EEC money could help
BR 1o alectrify, adding “"Thara = the
nead o upgrade our rall links ail oved
the country to match the standards of
our Europaan naighbour”,

Trewvor Garrod

Anglia Ranger Discontinued

BR hawe withdrawn the popular One-
Day Anglia Rangar ticket, despite o
varlety of strong protests from RDS and
users’ groups. They claimed thal users
of this tickel were causing abstraction
from “Saver® revenue. We do nol $hare
Eastmrn Region rsnagemant’'s
optimism that people who hawve, for
exampla, usad the "Ranges” for jour
nays batween, say Cambridge and Yar
mouth will automatically pay mone for
such journéys, Wa Tesr thst businass
will be lost to coaches.

Trevor Garrod

Special Trains in East Anglia

The special trein SEEE0N in our negion
started wall, with naarty 500 passengon
on the excursion from Morth Walksham
1o tha Savern Valloy Railway on 12k
April, organized by our corporale
mamber the Morth East Modfolk Travel
lare’ Association. This was tha hrsl of
five such trips planned by MENTA this
wanr. An ADS spacial train is due 1o run
on the Wisbach beanch again on Sunday
13th July (subject o confirmation at the
time of writingl This will be a DML io
Lowvestoft, and showld be the sewventh
passanger rain we have mn from this
Fanland town, which lost iis passenges
aparvice in 1968 bul =il has a healthy
freight traffic. Cambridgeshire County
Councillor, David G reen, who was guest
speaker 81 our AGM in February snd s
Chairman of the Pessenger Transporn
Subcommities, & hoping o parsunde
his colleagues 1o look again a1 the cass
far restoring regular passengar trains 1o
both Wisbech and 51. lvas.

Trewar Garrod

Thames Valley Timetables

Sropping senvices in ihe middie Thames
Valley are being changed in the next
timatable, Quite unfecessary changos
have been insered for passengers
travalling to stations other than Pad-
dington. Up to 30 minutes mora can be
expected. A painful loss is the stop at
Langley for trains thal were stopping al
Ealing Broadway. Langley then all sta-
tigns 1o Resding (ot least). Westbound
passangars on the all stations trains to
Langley could alight, stay on the plat-
form, &nd @wan the sl siations 10
Reading. From May they will go back 1o
tha bad old days with an arrival in the up
bay &t Slowgh fight & path across the
footbridge back down the stairs and
wall on the down relief platfarm. Fine
for the fit, but ghastly for people with
becyloed oF prarms of wslking frame Al
says my tame rallman, ‘our passemngers
arg commuters'. Mol so, commuters go
by car in this part of the world, tis
ouiGker

So that thero is sufficiemt stock for
the re-inlroduced sarvices across Weasl
Londan the early morming train from
Paddington and Reading has been with-
drawn and a DMU service substituted, It
laaved Banbury 45 minutes aarliar and |8
all stations to Birmingham Moor Street.
Mow if it startad from Basingstoke and
bnked HAesding West to Tilehurst N
weould be rather good

Lyndon Elias

More Changes in Docklands

Construction of the Dockiands Light
Railway Is continuing 16 maks axcellsn
progress, and, as foreshadowad in the
last RAILWATCH, the finished line will
ba conslderably differsent from wha
was first envisagad, All being well -
legistative powers are baing sought at
tha tima of writing tha ling will
terminate at the Bank instead of Tower
Gatoway., Tha DLR's spokesman, Dave
Sexton, S&ys they don't yel kRow
whathar the original terminus will be
radundant. They arn sure, howawvar, tha
tha 11 trains first ordered will be inguffi-
ciant, The first, not dessgned for tunns
waorking, which now becomes neces
gary, will arriva in August. it may be
decided to deskgn differant trains lates
for use on tha final stretch to the Bank
Jmck Ellis

20,000 Cheap Rides
on 1066 Gala Day

The 1068 elactrics — the newly edactrified
pervies from Charng Cross 1o Hastings,
got off to & remarkably good start, The
real service opensd on 12th May, but
B.R. celebrated tha avent with a Gala
Day on a previous Sundey

Passengers could ride all day on the
33-mile lima from Tonbridge (o Hastings
— tha newly-equipped siretch — tor just
G0p. Trains ran at 20 minule mtareals
mrd 10,000 passangars wera axpactod.
To be on the safe side B.R. printed
20,000 tickats = anough, it was thought,
te meest the widest expeciations of
demand. Yel, despia a rather cool dary,
the watiic excesded this figune by Dl
weren 1en and fiftean thousand. Ticksts
weisrs aold ot and latacomars travellad
Free,

Tha RDS, with considerabla Balp froem
the local users' groups, had played a
lpading nale in the campaign for alar
cation, There was even a risk ol
closure bafore the daecision was taken to
plocirify. The former disaal traing, dus
for urgent replacement. had been spe-
clally designed 1o it the narrow tunnals,
whare the track has now bean singled.
The ooastal route to Hastings, wia
Eastbourne, had long bean elecirified,
anly the problem of narrow tunnels had
delayed that of the demct route wia
Tunbridge Walls, Maw hopes are rising
lor alectrification of the remaining 26
mila link batwsesn Hastings and Ashiond,
thus serving tha picture postcard resor
ol Bya and salleving costts| traffic from
the Channel Tunnal, There are indesed
rumours of a “chaap”™ eloctrification
schome [or this ance-Thrastansd branch.

London Boroughs
fund transport group

To mitigaie tha dissdvantages of #
gbolition, sight Londan Borough
Camden, Grsgrmanich, Hschonany,
Haringey, ksdington, Lamiseti,
Lavwisham and Soulliwark = have pro-
vided initial fumding for the London
Strategic Polcy Linit.
Thia group will monitor bus and tubs
services and be closaly concermed with
tha slting of the Channel Tunnol tarminal
and congestion problems caused by
coaches. Major road building will be
opposed. The group = situsted st 20,
Vauxhall Bridga Road, London SW1
Jack Ellin
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PREVIEW

UPSETS BR

Tony Spefier (C. North Devon) tells
ma BR didn’t think it funny when he
made a joke on & [ONS Drder papear
&t the expense of the railways.

He meraly put down an “early :hv'

maotion, facetiously suggesting that
locomotives should camy & pl-lln
madal of a cow in front of therm. This, ha
axplained, was harping on the parannial
_liba, when a train stops in the country

t NO Bpparent raason, and passangers
_y: “There's & cow on the line!”

Wa did this, ha said, because such
delays happen all oo often on Wastarn
mrr.mmhriwhrivunlmn-dl

his constituency. But BR protested ot his
_ﬂ'nﬂmlw

Early day motions are of course just
mﬁm:ﬂwﬂnn by MPs, either
to influence other politicians but never
likaly to be debated

The West country has baen lumbered

with soma dul old rolling stock lately,
ks, Euﬁtﬂdmhﬂhilm

What about the marveflous transfor-
~~=gtion browght about by Network South
| e=kad him — “mhvm
ragions and !
standard. “Yes,” hlllilf.ailm
almant by stealth,”

hhmmhwnhhm'ﬂlwﬁ
rather see & cheapar capitalcard and

“Crossrall® links publicly funded, with
&n g in the Covent Garden
aron (an RDS Incidantally. }

{“What, by the way, is the attitude of
Londan Stratagic Poliey Unit to Metwaork
South East? "A good marketing exer-
cign,” says their spokesman, Eddie
Tulasiewicz, "but it deals more with
outer areas rather than Greater London,
which Is still the poor relation of LAT.")

Lord Jenking jof Putney) (Lab.), whose
trovels don't take him far cutsice Lon-
don nowadays, is happy about Network
South East and svan happlsr about the
improvements to stations on the Under-
ground.

“| usa the Underground maore than
anything alse,” he told me. “I'm particu-
Myphuﬂﬂﬂnmmuﬂnuﬂm

in baing r Mow that the tubes
look betier carad for they don't seem to
ba vandalised .~ »

nnill'rill
wnnlllﬁll then rise

FEBRUARY 10  sr. Ridley, prop-
osing that the Government's White
Paper on thea Channel Fixed Link be
approved, said that when the link
apned, mnﬂwmm on the forries
fall. “The Government

-Illt-m- 1lm Iess than mﬂll
theresiiar wiill rism again,
both on the Hlﬂtm#;nillﬂumwl.mn-
-ﬂnmmul are LTS
ral.” The rail link from London to Paris
and Brussels would ba vary competitive
with alr transport. These were great
banefits.

“With the lunnel becoming nesrar to
reality, the natural consarvatism of the
Brltish paopla is coming to tha fore. Will
rabies come? Will the Russians invada?
Should Britain not remain an |sland? |
sympathise with these emotional angu-
mants, but | do nol believe that they ane
rational.”

In the shard torm the concem was 1o
make the schame as snvironmentally
acceptable as possible - in disposal of
ﬁ--:ll.ﬂllwulﬂnplllfﬂ'lﬂﬂdh

Shakespeare cfiff, landscaping of the
Cheriton site, and construction of the
tunnals under Homesywell Combe.

mﬂ an amendment to make
approval of the White Paper conditional
on financial help for BR and on maximis-
img opportunities Tor industry snd com-
munities away from the immediate loca-
tion of the Mued link.

Mr. Hughes said ha welcomead the BR
press stalement, explaining how it

uhmumdu-umwm
that there would be discussions with
immigration and customs officials to
mmullﬁnnﬂﬂunnh

BR must be nﬁd.-milluﬂm
rﬂ-mﬁumuanmd

Roger Gale (C. Thanat North) said the
Thanet towns endured T male
a declin

of poris with the WTHER
kirk, Calaia and Boulogne. in terms of
rail links with existing ports. We had no
egual document available to us.

Srephan mhu.m. oW} sakd the
of 1% male unamploymant
mﬂmmm.umum:w
the two bridge projects had been
fovoured, there would have baan an
even greater outcry from Kent citizens.

*I welcoma what appears 10 b an
of the purse strings for BA. | hope
mn?bhlirllﬁ Mitchalll, who is keap-
ing his portiolio to look after BA. will
continue to press BR's claims for extra
duplr.lulv““ unmﬂmrh"mm
are a
apportunity for the Channel Link to
improwve aur rihwieys.”

“Therms must be considarably mora
imeestment if we are 1o take full advan-
tage of the opportunities to provide
through freight services for Scotland,
the nwﬂnmm.umdlwllnu.m
Alianee will m press thal

COMMONS DEBATES in the selected extracts from mlmmmumm

David Mitchell, or Under-Secretary, Michasl

which faliow this

questions,
PREVIEW, mmmm“nhm by Transport Secretary, Nicholas Ridley (tatterty John Moorel or his Minsster of State,

C = Congervativa, Lab. = Labour, LA =Literal Alliance.




paint. | hope mare financial incontives
for private rail sidings throwghout Bri-
tain will be forthcoming, This is & mar-
vellous opportunity to gat substantial
quantities of fraight back on 1o rall and
off our crowded roads,”

Freight would compete
on more aqual terms

Patar Fry (C. Wellingboroughl seid it
was (ronle thet some people sgainst the
link objected to so much freight being
carrind by rosd and nol fadl, The link had
abways been sean by BR a5 & major
opporiunity o tske advaniage of the
langth of carriaga that this country |scka,
This hed always put BR at a disadwan-
tago. Tha link would mean that for the
first tirma it could compets agually.

Mark Wollson |C. Sevenoaka)l aakd ha
welcomead the minigier's commitment
o an extansson of BR's ewternal finans-
img limit. Down the years the French
governmant had beaen readier to sub-
sidigs thelr rall network in tarms of
capital investmeant than we had besn. it
waa [mporiant thet BR was not limiled in
the opportunity it was given to build a
competitive system with French rail-
ways in the wake of the Channal link,
The new improved commutsr routes
round Paris put BR to shama.

"It is essential that customs and
immbgration procedures are dona on
the train il the through trains are 1o
oparate afectively, particulardy from
Secotland and the narth. That will reguire
a fundamental change in outlook —
wihich is axactly what the Channal fixed
link |98l about. It is simply not to make
na fundamaental change. Dacanting pas-
sangerns for a customs check will ba a
major dislnesntlve to tramn rawel.”

Environmental damage
must be limited

Dawid Crouch (C. Canterbury) sald the
tunned would be a magnet for traffic and
EKani would have to pay & high price. The
challenge 1o the Government and the
Channel Tunnel Group was that thay
miusl Bmil damage (o the amdaranmant,
“Let ws hear about landscaping. We
should not blams the peopla of Kent for
Handing wp and trying 10 presend thair
haritages.”

Stuart Holland (Lab. Vauxhalll said
tha disgparsal of traffic waa relevant io
his constliuenis, since the sole owtlet
terminus schaduled by the Govarnment
wiad Waterioo. “Tha disparssl argumant
= a strong one. H we are to make
affective use of tha link, we nesd 10 be
ghle to by-pess London, via Euston to
the north-aast, of wia the Snow Hill
tunnal when it |8 completed.

“I can see the indicotor flashing at the
Gare du Mord for the nest train to go to
Victoria or Waterloo, or through the
Snow Hill tunnel o Birmingham, New-
castle or Glasgow. If thera is not this

disparsal of raffic, the commerncial via-
bility of the project will be profoundly
qualified. The real sdvantage of rall over
gir ks time and convenienoe. ™

Road tunnel could
be added later

Sir John Osborne [C. Shaffield Hal-
laml aaid there wis no resson why tha
Channal Tunnel Group (CTG) showld not
atart swvith rail and, f traffic damand
increased (o jusiily B, supplemeant the
original two rail tunnols with a road
tunnal, it was better to 180 with known
technology.

Dr. dobn Marek {Lab, Wrexham) sad
the Chunnal was potentially the bigpest
boost for rallwanys in Britain this cantury,
following decades of neglect. “BR pre-
dicts that eross-Channal passangar tral:
fig will jump from the present figure of
thres million a yaar 16 nine milloa In e
first yesr of the tunnal's oparstion &s a
result of seif-gensrated waffic, and as
the rallabdlity and price compotithve s
of rall services diven pessengers from
air iravel

“Thesa figures are bagsd on conven-
tional train speads. By the year 2003,
whan mew high-apesd rail servicas will
bo opon to Brussels and Paris, pas-

senger iraffic is expacted to rise to an
annual total of 11 million.®

Prezant cross-Channal carryings of
froight were only tewo millan tonnas. BR
estimated that slx million onnes of
crogs-Channel freight would ba rail-
borna ot the end of the first year of
operation, rising to seven million tonnes
by tha year 2003, Dr. Marek hapad the
Chunnel project wenlt ashaad withoul

Cross-Party support
for lnﬂglﬁﬂt

Peter Snapa (Lab, Wast Bromwich East)
sald the dabate hed shown the depth of
crogs-party guppor both for and sgainsi
thia achama. The Opposition wanted
assurances on the future of British man-

ulacturing Indusiny,

Roger Moate (C. Faversham) asked
tha mindsar, on the subject of invest-
manis, if and when BR would have the
fEsOUrCET necEsEary 1o widen tha load-
ing gauge so that through container
iraffic from all parts of the UK would be
alble 10 wsa e [LAned,

M, Michell: “That is somathing BA is
planning.” Replying to the debale, he
said he agreed that it was desirable that
Custams and Exciss faciities shauld if
possible be carried oul on the trains.
“We are discussing with them what is
reedad,”

Tha project was bound te havae an
effect on the emdronment-damaging
Iocal nffects and wider national benefits.
“I willl ehealr |n Kant a committes consist-
ing of local autharities, the Departrment

af the Ermvronment and the promatars.
We shall be looking &t ways of camying
the project through with a minimum of
practical damage.

On a division the amendment was
st by 263 wotes ta 173, and the Govern-
mant motion wes cartied by 268 votes
to 107, a majority of 161.

Planning a rail link
for Stansted Airport

A private membar's Bill to authorise
tha purchasa of land for ths building of a
rallway link to Stansted airport was
debated on FEBRALUARY 24, &t was intro-
duced by Parrick Mohaic-Wilson (T Mew
Forest), who moved thet the British
Aailways (Stansted] Bill be read & soo-
ond time. i went into committes at the
and of Juna.

Mr. McMNair-Wilson sad the Bill
raflectad & prudent and sensiblas attitude
on behall of the BR Board 10 ensure
powers axisted o build a railwaey '
shoutd the proper finance be avallau...
The naw lan of railway would be
abouwt four miles long, from a point on
the London to Cambridge Ene & short
distanca north of Stanstod siation, no
thie enlarged srport site. Manchester
alresdy had such provigiona, and this
would bring Stansted into line with
Manchasiar.

Alan Hasslhwrst (C. Saffron Walden)
said it was axtraordinary that the House
should ba asked to approve a rall Bnk for
an arport  which currently had a
throughpat of hatl & milllon passsngers
& year, when there was still no surface
rail link for Heathrow. with 31 million

paSSENDErs O year,

Mr. Mitchel said that the Manchastior
rall Bnk schame would ba considérad in
o less favourabde terms than the Stans-
fod ona, Tha critera would be ko ==
favourable.

On a division the motion was carried
by 68 votes to 37, a majority of 29

North Wales hted
defective ﬂw

Transport was the subject discussed
at o maating on MARCH 26 of the Welsh
Grand Committes - ons of the pariodical
mastings of the commines devoted
wholly to Walsh affairs and presided
aver by the Welsh Secratary, Nicholas
Edwards,

Barry Jones (Lab, Alyn and Dessidal,
after spesking of the nead for “vastly
improved road communications”
plaaded for “greatar commitrmant from
senior managemant 1o the fulure of the
rail mdustry.” Ha sslad: “What pros
pects are there for elecirification from
Criwa (o Halyhaad? Tha North Wales -
London rowte is the Cinderalla of the
raibway. BR had sald it wanted 10 alec-
trify Cardilf = Paddington n the sarly
18980,

Dafyad Wigiey (Plaid Cyminu - Welsh
Mat. Carnanvan| intervensd 1o ask if an
incoming Labour Governmant would
slecirify the Holyhead fine within 10
yaars.

Mr. Janes: “It has to be for BR to give
dataiis first. Tha Opposition will never
make off-the-cuff promises of projects
that cannol ba paid for in early years,
but the upgrading of that line will be a
tog priority. "

Mr. Eowards asked if a future Labour
Govermmant intendad to provide BR
with additional finence 1o carry out that
wWork.

Mr. Jones rephed that their prog-
ramme was based on that bul the
minister had said nothing abowt upgrad-
ing any of tha major routas in Wales,
which wisi & daralection of duty towards
tha Waelsh people and their rail natwork.

Minister agrees with

— criticism of BR

. Edwards said he agreed with the
criticiem of tha axisting service on tha
Korth Wales ling. it would be halpful 1o
speak out 1o BR from the committee that
it should improve that servica.

Mr. Jornes said he asked ministers o
conglder urgently the many problems
develaping. He wandered whethar
sanior axacutives of BR might appaar
before MPs, parhaps in tha Welsh select
commities, Tha elforis of Morth Walas
to attract new industry werna blighted by
defective rail services,

Chance to grow into
richest market

JUNE B  Mr. Moors, opsning the
debate on the Channel Tunne! Bill, said
_—the Channel Tunnel would provide an
pporunity for our indwstry 1o expand
nid grow into one of the richest markets
in the world. it would give British busi-
nass the oppartunity 1o gain even lirger
shcas of an enormous markel, Evaryona
could sea the immediste, short-term
boont in jobs and weslth. “Any other
nathon, | am bound to say, would seize
the opporiunity with opan amms. The
sconomic rewards lar outwsigh tha
costs.”

Robert Hughes iLab. Absrdeen North)
maovad an amandmant urging the crea-
tion of & Channal Office of Fair Trading,
to ensure freedom of choboe for cross-
Channel custom.

intervening In the course of Mr
Hughes's speech, Robert Adley iC.
Chrigichurch) asked if he would make it
cear that the Labour party supported
the bullding of the tunneal.

Mr. Hughes sakd thair attitude 1o the
tunnel could be axpressed by the
phrase, “If it were 1o be done, “teers
batter that it ba done wall." “That |z not
the exact Shakespearaan quotation.™

Andrew Faulds (Lab, Warley Ej: "I
miust wam the Houss thal to quote that
particular play (Macheth| is profoundly
unlucky.”

Mr. Hughes: *| hops [ = not wnlucky
for ma, Poarhaps you did not hear the
gquotation in full. The sctual guotation is,
"twere done quickly” | did not use the
proper quotation becsuse it is not par-
ticudarly apposite and referred o the
assassinstion of Julius Cesssr. It ia
canainty not my intention to kil off the
Channel Tunned Bill. | want to encourage
the sucoess of CTG."

He gaid there should be & mechanism
o monior the interplay botween ssa
and air traffic and the fized link. A
predatory pricing reglma could be
adopted to the disadvamiage of the
tunnel busingss. A Channel Ofica of
Fair Trading would concern [tsell with
maonitoring the oparation of the tunnel.

Peter Ress (C. Dover) sald the tunnal
would dislocate and wary the sconomic
patierns expadienced in the past 30 or 35
years and sast Kent wouwld desarve
some kind of apecial status.

Sir Jufisn Ridsdale (C. Harwich) said
thame would be consideralsle problems
for the sea container trade. It would be
tragic if wa |ost thet rade o France,
which was making & dead set for ses
comnainer traffic.

railway system

Stephen Ross (LA loW] said he sup-
ported the project, which halped 1o
move Britain into the 21st century. it
gove our railway sysiem a great oppor-
winity to iake soma of the traffic off our
crowded roade He would have prefer-
rad & rafl-only tunnel. In 1974 Anihany
Crosiand said he had to accept the
ahuttha, althowugh ha had been In favous
af rail only. it bacomes even more a
nacesdity when privete monay i being
used. "

Me. Roas added that he had been got
at in the Isle of Wight because many
saafarers Inved there who operated ships
out of Porsmouth, Ferry traffic to Francs
from Portsmouth was increasing. Some-
timies, | wish we could bulld a pennel o
the iske of Wight. My constituents would
say that that is the most axpensive
crossing in the world

“Compatition s desirablae. Farrias will
run from places such as Porsmouth,
Plymouth and up the East coast
bacsuss paople will not want o deiva all
the raund to Dover, | hops that Dover
willl gurviva, bud el us be open aboul it
Dover will have a problam,

A documant jusl signed Dy Jmmy
Enepp, Ray Buckton and othar leaders
of tha mil unions said that once tha
tunnal was in operation, the new speéed
of connections to continental desting
thons would place firma in the réglons
on a more equal footing with firms

nearer the south. *1 couldn't have put it
bentter rryaall”

Roger Gale (C. Thanst NI said he

could see soma sconomic advantages

in tha wunnel for his constituents, but
only when underiskings had bsan ghven
that tha Dopartment of Transpon would
support and if necesaary fund the dual-
ling of the road that Ramegate nesded

10 SUTVIvE.

No tunnel could mean
Beeching-type cuts

Aifred Dubs (Lab. Batierseal said that if
wa decided mot to have a wnnel he
feared that we would ba faced with
further Besching-type cuts in BR and
freight would mowe almosi entirely 0
tha roads. *1 do not want to sea that
happen. In the next century we shall
regrat the ral closures that have already
takan place.”

if the result of the wnnel was a
movamant fiom the rosds io the rall-
ways, there would be major anviron-
mantal advanteges throughout the
country. *| hope that 8 by-product of the
tunnal project will ba that BR will take
note snd do something to Improve its
services.” (He would ke o see BR
develop higher spesd traine) but 93
mph fram London to the Chennel is not
bad to ba going on with, | hopae the effect
of the wnnal on the numbar of short-
haul flights from London 1o the other
sida of Ma Channel will have a banaficial
ervi ronmaental affect. | envisage anorm-
ous economic benafita to Britain |
fraight tralns can run from ihe north of
England 1o tha Rublr and through 1o
Italy,”

Stusrt Molland (Lab, Vauxhall] inlar-
venad o esk if the concentration of
iraffic n one 1erminus, Waterloo, could
b dissdvaniagoous Lo the dispearsal Mr.
Dwibe was speaking of.

Mr. Dubs replied that one of the
benefits of the tunnal would be for trains
travalling 1o the Midiands or the north,
“The wnnel offers more benefils in the
movamant of fresght than of passan-
gers.”

Chance for railhead
at new Covent Garden

He hoped that development at
Stowarts Lana would laka place 81 8
lowar rather than a higher level and so
hava less impact onh peopla Indng thera
“A matter of wider interést Lo my conati-
tuancy concems tha new Covent Ganden
Market. & propossl that it should heve a
railhvaad was not followed through. |
shall negret it even more i it is "ot
pravided now, when other reil develop-
mants arn taking place closa to the
markel. BR should become antraprenau-
rigl and make a bid for raffic now
coming by rond, often in expensive
refrigerated vehicles.”




Charles Wardle (C. Bexhill & Baitle)
paid he supported the tunnel. “Typical
of many Brltish people, | suppon but do
not intend to use it. That method of
travel doss not appeal o me. Bul to
have a private eantemprise scheme of this
pire ard noture 8 enormously (mpor-
tent. "

RDS advice on terminal
is strongly urged

Mr., Holland said the srgument that
thera should ba only ona terminal for
tunmil passenagers in London had nevar
been satisfactorily justified. Why pick
Waterloa? BR admitted thal no guan-
tified ressarch had been done on other
peoasibilitiss, such as Vietoria. King's
Cross or Qlympia. A case could be made
for Blackfriars.

*| shall cite a batter dated April 30 from
Mir. K, Mayar of thae Mational Council on
infanid Transport.® This siatad that " both
this Council and the Railway Davelop-
ment Society ara convincad Uhat Water-
loo is the wrong choica, both as regards
linkage to the London road and the
public ransport network and proximity
to the City. This & alsc the view of
Tranaport 2000 London.”

Binckfriars would ba @ much boettor
location. it would be léss costly in rowls
slteration expanditure, and would offer
the opportunity of through working,
uging the Snow Hill route.” Mr. Holland
said he hoped the miniser, the Housa
and the public would address them-
polvad 10 these issuos, The comMmRtY
in the Watarloo ares was Ihfaﬂ!mn.

Tunnel borin
discovery of ml

Robart Adley (C. Christchurch) sald it
was deprassing to hear the dismal Jim-
mies who could see nothing but prob-
lems. He had discovared from resessch
in slightly unusual places that borngs
fir the tunmed in the last century led to
the discovery of coal below the chalk of
sast Kant. “Who knows what might ba
discoversd undermeath the middie of
the Channal?” He suppoarad wary much
the Governmant's declsion 10 buikd a
rail tunnel. He suggested that Mr, Hol-
land would sgree that London should ba
ghen @ wide berth by Chunnel trains
pnd Tonbridge - Repding should be
electrified.

Mr. Mirchedl said future genarations
would look back on the debate as an
historic occasion and mek whvy tha tunnel
had not been bullt before

On & division the amendmant was
lost by 317 votes to 146, & Government
majarity of 171, The Bill was then ghhen
a sacond reading by 309 votes to 44, s
Governmaent majority of 266,

A debate followed resembling a fil-
libuster, about the constitution of the
proposed Comimites,

HOUSE OF LORDS

[Reply given by Parliamentary Under-
Sacretary, Departrmant of Tranaport, tha
Earl of Caithness).

FEBRUARY 268 A two-hour
debate on the proposed closurs of the
Sottle — Carlisle line was ntroducad by
Baroness Stedman, opposition to the
elosura Ras grown since then and them
i no likelihood of an early decisbon.

Gluuu prnﬂdurﬁ
need updating’

Lady Stedman 3 an SDPF whip and a
formar junior minister in the tast Labour
Government. She asked il the Govarn-
mant was satished with axisting proce-
dures and sald thare was growing con-
cern that railway closure prooedures
nedded updating. There wis olso wider
concarn because local authorities and
commarcial and anvironmental ofgani-
sations had no statutory rght o be
heard, and thers was no opporiunity for
the wider range of (ssues - fect an the
Incal sconomy, the pursuit of leisure,
the tourist interesl = to be examined in
public.

*1 baligva the tima has como 1o argus
for changes in the statutary procedure.”
Sha wanted (o usa tha proposad closune
ol the Senle - Carlighe ling 85 an axam-
ple. This line was part of our national
heritsge, with tha Ribblahead wviaduct
and all the other structures. Ribbdahead
station bullding wos &t one time used
for church services and a5 8 wealher
station. Many of the viaducts, tunnels,
bridges and sistions on the line were
now ancient monuments or isted bulld-
ings.

Earlier pru ht
have l.tnpp-d

The Bishop of Newcastle (the AL Rev.
AAK, Grahaml, in & maiden spesch,
nakd that it was commanly hald that BR
should heve prunad their network mars
purposefully bafore Beaching, Had they
done 8o, the ouls would prabebly not
have besn 80 oxtensive. Mow, with
hindsight, there waos & general viow that
these culs Were BXCESSIvE.

“Social and environmental lacion
were clearly m the mind of William
Wordawaorth whan in 1844 ha composad
his sonnat, 'On the projected Kandal
and Windememe Raitway,” a line which
runs not far from the one in guastion.
The poet referred 1o a “false ulilitarian
lure” which had led 1o the planning of
the raibway. One cannol help thinking
that precisaly & false utilitarian |lure
underiies the propossl 10 close the line,
and that there are powerful social and
anvironmental lorces which more than
outweigh this false utilitarian |lure’s
attrasctivendaus,

Lovrd Peel [C.) said he balieved the line
was a national asset, with implications
from & hertage, anvironment, social
and tourlst point of wview, Tha rub-on
affacts from this servics could produce o
misch-needad boost to the local
eCOnoMmYy.

No closure likely
before the election

Baroness Lockwood (Lab. | said

that with an increasing level of traffic
that could be genarated tha ling could
b & wery viable proposition. The county
pouncils Involvad fall that a hull pubdlo
inguiry would be much mone apeop-
riate so that wider probloms could be
fully esamined.

Lord Hemoerson {Lab.]) sasd i woe
inconceivable that any closune could be
contemplated bafors the next genaral
glection, though i was nol a pany
matter. BR might be so impressed ==
evarything said in the Houss about |
wider significance of the rall link that
thay would be woll advisad to withdraw
thair notice of elosure.

Lord Clitheroe (C.) said that much of
the industry of the country was grawitat-
ing south, including tourism. it neesdad
to be generated in the north. i the line
was promoted affectively, it could draw
considarabla revenua for o relativaly
small gutlay.

Viscount! Buckmaster [(Independant)
2aid it was delightful 1o heve a bishop
spoaking about railweys, becauss the
fink between railhways and the church
had atways bean powerful, This ling had
abways struck him as more than a rail-
way; it was an uplifting axperienca.

Lord Carmichasl of Kelvingrowe (Lab. )
sald Lady Stedman was giving an opp™ >
tunity to the whole country to real
thal parbaps wa had had snough rail
closures, particularly those of the very
important and special nature of the
Sattle - Carlisle ling,

Replying to the debate, The Earf of
Caithness said that nothing a0 far had
parsuaded him that this casa was 80
differant from previcus closure cases
that tha existing procedures should be
supplemantad by o pubdia indguiry.

*Some meatings have almady taken
place with repressnistives from local
suthorities and 1 have no doubt more
will follow, All points made during the
dabate will be thoraughly examined.”

H thare were parties or bodles
interested in making some financial con-
tribution towards the relantion of his-
1oric siructures on the line, e would be
plaased (o know about it “Wea should be
happy to recalve rapreseniations st any
time before the minister makes his
decison, "

Edited by John Barfiald and Jack Ellis {Railway Development Sociaty|




