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DOCKLAND DEVELOPMENTS
—~HOW LIGHT RAIL MAY BE AFFECTED

London, years behind MNewcasila with
its admirable Tyne and Wear Mairo, got
off 1o a late stan wiath ight rail = but it
iz making up for lost time. The Dock-
lands Light Rallway iz expectad to be
completed months bafore its July 1987
opening date, thus allowing twalve
waaks in which to train stafl

The 7.5 mile systam, although smaller
than that on Tyneside, is lighter and
maora like a tramway, The GLC, which
podvocatas light rail in suitable London

oats, uriginall'-p' hopied that the Dock-
wands ling would run along the centre of
Mila End Road, with pedestrian cross-
ings at the stops.

Perhaps we should have stuck to that
idea,” a GLC spokesperson said
recantly. pointing out that the bridge
which was to ba used instead (1o carry
ihe line across the main read), had not
proved strong enough and has had 1o ba
remewed

Costing £77m, the system & far chaapear
to construct than desp tuba (Docklands
was ariginally intended 1o be sarved Dy
gn axtension of thé Jubiles Line from
Charing Cross), but, unfortunataly, it
will b isolated from the undarground,
ewcapt al Stratford. The nearast ter-

minus to the city, Towar Gateway, will
be in Minories — a few steps from
Continwed Page 2 - Col 7

Dave Watral of the late GLC, wields supr SCissors o mark the completion of an
improvemaeant schame, parfly funded by thar bady, af Rectony Road, Sadly, with the

damise of the GLE. scaneg ke thig will ba Ao miore.

Praolg; Qeeater London Coumgil

RAIL LINKS TO YARMOUTH:
VICTORY!

Groat Yarmouth i served by twso rall
routes, both single track, from Morwich,
via Acle and Resdham respectivaly.
Track and slegpars on the Readham
route are in wngent need of renevwal and
BR, which has had 1o 1aka TE'QUH" cuts
im it Public Service Obligation payment
from the Governmaent, was finding itseli
hard pressed to find tha £105,000 needed
aver each of the next five years for
renawal of this link. it was therelors
proposing to close completely Readham
— Yarmouth and 1o single Brundall -
Rasdham. This would adversaly allect
sarvices from Norwich 10 both Lowes-
toft and Yarmouth.,

The Esst Morfolk and Suffolk Alhance
was formed last year when this threat
was first raised, Theé Alliancsd WaS
formed on the imitative of Greal Yar-
mizuth Borough Council and was joined
by several other local councils and
interast groups, including RDS. During
the summar and sarly autumn of 1985
weit argued the need to find cash to help
BR rmaintain this link, and as a result four
District Councils, two Parish Councils,
the Graatl Yarmouth Port & Haven Com-
missioners and the Broads Authority all
promised financial contributions. RDS
and two |ocal users’ groups also
pledged token contributions

The ona body which refused 1o contri-
bute was Norfolk County Council’s Flan
ning & Transport Committes = chaired
by Cllr. lam Coutts, who also went on
lecal radio advocating the closure of 100
miles of railway in the county. Howawar,
wa wraote to all councillors, and saveral
RDS members also wrote personasl
lattars 1o their particular slected rep-
rasantatives. It was therefore wath
dgrigh1 and satisfaction that we héard
ithe nevws on Z8th Octlober that the full
Council had overturned its Commities’s
decision and had agreed to give mandy
o halp BR

Thus the Alignoe has succeeded n
raising £5%2,500 towards tha maintaming
of this B-mile link ard, &t the time of
writing, BR is axpected 10 match this
offer pound for pound and ensure he
futura of the line, This is the first time
for aleven years thal Norfolk County
Council has given any hinancial support
1o raibways in the county: adgually
encouraging s the wilingness of the
ather councils and authonies 1o ﬂ|ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ
moanay — for sevaral of tham, it is also
the firgt me

Trevor Garrod




MEMEERS PLATFORM

Sir,

Ag  correspondent for the Icknield
Branch notes, | feel that John Brodribb
will have been pleased 1o soe no lcknield
notes in AW2E In view of his com-
prehensive negalive criticism, can we
axpect him to take aver the editor's chair
and bring the magazine ta the standard
of “Modern Railways™ within the next
w0 Fegues?

Yours sincansly

Lyndon Elias
Slough
Barks.

HUMBERLINK
FARES ANOMOLY SETTLED
AFTER FIVE YEARS

Five yiears of campaigning has brought
success for .05, member Brian Hast-
ings in a bid to Introduce awider ranga of
faras for passengers joining at paytrain
siations on the Clesthorpes — Scun-
thorpe — Doncaster = Sheffield and alag
the Cleethorpes = Barton on Humber
gection of Humberfink. A new fare chart,
introdwcad on January 12th and cover-
ing both routes, means that guards will,
in future, issue not only singla tckets
but also cheap day and ordinary ralurns.

Mr. Hastings, who lives at Crowle, a
paytrain station betwesn Scunthorps
and Doncaster, first took up the quast (1o
have cheap day return tickets ssued by
guards) some five years ago. After an
initial approach to the farmer Divisional
Managar at Doncaster, them the area
management 8t Immingham, success
finally came aftér Crowla was transier-
rad to the tarritory of the Area Manager,
Doncaster,

Announcing the wider ranga of lickets
available for on-train issue, British Rail
have told Mr. Hastings that they feel
morng passangers will be attracted by
the greater convenience of being abla to
purchasa return tickets, while thosa buy-
ing cheap day return tickets will, of
course, make a substantial saving. Br.
Hastings had himself made the wvalid
point that rural paytrain users ware
previously disadvantaged through not
having access 1o day return fares -
which had previously been issued 1o
passengers joining the same trains at
mannad stations.

Using poster displays and leaflats, Mr.
Hastings has advertised the new range
of fares in his own and surrounding
villages. The local press carried a very
detailed survey of the new fares prior to
their introducthon.

As an example of the attractive day
return Tares available from Crowle fram
January 12th, Mr. Hastings cites Crowla
to: Grimsby £3.60(£6.00), Doncastar

E£1.80{£3.20), Seunthorpe £1.50{E2.300)
and Sheffiald £2.90{£4.20). The figures
im brackets represent the cost of two
singles which applied previously.

B. J. Hastings.

DOCKLANDS - from page T

Fenchurch Street station and a shor
walk from the nearest underground,
Tower Hill. The GLC, when responsible
for London Transport, had wanted an
interchange at Aldgate East, but this had
been considered 100 expensive,

Dramatic changes in the system may,
however, become necessary, in con-
saquance of a huge proposed banking
devalopment at Canary Wharf, in tha
Izle of Dogs. The GLC describaz the
Docklands Development Corporation as
being “"besoited® by this prospect. A
privataly funded underground exten-
sion from Minories 10 Bank station is
being considered, the cost ne longer
bring an obstacla.

Initially, aleven trains are being built to
meet a peak requiremant of nine sots,
with two spara, which would provide a
service interval of sevan minutes, The
articulated vehicles will have an gwarall
length of 32 feat (compared with a BR
standard cosch length of 64 foeet] and
will take 88 seated and 139 standing
pazsangers. Tha trains are not designed
for underground running, being only
four inches narrowar than a BR carriage
and having observation windows
irather than walk-thraugh doarsh at front
and back, H thesé vaehicles are required
1o work underground than side walk-
ways, for emargency use, will have o be
provided in the tunnals.

The traing, with a top speed of 50 mph,
will operata automatically = with an
“aperalor” on board to work the doors
and look after the safety of passengers.
Overhead current collection, although
considered, was thought by same to ba
environmentally damaging, hence the
choice of a shislded third rail at 750 volts
de — which will algo b batter protectad
from ice and snow,

An aastward extension of tha lina to the
proposad Stolport a1 Beckion, vis the
Royval Docks, has now been indafinately
postponed,

There are constant rumours that the
line, originally planned as part of
London Transpori, will ba privatised.
This might wall preciude the use of
Travelcards on the line,

After the present modest systém has
apened next yaar, it will doubtless grow
and adapt to future transport require-
menis in Docklands, It may, eveniually,
have to accomodate much heavies irains
than it was designed for, while traffic
demands could far exceed the original
planned capacity.

Jack Ellis

SPONSORED CYCLE RIDES

Four R.D.S, mambars — all from the
Eastarn Region —have, $o0 far, expressed
their willingness 1o underiake spon-
sored cyele rides as part of National Bike
Weak (May 241h to 31s1).

Yorkshire Branch membar Chris
Hyames plans (o ride from Bradford to
Sheffiald, publicising the lack of a direct
rall sarvice batweean the bwo cithes,

&t least three mambers will do a spon-
sored ride in East Anglia, promoting the
“train and bike” combination, Provision-
ally, this ride will be on Saturday May
st The doestimation will ba Histon
{mear Cambridgal. which is on one of
the fraight-only lines for which we ane
campaigning for a restored passengar
sOrvice.

More wolunteers are welcome and
should contact Trever Garrod, 15
Clapham Road., Lowestoft, NR32 1RO,
by thir eendd of April. Sponsor Tom v
available by the middle of that mos

BOOKSHELF

Railroaded by Simon Baln (Faber and
Faber £3.95].

This ~recently - puGMENed bhook, T ita
account and analysis of the Woodhead
closure, provides insight into the paoliti-
cal decisions behind transport planning
and policy fram the sixties 1o the pre-
sent, The run down of the route, which
wids used as justification for its ultimate
demise, and the anatomy of the cam-
paign sgainst closure are described, a9
are industrial relations in the rail indus-
iry during the critical period 1979 io
1983, This book, which has besn widely
ans sympathetically reviewed on radio,
telavision and in the press con
important lessons for those of us v..0
wiould campaign against rail closures.
B,

BEDFORDSHIRE SEASIDE
SPECIAL

On Saturday Ird May the Bediord 1o
Bletchley Rail Users' Association will
operate a special train “The Kent Coast
Express®. Departure from Bedford will
be at approximately 8.15 a.m. and tha
train will also pick wp at all stations to
Bietchley and Leighton Buzzard,

Destinations are Canterbury, Dover,Fol-
kestone and the Romney, Hythe & Dym-
church Raibway. Fares are from under
£10 and deotails and booking forms can
be obtained from Richard Crane at 23,
Hatfiedd Crescent, Bediord, M1 9R.A,




LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

On 17k Fabruary 8 packed Committes
Rocm at County Hall was the scene of
the Branch A.G.M. when ratiring Chair-
man, John Barfiald, in summing up his
Annual Report forecast that the respite
over the closure of Marylebone,
achisved by the court proceedings
initiated by the G.L.C., Brant and other
local Boroughs would not last much
lgnger, In the event a letter was recaived
tha next day confirming that the Appeal
Commitiee of the House of Lords had,
an I3Mth January, refused leass 10 appeal
against the decision of the Court of
Appeal reported in our last issue)l and
that the next meating of the Jaint Local
Authorities Working Party was to be
held on Sith March.

The highlight al the avaning was, how-
aver, the talk given by G.LC. Transporn
#hair, Dave Wetzel, who kept tha 60-70
ambers prasant spallbound for over
an howr recounting what the Council
had achiewed since 1981 and what future
ha saw for transport in London after 1st

BAgril, In his Vote of Thanks, Vies Chair-

man, Frank Tomlins, said that many of
the things the G.L.C. nad achieved in
riscent yaars could nat aasily be undons
and thatl perhaps In a few years time a
mars-enlightenad Governmani might
fimd it necassary to reineant a similar
bady to replace it

Clir Wetrel replied that there was much
truth in this séntiment and sad he
would always remember his association
with RDS (bath in London and Seotland)
and dieparted 1o acclamation. The new
Branch Chairman appointed al the meat-
img s H.Trevar Jones, editor of the
Branch's new Guidebook “Kent & East
Sussex by Rail® details of which appear
Aametiers in this issee,
John Barfiald

EAST ANGLIA

On 7th February constrection work
started on the new Zd4km ling from
Trimley to Felixstows Dock, and the first
freight trains should be using the ling in
the Autumn. RDS has consistently sup-
ported this scheme for five years. It will
help boost BR"s share of traffic from this
major port, and encourages us in our
conlinuing campaign lor electrification
of the Felixstows line and ithe laying of
continuous welded rail on sections of It

Wa also take 8 kean interest in the other
rail-parved ports in owr ared, and we
shall walcome Sealink’s Port Manager,
Calin Craowford, a5 n guest speaker af
aur Spring Maating. This vl b hald in
Ipswich Town Hall a1 7.30p.m, on Tues-
day 20ih May.

REGIONAL NOTES

Swunday 251h May will ses our first
special train of the year on the
freight only Dersharm Branch. The
arganizers of the blennial Dereham Fas-
tival have asked RDS and the Wymon-
dham-Dereham Rail Action Commities
io organiee an axcursion train as part of
the festivities, and we have negotiated
1o run one to Sheringham.

Trewor Garrod

EAST MIDLANDS

Saturday 17th May will see a major RDS
meeting at the YMCA, Leicesier, at
2.0.p.m, The purpose of the meeting will
be to launch the new Rail Guide “Five
Shires by Rail® and 1o promole the
campaign for Midland Main Line Elac-
trification,

Both the East Midlands and Morth Mid-
lands Branches will continua the promo-
tion of the book AND the proposed
electrification with an axhibition touring
rrapar locel libraries during the summar,

Travor Garrod

NORTH WEST

Tha Morth Wast Branch of RDS will be
holding a meesting on Saturday 261h
April at the Stafford Hotel, City Road,
Chester {fbve minutes’ walk from fhe
station) staming at 2.p.m. The thama of
the meeting will be “The Future of
Railways in Chashire® and it is hoped
that thera will ba speakars from
Cheshire County Council and BR.
Andrew Macfarlane

NORTH MIDLANDS

We sagery anticipate intredustion of
the May timetable. BR s opaning & new
station ai Langley Mill to be sarved by
Mattingham o Leads “Sprintar™ DMUs,

A nenw coast to coast link is provided by
a Liverpool - Sheffield - Nottingham
Yarmouth train, giving batter North
Waest 10 East Anglia connections for
which the RDS has campaigned for
SOrmaE lime.

The Branch AG.M. will ba held on
Friday 25th April at 72, Empress Road,
Drerby 8t 7.30.p.m.

Malcalm Goodall

SCOTLAND

Thera is local resistance 1o the proposed
singling of the Nithsdale route between
New Cumnock and Annan, laaving a few
passing loops, The Channel Tunnal will
require double track owver the whole
route, Thane is, howewer, the possibility
of a reopaened station 81 New Cumnock.
Thea Ayrehire elactrification is well ahead
of schedule. Driver training on 3183
begins late April with interim passenger
workings baginning on 29th September
1986,
There is 8 demand for more irains (o run
through Carfisle to Newcastle and
Leads.

Graham Lund

SOUTH WEST

By the time this edition is printed, it is
hoped that a meeting will have been
arranged for tha RDS mambears in Devan
and Corrwall,

Mr Burgess of Exwmouth has supplied
me with inleresting news. A1 a meating
of Transport 2000, Mr John Heaton, BR
Area Manager, Exater, mentioned the
possibility of new stations at Exminster
and Sowlon. He also said that when the
East Coast electrilication is completed,
the HST (125s) will be transferrad (o the
Exatar Walerloo Line.

Joam M.Fuller

MNEW RAILGUIDES

Four new titles in this quality senes are published this Spring. Whather
tourist or local, enthusiast or student — or simply an anmchalr traveller = all
have somathing of interest 1o you. Buying ane, or all four, is also a way of
supparting tha RDS with much neadad cash,

MNORTH EAST BY RAIL: N Yorks Moors — Tyne & Wear Metro,
FIVE SHIRES BY RAIL: Sloping Chilterns - Rugged Derbyshire Peaks,

CHESHIRE & NORTH WALES BY RAIL; Historic Cheshire - Sandy N Wales
beaches,

KENT & EAST SUSSEX BY RAIL; 1068 and all that = and much mare,

Al available from ADS SALES, 35 Clarendon Road, LUTOMN LUME 7RO,
Frice: £1.75 each. (Kont & E Sussex £2.00). This ks a SAVING of 20p.
Al four can ba yours for £71 Please add 30p per book plip [S0p for 2 or morne).

Please semnd me the following books:
I enclioss CheguaP. 0. lpavable to AOS) for T .o
F e AN R L T e o (M) I Mg S Ly | e e 0 B el e AL P




SEVERNSIDE

Have you checked your “Rail Replace-
ment” timatables recently? Are these
County Council-subsidized buses bBring-
ing eountry folk to the stations and
faking them home again after a train
journay? It would seem that neither BR,
the numarous bus companios nor tha
County Councll Transport Team
compare the schedules 1o check coardi-
nation. In an eight-sheet submission 1o
Gloucestarshire County Council atten-
tign has been drawn (o continuing nan
coordination giving specific examplas.

Whilst discussions continua belhwaan
County officials and BR neither wall
prowide E160,000 for a replacement halt
a1 Ashehurch. The train service that BR
ssam ahle to offer is very different from
that desired by people attending a public
meating on Z3nd January.

The Cardiff = Gloucesier axpress irains
are being rerouted from May through
the Sewarm Tunnel 1o call at Bristol
Parkway; conseguantly a renewed effon
has been made to interest County offi-
cials in reopening MNewnham on Severn
station. It has been painted out that the
reduced use of the route would enable
Mawport — Gloucaster (rains to stop ata
restored “Down® platform by normal
use of presanl @margancy Crossover
points and bidirectional opeoraticn.
This method already applies  at
Bromagrove and could also spaly &t
Yate and Wellington (Somarset) 1o avoid
the cost of renawal of feoibridge and
sacond platform,

Two-way working at the remaining “Up"
platfarm will suffica for reapening Chip-
ping Sodbury, which like Yate can
become a bus interchange point. Avon
Caunty have declined 1o reply 1o previ-
ous correspondence, but a further
three-page submission includes a
repated reguest for Morth Filton and its
train services to be advertised and also
& reguest for consideration  that
Gloucester = Bristol DMUs should
reverse there 1o serve nearby colleges
and factories bordaring Filton Airfield.

The promised improved service due
May 1886 betwoen Swindon and
Westbury has prompted a request to BR
to axtend one of these irains to Mells
Road and Radstock in the evening and
to wutilize a freight local trip (o convey &
carripge to Radstock for a morning
passenger service o Westbury in time
for long distance connections.

Somerset County Council s showing
interest in Somenon, whereas provi-
ously it considared that a bus service 1o
Taunton would suffice. We have asked
for consideration of nmearby Langport
and Wellington, which together with
already reopensd Melksham could be
served by Swindon to Westbury ser-
vices running through to Exmouth of

Paignton, Some HST services could
probably alzo call at Wallington to
parmit commuting 1o Exeter as well as
ta Taunton and help to alleviate the car
parking problems and congestion in
Exatar.

Cooperation  between Avon  and
Gloucestarshire County Councils has
bean sought with a view to restoration
of two platforms at Charfield (Awvon];
where much of the catchmant area is in
Gloucestarshire. If the two |loops at
Charfisld were designated for pas-
senger train use, the DMUS warking an
improved Gloucester — Bristol serdice
could be overtaken by High Speed
Trains. As an Avon-sponsored Refuse
Containar Traln servica is now in opara-
tion ta Calvert, we hope that thay wall
give attention to the lowcost proposals
for passenger facilities which have baan
awaiting thair attention for years.

Eric Barbary

WEST MIDLANDS

ICKNIELD

The “Slough Leader”™ newspaper
reported that the Labour Party in Slough
had proposed o link between Slough
and Bracknell 1o improve railway sar-
vices In Barkshirg. This addition to the
Berkshire Structure Plan has been scof-
fed at by the Tory and Alllance parties.
Im calling the plan a “high risk strategy”
Tory leaders have demonstrated that
enterprise and risk taking are not for
them, Being wrong is not tha praroga-
tive of Weastrninster. With more land in
Barkshire being devoted to houses il is
imperaiive that the railvays should be
built first.
Work on the new stalion at Winnersh
Triangle i making good progress. To
promote its opening the Branch intends
to run & railtour an 30d May 1o Spalding
and Lincoln for the Flower Festival via
Earley, Tilehurs:y, Dideot, Oxford,
Winslow and Bedford, Telephone 02358
16547 for details or write to 10 Sandring-
ham Road, Didcot, Oxon enclosing an
SAE.

Lyndon E™

The Branch hald & succassful AG.M. in Birmingham on Blh February when 34
membears attended and enjoyed a quiz on rail topics and a saries of colour slides on
rafl scenes at home and abroad. The existing En-mnultua weire rg-gleciad -.mlh twa

naw members, Mr. Taylor and Mr. Wiggell.

Frank Hastilow was interviewad for 30 minutes on BBC Radio West Midlands an
2ath January whan rail development was discussed and a good ‘commercial” given
for the book ‘Midlands by Hail', The branch is 10 pursue attendance with stand and
salesfleallets ot various exhibitions, mestings and rail days in the Midlands during

the fortheaming manths,

An inleresting comparison of local passenger counts al the top ten Waest Midlands
stations now shows the recently-buill University station with MO Car Park as third,

Passangers Joining at stations per week:=

19834
1. Mew Streeat 110,741
2. Moor Streat 208
3. Five Ways 11,4971
4. Sutton Coldfield 11,481
5. Stowrbridge Junction 11,0807
6. Kings Norton 10,011
T. University 9.5
8. Longbridge 9,445
9. Walsall 9,084
10, Fowr Oaks B.973

19845

1. Naw Stroot 123,547
2. Moor Straet 33,705
3, University 13437
4, Stourbridge Junction 11,68+
B, Fiva Ways 11.664
6. Sutton Coldfiald 11,287
7. Kings Morton 10,276
8. Walsall 10,183
9. Longbridge 10,159
10. Four Daks 9,274

Alan Bevan
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Frinted by Print-Oun, High Strest, Hinan, Cambridge.
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PREVIEW

NOTHING CAN STOP
CHUNNEL ONCE IT STARTS

Tony Speler (C. Morth Dovon) says
the Chunnel will ba a boost for British
Rail lika the boost that Morth Saa Oil
gava o the country. Could any change
of governmeant stop 17 “NO", he says.
Because private capital is baing used,
no changa of govearnment would maka
any differenca. Cancallation would cost
oo much in compensation. Unforiu-
nataly some Labour membsars thowght
Ethlng exisiad outside England.

Aill the Chaznnal boost electrification?
“Cartrinky.” We are now gatting alectric-
ity from France, he says, more cheaply
than we can ganerate it oursalves. “It's
cheapar than diesel oil.”

Whan we are linked with the SNCF
{French Railwanrs) wea can learn fram the
French. “But we must take advantages of
the Chunnel by spending on our rail-
wiays.” Mr. Spaller says that whoen
travelling on Westarn Reglon to his
Devon constituency he is ashamed to
haar athér passengers grumbling at
breakdowns as they do. because the
raflways are stinted of capital. Rolling
stock is tatty.

°| expact 1o sea the tunnel stared
within 12 months,” he says. “I1 will be
superh for BA.*

~ ERRY GAUGE' SHOULD GO
AS FAR AS ASHFORD

Nige! Spearing (Lab. Newham South)
says he is not convinced that the Chan-
nid Tunned shouwld teke priority over
axpenditure on other projects. I8 would
benefit France more than Britain, At the
tima of speaking he was not sure what
atitude  other Opposition  members
would take. But the Chunnal would
ceriainly boost  welectrification -
“Clapham Junction to Willesdan for a
start.” The French would want to use the
train & grande vitesse™ (TGWY],

He thowght “farry gauge”™ = assuming
loading gauge through the tunnel will
be even wider than “Beme gauge® —
ahauld bé continued af least to Ashiosd,
to kesp the loading point well away
fram tha Kent coast. Bamne gauge should

o taken af least o London, The old
Wastarn and Great Central lines lent
themsaalves to wider gauge, and Mr.
Spaaring pointed out that at the turn of
the century thess two lines and the
Channael Tunnal had the sama chairman,
50 they looked ahead in those days!

Speaking before the debate on the
Docklands Extension Bill, he said he
deplored the way tha purpose of 1the
Docklands Light Raibway had baen
changed. Instead of baing public trans-
port for the community, 1o stimulate
regenaration, it was to be fundad by
geant nenw projects like the one planned
at Canary Whari,

‘MRS T WOULD GROW MORE
EAGER FOR THE PROJECT"

Lord Janking [of Putneyl speaking
bafore Mrs. Thatcher's second mesting
with Pras, Mittarand in February, said ha
thaught har prasent difficulties would
make her all the more aagar to push tha
Chunnal project through. “To withdraw
would look like anothar failure.”

There was litle anthusiasm for it In
the Labour Party, He was not kean on
the idea himsalf - he had a sistar in
Thanst where pooplo feared loss of
amployment an the fernes = but ha was
glad a rall tunnal had been decided on
and not a bridgae.

The fact that freight would enter tha
country on rails was & paint in the
tunnel’s favour, °| support rail against
road,” he said, "but since Monty diad”™
four late President — Mr. Banks) “l've
become a passanger in the movarmani.

JE

Services declining
says Bradford MP

NOVEMBER 26 Max Madden
{Lab, Bradford Waestl expressed
“mounting concern” about Bradford's
rail services whan spaning a dabaie on
the motion for the adjournmant. Only
half the families in the district owned o
car, he said. Bradiord should have one
of thae best rail services in Britaln, but
wias condemned 1o having one of the
WOTEL

it would ba ludicrous for the line 1o
Leads not to be elecirified when thai
from Loeds to the east coast main lina
was belng electrified. A joint raport by
Bradiord City Council and BR said that
10 years ago there were five through
trains from Bradiord 1o London and six
the opposite way., Now thera wers only
thraa each way, all via Leeds.

Service “worse in 1985
than it was in 1965"

"I 15 unloriunate, said the report, that
ths inler city serdics 1o London is worse
in 1985 than i was In 1965.° Thare wers
#lso complaints from the Post Offica.
Declining rall sarvice had had spin-off
offects on other sarvices. “The usual
spiral of dateriorating services, leading
1o fewer passengers, trains baing axed
and lines closed, must nat be allowed,”
Thero was atso mounting concarn aboul
EErvicas 16 Kaighley and lkley, a
genuinaly based anxiaty,

“Ministors visit Bradford fairly fre-
quenily, butl not many travel by train,
and few axpariance the overcrowded,
uncomiorable and imeameniam
arrangemants sufforsd by most passan-
gers on traing from Leads to Bradiord. |
urge the Under-Sacretary 10 coma and
met the city councll and discuss progp-
osals for ensuring that the Lesds -
Bradiord line is alectrified.

‘Prastige train attracts
1st class passengers’

Mr. Spicer repliad that the quality and
laval of services on particular routes
weng matters for the Railways Board,
Thae Governmeant had 28t gulding objec-
tives and a number of business targets.
There was no justification for subsidis-
ing inter-urban transpart.

On Decembar 30 BR was to withdraw
a weekly evening train to London and
torminate al Lesds one of the evening
trains Trom London, Ha belleved thess
changes were because of light pas-
senger lopdings batween Bradiord and
Laads.

"It s not for me 0 second-guess thae
BR Board's decisions. Howewer, it is
providing connacling services 1o Brad-
ford for passengers arriving at Leaeds,
and a service from Bradford to Doncas-
ter 10 connect with the Edinburgh to
London services. "There is soma good

COMMONS DEBATES in the selected axtracts from parliamaniary speesches and answers (o guestions, which follow this
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nows for Bradiord inler-city passengers.
First in prestige “Yorkshire Pullman®
which starts from Leads in the moming
and runs through to Bradford in the
evening. &s a resuli first-class business
travel to Yorkshire has increased sig-
nificanthy. It should be banaficial o the
goongmy of Bradiond,

“Throwgh trains from Bradioed to
Lendon take 178 minutes for the 195
rilies — an average speed af B8mph. The
Pullman beck in the avening is aven
guickar. Somo journeoys requiring a
change at Leeds can also be done in
under three hours. This i much fastar
than by car.

"Secondly, Bradiord passangers
should banafit from electrification of the
enxst coast main ling, which will be
completed 1o Leeds in 1989, With alec-
trification, BA hes no plans to withdraw
through services to Bradford, as some
had feared. These services will be pro-
withied wiith the vary latest relling siock.
Locarmotives will be changad at Laeds.”

BR turned down case
for electrification

BR considerad the case for alectrify-
ing, in 1882, the ling batwoon Bradiard
and Loads, but found it could noet justify
sperding only £2 to £3 milllon, against
an asiimated cost of £10 million. It had
baan suggested that appraisals of such
eloctrification schemes should not ba
determined solely on a commancial
basis. “"Owr position, howeveer, is 1o
Bl firmly that BR s intar-city sactor.
where the responsibility would fall,
should operate and invest efficlantly,

Mr. Madden intervened to ask if thera
was not @ case for making investment
funds available through tha ragional
assislance programmes operated by
the Department of Trade and Industry.

Mr. Spicer said the (sauws of seaking a
Europaan regional developmarnt fund
grant had also been raised in connection
with Bradford slactrification, but it was
for BR to decide whether to prepane and
submit an application for a Eurapaan
fund grant through the Government,

Extension of Docklands
line to the Bank

NOVEMBER 27  Mv. Ridiey. asked
by Neil Thorne |C. Hford South) if there
wiare plans to axtend the decklands light
ralbway, moplied. “London  Regional
Transpart has today with my conseant
presentsd a Bill 1o provide powers (o
extend to tha City the docklands light
raibway, This would link the railway o
Bank underground station.”

He added that he had been considar-
ing wiays 1o imealve the private sactor in
thi line's ownership and operation, Tha
consortium that planned 1o develop
Canary Wharf on the Isle of Dogs had
told him that ha would contribute £30
million towards the oxtension and to

secure  underwriting of an  agresd
privatisation schame. There would ba
opporiunity for olher people to put
forwward alternatihve proposals,

JANUARY 13 Nigel Spearing
iLab. Mewham South) asked the minis-
tar 1o confirm that the westwand extan-
sion of the Docklands railway would go
ahead gnly if the Canary Wharf projact
wint ahesd first.

Mr. Ridlay said yos,
Rabert Adtey (C. Christchurch) ssked
whan the STOL airport, of which the

dockiands line would be a featurs,
would lake affect.

Mr. Rigiey replied that there wore no
propasals for the extension to STOLport
from the central stathon, now being
consiructed, The date for it was a matter
far the Minister for the Environmaent. =i
baliese it will go ahead,®

Myr. Spearing askod whathaer, it the
extension was bailt, sbout nine-1enths
would have bean provided with public
maney. Would tha minkster not requing
private operators 1o fit in with the
system of travel cards and fare levels
arranged by LAT?

Mr. Mitchell replied that the railway
wind nol expacted to meke 8 profit; it
was not 8 case of public imvestment
designed to create privale prafil.

Enquiry would put full
stop to Chunnel project

DECEMBERS Mr. Ridley, opening
a debate on tha flixed link, said many
people felt that a Channel Link was
exacily the project 1o stimulate
aconomic activity and improve the llow
ol peaple and goods.

Mr. Kinrrock had said he was in favour
but thought there should be a public
enguiry. “That would bring any chance
of tha link coming into aeffect to a full
stop. “The timetable sot oul last spring
is still on course. We intend that the
decision, if positive, would be signed
bafore the end of Fabruany, The lybeid
bill would be introduced during March.”

Stephan Ross (LA, kste of Wight] said
he supported the fixed Channel link
*Whare s the spirt of Brunal?™ A
permangnt thoroughlare betwesn aud
islands and Europe was in the besi
economic interests of our country -
Scotiand, Morthern Ireland, Wales, even
the Isle of Wight. Lorries now poured
doswn from all parts of the country down
the route to Dover, We had an opportun:
ity to put that traffic on rail,

Mr. Ross said hewas a mambar of the
Saloct Committee on Transport, and
thiere waa & seven to four split in fevour
of tha Channél Tunnel Company's
scheme. A drive-through tunnal had
much o recommand it if it was techni-
cally feasible, but &8 31-mile long road
tunnel would be at loast double the
langth of any similar existing tunnal,

*“The link should alfer a graat oppaor-
tunity to our much-maligned raklveay
industry. | hope wa receive fifm sssur-
ances that no scheme will ba approved
unbess it provides at the outsot for @
through rall cpening of the roadway.
Eurcroute did not anginally make such
a promise, alihough it has changed its
ground.” BR designers, he sdded, must
be able io match the French all the way,
or wa might face anothar takeowver bid.
“Whe must gat our fair share of what is
on offer and not hand it on a plate to the
Franch.”

Bruce Millan (Lab. Govan) said that i
the project wont ahead it would widen
the north-south divide.  would not be
welcomad In Scotland and tha north. It
wwould do economic damage 1o the most
vulneérable areas.

David Crowch (C, Canterbury) said he
was spaaking about an oversll advan-
tage for Britain, not whether (he project
was more benaficial for ong part than
another, *About B0% of miy con
ara wholly opposad (o the fized link
although | represent Canterbury and
anst Kent, | am concerned about the
good of the whole. He rested his position
on advice given I 1774 by Edmund
Burke, “the greatest of all advisers®
Having B4% of our overssas trade with
the contingnt, we must have 8 much
betier line of communication than by
ralying on an uncertain sea pEssage.

Jonathan Altken (T, Thanet South)
sald there would bé a shor-1&im BBom
in contracts for constmection companies
and glinaring prizes for those who won
the competition. But the fized link would
have anormous and unforesean con-
saquances for our future desting and
weay of lile,

Mrs, Gwyneth Dunwoody (Lab, Crewe
and Mantwich] aid she agreed with Ron
Lewis [Lab. Carlislel, a membar of the
sgalacl committee on transport,
strongly favourad a rail tunned,

Aaobart Adbey (C. Christchurch) said ho
was founder and first chairman of the
Brunel Society. He did not think thene
whs B case for a public enguiry; a
political decision had o be taken.

“I have ahways rememberad the sad
and wistful expression on the face of the
Late Anthany Crosland whan, in 1975, ha
was forcad to cancel the previous pro-
ject.” 1t weas the most tragic inony 1o hear
Opposition MPs say that we must try to
limit reghonal damage, The relationship
betwaan the percentage of traffic on the
road and that on rall in the proposed
schemes would datermine the amownt
of environmental damage that would be
done. The maore traffic thal want on the
ralbweay and the furiher pway from Kent
it was loaded, the less would be the
ervironmental damage.

3 the four proposals, it
ssams that the highér the cost of the
project, tha greater will be the traffic
ganaration necessary to make it pay,




and the greater the impact on the
ferries. Had wao gone ahead with the
previous project, we might not have had
to waste time discussing Stansted and
all the problems that has entailed. A
fixed link would do a great deal to
reduca prassure on our airpons.”

Mr. Adlgy said: “'\We are pll entitled to
know wheng the Labour Party stands. |
hope Labour membars will o1 least feal
able to say that this major project is in
our national intorest and that despite
resarvalions they would suppart it

Donald Andevson (Lab. Swansea East)
sad Mr. Adley had made a powarful
case thet the greater the rail componani
the fewer would ba the adverse con-
sequences on the regions. “1 am in
faveur af a fixed link. The guicker we can
ba sean symbolically and actually 1o link
oursalves 1o the continant the batter, *

Tam Daiyall (Lab. Linlithgow) said

that as @ Scot he was in favour of rail. "I

#~m completoly in favour of a rail link,
it | am against & road link,”

French accord: statement
read in both Houses

JANUARY 20 A statoment was
mada by M Ridley in the Commons,
and the Earl af Calthmess in the Lords,
that tha Prime Minister and tha Presi-
dent of France hed decided earlier that
day thai their bwo governments would
fecilitate the construction of a fixed link
pcross the Channed by Channel Tunnal
Group, AWhite Papar giving ressons for
the decision, charting the next steps,
weould be published as soon as possible,

“The two govarnments wers faced
with four proposals of outstanding qual-
ity.” The tachnical risks of Eurobridge
made it tog speculative. The cholos
batwasan CTE, Channal Exprassway and

~Euro-route was mone difficult. But both

@ last two had large technical risks.
TG was a well-developed project, less
risky and less axpansive and was least
vulnerable to terrorist attack. Environ-
mental impact eould be reduced 1o &n
sccaplable level, Legislation would be
imroduced as soon as possible and
construction could bagin by the summer
of 1987,

“¥We have secured an undertaking
fram tha CTG that it will be put Taraard
by the year 2000 a proposal for a
drive-through link, to be undertaken as
soon as techmvical feasibility ks assured.”

Stephen Ross (LA, loW) said he was
grateful that the CTG project was chosan
and not ona of tha athars, Only if BR had
adequate capital resources o make full
uge of tha whale network could the
anvirenmanial damage bo adeguataly
reduced.

Peiar Ress (C. Dover] said thers was
dosp concarn in east Esnt about the
implications of the link and a need far
closa consultations with local intarests.

Donald Stewart (Sconish Mationalist,
Waestern Isles) said the project was the
biggesi election bribe in history.

Mr. Ridhey replied that the link would
greatly benefit constituants throughout
the country, including Scotland.

David Howell (C. Guildiord) said the
Government had made by far the best
ghaice in choaoging the CTG schamae.

Sir Jullan Aidsdale (C. Harwich) said
thot optimism about the future of tha
farries was not shared by some of the
farry oparailors.

M. Ridiey replied that it would be
seven of eight years before any link
could be opened, in which tima a
massive growth was expected in traffic
1o the contingnt, resulting in extra busi-
naszs for the ferries.

ARolend Boyes (Lab. Houghion and
Washington] said: *1 and the majority of
my eanstiluenis completely oppose the
buliding of tha fixed link. Wa live in an
anta of high unemploymant and this will
increase unemployment hare.” Why did
the governmeant encourage axpandilura
on @ hola in the ground?

Mr. Ridlay replied that this was not
governmant cash but international cap-
ital. Far bettar that capital should ba
usad 1o build a Channol link than to build
factories on the continant, which might
make tha compatitiveness of thae MPs
constituents Bven Worsda.

John Canwright [SDP/A \Woalwdich)
sald that given the interest in a drive-
through tunnal, tha year 2000 seemead a
long way off. How firmly wemn the
French commined?

#r. Ridley said both governments
weould have liked 1o sae a drive-through
link, but the sirata weare unknown ol a
5 pr B-kilomatre stretch near tha Franch
coast. The CTG's undertaking would be
spalt out in the White Paper.

‘Game, Set and Match
to the French’

Jonathan Aitkin (€. Thanet South)
sfid many mambers saw the project as
resulling in game, set and match to the
Franch. The Bill now faced & grim uphill
struggle through the Housa,

Mr. Ridley replied that there was a
geod deal of argumant with tha Franch;
tha CTG schema was our préferred
alsjactive.

James Lamond [Lab, Oldham Cantral
& Royston) askod whethar, as the pro-
ject was laken owver by private capital,
had not a considarable sum been freed
1o fimance projects like the through
ktanchester rail link or the retantion of
tha Oldham = Rochdale rall link,

My, Ridley said Mr, Lomond did nod
undarstand the differance batwean Gov-
agrmmment money and other pooples’s
gy,

Teddy Taylor (C. Southend East) said
that tha only eomparable tunnal in the
world, just completed fn Japan, had
been a total financial disastor,

Mr. Ridley replied that the tunnel o
the north island off the cosst of Japan
wias where few people lived, but many
Hwed on the continent of Europe.,

More investment in BR
would benefit nation

Robert Adley (C, Christchurch) said
the project offered the greatest possible
bonefit o the regions of any of the
proposed schames, Would the minister
give maximum tima (o the proposition
that the mors investmant BR put into its
regional facilities, the more 1 would
benefit the nation?™

Mr. Rigley said the Governmant's
attitude to raibway invesiment was nol
to stint it provided that it was commar-
cial.

John Marek (Lab. Wrexham| said
many believed that the minister had
made the right decision bul ware
spprehansive that the sventusl benelits
would not find their way 10 Wales,
Scotland and the North.

Mr. Ridley replied that there was
nothing to stop traing travelling 1o the
link frowm all parts of the country, Con-
nections could be made whare they did
nod now st

Snape voted against
former cancellation

Pater Hardy [Lab, Wentworth) said the
propect  would go down wall in
Rotharham, whers works producing
geods for the rallvay and ring road had
bean planned for closwure, and in raibaay
workshops, where thousands of jobs
had bean lost.

Pater Snape (Lab. West Bromwich
East) msked about tha affect on the
oxpected closure of Swindon railway
works. Would BR's external financing
limit b allowwed 1o pul any consiraing an
BRs investmant in the Channel project?

Hi urged the minizter 1o keap Charion
terminal as small as possible, 1o reduce
the snvironmantal impact. Would he
alsn tell the chairman of CTG that the
recruitmant of non-union lpbour was no
guaranbes of industrial peacat 1 have
always supportad the |dea and vobed
against the provious Labour Gowvarn-
ment’s cancellation of the project in
1975.°

M. Rialey aid the bulk of the imeest-
ment by BR would take place in about
1989, 80 and 91; it was alrnady appronesd
in principle. Swindon snd Glasgow
workshops weeres maintenance estabiish-
mants, not rdevant to the new iype of
build that would ba nesded. Evaenhing
possibde would be done 1o contain the
affects of the tarminal o1 Chariton.




HOUSE OF LORDS

(Replies given by Parliamentary Secrat-
ary to the Department af Transpart, the
Earl of Caithnass)

DECEMBER 5 Lord Farrier iC.
wihen is fromm East Lothian) esked whethear
an increasing number of people weare
ol distressed at the prospect of a
Channpd fixed link.

The Eavl of Caithness replied: “Yas, |
think thesa is also an increasing mumber
whao ore for a link. Scotland khas a lol to
gain from it

Lord Underhill [Lab.] said H was
highly desirable for the House (o debate
itha principle of the link,

Baroness Burfon (Lab) said she
hoped the Prirme Minkster and President
Mitterand would decide to go ahaad
early noext yoaar.

Lard Gisborough [C.) said that if thera
worg 8 public enguiry into this matier, it
wiould drag on lor yaars and years, oosi
the country an enarmous amownt of
maonay, destroy a great many potential
axports, and do nothing but total harm,

DECEMBER 13
tinaed)

The Gowernmani are concerned that
tha Channel link should notl decimata
the existing ferry fleats, said the Eard of
Caithmass, when he proposed that the
Howuze take note of the proposals o
build the link,

“We recognise tha importance of the
farries as a source of employmeant: bul
wa are also conscious of the imporiant
role of the ferries In national defence,
We want to ansure that the link would
increase and not reduce competition for
cross-Channel travel.

The project was unique in having to
e facilitated by two Soversign states,
England and Franes. Our two national
systems wers very differont and the
Franch had a much more abbreviated
system than our aown, =it would simply
not be possibde 1o fit & public local
anquiry inio the timetable for such a
bi-national decisian.”

Lora Mailizh (Lab.} said he supported
the project, but was it not odd that
athars who supparted it also demanded
a pubdic enguiry ! Those who insisted on
& public enquiry wwore usually the onoes
who opposed the project.

Lord Cafthmezs replied that this high-
lighted some of the curiosities of the
British character. Let it not be forgotten
that the Labour Party made [t clear in
1974 when they introduced the Channael
Tunnel Bill that there would not be &
public anguiry than.

Lord McNair (L8] recalled thar Mr.
Roas (the loW MP) had asked what had

{The debale con-

happanad to the spirit of Brunal. “We
hava long baen in favour of a Channel
tunnel, and we do mean o twnnal We
do nol want any fancy constructions
sticking up above sea lovol, no matter
hoaw chiever they ara, intarfering with tha
alraady congasted sea lanas.®

He also sgread with Lord Underhill
that if the project was to be of use and
prafit o the country a3 & whaola, not just
the sowth easi, goods should be put on
a train in Glasgow, for exampla, and
unloaded in Milan.

"I should be happiest with the rail-
only twnnel, because, provided that BR
wilis given the nacessany suport [which
s most importantl, it would help in the
vital task of transferring freight from
rosds 1o raibways. The good people of
Kant would be pleased 1o séa the last of
juggernauts, making what was the Gar-
dizn of England into hell on aarth,

Lord Spames (C.) said that if thers
ware no fioced link lorries would siill go
through Kent, whather to Dover to go
wn a ferry of 1o go across on o fixed link.
= underatand the fear that theoe will ba
=0 much traffic going to the Continent
that all methods of transport will be
wused:- road, rail, air and sea. These fears
are much exaggerated.” Il was blatently
pbvious that there was not time for @
public enguiry. A road and rail link
wiould offer greater chosce.

Britain disadva
without the link

Lovrd Baloff (C) sald this country suff-
fared fram the natural difficulty of baing
separatad fraom the continent by &
stretch of extremaly rough watar. Our
diplomats and businass men, going to
Brussels or Paris, started with the disad-
vantage of having a longar. more
uncomiortable journey than thelr coun-
torparts fram othes European capitals.
Anyone who put obstructions in the
Channel, in the form of piers of & bridge
or ventilation shafts, was wventuring
apainsithe forces of natura in a big way.

Lord Cormichael of Kedvingrowve (Lalb.
the former Glasgow MP) said that at tha
presant stege of the art the wnnel was
the right way, "I must ba a rail turne,
because, if thare is going to be any hope
for other parts of the country, we naad
rail access right down to the seuth coast
and through 1o the continant.”

The Earl af Calthness, replying, said
he baelieved that any link, if thers was &
link, would bring tremandous oppor-
tunkties and prosparity o this couniry.
All the arguments ha had hoeard would
ba fully reflected in the assessment.

Lord Saoames (C.) said his view was
that so much traffic would be going to
tho continant that all four methods of
transport weould be wall used: road, rail,
air and sea. “Anything that speeds up
tha flow of trade and people batwaan
our partners and ourselves must be in
the national intenest,”

Vizcount Harmworth (LIA] said he was
ﬂrmlghr in favour of & rail link but Aot 8
road link. Ineviiable pHe-ups would
mean a reduction in the maximum
spood limit to, at the very best, 40 mph.
That implied three guarars of an hour
of tunnal driving. Thers would be break-
downs in ploces and |ourney times
could not be assumed to be less than
ona hour in lwnnel. There could be a
firoball going down the tunnel and a
high concentration of carbon monoxide.

“The public become unfeasanably
emotional when taking even remabe
rigks. Tha conssquance would be that
fow people would use the tunnel i
could easily become & whita alaphant,
with large overhaods.”

Lord Mountavane |Independeant) said
he was in favour of a tunnel dedicated
to a rall link. THe BR notwork was
under-utilisod, which could not be sald
of the road natwark. Rall had an in-built
ability 1o move block loads.

Dab of cream on
top of cake

JANUARY 20 - on announce-
mant of decision on Fixed Channal Link.

Lord Tordoff [LAA] said the Alliance
believed that a link of this sort was
impartant 1o the future of this country,
Emaotionally paople would want to drve
through to France: that would be a nice
dab of cream on top of tha cak » at soma
stage. Fresumably there had to be some
nod to the Prime Minister's suscop-
tibilities, and this seemed 10 ba the way
il

“The Government must give somae
assurances that BR will be allowed 1o
genarata the necessary finance 1o make
the schemoe viable. Whan we wang
talking about Stansted, it sesmed that
theda were Wi S8parate compartmer—
ane for the sxpansion of Stansted, &
one for the expansion of BR, whitch must
depend on market forces. | hope if thene
is noed for BR to be given some support,
The Governmaent will be preganed 16.~

The Eari of Caithness said expanditune
wiould have to bo sccomodated within
the external financial limits. The projpect
had not bean dealt with in undus hasia;
thera had boon two false staris, 50 it
might ba a case of thind time lucky,

The Bishop of Rochester (Rt. Rew,
David Say] sabd he welcomed the
announcomaent, but thers were consid-
arable anxieties aboul the enviranmant.
Would there ba sccess points wall away
from Kent, because the lst thing we
wanied was o greater concaniration of
traffic around Chsritan.

The Earl of Caithness replied that
thars would cartainly be an sccass point
in Landan, which was fairly weall outside
Kent. The White Papar would give more
datails.

Edited by John Barfield, and Jack Ellis (Railway Developmant Society)




