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DON'T SCUTTLE THE RAILWAYS!

That wes the introductory theme of retiring Chairman, H.\I'.let.t.-rm.lﬂr-i.-‘
the Sociaty’s A.G.M., held in Resding on 24th April. To a record attendance af well

over 50 members crammed into the BRSA Club he compared the Gowernments apgproach
to investrment in British Rallways with that of the British Navy.

We live, he said, In difficult snd uncertain times and there was need for peace all round
Firstly pence in therFalklands’ crisis which has thrown everything into confusion and
secondly peace in the ASLEF/BRE dispute which is still not settied. The dispute has,
of course given the anti-rail lobby a field day, even to the extent of bringing Loed
Bawching out of retirement to ey how right he wa in the 1960s and that, amaongst
other things, thers was no need for more then one routs fram London to Sootland, Sg
Watch Out’. for anather Besching type operation and be prepared 1o resist L

With the Centre for Policy Studies publishing a bookiet by our obd Friend Dalglesh
wuggeEsting yet again the convertion of rail into road there was & need for same comle
relief in iife and this certsinly provided it. Unfortunatety, however, such idess are taken
seriously bry some people in high places and in this conrection it appears that Mrs.
Thatcher's dislike for Nationalised |ndustries inhibits the Governmani when it comes to
railway expansion and investment. By so doing she i hitting at a nationalisad
:l_l;:n thist qﬂn:nuﬂuﬂu &re important sections of privete industry such a5 those

ich provida railway squipment which naed & horma
such a5 that provided by British Rail, e AN TS Rt e

With & buoyvant homa market it can mare successfully with foraign compatl

for the encrmoud smount of sguipment which iz nﬁmﬂ wmdﬁuﬂdi |:ﬁn-|v
parts of the world for railway development, This is indeed tha “age of the train’’ through-
ot the warld and this country, ﬂl&ﬂ"iﬂi of railways ought to be playing » major

part in this importent export field. So Maggie — don't cut off your private nase
to spite your nationalised induntry face, and don’t make the sama misisks with the
railways that appesrs 1o have been doag with the navy which in time of nead hat had to
scrape together a fleat much of which was due to be sold abroad or for scrap,

I \our railway system (s similarly run down (es semms likely) we could be in the same

m;ﬂmh rexl energy crisis hits us. 5o come on Maggle — give the go-ahaad far &

massive injection of capital for electrification of our railways and other Improvements

to their infrestructure — In the nationsl interest. Letus slso have & guick dacison o

build a rail Charmal Tunnel to link aur ralbaey network with that of Eurcpe, giving it

Eﬂr:ummmumliltimmmw-ﬁqhm—mmmmn
po

Te politicians of ail parties we say — stop using the railway: & a political foothal
Bgree 10 plan sansibly for tha future needs of the country. Huu:?n:!:lhu Il:lh:l:d
Development Society will play its part in making sure that transpart will be @ majar
issue ot the next General Elaction. Meanwhile there are rumours of drastic cuts imemin-
vt in rurad rall services end this b where our local branches and associated local Rail
Users’ Groups can fight sccessful battles for their retention, Thair strength s srmphai-
ised by the many highly suctesstul conferences which have been held to date (the
latest of which is repormed elsewhere in this issuel and which should 80 a long way to
amsunE Much greater support for reilwaye than in the part

Perhaps those M.Ps who have been 50 vocilsrous in fighting for thelr rural car-cwning
constituents (when higher petrol duties are praposed) can be persuaded to be as
enafgatic in fighting for better public transport Tor thoss withaut the use of & car. Wil
they Tight as vigorously for the retention of local rail sarvices whith may be threatened
whmm&hmmm-mhﬁmﬂimﬁﬂmﬂhm.
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*'Wigaier * has recently reported further improverments to the Landan—Witham
—nmﬂﬁﬁmm“mmmmﬁmu—mtmmﬂ
mined afﬂmlnﬂnwhmmTMHmmﬂmm
tuwiii-u speaks for their sucoess. Had it bean dlosed and ripped up the axpanding
tﬂﬁﬂlﬂhlmmﬂmthnmrlﬂinﬂ.MElmhmﬂmnu
mmﬂummtﬂdmmmnumyhnlmwn
Mhhﬂﬁvmﬁ.ﬁﬁ'ﬂhwﬂhlhw-inhmmn
MﬂllﬂhwdhhfﬂmﬂmﬂMﬂHMtﬂﬂﬂlm;ﬂﬁ
i“ﬂuﬁﬂ.ThihrﬂMﬂlﬁ'ﬂﬂiﬂlHﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂﬁlmﬂ#ﬁt ur:
huunuj'.l.uwur!thﬁhmﬂnmmmIMMmmm
that it i made 1o work, Remamber Braintres ! el

ﬂhmtnkﬂhrlmmmﬂd-ﬂhubﬂunm_ ra
rnhbmdwnm!m”hmllhpﬂkﬂmumpmﬂdm
mm-mhmlmmmnﬂh!ﬁmmym:ﬂmmﬁm
ane of the range of “reduced fares,” which — allowing for inflation — compare vary
tawourably with those of the 1930s.
n Ldmhhhh:mundﬂntﬂuilnulhmdﬂhnmm“mr
Wm-ﬂhm_fﬂ-ﬂwmmu-m_ to play it full part
mmmmmmﬂmﬂummmmm
that our Sociaty (since its inception in 1978) has not made as much progress ai i1
shauld and as mnhmmmhrﬁnmnu-4_ﬂll-nhm_ﬂm
rumlﬁimrﬂp.mhﬂﬂlﬂlhdmuﬂhﬂ:lﬂmﬂiw
mmdmﬂﬁﬂm;m-ﬁhmrmwh.h
Branches and as local Representatives) under a new Chairman it should continue to
grow In influencs in tha field of transport. -

thanking collea wha had worked 5o hard in various capacities to further our
:‘MHHMﬂmmﬁmmmﬂufutfuthummq
but the information published in “Rallway Developmeant News™ and the ‘Wambery
W"ﬂlwmﬂhmtﬂﬂr!ﬂlmﬁfﬂﬂlmﬂ
mhdwtm.liﬂﬂhuht.ﬁ:rmﬂnﬂmlﬁw_mmrp_ﬂmmﬂtﬂ
-ﬂnmmmlmmﬂmmmlminmmhm
Agcounts) wes of lnestimable valus.

ter in the proceedings M Banks wat mﬂnlmlvmmsqﬂ ty's firet Prosident
:n:runllndu anm.nmm--ﬁwmmmmm—
mmﬁmwmﬁwlmmmmmm&mmﬂmmm—m
Mﬂﬂﬂlﬂuﬂmwﬁmhﬂhinnunﬂﬁﬂtﬁnnﬂ Liberal Club to comm-
HﬂliﬂﬁlmﬂvﬂMrﬂmﬂmlﬂtﬂmlrﬂmMNﬂﬁm
gvant being advertised 1o membars more widely.

ANTICLOSURE FUND :
Following s Resolution passed st the Society’s A.G.M. hald in Reading on Tdth April,
-mlhni'?ﬁn of £26.50 was taken, with which a deposit sccount has been apenad for
the ANTI-CLOSURE FUND. This fund will be used 1o help RS mernbers and |ocal
wsers’ groups to fight any closures which may be proposed under the 1962 Tranapart
Act — if indesd any are proposad — which seems likely,

i ish how maach money has accurmulated in each issue of R.D.N. and if a line
:'r::m“r:um;:nﬂy a:mw:ﬂ for closure applications will be considered for a
grant from the fund. Donstions to the fund from any source will be welcoma snd
should be sent to the Society's Mational Treasurer, Mr. AR Macqueen, 20, Cubgaith

Gardens, Enfield, Middx, EN2 TPE.
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ROWLAND VICTOR BANKS

It Is with deep and profound regret that we have to report tha death of the Society’s
Prassdent {of such short stending) on 315t May in his TBth year.

Wir Banks |oined the former Railway Invigoration Society in sbout 1960 as the result of
an approach by one of our more eagle-eved Commites Members after having had the
temarity to wrils a letiar in a local paper on the folly of rail closures. Before long ha
had joined the Caommities and becoma its hard-warking Prass Offioer, a post which he
has held in effect ever since, and was in the forefrant of the fight agalnat the

euts = atterding in the Mid Sixties more T.ULC,.C. Enguiries on bahalf of the Soclety
than can be recalled.

in 1875, having besn Vice-Chairman of RIS for some years, he took over as Chairman
snd wis to be largely responsible for the negotiations which led to the formation of
RDS in 1878, becoming its first Chairman on the merger of RIS & ADA. His activitios,
however, extended into rmeny other fields — not least of which in the slectrical industry
(from which ha retired in 1965) whem e had besn instrumental in forming a highly
succssiful sxhibitlon company and been Chairmen of the local Branch of the Associa-
tion of Supervising and Executive Enginears.

His main claim to fame, however, was [with Leo Abse MP.) as architect of the Divorce
Law Faform Act 1860 land until its fingl enactment — ot the third attempt — &
Prasident of the Divaree Law Reform Unbon) 3 measure which was 1o have such a
profound effect on the low of Matrimonial Causes in the early 18M0s.

Abowe all he wis § worker and has probably done mors to advance tha causs of the
rallwaiys land sterm the tide of Beechingits) than any othar member of the Society.
Many of us, however, will remember him 22 8 good friend In times of trouble, nat the
leagt for the rallways, and his comesdemhip and wite oounsal will be sonely missed,
The Saciety was reprasanted at the funeral in Boarsted on dth June by B members of
the National Committes together with Vice-President Or. AW, T.Daniel and Rev, Tom
Comibar who geve a short adcress.

Arny mamber withing to contritats to 8 worthy caute in his memary |3 invited 1o send

a donation o thelElectrical and Electronic Industries Benevolent Fund o 7, Manor
Rise, Bearsied, Maldstone, Kent,

JWE

AWAR THEY CANNOT WIN!

Before maving on 1o the main issue which concerns us at the presant time it will be
usaful W reviaw thie losg-running “Fares Falr™ saga in London (83 prormised in the Last
issuel. Hare there seerms to be stolemate for (as reported more axtensively IN PARL-
IAMENT) Douglas Jay's Bill appesrs 1o have been committed 1o the dustbin and evr
since Traviport Chairman, Deve Watrel, was voted off & London bus for refusing 1o pey
the new increased fare the Administration at Cownty Mall to have gona to ground,

Cheap fares, subsidised from tha rates do, however, appear to be — at least in
Merseyside — sincs Woolf J. In GLLLS. v M.C.C. ruled that the L:ﬂud: diecisian in
Bromigy v G.L.C is not sutomaticslly binding alsewhers, a1 the 1988 Transport Act
iwhich applies n the P.T.E. areas) ackopts a wider criteria than the Transport {Londan)
Act 1969, and the propossis in Merseyside could property be approved even though
thay might mesult in a loss. Neverthaless the Government's policy of “divide and rule’”
seams 1o be succeeding a2 the Association of Metropolitan Authorities recently decided
that it could not see i way to supporting amending legislation 1o sort out the “Great
London Fares Muddla™ as the Government rmight turn the tables and produce an Act
which made its own Authorities” schemas illegal so it wat bast to lat slaaping clogs e,
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The main lssue on Briteh Rail, however, i the deadlock over “productivity™ and &s the
Unilons' wiew is reported extensively eliéwhars in this dsue we shall concentrate on the
position & it sppasm 10 UL thhmpuhplp.hnhmﬂﬂ#ullmm-‘
ﬁwﬁmlnmmuhwmﬂﬂknﬂnﬂh.mwim
thmemmﬂﬂhﬁmmuhPmmw
Salect Committes’s Report on Railwey Electrification (published on 12th May| with
which our late President had besn 1o closely associated and to which the Society subr
v Tt e icence.

For, whilst the Comminse faund that the Joint Review (on Electrification] had estsb-
nnd;"muﬂ"mmﬂmmln@nlﬂnﬁnm@#hﬁwm-
muiulmﬂhﬂh-tmﬂﬂmmhmlumnnudewmm
uﬁnuﬂﬂwﬂimh”ﬂhﬁuﬂhﬂﬂlmthqmnu!ﬁ L
Aaitways Board and the Unions would need fo ip-rwd- positive avidence ﬂrﬂ:;nﬁhhw
to reach agreemant on significant productivity improvements befane author

given for subssquent schemes and the Committee’s Chairman, Tom Bradiey M.P., sdded
“witiilet the case for alectrification does not depend on rpoductivity improvemants,
Mihmﬂﬂmﬁrﬂﬁuhrﬁmhﬂﬂw“mﬁhrﬂrmﬂnr
capital expenditure unbess it demonstrates that it can and will set its own house In arder
anvdd arurs that full sdvantage is taken of investmant already made o improve the rall
way infrastructure as @ whole.”
mhmuwmhwhhmﬂmnﬂmmmbmm
and both sides of the industry show thamaslves willing o face the futwra [n a spirit of
co-oparation snd compromise, and make & determined effort 1o svoid the kinds of
conflict which did such harm to the goodwill of the industry's customers, and its busi-
niss prospects during the winter, He therelore regretied that, despite Lord MacCarthy’s
recommandations, the sparring between ASLEF and the Board cver "flexibla rostering”
was continuing.

The isme of “productivity” still tharefore sesms 1o ba paramount and Sir Peter Parker
in presenting his Anrual Report for 1981 made quite clear that he was prepared to face
maee wirikes rather than end the fight to modernise working preactices — a view which
e to L. & H.C. Branch Committes Members attending a recent television
presentation. Privetisstion though appears 1o have hit & snag as BA's 45 Sealink Ships
loat £4% million in 1881 slthough its harbours made a profit of £6.1m. Hotaks also
lost E2.4m. and Hovercraft £1.4m. The Property Board on the other hand made a cash
contribution to BR‘s coffers of £71.2m., Advertising sites £4. Tm. whilst Freightliners
ihowid & modest profit of £100,000.

Cash problems, however, moant that BR invested £90m. loss than the £308m. ceiling
wit by the Governmant and whilst passengers paid an extra 7% at £1,023m. there ware
fower of thern at T18m. 'With an increase in coal wreffie Fredght losses were mona
halvad ot £26m. number of jobs aliminated during 1881 was 12,700 cutiing
total pay-roll to 727,252 and negotiationd are now in hand with TSSA for up 1o
jobs 1o go at managemant level. Sir Peter saw 1981 as a good fighting yesr whoss
ghould nat ba dimmad by the dispute with ASLEF s thers had been an oparat-
rpdus of £38m., which only becarne a koss of £37m. after interest charges, and
“Tha ASLEF strikes hawe disrupted the progress of recent years but have not
diverted us from our objectives — to modernise our sarvices and give better vaiue fior
manay."”

Bast time is now repsdly running out and further strikes will ondy give the Governmeant
h-mithlmhmmﬂmuumhrdr#ﬂﬁnmnﬂ_nrdlﬂluﬂ
for thoss of its supporters who wish 1o me en officiently run nationaslised railway
industry prosper resist the ambitions of the hardliners in the Treasury; the influential
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academics and raiwry converkion Cnots” iwho casry such waight in high places) to
ensure it eventusl decline and extinction. In thort the Governmant can “win'" by
slimply doing nothing [as it hes effectively done over the leit 2 yeori). Changes in work:
ing Eractices are now becoming urgent because of the financial situstian {not the

fangt on BR ieself) and whilst the faot that their members probably receive Bhe lownst
wages of raibway workers in Europe gives the Uiniens sema justification for digging
their hesls in it will profit them nothing iT BR is forced to implerment is now well-
kriown plan to choss  Hastings — Tunbridge Walls; Hull — Searborough; Setthy —
Carlisle; Oxford — Weorcester; Aberystwyth — Portmadoc; Barrow = Whitahaven: Old-
ham — Rochdale and Middlesbrough — Whitly.

Furthermore the Gowernmant’s delaying tctic of sstiing up an lnguiry under Sir David
Serpall, to investigate the options for the railways over the next 20 years, will merely
provide further time 1o st the scens for, and make inevitable, anothaer typa
closura programima which is why RDS has already drawn up contingency plans, Never-
theless if the Unions ere determinad to plunge over the precipice like the “Gademns
Swrina’" they may find it difficult o schisve the "“commaon cause™ with rail wsers dosired
Iy Ray Buckton on|Z7th March (Sae below) and with the wiabdlity of a ralling progr-
amime of electrification sinking slowly out of sight as BR's financial prospects phemmet
the anly possible deterront to o change of policy regarding the “social reilwey™ could
be the nesd to comply with E.E.C. Regulations. Any suggestion therefore that a future
Raltways Act might rad|cally slter the situation with regard 1o the *“Pulblic Ssrvica
Dbligation™ is fatwous — that is wiilst Britsln remaing & member of the E.E.C

It could even be that the policy of cutting back the level of P.5.0. Grant [first
inatituted in 1875) (3 in (tsalf in direct contravention of E.E.C. lawy, cartalnly whilst the
netwark remans st its presant size. 50 those retired Minkstry Gunus and Tory Hard-
lintirs who consider Sir David should considar whether we need s railway at sil may
wall ba heading for a precipice of their own. If the Governmant really intends to
decimate Britain’s reilways we think it should cut the double tafk and come clean and
admit it and to the Unions we would sy — “Remember what Jack Dash did for the
run-gown of the London Docks system — now virtuslly derelict!”

WITH THIS ISSUE
"IN PARLIAMENT” -~ "MEMBERS ONLY SUPPLEMENT” — “LOTTERY FORM™

RAIL DEVELOPMENT WEEK

Seturday Z3rd October 1o Seturday 309 October 1982 has been designated as a
Mnrmmmwnmmmw-hmlmﬂmuwu
:I:ilr. meetings, filmshows, displays, exhibitions, |eafleting, a “write-in” to politicians

In particutar we hope that a8 many users’ groups as possibla will tichpate, Two
:ﬁm h::lwrl ﬁmhuhl public meetings in the weel. Ifzu have any ideas
' your would like bo participate pleass writs 1o Mr, T.).Garrod,
15, Clapham Road, Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR32 1R (Tel- B1T21)

A planning meeting for the week wes held on 4th June when it was 1o produce
& poater and special leaflets to publicise the various events. A FULL PAOGRAMME OF
'WHICH WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE,

4
RAIL USERS & UNIONS — NEED FOR COMMON CAUSE.

That was the plea of ASLEF General Sscretary, Ray Buckton, when sddrassing the
Fowrth Mational Conference of Rail Users” Groups at Friends' House, Euston on 27th
March

70 delagatos repretanting nearly 40 Groups (from s fer afield s Central Wales, Wey-
mouth, North Devon, Ormikick and Morth Yorkshire together with a substantial
nuimibar from London and the South East] heerd one of the raibweay industry’s more
controveriisl figures give & Trade Union View of the Railweys” Futues, “This,” he said,
“was an optimistic title for there was no certainty that railways had any future i this
cowntry — that ts | thare was mot significent changs n government policy.”

Cars waee becaming 100 expensive and oo environmaentally destructive to satisty the
darmand for mass mobdlity and gwen now less than half all British households had access
o privats road transport, and large nimbers of people — the young, the old and the
poor would alweys depend an public transport — which meant in part rail transport -
for mobility. Rail travel was inhenently more sconomic than other forms — if like were
compared with like — and the more pessengars end goods |t earmied the choaper it

No-one should be deceived by the Govwernment’s excuses that there was no money 1o
ey for & decent rail systerm. Thare was certainly enaugh Tor new road buildeng far
almost & it played down the joint BRE/DTa. report on electrification the Governmant
snnouniced that it would grovide €190 million for the M40 extension from Birmingham
to Ofiond — and this on @ preject wher the Department of Trenaport was ot swin
wrg whether thers would be enough affic to make it worthwhils under 188 own lax
eriteria.

Every country but Britain (axcept porhape the LISA) was bullding up it rall systam and
the French TG had artracted much favourabés comment, in comparison with our own
APT, but one coubd nat reap thie frults of high technolagy without planting the weads
first. Thesa were steady, adeguate investment, high work force morale, consistent
governmeant direction and a degree of publie Interest and commitment — all of which
lexcept maybe the last] ware compicuoushy abient in Britain, It was therefors diffioult
o talk without emotion of the criminal act of vandalism which was now being perpet-
rated on British Rall.

“Aaiwayi cannot ba turned on and off”, ha seéd “io suit the Istest fads of the Treasary ™.
Rall investrment moved showdy and todays’ rail expenditure was the rail system of ten ar
fittean years hence. Bul this slsa worked in reverss and it was f5tally esty for govern:
ments to avoid aven the most ssential renewal and maintenance. Whan the consequences
would not becoma fully apparent wntl after the next election, confranted by a cholce
atwean tax cutls and slsential investmant i was assier 1o choote the Tormar and et
sormecng 2lse pick up the oisoes.

Pulslie control of industries in Britain was a very politicsl imwe which wes perhaps why
succesd ive gowarnmants hed never fully come to terms with 8 netioralised rail Industry,
Even Labour governmants had always adopted an apologetic, even half-hearted attitude
o somiething they had created and never really worked out just what they wanted from
it. Furthermors the rail industry had stwayt borna the brunt of eny public expanditure
euts and if belts had to be tightened BR was always asked to tighten them first, Then
thiare wa the ganeral fealing that the transport of the future would be read trampont
and that railways had more or less had thesr day, That is untll the 1974 oil orisis destr
oyed any cradibility such & wild idea had, but one which 4till lingars tenacicusly in
places whars it can do most damage i in the Mouses of Commons and the Departr

of Transpart.

R
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Obwiously in the future there would need to be & road system but the massive & lane
motorways of the sixties could becoma the transport dinossurs of the futune and

had na place in the |ow-cost, low-snergy comuming rystem which it would demand,
There was & bright future for rail/travel but not unless there wes some gulck decisive
sction. It was common knowledge that BR was receiving from the Gowernment roughly
E£150m. a year less than |t nesded to maintain services ot presant levels, The Govern:
mient was lgoking for any reason not to electrify or for that matter to invest in the
system at all for when maintenance and repair costs were rising BR's investment celling
had besn cut by approx B%. One view might b that the Government had simply decided
that it could do without a rail systam = if that were true then the outlook for the il
warys was indesd very blask.

Mr Buckton concluded by referring to the peculiar sttitude of the British 1o thelr
raitway systam for thers wa vary little organised effective resistance to rall closures and
still less to servics cuts. For examgpde when BR was forced to cut its commutar services
around London by nearly 15% lam year there wes very little organised protest, if any.
Rail users in fact were not & natural pressure group and peaple's idess about transport
— and partieularly rail transport — tended to be contradictory, Most crganisations kad
their vices and to vice of the rail user was parhaps his all too frequent hostility to the
pecple who ran the iyitem. This was somathing of which the Government wers well
avarg and which It usually did its best to encourage.

As o the msue of productivity it was very easy for a government to provoke and orch-
estrate trohle to conceal its own responsibilivy for the edl effect of leck of |nvestmant,
It it didn't want to pay for alectrification it wouldn®t lock very good to say so, 50 why
not impose conditions which it knew would be completely unscceplable to the hard-
pressed work force and them blame It all on them. Referring to the work being done by
RDS ard tha rail wsers groups Mr Buckton felt that the future of the radl aystem
depended upon the rail unionsand the rail users finding eammon cause with one anather
to fight spainst British Fail's “dasth by 8 thowsand cuts™ and referred to what had e
dans sliswhare.

10 years aga an allisnoe of commurters and unions foroed a redical shift in transport
policy in the Paris ares. As a result it now has one of the cheapest and most up-to-date
Fyitema in the world and that we schisved wnder a government on the cordsrvative
side of the political spactrum. This tradition of protest was somewhat slien 1o the
average British Aail user but the threst to the raibway system demandad & relaxation

of this British reticence. Rail wen should not only devalop thelr own Torma of action
and protest bt educate their fallows to do the seme otherwise in 10 years time whan
there was no railway system left to speak of they would only have tharmsslves 1o blasme.

Mr Bueckion's address was followed by a lengthy Ouestion & Answer ssssion for dals
gaios from which it wes |esrnt (inter slia) thet:-

thera was no such thing as continental rostering — different sdministrations tailoring
their methods 1o their own ipecial needs; flaxible rostering was in fact only one of B
items, out of 19, on productivity where BR had tried to impote a solution on rail
drivers; that the problem of the Bedford — St.Pancres slsctric units prose froem|Eues

of railway safety and not from a dispute betwsen ASLEF and NUR: that BR attempts
ooy sell feself o the public would only succesd if it hed 4 “nice apple to sll™ and finally
{and more disturbing) that as many as 10% of drivers had had to give up work because
of the stress and strain of trying to keep traing running on a deteriarating systom.

IN PARLIAMENT No. 15 JULY 1982
Srlected extracts from pariiamentsry questions smd speeches. Comimoni repliss given
by Trarsport Secratary, David Howsell, or his Parllamantary Secretary, Raginald Eyre

unbess olferwise showr.
G = Conservative, ILab, = Labour, Lib. = Liberal.
A aterisk denoten the reply wat given orally,

Freight tratfic falling — need for mora private sidings.

MARCH 10 = John Heddle (C. Lichiield & Tarmworth): What proportion of freight
traffic is carried by rail now companed with the Last five yoears 7

Mr. Eyre: For 1980 sbout 14% hmtﬂmnﬂu.hflu yoars From 1975-80
vary between 14.3 and 15.8%.

M. Hedalle: Do you sgres that the scope for translating frelght back to rail is enormos,
bt not until the unkons streamiing their workng practscss and guarantes that goods
will ba deliversd on tima ¥

Mr. Epre: You are right to sey the scope is lerge and to emphasise the wital importance
of produsctivity,

Roger Stott {Lab. ¢ Investment i also of crucial importance. The
Asmitage report recommended an incrame in Sec. 8 grants 1o provide private rail sidings,
mmmﬁwﬂhlmﬂhuﬁlﬂmﬂm is thee peculise and inkibit-
ing planning conditions that apply to these grants ¥ Wl vou look at this with a viesw 1o
introducing leglslation almed at making thom conditions more amenabls 7

Mr. Epre: We understand the importance of that sspect snd we shall consider the points
that you have raised.

Erc Cockeram (C. Ludiow): Doss not your reply point 1o the declining importance of
the railways ! Doss not that damonstrate the importanca of greater rosds & penditure ?
Mr. Eyre: Unlortunately you are right. Figunes show a siight decling In freight carried
by rail. 1t emphasises the tremandows importance of rellways achieving & compatitive
Kern Eastharn (Lab, Manchaster Blackiey]: You seem to be enthusiastic about the trams-
fer of heawy freight to the roads, Are you prepared fo offset the collapsss of roads and
sowers in many of our cities ?

Mr. Eyre: ¥ou have entinely misunderstood. Thern i scopa for railways to attract more
flruiml-zﬁwnmnm thern to, but it must B8 done on the basis of a compet-
tive BLEF O

Electrification — East Coast Main Line Top Priority.
* Gorden Bageer (Lab. Sunder|snd South|: siked for a staternent on main line electrif-
Me. Howell! The board will first need 1o reasess the fimncial prospects of inter-city
and fraight business in the light of the ASLEF sirilkes.
My, Sagier: Will you wse the recent disputs & an excuse for delay ! Whan will sast
coast main |ine slectrification start 7 ! e
Mr. Howedl: Wa sre looking for progress on tha railways, not sxcuses, East coast main

line is one of the projects that will be at the top of the list when electriflcstion proposals
come forward, The recent strikes mean that traffic forecasts will have 1o be revised.




"
Calin Shepherd (C, Harefard]: Wil you besr in mind that English companies aperating

in the valuabbe overseas market of railway electrification find it difficult © compete
without en pdegquate homas bass 7

Mr. Howell: | am concemed bo sse that iuppl lerm have & pood home bass and maks
progress owerseas. Howewer, slectrification investrient, which is large, must stand ar fall
an its viability in the LUK combt,

Robert Hughes (Lab. Aberdesn Marth): Youw cannol be sllowsd 1o get away with that,
You have had BR's slectrification proposals for mare then bao years, when massive
productivity gains have besn provided by the unions. The industry is fed up with the

rmient wing ewery sxcuse 10 provent investment in BR. You must show soma
oommitment.

Wr. Howell! You are misreprasenting tha situntion. Perhaps you will sxplain to members
of ASLEF that they are putting a veto on productivity increases and therefore on a
good, weall-invested futura for rallways. Productivity |3 the key 1o progress.

DavicsTnaals {Lab, Norwich Morthl: Will you again take up the gquestion of electrifics-
tion with the Chairman of BRY Thare has been an intolerable delay with electrification
under both you and your predecessar. When do you expect to give & timetable for
lectrification of Colchestor to Morwich, which is at the head of BR's list?

Mr. Howell; The bosrd s bound to ook ngein ot trallic Torecasts, previous|y bassd on
amurmptions now in question & @ result of the pointhes, seraelie and welf-dedtructive
strike of ASLEF. That is bound to mean some delay.

Atbert Booth (Lab. Barrow-in-Furness): Why are you grossly misrepresenting the posi-
tipn, when you know that your predecsssor took & decision sgaimt picking up any of
the five main line alectrification options before thers was any question of 8 dispute 7

Mr. Howell: My, predecessor and the Govemment made dlear their commitment in
principle to & 10-year rofling programme on proper conditions, such & that inter-city
ol fraight shouid be run commercially. Unforiunataly, the ASLEF strike has produe-
ed the need for new traffic forecasts. [f you feel so stronghy on the matter, perhaps
m:;ﬂmldinnmchmnimm ASLEF strike would have been in place before demage
W B.

Roger Woate: |C. Faversham): Many Conservative MPs regard  the ebectrification prog-
ramms a5 esmential for @ modern raflway, but it depands on modern sttitudes fram ail
the unions involved. Do you agree that more damage has been done 1o the Investment
proipects of BR yb the ASLEF dispute than any othes factar in recent years

M. Howell: Yas.

Chunnel — Minister agrees need for decision,
" Nicholss Winterton (C. Maoclesfield | and Philip Whitshesd' (Lab. Dierby Morthl:
askad for an snnouncement of policy towandy the Channel Tunmal,

Mr. Howedl! | axpact to receive the report of tha Anglo-French study group in the
course of the next few weeks. | shall then wish to ditowss it with sy French counter-
part, but | do rot expact a declson to be long delayed.

M. Winterton: How will the sdditional funds be provided for BR if, s the Govesnment
have implied, they would like a T-metre rathar than o B-rmetre tunne| ?

M. Howell: If a schemp involves sxctre expenditure by BR, that would hawe to be taken
info congidaration when flxing it investment ceilings,

Mr. Whitehead: Ara you sware of the old saying “Hope deferred maketh tha heart sick™?
ks there not & naed for & speedy decision on this major project ?

Mr. Howell: The Anglo-French stucdbes have gone ahead quickly. Once the French be-
cama irvelved in B studiel, they moved quickiy,

Michae! Marshal! [C, Arundasll: What i your understanding of the invelvemant of
private French capital ?

Mr. Howell: On this side sight groups have put forward schemes s promoters for the
fixnd Channel link. On the Franch side there is greater inclination to look at market
sourcss of finanos than st purely Stete rescurces, & wal orginally wggeited,

All the above questions ware asked and answared on MARCH 10. Mrs. Thatcher haxd
been expected to discuss the Channed link a1 her mesting with President Mitverand in
May, but no statement was eventually made on this subject — cnly on the Falk|ands
erisls.

MAY 12 ** Teddy Tayfor, Robert Adley [C. Christchurch & Lymington) and others
asked more guestions on the Channed Tunnsd.

Sir Albert Costain [C. Folkestone & Hythe]: Had the previcus scheme not be cancalled
the tunnel would have been open next year. fre you sware that Folkestone has had 1o
put up with indecition for 15 yearsT

Mr. Howsll! | the need not to repeat the long delays and uncertainties of past
wears. | recognise nieed for a decision and shall try to meet it

%% At the time of writing Teody Taplor (C. Southend East) was due to ask the
Transport Secretary for a stetement on the tunne| on June 18. | have been unsble 1o
anguire of him the purpots of the guestion, but he told me sarller he s nat a great
supparter of thi propect. et

Lorries — Case for controls + weight increasas.
MARCH 10 * Gary Watler (C. Brighouse & Spenborough) and Sydney Chaprman
iC. Chipping Barnet] asked for & statement an implamenting the propodals in his White
Papar on “Lomries, People and the| Environment.”
Mr. Howell: Consultations with locsl authority sssociations hawe included discussions
won their more affective e of powens to control lorries and their routeing. | sm sso
oonsulting local suthorities shout the sstablishmeant of lorry action areas for thi placss
worst sffected by lorry traffic,
Adr. Walier: Will you confirm that changes in rates of duty payable on heavy lorries will
aniure that thess vehicles pay their rack costs 7 That la one of the mein recommends-
thong of the Armitage Feport.
Mr. Howell: The Chancellor of the Exchequer has propased that vehicles excise duty on
the haavier lorriss should be substantially incresed — by, | beliave, about a guarter,
Dawid Crowch [C. Canterbury): Which will corme first — hesvier lorries, safety reguire-
ments, bypassss, molofweys, routs control .. . .7
Mr. Howell: The packasge of contrals that | baliews i necetsary to prevent a bad situs
tion getting worse must go hand in hand with any changes in maximum weights. At the
same time 3 substantial bypass programme has been speeded wp.




A%

Cordon Bagler (Lab, Sundsrland South] : Whatewer tha I:hlmunqr i daing aisout ) mast-
ing the track costs, that in no way comaes nesr to putting the anwirahment costs right.
Do you agree that the vast number of people are absalutsly against an increass in borry

waighta? Will you give an sssurancs that you have no Intention of sgresing o thoss
weights coming into operation #

Afr. Howell: There is a strong case for @ comprahansive package of contrals. That ought
to po hand n hand with allowing & heavier maximum weight, to allow the industry to
compate and find the extrecost of these controls. That i & sensible and belanesd
apprgaich

MP WANTS BRANCH LINES PRIVATISED

MARCH 16 * John Farr (C. Harboroughl: sought losve, under the 10 minute ruls,
10 bring a private membar's bill to provide for the sale of the ancilliary asets of BR.
This was celea bedl,

Adr. Farr said his Bill required BR to get out of Progsrty, catéring, hatels and shipping
businesses and 1o concentrate on the single purpote of am efEciently run notwork, |
am aware that the 1962, 1968 and 18981 Tramsport Acts enable the Board to HEOrCig
its powers of disposal, Since the 1981 Act the aconomic postion of the raltways has
dramatically worsened. My proposals requirs the dispossl of BR's 26 hotels, 30 SEA~
LINX ships and 13 raifway workshaps.

| now turn to what | belleve to be a new lease of life for the branch lines. BR oper-
1 about 20,000 miles of track snd is threatening to close 3,000 miles of it undess thie
Governmant inject more than £700 million, Every mile of permanant wiay et after
Beaching is a national asset. The Bl would st up a hadding company to take cver -
third, or 7,000 miles, of track at once, with tha duty o dispese of thoss lines to local
consortis of businam men, industrislists and hotel snd tour|st interests, With locsl know-
ledge, business scuman and enthusiasm, | balisve they would gain o new leass of life.
That system has been tried successfully abvoad, notably in Switzerland, where State-
ownad and indepandant operators wark In haremany,

Making the traditional sposch for the oppaslng side:-

Peter Snape (Lab.|West Bromwich East): ssid tha fascinating idea Mr. Farr had put
forwerd was that for the private managernent of rural services. Sut who wowla by
thern? Among the famous 40 branch lines often cited by Gowernment supporters =
Fipa for clomure, the cost-to-earnings ratio was 2% 1o 1, Theee was not a shred of avl-
dence that councils would be willing to spend more = or inchesd anvwthing — an local
ol services. I the Bill wers sccepiad there would be no future for stations such as
Malion Mowdhray, MNarborowgh or Oakham, in Mr Earr's o county. He clted the
precedent of Switzerland, He has 8 point, as the Swiss are etremaly good 51 subaldi-
ing thalr railway sarvices.

Thelr financial contribution 1o the renning of the federal railways B four times
greater than that of any Government in this country in the last 20 yoars. That is
perhaps the oaly precedent that the Gowvernment would be wise to follow. Shear finan.
cial necessity is only one barrel of the shotgun that the Government is halding to BR's
hoscd, The bosrd i slbresdy under noties Lo sl o its horesl pnd shipping interests. The
Bill is nonzanss,

Leave o bring in the Bill was refused by 186 votes to 152 & majority of 14,
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Please note the new represantatives for SOUTH WALES & NORTHANTS.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING — 19882 — RESOLUTIONS

The following Resolutions wers passed st the meeting heid in Reading and will be sent

sppropriate y Opposition Spakesman, Chairman of B.R,
{1} This Society believes that
links ]
E;:- 10 it. should o ot
mﬂumu earmarked for such an airport, and the
limks be safeguarded other developrments until the
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT TO THE A.GM. — 24th APRIL 1982

With the genersl recession and the of purse strings 1881 was a difficult year
far many prganitations and our did not therefore increass s much as we
had hoped. However, in many ways it has been a year of progress for R.D.5.




Our AG.M. in Shettield, on 26th April, was
uricpected spell of arctic westher with heavy
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Mational Committes for the year 1982-83

CHAIRMAN:

VICE-CHAIRMAN:
GENERAL SECRETARY:

MHON, TREASURER:

Oroher hlembers.
WA H . Apsey,

E.A.Barbary,

W Barfield,

o Bayan

L.J Boylett,

0.1 Braciry,
G. L Collert,

WL Fraitag,
T J.Garrod,

Miss H.Lingard,

A Macquesn,

D_F.Ogilvy.

H.G.M. Rogers,

Dr. M_P.L_Caton, 10, Grosvenor Gandens,
Upsmninater, Essen
[Tel: Upmninster 26881 W. 01582 3060 x 3182)

5.F Wilkinson, 52, Manor Park, Huton, Cambridge
(Tel: 022 023 3881 'W. (MB0 62283)

A.J. P Townend, Stiullans, Sevenoaks, Kent
(Tel: 0732 458261)

A_RA Macquean, 20, Culgaith Gardens, Enfisld,
Middx. EN2Z TPE.
(Tel: 01-263 2874}

B9 Torbey Rosd, Londan NG,
(Tel: 01-328 1268 'W. 806 4040 = 2751)

“Poplar View", Fommoor Lane, Ebley, Stroud,
Glos. GLS 400
[Tel: D45 382 2147)

108, Berwick Rasd, London E18 305
[Tal: 01474 5722 W.01-980 4414 = 317

12, Morris Field Croft, Hall Green,
Birmingham, B28 0RN
(Tel: 021 745 G001 'W. 021-235 3003/9044)

16, Athenssun Fosd, Whetstone, Londan M20 B8
{Tel: O1-446 0537)

68, Dore Rosd, Dovre, Sheffield, 517

62, Glanwliiz Road, Bromiey, Kent, BR2 SLW
(Tel: 00-460 1722 W. 01-213 AB420

22, Crevalls Fosd, Harpanden, Hert.
iTel: GI08E)

15, Clapham Raad, Lowastoft, Sutfolk, NR3Z 1RO
(Tel: 0502 81721 'W. 0603 28181 x 44)

8, Backham Lang, Winchester Rload, Petersfleld,
Hants, GLIZ2 38U
{Wessex Branch Represantativel

20, Culgaith Gardens, Enfield, Middx. EN2 TPE
[Ted: O1-363 2874)

“Treas™, 118, Bucknalls Lane, Garvon, Watlord,

Harti.
[Tel: 09273 72143}

B4, Cowper Road, London W7 1EJ
[Ted: O1-587 5781)




C.F.Rowa, Worlds
m 148, End Lane, Chelsfield,
(Tel: D6BE 52536)

Dr.F.G.Tomlins, 1. The Ridgewsy, Chinglord, Londan E4 BON
P.Waketiald, 43, High Street, Dakington, Cambwidge, CB4 BAG
Mel: 022 023 3230)

Criher Officars: Mot on Nations! Committes,
‘Hon, Auditar: R.C.Craigen, 3, Lays Road, Cambridgs.
H.G.M.Rogers, [sddress abova)

L.J.Bayletr, {address abovel
ALF Johnson, 38, Grange Park, Ealing, W5.

Commitwes.  (Correspondence thould normally be sddressed 1o the first
namied mamber - mmamﬁmnnmml

Finance & General Purposes: MP 5.F
- -4 oy L Caton, 5.F Wikinson, R.JP.Townand,

Branches & Aress;  W.J.Faraher (Sec.) Grove, lpswich

Tal: D473 217830} H.AHMMIL:J.LIH.I b i
.Hll' Tharnes Vall hﬁhlhﬂl.
W.L.Freiteg (L & H.C,, ﬂi,lllm‘fd.hmmm
MMH.W?MH.T“.HNM
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RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY

INVITE YOU TO JOIN ITS MONTHLY LOTTERY = with a chance to wim
cash prizes and at the same time to assist the soclety's cause.
Half of the proceeds will go into the GENERAL FUNDS of RDS while
the other half will be distributed each month im the form of

10 CASH PRIZES so the more members who participate the larger
will be the pool of prize money.

FIRST PRIZE - 407 of the pool THIRD PRIZE - 107 of the pool
SECOND PRIZE - 20% of the pool FOURTH PRIZE - 6% of the pool

There will them be 2 prizes of 51 each; 1 of 4% each and 1 final

“prizes of 3% each. With 500 members (at £1.00 per head) this
Iu_nu.._ provide £250 per month which could be allocated to prize soney with:

FIRST PRIZE L£100 SECOMD PRIZE £50 THIAD PRIZE £35 (119

Chances can omly be bought by crediting the RD5S Account at Barclays Bank PLC
125, Bramley Road, Southgate, W1& &4UZ by the &th day of each month. Those
whose "ticket" momey appears on the sccount that day will them be able to
participate in the draw on the following 16th of the sonth, If the 16th falls
on & weakend or a bank holiday the draw will take place on the next working day.

Mo tickets will be issued in order to keep the administration costs to a mini-
mus, but the chances will be recorded at 25p sach to comply with the Lotteries
Act. To save costs we suggest & minisua of £1.C0 & head - hence the format of
the BANKERS ORDER below.

To participate, just complete the attached form snd semd it to me. This will
be sent on to your bank. Leave the "Ref, Mo." space blank.

..y
The draw will take place each month at 20, Culgaith Gardens, Enfleld, Middx.
at moon on 16th (subject to the proviso above).

H.B. OMLY RDS MEMBERS MAY PARTICIPATE

A. H. Macquesn
Fromo ter

G G e e e e o T NN RN M M e T T T T T e

To: A.R. Macqueen, 10, n._.“u_-ﬂnm Gardens, Enfleld, Middx., EN: TPE

FPleass include me In the purchase of & tickets at 25p for each £1.00 subscribed,
on my behalf, monthly vntil further notice.

IPIN FERERERB AR RARnS " BEE S EEE SRR STIGNED Ema R B AR R R G
ADDRESS I R R R L B R ER RN R FEBABEEE RS EE

L O e FHEFERFATERE R R R A D R DR R R R R EE RE R R R @@

BANKERS ORDER

TO cesssnssas ssissssessnns Bank PLC Sort Code ..ceccscscerccsccnanna
MMESES sosntsnsiorerisainstsean s sbssototnistanatasstissisisdtattnansinis
Fay Barclays Bank PLC (Oskwood Branch) 125, Bramley Road, Southgate, W14 &UZ,
For the credit of the ADS current account no. 20727792, No. 2 (Promatiom).

?HE -..ﬂﬁ- E-. R E R R R NN E Sum Iﬁ £ B R e E R R AH.-__“—.H must
be a whole number of pounds) on Ind of the month, and monthly thereafter
wntil further notice.

.?..‘_.ﬂ E._. ‘. u ﬂ — .H — ._. " “ .ﬂu—.ﬂﬂ.lﬂ R R




Editorial Bosrd': [Railway Dovelopment Mews): LW, Barfield, A, Bavan,
G.LCollett, W.AH.Apsey, JENis & K. Willson,

T.J.Garrod, F.G_Tomlins, M.G.Crowhurst, D.F Ogilvy, W.LH.
ma:lwhm“:ﬂﬂ.ﬂhﬁ mmm.l
(To sdvise existing re-openings campaigns snd 10 co-ondinate thess at nationsl
Mhuimhﬁﬂ—hﬂmuw bt it will co-operate
-Immm-ﬁnmnm hﬂmhm
Write to the General Sacratary.

Inghamghire las far a and including Buck|

:'ﬂﬂtqr l-ﬂﬁ'ﬁpnuhl_h‘l:ﬂilﬂﬂw Hampshire (towns

Bravch Sscretary: ﬁ..l.l“*lﬂa.lmlrﬂl.nui Brodkley, SE4 2EH
Tel: 01-732 32320

Miclands:  (West Midlands, Heveford & Worcester, Shropahire, Staffordshire
and Wanwickshine) 2

Branch Secretavy: A.Bevan, 12, Morris Field Croft, Hall Green, Birmingham
nunﬂn [Ti mimmh

East Arghia: *. Essex {north of and includ-
hhﬂd.ldrhTwnu m“um.:.

Branch Secretary:  T.J.Garrod, ﬂﬂ'—\mmm
HHH‘!IEL Tel: 0502 81721}

Vorkshire: (West, North & South Yorkshirs, N.Humberside)
Branch Secretmry:  D.J.Bradbury, 50, Dore Road, Dore, Shatfiskd 5.17

Grear Northern Outer Subcrban: lh-nidlmﬂ'ﬂmm
City s far a8 Royston and St Neats)

Branch Secretary: :_lrJ-HIIl‘:' H.Huhﬂu.wmllfm

m Samerset north of the
lhu-.ﬂhnt-ﬂ-. -'-lmt

Branch Secretary- IH [ '“"
Sercud, €. ol th

Wessex, |(Dorset - (s far north ui

- las tar north as and inchuding

ﬂ-muwii-lllu u-h.m-fm

Granch Secretary:  Mim Hazel Lingard, 9, Beckham Lane, Winchester Road,
Petersfipld, Hanee GU3Z 380U




Areas!

Northumberiand & Duharm: (Northumberlend, Tyne & Wear, County Durham
- gxcept for Dadington * See below]

Arsa Represmniative: A Macauley, 27, Hewson Place, Sheril! Hill, Gawshead
MNED BOS

Teas-sice: [Clevsland and the area of Co.Durham around Darlington )

Arps Representative’  5.J.Benwon, 610, Yerm Road, Eaglesclifie, Stodkton-
on-Teas, Cleveland.

Lancashire;  (incheding Cumbria for the time being)
Arsa Represnfative: BN Watts, 16, Stanley Avenue, Lower Perwortham,
Preston, Lancs. (Tel: 743371)

Mersysde!
Ares Repremnitative: R Wilson, 8, Dutton Drive, Bebington, Wirrsl,
Merseyside, LEIJBAE  (Tal: 061-334 8738}

North Wales:  [Counties of Gwynedd & Clwyd)

Arpa Represmntative; M. Davies, Liys Mensi, Menal Avenue, Bangor,
Gwrynedd, LLE7 ZHH

Chesfire:  [including the southem| part of Greater Manchestar)

Arma Represciatie:  JAaguith, 24, Links Rosd, Romilay, Stockpart,
Cheshira.

East Midlands:  (Dertyshire, Mottinghamshire & Leicestershirs)

Ares Repressritstive: 5.0 Herropp, 72, Empress Road, Derby, DE3 BTE
i Tal: OO3T 4 7EE1)

Morth Lincolmshire & South Humberside:  [Lines,, north of and including
Lincoln and Fisby + Nawsrk, Retford and South Humbersidal

Ares Represevtatie: M. Savage, 5, Meville Street, Clesthorpes, South
Humberside, D38 7PZ  (Tel: 0472 608938)

South Lincodrshire: |Lincalnshire - south of an including Skegness snd
Metharingham)

Arps Repressntabtive: P B Jowet, B, Despdale Drive, Leasingham, Sleaford,
Lincs.

Aroy Representative:  BID.5.Chaplin, 2, Park ﬁ:l‘l?l Harringworth Roed,
Gretton, Corby, Northants, (Tel: Rockingham 7704 16)

Thames Valley:  (Oxfordshine, Buckingharmshine - west of Buckingham,
Ayleshury & High Wycombe) snd Berkshire (Resding and west themsal)

Ares Repredentative: Fev, T.0.Comber, 32, Alexendra Road, Dxiond
QX2 0DB (Tel: OBES 44837)

South Wales:  (Gwent, Mid, South & West Glarmorngan, Powys & Dyfed)

dres Representstive; R Mackay, 58, Malford Growe, Gilwern, Abergavenny,
Gwent NPT ORMN.  (Tel: DBT3 B31504)

[nlln_i
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much needed — income !-' the Socieny.

- FULL DETAILS AND mnnr FORM

ENCLOSED WITH THIS ISSUE

OF RON and the first R 1982 or as soon a3 we have

in
a MINIMUM OF 30 s P



effactiveness of the organiation must be demermined bey the membership. So
Whnm““-ﬂhhumim

ACTION NOW, PLEASE! DFO

PS, DO YOU RUN YOUR OWN BUSINESS ~ If vou run (or have any influence in

that you will worthwhile discounts to RDS
o VS AT e e T e
above address),

—

HELP wmmullmmw-mmﬂm
for nst the rosd , in Jenuary; snd this s still ava from the
mmﬂnm.MMm London WS. ThajSubComm:

ittee is continuing to collect — on matters like rosd sccidents, direct and In-
e o "'":'F._“"mﬂ v syt
to up-date ot %0

umﬁahdhr:lﬂ to Mr. B.).Eyre, ﬂ?mnnﬂﬂnm-l.
Maredich, IRA,

HAVE YOU MOVED — HAVE YOU RENEWED? - if you have moved
recantly and heve not received “RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT it s pesaibly

becouse we are not psychic. Plasse therefore & line 1o the Secretsry,
Mr, |-|.|:lﬂII inot any othor membar uﬁm;:ll.mﬂ-d.
Lendon W7 1EJ — (a8 for vour Travelcard),

On refiaction if you haven't you may not be reading this.

ALSO REQU| RENT MEMBERSHIP OF ADS. A now styls
's enclosed for thoss membars whese subscription is now due :

INTERNAT CONTACTS

?ﬂwhughﬂnﬁ'ﬂmgﬁ“. such Growp the SOUTH EASTERN

mmﬂ’ﬂ mﬂ;mhﬂﬁ:ﬂ would welcome
mamber who :uwﬂhumm an ftemn &

at the addréss pivon above.
PHOTOS OF CLOSED LINES - Formes o Committee Mamber Mike
Iines wmmavﬁ-ﬂ ﬂhﬁuh ﬂ:.
or at

PUBLISHED BY THE RAILWAY SOCIETY for the
PUBLISHS RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT for the axcluive inform-

Editar: J.W.Barfisid

Alio it your membership subscr Fﬁmﬁﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ‘lﬂﬂ!!!# Enﬂﬂ- i
have ot renswed (look at the o h is the 4
lmﬂﬂﬂ#ﬁlﬂﬂmmmm &mﬁ .

bt pﬂmhﬂ- ;

Jay's Bill on L.T. is debated — then ditched

APRIL 23 After the first reading of the Traraport |London) Act 1988 (Amendrmant]
Bill o February 9, passed by & mapority of 28

Dougiss Jay |Lab. Battersea North): opened tne second resding debate explaining: “It
is @ bill dasignad firet, 1o clarity the Lew, which & now in donfusion, and mcondly, 1o
prevent major damage being done to London Transaart and London's sCanay by
excessively high fares. It s not a subject for party political slogans. ™

The Bill retained the principle that LT must balaree current revenus and expenditure
as fiar a8 procticable, but it mede clear that grants from the O LC might be couried =
reverus by LT, That was sleaacdy done as an accounting practice by many non: Landan
transport authorities. it left the question of policy and the amount of grant to ba
decided by the two alected public suthorities concernad — the Govarnment lar thgir
subsidy and, for the rates grant, the GLC. The car commuter, even though he did not
use LT services, was greatly benefined by their existence.

Great damage was being done 1o LT. The cautious interpretations of the law by LT
rreant daing what was commercially impossibla: balansing revenvse and costs wilthout
Eounting grants from the rates as revenue. This sirssdy meant worm services, prohibi.
tive fares, less Investmant, lost employment, and a vicious circle of decline in LT, Faras
would have to go on rising if the begal situation continued. The cut in fares in Orciober
TEEY bad e a0 ritew i passengar lourmeys of 11%% on buses and 7% on the Undanground
— @ riss in productivity and efficiency, which we ars all baing urged to promate, The
same rurmisar of drivers and conductors carried more paszangers. That & what produet-
Wity manmng,

The doulbling of fares on March 21 (he continusd] hes dresdy bad 1o & lods of mare than
16%% in passenger traffic. LT had lost & millien bus poassangary #very day. That i a fall
in productivity, We sometimes forget that the LCC tramways were started with how
fares 70 or BO years ago. precisely to help thoss on very low pay. We ere In danger of
forgetting that low-cost travel 1o work benafits tha whols ommundty. The cost to the
average London domestic ratepayer of the reduced fares introduced last sutumn Wk
tess per week than the cost of one gallon of petrol.

The situstion involves unjusti fied discrimination against Londan. In Merseyside the
transport suthority i givan powers that are denbed in Lenden, In Greater Manchester
SR services raised only 47% of total costs from fares revenus in 1880/81, Tyne & Wear
raised only 43% of total costs. BR and the National Bus Company receive substantisl
tubsidies. Sir Peter Maseflald has givan his suppairt 1o my Bill. The Gowernement would
b taved much future trouble if they took It ovar.

Mr. Eyre. Hore is a Bill which i a parlismentary curiosity: ans rearinted throwgh advert
mements & if it had the remarkable quality of produsing ancrmaus Tinancial banafi
without any financial costs. It was the unreasonablensis of the GLEC"s sctiors which
produced the present high fares, high-rates pesition. Two-thirds of Londen's rates am
borne by industry and commerce, which have no votes in the locsl ballat b, vt whoss
continued prosperity is vital to all Londoners. Let me spell the right way forsard

Last month the Minister wrote to the GLC requiring it to prodisos 3 plan, taking as a
ttarting assumgtion the level of resources approved lollowing the palicies and o g a-
mimas last yoar, to spell out how Londanen could fet better bus and tubs sarvices for
s Man ey, o analyss where the money s now being spant and whare there i sEOpe
to 1arget resources more sffectively. London has failed to achieve the levels of product-
iwity of the transport executives in other major conurbatians. The GLC has besn tald
that if, when its considersd plan is brought forward, wa find that any real legsl difficul-
ties exist, we are prepared to consider whether amendrment of the lsw is needed. Fush-
ing into Instant legislation to turn the clock beck & no selution.
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Afver the'chaos snd incaompetence of the lkast 10 months, the time is chearly at hand for
maor change in the way thal transport |s organised in the capital. The Gowernmsent will
st out fully the ideas that aro doveloping foe o better arganised oy stem, &0 well as taking
# closa interest in the proposals that the Select Commities on Trarsport will shortly
put forveard. Afer the disamers, feilures and ilegality of the so-called experimants of
recent months, the wi-up cannot be left & it i IF the GLC will not put its house in
order, the Governmant will hawve to imposs their own solution,

Robert Hughes [Lab. Aberdesn Morthl: In his heart the Undar-Seomntary knows that @
good transport Fystem i essantial for our capital, and for most capitats. Many major
cithes throwghout the workd heave heavy public trenapart subsidies. | rafer not W0 count-
rigs that aro regarced s pillars of socialiem, but %o cowntrios swch at Amarica, wher
major cities get high lewels of public support. | must dispose of the idea that If tourists
gpand bess on public renspart, they have more o spend in the shops and in that way
provide for the ratepaying capssity of thow very buainese. | wonder wht happenisd
to the slection manifesto of 1978, | thought the great drive was to free locsl suthorities
fram Whitehall control, yet the first time an slected local rmment in the capital
showa same initiative, the Gosernment stamp on it and o help,

Jahn Witkinsan |G, Runlip Morthwood): 1t would be wrong for me to conceal the fact
that the latest increases in LT fares, introduced on March 21, ane almost intolevable,
mhlhfuﬂmtenhnmmmhmnudﬁumbruhﬁmimrn
vy constltuents season toket oo King's Cross cost £330, When he rensws his ticket it
will copt E032, A sesaon ticket from Ruldlip or Nerthwood to the West End costs
almost £BOD.

Last year LT employees recaived an 11% pay increass from the GLE in May, when the
baus drivers had slresdy senled in April 1';?1 | believe LT s service is far too import-
ant 1o ba left undar the [urisdiction of the GLC. It should be made into an autonomous
public corparation, the services should be sutomated and overmanning eradicated. Only
whvan the most fundamental review has taken place shoubd further wbsidy be considerad.
My constituents know the burden of fares they must besr. LT fares heve sscalited in the
last mightt years, Inetficiency started long bafora tha chargs of sdministration st County
Hall but the consequencas of what has happened since need to beurgently considered.
Sarmue/ Sitkin {Lab. Southwark & Dulwich): It seems extraondinary that London should
be wnder grester restriction than the rest of the country. Congestion in London is
greater than eleewhara and therefors its neads are greater, Tha Minister did not mention
the econamic consequences of congasted roads. My .constituency does not have any
Uinderground station, but of the enormous number of letters and patitions | heve re-
coived insupport of Mr. Jay's Bill {and of “Fares Fair*'l 100 to 1 are in favour, notwith:
standing the fact that they will be peying the rates — they have buses, but services ane
limited — and cannot board a tubse train whers they Bve. If peoplewho do net have the
lrmmacliote banafit of the services thatl we want o make it sssker to provide are nof in
favour of that provision, that & mer my experisnca.

Ml Tharne (G ford Sowth): The behaviour of the GLC has been wcandalows. Much
af the money now baing spant is for political purposes. Claarly subsidies shauld be
given but kepl in proper bownds. Subsidies are given o the Parls system, but there (3
flexible rostering in Paris, | request the Minister 1o look ot what is happening ot the
GLC and, if he shares my view that the Council is not conducting itself properly in the
renning of LT, o teke this duty away from it

Albere Sealfare (Lab. 51 Panerss North]: Members have spoksn of etters they have
recoived, and | suspect most of them were in favour of “Fores Feir™. Support shown
for the GLCs transport policy in correspondence has probatdy been heavier than that

Vil
o any ather isus for the last two or three years. | have recsived hundreds of letters
from people who support the Gowernment on every other issue sutept this one, and
wio gre now mking me to impres on the Govermmant the noed for the Bill, 1o get the
position back 1o what it waa.

Dwle Campbe/l-Savours | Lab. Workington) {interveningl: Support for the Bill goes far
and wide, In Workington the Bill can have an impact on the jobs of 400 people, We
producs the Titan bus for London. The low fares policy of the GLC wnder Ken Living
stons incremed bus arders. Throughouwt the country — and cartainly in my constituendgy
— there is firm support for this legislathon.,

idr. Stafard: That underfings what we have baen saying in London — that it is not
solely & London problerm.

Tovn Graham (Lab. Co-op Enfield, Edmonton ) [intervening): | have recelved & |stier
witich syn: "1 am Tory by natune, but would like to think wunssd fish. | heve lived in a8
riumber of European cities which subsidised public transport and cannot praise enough
the cleaner, les polluted, mone weed [consequently mons efficient) ameneties at the
axpanse of a emall rate supplemant, which can be repaid with a little use of & mudch
irnproved gyatem. Yours, Tory, house and car owner.”

My, Stafarg: AN of us could repest that letter,

Michasl Shersby |C. Uxbridge): | am in favour of cheap fars, but it is wrong to finance
therm gut of the rates, | have received strong representations from retined congtituents
urging mMe 10 oppose & return to cheap feres at the expense of ratepayers. | am strangly
in fevour of subsidees,

Az the tirme limit was spproaching, Mr, Jay intervened 1o move that “the gueition be
put™ (thus to sllow the Bill to pass through fts further stages. )

Owputy Speaker Barnard Weathenil (C. Croydon ME|: replied that 14 other members
wished to spaak, ond the debate (briefly summarisedlabove) hed lasted lets than two
hours, Robert Maflish (Lab. Bermondsey]: stked for the debate to be clowed. " This h

a furdamental mettar cn which the Housa wants the opponunity to wete.” The Deputy
Spssker refused, Mr, Shersby contineed speaking and was stopped by the time limic
The debate wes dus 10 be resumed on My 7, bt in the svent ws further postponsd,
so tha Bill appears to be virtual |y desd.

MAY B8 Derek Foster [Lab. Bishop Auckiand): put down an sarly day motion
vimwiing “with grave concern the proposed dosure of BR Enginasring’s works at Shildon,
Co. Durham.™ This was signed by 93 MPs, Dawid Stocdiart (Lab. Swindon]; sdded an
pmandmeant, deploring the pertisl clodure of Swindon works, which was signed by 13
WP Frank Hooley |Lab, Hosloy) sdded a furthe amendment, urging that, "thairwealth
of skills and expertise should be used to help thind world countries in the dewlopment
of much-nesded raihvay networks."”

The matton was nof debaird.

G.L.C. MAY LOSE CONTROL OF L.T.

MAY 12 " Affred Dube (Lab. Battersea South): Have you received sy reperessnt-
ationg concerming legidation affecting LT fares?

Mr. Epre: The Minster has discussed the mamer with LT and the unions. It is two months
tince he asked the G LT to prepare o balanced plan.

i, Dubs; LT does not know whiether [ would be legal to make capital irvestment &t
prosant: is it ot utterly frurtrated 7
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Mr. Eyre: Ther: (s 8 misundarstanding. Considerable resources are available to the GLC.
Roger Sims: (C. Chiselhurst): If action is not taken soon by the GLE, will the Minister
step in and take action himself?
Mr. Eyre: There ia widespresd seppart for remaving responsibility for LT from the GLC.
Willinen Marnilton |Lak., Fite Central]: Where 7
Mr, Eyre: We have baen examining a numbar of ideas. The Minister will sct as necessary.
M. Jay: May | remady this misundarstanding? By sitting around and doing nothing
mih LT sinks into chaos, the Minister i3 failing 1o carry out the job for which he is

.
Mr, Epre: The Minlster said he would be glas to hear from the Leader of the GLC how
wark on the plan was procesding, It is up 1o the GLC to mepand.

Jatvn Fvbealer |C., Paddi J: Whan will sormerthing ba done about the overmanning
and inefficiency that lesd 1o high fares?
Mtr. Byre: Matters with regard 1o the conduct of transport are for LT.

Altrért Booth: (lab, Barmow-in-Furness): LT has estimated that fare increases will result
ina 17% drop in bus ond 12% drop in tubs pesengeri. That points to LT being fornosd
to operate 3 keleton service for 8 largely viay-at-home population ¥

Mr. Eyre: Fares are too high, but that is the fault of the GLC for the crary circumstan:
o4 It has produced. Reports of loss of patronisge sre exsgpersted.

MARCH 25 The Travel Concessions [Londan) Bill — providing senbor citlzens with
continuing free fares on London Transport whan other fares ware doubled — was givan
& third reading in the House of Lords and passed. Lord Belfwin (Parfiamentary Under
Secretary of State for the Envirenmentl: sasd: “Benlor citizens cuttide the GILC ares
whio use Londan tubes will not have the free concestlonary fares that apply in London,
The maxirmum some will pay will increase from BOp to £1.20. Couwples wiho &re pension-
s living, say, in sdtates bullt by the GLC outsids their srea will pay £2.40 1o travel to
sow thair relatives in Inner London, & sgainet 40p now.

MARCH 31 In a writtan reply to lan Grist (C. Cardiff Morth). who asked sbout BR's
fimamcial suppoart for the current year.

Ade. Howsli zalel: He had announced |ast MNovember an exceptions incresse of £110

il licn im the grant pald to tha BRE |n 1881, This incmaee recogrised tha deteriorstion
in passengar revenue in 1881, [n its clsim for grants for 1982 the Board had to demen-
strate that fiom action hed been taken on unlt oo, The Board originally submitted a
claim for B85 million, or D80 million sbowe the grant in 1081, “Mast of this results
from increasas in cost rather than a fall in revenus. | judge that the grant for 19832
should be EB10m. Bacause of the change in national insurance surcharge, this is now
reducsd 1o B804 milllon.

Tha leval now settied sccords with the decision that the |oss caused by the ASLEF

dispurte should not be met a1 the taxpayers’ expende, and that any excess on the 1881-
B2 external financing limit will ba offsst against the limit for 198283, The board's

oormmitment 1o scoslersied dapossl of amerts will maks an imporent coeviributhon,””

Prepared by Loui Hipperion & Jock Ellis (Raitway Devolopmant Sociaty]
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After tha hectic morning delogates 1plit up inte 3 Workehops to discuss:-

{s)  Fares Policy: which concluded that BR's existing fares structire was too
cofmplen; that it was important to get scroes to peopls the tres cout of motar
ing and revealed strong support for an “Investors” Reilcard ™ to fill the gap left
ey other mone well-known offers and possibly replace some of them:

b]  How to win friends and influence people: which came up with many use-
ful suggestions in this field, such a5 the need to be well-informed {i.e. through
contact with BR and local suthorities) and finally;

fe]l  How to gain, kesp and involve members: (it was important to build up a
substantial memborihip, who should be made to feal they were getting some-
thing for their money).

The concluding plensry session dealt with proposals for the future, including the need: -
tor comtinued co-operation betwean RDS and Users” Groups; continued pressura for
alectrification snd construction af a Channel Tunnel; & higher lavel of contact with
E‘I.P:; rprupnudulmnl: an rail' re-opening schemes and for Groups to respond to tha

ren Paper on ofalissd Industries’ Consumer Councils, wnging that the T.U.C.Cs
b given more testh, s

Allin alll it was the biggest and best Conference the Sociaty has organised 1o date not
only & regards the number of delegates and Groups represented but in relation to the
press coverage which & speaker of Mr Buckton's calibre was abls to attract. Furthermore
many dlagates went homae with & somewhat more informed view of the Unians’ side in
the disputes which at present unfortunately still plagus BR,

To keep the momantum gaing las reported slsewhers in this issua) fu i
Irlplmﬂdhﬂu.ﬂuu:l:n'." R R SR a

Regional Notes

LONDON & HOME COUNTIES

Mambers in oll arem will refoice that London — following the sxample of Mewcastis
on-Tyne — is considering tentative plans for & light railway, The trains cowld run wlong:
side road traffic “likce trams’” says the Greater Londen Council's pamplet introducing
the wdes. Ona, two and thres car trains are suggested, and the proposal saems 1o be for
a lighvier typa of system than the Tynesids one,

The object i 1o provide better publle transport between the Gity of London and
Dodklands area which ls being redaveloped. The scheme ha.iﬂ-:!l'!w'.rtl Been 'I:I'l-nugh‘t?m

in much detail, but tentative plans are on display in public libraries in East London and
interested parties were invited to send comments to the GLC (TD/A/PR), County Hall,
Freepost, 5E1 1BP. Even now it might be worth while writing to urgs the advantagas of
light rail over buses, despite the Initisfcost, estimated a1 £60m. for the first phase. Speed
= up to 50 mph — and sary access would be the outstanding advantages, whilst the cost
would be much less than that of an esstward extension of the Jubiles Line, as originally
planned, ard lsss darmaging to the environment (Ehan buses).
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Bronch throwghout the winter but whilst passengers setthe down to meturn to higher
fares we have some problems on British Rall. Comespondence continues with B.R.(LMR)
owar the adequecy lor othenwise) of the services proposed on the Midland City Line
whisn alectrification iz complete — that & if the slectric units ever gt out of the Depot
at Cricklawood due to an industrial dispuie. More imporiantly the Branch was re

ted &t the T.LULC.C. Inguiry into the dosure of Brosd Street Station (held ot the Gt
Esstern Hotel on 20th April) whers — together with the North Londan  Line Committes
end repeesentatives of clowe on 200 objectors — it put to the Committes its reasons
why the propossd wmporany station 1o be provided by B.R. at Worship S5t (during the
re-development of Liverpoal Stroet Stathon) was not a setisfectory slitarnative,

it could in tha long run prejudics the future of the Morth London Line s & whole snd
our objection was sugmented by evidence from East Anglian Branch Chairman, Steve
Wilkinson, who described graphically how satisfactory interchange between Liverpool
Streat and the Brosd Street — Richmond Ling for Inter-cliy passengers from his ares
would be misde virtuslly impossible by the amangements at preseni put foreard by B. A,
The general imprassion gained from the Inguiry was that the TUCT were less than
satistied weith B, Rs proposals and if it were 1o be allowed 1o élose Broad Street it would
have to come up with something betier than what NLLC spokesman Stephan Jossph
described &s 8 “souped up Portakabin.”

At tha me of writing the Committes’s report is awaited bt we feel that the re-devel-
oprment of Livenpool Sreet should not be achisved st the expanses of the Morth London
Line which has a vital and continuing role to play.

Looking to the future & well-attended meeting of Branch members on 12th May hesrd
# fascinating exposition on the Magley " people mover™ designed to trarsfer passangers
rapidly from one location to another at stations, ports and airports. Speaking an Frends
Haouse, Landon, Mr. Bill Johnson of GEC Transportation projects, explained how BR
would have liked to use Maglev to provide 8 connection batwaen the harbowr and
hoverport at Dover 1o obviate the time-wasting process of bussing passengers from the
Hoverport to Dover Priory Station — st & cost of E500,000 a yvesr. Unfortunately the
possible hiving-off of Sealink from BR has effectively stymisd this project. Incidentally
this privatisation was delayed when, 2t the end of March, the Britizh Rad (Divestrnent
of Amats) Bill was unexpoctedly defeatad by 186/152 votes. Maglev is howsver now
baing installed at Birmingham Internetional to serve the sdjacent alrport and Exhibi-
tion Halks. Each vehicle will travel at up to 40 mph and carry 40 passengers and the
gystem IS dus o be completed and in oparation by April 1083,

A4 reporied in the st issue (p.4) Branch Commities Member H. Trevor Jones has
axpresssd concern sbout the future of the Tunbridge Wells — Hastings ling when ths
prasent purpose built dissel units come to the end of their ussful life. Local MLP,
Patrick mmnnnhuideHUmimdulﬂnhui\nm“mm
-hﬂmtulkuhnilm:mmnumﬂmuﬂlimmm
One consolation, however, is that the routs to Hastings via the much threatened line
thra Rye snd Ashford is not much further (and certainly preferable ta & lengthy
detour via Essthourna) but an msurance of adequate investment 1o secure the future
of the present heavily trafficked fine would be the prefersbie solution prd continued
pressure will be exerted to this end.

More than hall the copies of the Branch's Annvarsary Book ~Tan Years On~ have Deon

kodd but the book i still available at £1.20 (post freel from Peter Lawrence, 75, Maripit
Lane, Monsich, NRE BXN,

11

WEST MIDLANDS

At Kingsbury, south of Tamworth, 200 willagers packed the school hall on 21st Agril to
hwﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ“mmiimmmnbvamutm far funds A local compm:
ittee has met and started praliminary work, On 28th April 8 msating was srranged on
the Walsall/Sandwell border for a suggested station 1o serve the thrae large evtates just
south of Bescat. The naxt public mesting will be in Hednesford, late June, to promote
# new Cannack line service and to publicise an RDS axcurson from Rugsley amd Walsall
to Bewadley (SVR) on 10th July. Our associated Walsall Growp #lso ran an enjoyable
wrip to Matiock on 15t May.

The introduction of more (and f-w}HETllnrhnmtluHE.fS'ﬂmnihﬁng
supportad by much media publicity and sdoption of the “Heart Line" title far the
route. A new Handbook for Timetable 51 s being isswed fres by BR, For tha first time
a Paddington departure (st 08.50) rums via Reading, Coventry, Birmingham and Crawe
diréet to Glasgow and Edinburgh. The Poge's visit to Coventry on Sunday 30th May
mnnmm-mwumnlummm Spa; an B-car shuttle from
Leicester — running every 20 mins. throughout the previous night: and 3 10 min.

Approvel has bean given Tor a £12.000 fessibility study b plan ohe impde rmentation.of

a regular Walsall — Wolvarhampton EMU shuttia, as wggested by the loacl Branch of
RS, which would take just 11 minutes for the non-stop journey (the bus takes 79
mins.) The PTE has sleo reported that two new stations at Maor Strest and Snow Hill
pdus the re-opening of the intermadiate city tunnel will cost E7m, and tha County
Council has approved further expenditure on preparatory wark, ADS is now represented
on 3 new Tnnmﬁd-im Committees serving areas of the West Midlands Couiniy,
Finally arrival of the Class 210 DEMU 3 & 4 car commiutar traing i sngerly awaited for
expected trials on the (Tabla 55) cross-city line.

EAST ANGLIA

mﬂmhmr“ﬂmﬂmrnﬂmﬂlhintlﬂlh s vy RDS and
M~Dumhukﬁnmmmwmﬂn¢mhumdwlghﬂ;.
Th-hmhiuuum“mmnnﬂhir#mhﬂmhmhm
ln_Hm-FMHmmﬂandmrﬂMMmml_ﬂﬂmﬂi
mllmhmmthmﬂr’uhwEFgmmMHm
August, Detsils Iattes may ned from Mr. JS. Hull, Cydonia

Station Aoad, Yaxham, Dersham, Norfolk. o
Hnr!n-minumm--dunhlrmmluﬂwﬂmt just off
c:-rrnru:-.mmum.uhmnmm' “mmm%ﬁ'?‘m“
in their nn-m-ﬂ-ﬂﬁﬁ&mﬂm%ﬁlmmp
hrﬂ{lﬁrﬂqmﬂ.ﬂlhmbhﬂhﬂu-nmtuldﬂlﬂumdr-f:rmﬂ
hlrﬂMWImhﬂﬂmﬂlﬂm.lnﬂ'ﬂhnﬂllhﬂltwilllnﬂlumln
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Predictably, the Deparvment of Transport officisls who sre émployed 19 build rosds
maintainad that amything less than their ewn grandios schame would be insufficient
far future raffic levels. I wes noteworthy, howeser, that they spent more tirme and
sffort rebatting the alternatives we put than on previous occssbons.

u:.-l-u:nn'm o copy of a speach by & snior BA oificisl hes come vio the Branch's
hands which mates interesting reading for it floats the idea of “wingfing™ the main line
from Haughley Junc, northwands to Morsich when slactrification is to be carried out
fby 1987). Whilst the Society is ot oppodsd 1o realistic sconomies by BR we fesl that
this ane would ba a retrograde step and one which is strangsly in contrast to the
strident demands of the road lobbsy for dual carriageway roads to Morsachl In subss-
gquent correspondence with the Branch, the official concerned hss suggestad that monsy
saved theroby could anable BR to complete the Cambridge slectrification which the
Secretary of State, in his wisdom has declined to approve.

It Is the attitude of mind of such officials that is the most worrying 1o the Sociery and
ihe Branch is not ketting the matter rest thene. We would therelons like to me & united
effort by all membars of the railwaey community to e that BR gats the beut posibles
daal from tha Government and is not palmed off with “scond bast™. [ is a well-
kngwm fact that electrification can produts a “sparks” sffect lesding to sxtra tralfic
which would undoubtediy soon “saturate™ lmmmnmm“
iona are the sconomics of the madhouse | Ed. — r what happened between
Parth and Invarmas)

Finally Brandh members Sweve Wilkinson and Peter Wakefleld heve been active on its
behalf {and of the Society"s Intermational Cries, | in oppoting cuts in the Sealink train
ferry service from Hanwich to Zeebrugge end felt somawhat vindicated in their sction
by the rews (early in May) thet a of 282 wain ferry wagons had built up at the
Balgian port and that Sealink was tiling s Cantinantal customerns nat to send sny mora,
Locally a run-down of this service would mean less freight on Esst Anglia's cross-country
rail links.

YORKSHIRE

In West Yorkshire the opening of new stations proceeds apacs. In February, Fitewilliam
near Wakefisid fon the Leeds 10 Doncaster line| was completed at a cost of only
£76,000. Dwighton, nesr Huddersfiald, was opaned n Apeil and in mid-May Crossfists

reear Keighley. It hes since been reported that the new stations are all being well-suppried.

Saithwaite station is jpxpected to opan in the Autumn,

Fallowing the success of the Yorkshire T.U.C.C's “Opean Forum™ in Harrogate last
Oetobar a similar ering was hakd in Sheffield on 13th May. The bulk of the wesian
centred round BR’s new Timetable which cama in for intense criticism,. The main paints
being that peak hour trains had been taken off or re-timed 5o a8 to lose thelr affective-
nesy; late aveing traing to and from ather parts of the country had beon taken off end

on many of the srvices there ware long gaps in the timetable, The direct servics betasen
Leads and Shetfiald had besn decimated, whilsy Rotherham, had no rain to Lesds after
1.0p.m,

Tha South Yarkshire PTE has said that it has no plans to re-open or build new stations
within |t area other than & long-term one for & new Central Station in Rot

which would be dependent on approval of developments an the Sheffleld — Dencastar
lime. The Mottingham — Glamgow trains which have now bean re-routed via Manchester
are to travel between Sheffield and Chesterfinld via Beighton so as to avoid the nesd

to reverse ot Sheffield. The Horwich Boat Trakng will follow tha same routs.
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LANCASHIRE & CUMBRIA

The Crmskirk to Preston Trawel|es’ Association, in conjunction with the local group
of the Ramblers” Association, ran 8 “Rail Ramble™ to the Curmbrian Coast on Bank
Holiday Monday (31st May). So far s s known this was the first excursion from the
i in ot least ten years. As only one station on the line i staffed thare were problems
in selling tickets. In order 10 get round this OPTA appointed two local representatives
i organise party bookings for people in Burscough and Creston, If more excussions
wore to ariginefe from the line It was sssentisl that the sbove was & success 5o OPTA
wmﬂMuumwamuM more general nots
BH haes agreed 1o re-time a reguler train for A from the Dctober Timetable Supp-
lemant. The 07.60 Prestan — Ormakirk is 1o be brought forward o 07.44 thus sllowing
EOMETIUTETE 10 connect with the 08.23 Onmskirk — Liverpool [Cantral] fait train.

in May BR cut the two Blackpool (South) — Manchester trains. This was viewed by
mnuihﬂiuﬂhuhﬂuﬂhﬁhhmhunﬂw.nﬂh
mesting in Lytham on April 13th to st up 2 South Fylde Line Users’ Assn. [for Kirk-
ham m‘upuul Southl. This was attended by over 100 people and heard speeches
by Trovor Garrod and David Harrison, the locsl BR Divisionsl Passenger Manager.
Sanm fwnuﬂmﬂFLUAl-hdMnmmﬁm:mnmndhudm
enrolled 100 members. Its immediate objectives are--

(1) Restoration of the throwgh trains to Manchester in the October Suppie-
FTene,;

{2) Extension of the Kirkham — Blackpool South shutile to/fram Preston;
(31  Raintroduction of the Sunday wrvice with improved connectiong and

(4]  DOpening of now halts st Moss Side and Weea Groen; sl & campaign ol
loblrying the TUCC, BR, local Councillors and MPs has begun in order
to achiewn tha first objective.

dewmnﬂﬂnmmmuﬂwmﬂ Travallars®
Association have doubled their membership to 50 and are planning 1o CEMpAign over
holiday trains on the Manchester — Southport line
idropped from 17th May]. Meanwhile representatives of STELLA [Support the East
Lancs. Line Assn.) have handed in a petition w0 Tom Brazinr, Divisional Manager of

AR st Preston with 3,000 signatures protesting ot plans 1o single the line from Gannow
Junc. {Burnley| to Chaffers Sidings (nr. Colne). Local MPs wers present at the £ T by
carripd out &t Nelson station,

Finalty Lancs. C.C. have recantly produced their “Fail Strategy for Lancashire” — the
imain objective of which is:- “to alert Central Government to the view of the Lancashire
suthorities that further deterioration of local sl sryices i unaccepiable and to support
ha piea by BR that urgent and greater financisl sssistance, both revenus  and capiul,

'5 required from Cantral Government.” Notwithstanding the County Council have puit
very limited amounts of money on the tabie for three station re-ofefangs schames,
namely ;- Moss Side (between Kirkharm and Lytham) - 010,000, Midgs Hall {betwoen
Preston and Croston) and Lostock Hall {betwesn Preston and Bamber Bridge) —
£140.000. and is slso considering funding a publlc sddress systam on the East Lancs
Lina at a cost of £110,000.




CHESHIRE & GREATER MANCHESTER

BR iwith the support of GMC and the suthorities of Manchester tnternational Alrport
~ MIA) Is to promots & Parlismentary Bill in the 1882-3 waion for the bullding of 8
rail Bink with the airport. It is planned 1o bulld a spur giving direct access to both
Manchester snd Creswe (via the Styal linal. A wrminal loop would be ballt o fecilitate
throuwgh running of locomotive-heuled traing,

LINCOLNSHIRE

By mid-May the Secretary of State hed still not dellvered his verdict an the futune of
the March = Spalding line end so that service still appears in the new BR Timotable.
Spalding station in fact dealt with 28 specials for this Year's Flower Festival, sowe are
infoemed but could it sull cope in future yaars |f the March line i cut?

Diuring Fabruary thi threstensd limes at both Sleaford and Lincoln weee in
regular use by diverted HETs whon thers wae a lsnclslide on the ECML. Lincaln (51
Marks) stathon could howevar close under @ BR plan to divert all trains to Cantral
station. The Society i not necessarily opposed to this ides, but questions the wisdom,
in thit cass, of dosing the city’s avoiding line as wall.

SOUTH MIDLANDS

Tha ing achisvemant of the Society's local Branch in Morth Hertfordshine reached
fruithon on 17th May when ot 6.23 a.m. & train pulled ivio the new stathon st Watton-
at-5tone, on the |ime betwean Kings Cross and Hitchin 43 years after the last train
stoppad there. 70 peopla, young and old made tha inaugural journey although the off-
icial opening, by Sir Peter Parker, was not due 1o take place until 15th June. So ended
mary manths of cempaigning and canvassing for funds which made the whaole projson
possibde by the RDS and the locsl Parish Council and we are eonfident that this will

be the forerunner of many similar projacts in the future. Haarty eongratulstions are
iherefone due o Branch Secretary, Mike Hadley, and his Committes for this tangible
dice of rallway developmant,

fnother red lettar day for BR was the opening, on 14th May, by the Prince of Wales
of Milton Keynes Central, a station with 5 platforms an the WCML to Scotland, now
reached by inter-clty traing from Euston in 39 minutes, For once in & way BR Is giving
the station excellent promaotion, parking for 600 cars being provided free for one year.

Thames Valiey Arsa Representative, Tarn Comber, ssued a further local Newslatter in
Mary in which he graphically describad the insuguration of the st through train fram
Ouford 10 Edinbungh snd Glasgow [See W_K., Motes above) on 17th May but added
“whan tha Minister {of Transport] has completed his M40, bdG, M&0s. ... - Wil the
Departmant of Traraport (aliss the Rosd Lobby) reslise its long-cherished smbdtion of
dismantling the entire rail system and provide a daily coach from Oxford to Gl ]
using thie old rail bed across Shap Fell so that passengers can endure 10 cramped
glm-lh'll] for conveniance stopa) of motorway misary. (the train at present takes 8 hra.
Fring.
Dur associated local radl users” group the “Cotewold Line Promotion Group™ has recanthy
e @ of officars, the Secretary now being Miss M. Ssszoon, 11, Toy Lane,
Chipping Norton, Owon, OX7 BFH. and the Chadrman, Mr, Christophar Armbasry, Slad's
Lodge, Cver Norton, OX7 5PX. Regarding the activitias of the Group Tom Comber
cgmamants:- “from Oxford to Worcester there are 5 DML a day and one 1o Moraton-
in -Marsh only. Only cne of theio srvices the halts st Henborough, Combs, Finstock

and Ascot-under-Wydhwood. Could not 3 “mop an request™ system trted — 5
an the Central Wales Line? If BR would show willing mﬁnﬁﬂ:ﬁﬁ -—u:
for 3 yaery — e of RDS could rise from ouwr Rail " smichadrs and spend o
Saturday knocking on doors and drinking in the pubs of Finstock or even Ashdown.
under-Wychwood.” On the more general sosne plans for a locsl meeting of ADS membars
are ot present 5t an advenced Ttaga|

LOW FARES — KEY TO THE FUTURE OF O.P.5.

Ora of the morns s conclusions of tha 1881 Annusl Report of the Cantral
Transport Consultative Commities (the offical national committes representing rail
passengars] " was that 8 “low fares"” exercise should be carrisd out in B_R"s Other Prov-
incial Sarvices Sactor,

This follows the delibsrationt of a special Sub-Cammities st up o sty the fares
policy of a number of other countries which concluded that such an experiment lsim-
ilar to the general reduction in railway fares carried out in Sweden in 1979), If success-
ful, eould incresse ﬂ'ﬂiﬁ*{l‘l‘lﬂf passangers, upgrade tha relevance of tha O.P.5. net-
work and beneflt the remainder of the railway system through mcreased contributory
revenue, as traffic volume on them wes penerally low, there wis 8 good deal of apare
capacity and they were relatively free from cormmuter traffic peaks. It therelors recom-

mended an exercise on two groups of lines, one perhaps in the North East and the other
in tha East MidlandsEast Anglla

Follawing an from its Repart “Thea Missing Link™ '@ an the problems of Bus/Rall kntes-
change, the Committes reported that its discussions with B.R, snd the County Councils’
Assn. appesred to be meaping satisfactory results and opportunities for improving access
1o the rail netwark for nom-radl served communites, by establishing feeder bus and
coach mrvices were also being sxamined,

The Committes had also written 1o the Minister, in Saptembar, urging him to gi

lighy am sssurance that the closure of rurel rail services would nntn;?l lowad, ::ﬁ
importantly, it had held disoussions with the BRE on the implications of the 1981 Act
ipromoted by Tony Speller MP.) and considered that the Board should respond in a
positive way 10 the opportunites it opened up (for the experimantsl re-cpening of
itations and lines to a passenger service). This is & measure which the Soclety has given
itrong support and our Re-Opening's Sub-Committes will undoubtedly ba putting sim-
ilar pressure on B.A.

" CT.C.C April 1982 Para. 22

@ C.TC.C Fab. 1981

The address of the C.T.C.C. is 34 Gt. Marlborough Strest, London W1V ZEA
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Finally it recommended that closure should not take
place until all financial, contractural and timesocals
arrangemsnts had been fully co-ordinated and that it
would also be & helpful gesture if the planned linking
curve at Graham Road (between the eastern arm of the
North Lendon Line -~ to Docklands - and the Lee Vallay
line into Liverpool Street) wers undertaken &s a pre—
requisite of the whole redevelopment, thersby allev-
iasting some of the fears expressed sbout the future of
the North London Line.

Whethar thisg latter suggestion will be attractive
to residents of Dalston, Haggerston and Shoreditch is
debateable but the Branch Committes will continue itas
discupaions with all interested parties to ensure that
the final decision (which rests with the Winister of
Transport) will be no less favourable.

NOTE - FOR THE ATTENTION OF MEMEERS ONLY

Members' Handbook Part A

Plenss note that the address of Nr W.J.H.Apsey
ie nows 33A, Fournier Street, London El G6QE

Delete M.J.Hadley who has resigned.

G:N.0: 8. Branch hag been wound up.

—_—




